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ittenberg, Germany—the 
“Town of Martin Luther”—
was first mentioned in a 

document in 1180,  exactly 830 years ago, 
when Flemish colonists settled here.

Though much has happened in those 
ensuing years, no doubt the most signifi-

cant development 
is that Wittenberg 

became the seat of the Protestant Refor-
mation. It all started in 1517 when, on 
the door of the Schlosskirche (Castle 
Church), Luther nailed his 95 Theses, a 
document that challenged many of the 
practices of the Catholic Church and 
changed Christianity forever.

Three early events helped keep 
Wittenberg an important city: in 1356 
the town became an electoral residence, 
with Frederick the Wise becoming the 
elector in 1486; the founding in 1502 
of Leucorea University (now Martin 

Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg), 
and the printing of the first German 
language Bible, interpreted from Latin 
by Luther, thus opening the Scriptures 
to all.

This quiet town is again enjoying at-
tention as 2017 will mark 500 years since 
Luther posted his Theses on the church 
door. Wittenberg and the entire region 
plan a series of celebrations and events 
to mark the historic occasion. Over the 
next seven years, Wittenbergers expect 
to show off their city and its many his-
torical attractions to millions of tourists. 
It’s already begun; last year 350,000 
visited this former East German town.

Impressive Buildings
A city of nearly 50,000, on the Elbe 

River, Wittenberg has an impressive 
array of buildings, churches and muse-
ums, all steeped in history, with some 

f you like your European cities to 
come equipped with a fascinating 
old quarter; great buildings; plenty 

of interesting shops; outdoor cafes; nar-
row cobbled streets with hidden pas-
sageways; surprise courtyards; good 
restaurants; few tourists and moderate 
hotel prices, Graz is your kind of town. 

Though this city of 250,000 is not 
on the jet-setters’ European itinerary, it 
has much to offer culturally: an opera 
house that this month will present some 
20 performances; the summer classical 
music festival, “Styriarte;” the important 
Joanneum Landesmuseum; a tradition 
of wine culture and beer-brewing, and 
an interesting, if not celebrated, cuisine. 

The city’s streets are full of musi-
cians, mimes and jugglers, and its 
cafés and restaurants spill out onto the 
sidewalks. In fact, on good weather eve-

nings, in a scene reminiscent of Hei-
delberg or Berkeley; hundreds of Graz 
residents, many of them students and 
young professionals, jam the sidewalk 
cafés of the old town’s Mehlplatz. The 
atmosphere is loud, lively and well-be-
haved—possibly because alcohol can-
not be served outdoors after 10:30pm. 

The old town was relatively un-
touched during World War II and thus 
nearly all of what you see is original. 

A suggested four-day, three-night 
itinerary might include two days to see 
the city’s sights; a day for the nearby 
town of Piber, home of the famed Lip-
pizaner stallions of Vienna’s Spanish 
Riding School; and a fourth for an auto 

Cut it out, Avis
Travelers who use the Avis website 

to book rental cars in Germany can select 
from a variety of optional insurance 
coverages. These choices are displayed 
as checkboxes, one of which is “Liability 
Insurance.” Check the ‘liability’ box 
and you pay an additional $75 on an 
intermediate sedan for one week. What 
the Avis website fails to mention on this  
screen is that the company is required by 
law, on every rental, to provide liability 
insurance as part of the basic rental fee. 
(Liability covers injury to other persons 
or their property in an accident involv-
ing your car.) In other words, if you are 
involved in an accident and the other 
vehicle, or persons in it, are damaged, 
injured, or worse, the rental company 
“has your back,” as the saying goes. In 
European rental contracts, the limit for 
this coverage is often described as “un-
limited.” If you are sued for millions, the 
rental company covers you. For obvious 
reasons, liability insurance cannot be left 
to the choice of the individual renter, yet 
Avis makes it appear as if that is exactly 
the case. One wonders how many of the 
thousands who book via the Avis web-
site think to themselves, “well, of course, 
I need liability insurance” and simply 
check the box? 

Only when you click a tiny “help” 
link are you taken to a page that provides 
a highly technical description of what 
this coverage provides, and uses the 
word “additional” to identify it—“Addi-
tional Liability Insurance” or ALI. (When 
I called Avis, both the reservationist and 
her supervisor agreed that liability cov-
erage is included in the basic rental fee 
but neither was able to shed light on the 
advantages of purchasing ALI. The su-
pervisor said it would be explained to me 
at the time of rental. Sure it will, and in 
perfect German, too.) You can go through 
the entire booking process and never see 
the key word “additional” in relation to 
this coverage. Why? I hesitate to accuse 
Avis of trying to fool site visitors into 
thinking ALI is the essential, required-by-
law, liability insurance, but what other 



Gemütlichkeit 2 May 2010 

www.gemut.com http://theeuropetraveler.com

gemütlichkeit (ISSN 10431756) is published 10 times each year by 
UpCountry Publishing, 288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520.  TOLL FREE: 
1-800/521-6722 or 541/488-8462, fax: 541/488-8468, e-mail travel@
gemut.com. Web site: www.gemut.com. Subscriptions are $67 per year 
for 10 issues, $49 via email. While every effort is made to provide correct 
information, the publishers can make no guarantees regarding accuracy.  

SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:
Gemütlichkeit, 288 Ridge Road., Ashland OR 97520

Publishers:	 Robert H. & Elizabeth S. Bestor
Editor:	 Robert H. Bestor
Contributors:	 Doug Linton, C. Fischer, R. Holliday, Jim Johnson
Web	Master:	 Paul T. Merschdorf
Consulting	Editor:	 Thomas P. Bestor
Subscription	Dept:	 Kurt Steffans
Subscriber	Travel	Services:	 Andy Bestor, Laura Riedel

HoteL restaurant rating KeyVol. 24, no. 4
May, 2010

rating scale  scale
Excellent 16 - 20
Above Average 12 - 15
Average  8 - 11
Adequate  4 - 7
Unacceptable 0 - 3

Hotel rating Criteria
People/Service  30%
Location/Setting   15%
Guestrooms   30%
Public rooms   5%
Facilities/Restaurant  20%

restaurant Criteria
Food   65%
Service 20%
Atmosphere   15%

Value rating  scale
Outstanding Value  17 - 20
Very Good Value  12 - 16
Average Value 9 - 11
Below Average Value   5 - 8
A Rip-Off 0 - 4

Publishers: robert H. & elizabeth s. bestor
executive editor: nikki goth itoi
Contributors: tom bross
 sharon Hudgins
Consulting editor: thomas P. bestor
online services: Kurt steffans
subscriber travel services: andy bestor, Laura riedel

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 1

using gemütlichkeit
• Hotel prices listed are for one night. Discounts 
are often available for longer stays.
• All hotel prices include breakfast unless oth-
erwise noted.
• Local European telephone area codes carry 
the “0” required for in-country dialing. To phone 
establishments from outside the country, such 
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conclusion is possible? I presume includ-
ing the word “additional” depresses sales 
of the product. But by doing so, Avis tricks 
people into buying unnecessary coverage. 
Shame on Avis.

Car rental websites seem to special-
ize in withholding or obscuring impor-
tant information. With some booking 
sites you don’t know which company 
will supply your rental car until you’ve 
provided a credit card number and paid 
a nonrefundable booking fee. Economy-
CarRentals.com includes collision and 
theft insurance in its rates and trumpets 
“no excess” (deductible). You have to 
read the fine print, however, to learn that 
there really is an excess and you pay for 
damage up to its limit—usually $1,000 
to $3,000—then seek reimbursement 
from EconomyCarRentals via a com-
plex post-rental process that includes a 
police report (Police? What if it’s a $500 
scratch?). Some may not realize that the 
reimbursement comes not from the sup-
plier, perhaps National or Europcar (you 
don’t know until you book), but from 
EconomyCarRentals, which is located in 
Greece. And the list of items excluded 
from coverage (roof and undercarriage, 
for example) is lengthy.

If you want to book a car for Germa-
ny at Thrifty Car Rental’s website, and 
plan to rely on a credit card for collision 
and theft insurance, don’t fail to click 
the “Terms and Conditions” link. There, 
in small print, in item 21 of the 25 terms 
and conditions, is this little bombshell: 
in order to decline purchasing Thrifty’s 

LDW (loss damage waiver) insurance, 
you must pay with a US-issued Gold/
Platinum Mastercard, or the Canadian 
Gold/Platinum Visa card. No other 
cards accepted if you want to decline 
their insurance. In addition, you must 
provide “written proof by the credit card 
company” that the card provides cover-
age in Germany. And even if you’ve 
already purchased the same coverage 
from a third-party insurance company 
such as Travel Guard, Thrifty still insists 
you buy their LDW insurance. 
Outlook for 2010 Air Fares

Best resign yourself to paying this 
year’s higher transatlantic airfares. There 
are a couple of reasons why prices don’t 
figure to go down. First, seat demand is 
up over ‘09—more people want to go to 
Europe. According to the Airline Report-
ing Corporation, sales through March are 
20-percent higher than last year for May 
and June flights. The big tour operator, 
Globus, reports a 66-percent increase in 
Europe bookings so far this year. 

The consolidation of transatlantic 
airlines into three alliances—Star Al-
liance, Oneworld and SkyTeam—has 
meant coordination of flights, code 
sharing, and ultimately less competi-
tion. Consider, too, that Lufthansa now 
owns both Swiss Airlines and Austrian 
Airlines; and Air France merged a few 
years ago with KLM. On this side of the 
Atlantic, Continential is trying to merge 
with United, while Delta and Northwest 
have already joined forces. 

To these factors add rising 2010 oil 
prices and an economic downturn that 
has forced airlines to reduce flights, and 
you have a recipe for higher fares. 

Passion Play Tickets/Hotels 
Everybody wants Oberammergau 

2010 Passion Play tickets but nobody 
wants the hotel/tour packages you have 
to buy to get them. Now, however, indi-
vidual tickets are said to be available in 
Germany.  Several readers report buying 
them through German friends. Expect 
to pay from $150 to $250 per ticket. Our 
thanks to reader Milton Mickow who 
says he had no problem finding a good 
selection of small hotels available in and 
around Oberammergau for under €100. 
Subscribers Fred and Marion Unger say 
they are booked at Oberammergau’s Ho-
tel Friedenshohe and that the hotel was 
able to obtain tickets for them.—RHB

Free Car rental guide
We’ve uncomplicated the process 

of European car rental with our new 
special report, What You Should Know 
About Renting a Car in Europe. The 
report is free and can be downloaded 
at www.gemut.com. If you don’t 
have Internet, send a check for $10 to 
cover shipping and handling.

http://www.gemut.com
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wITTENBERG
Continued from page 1

wittenberg basics
Population: 47,000
Elevation: 220 feet 
Visitor information: Lutherstadt Wit-
tenberg Marketing GmbH, Schlossplatz 
2, 06886 Lutherstadt Wittenberg, tel. 
+49/03491-498610, fax +49 03491-
498611, info@wittenberg-information, 
de, www.wittenberg-information.de
Driving distances:

Berlin 100 km/62 miles
Dresden 202 km/126 miles
Frankfurt 450 km/280 miles
Hamburg 360 km/223 miles
Leipzig 70 km/43 miles
Munich 493 km/308 miles
Prague 347 km/217 Miles

Nearest airport: Berlin-Tegel (100 km), 
Berlin-Schonefield (100 km), Leipzig-
Halle Airport (70 km)
Guided tours: For German or English 
guided tours, contact Betinna Brett, 
Dorffurtstrasse 8, 06886 Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg +49/03491/403738, bettina.
brett@arcor.de, or Astrid Muhlmann, 
An der Bastion 8, 06886 Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg, tel. +49/03491/443385, 
astrid.muehlmann@web.de 
The local tourist office can also arrange 
German language tours and audio-
guide tours, as well as evening torch-
light tours.
Rail service: Inter-City-Express (ICE) 
trains takes 41 minutes from Berlin 
Hauptbahnhof to Lutherstadt Witten-
berg. Regional Express (RE) stop more 
often at take about 75 minutes.
ICE trains from Leipzig to Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg run every two hours. The 
trip is 29 minutes.
Highways to Wittenberg: B2 Berlin-
Leipzig and B187 Torgau-Rosslau; A9 
Autobahn Berlin-Nürnberg-Munich is 
13 km (8 miles) away
Cycle paths: Bicycling is very popular 
in Wittenberg. Bike routes include Elbe 
Cycle Route, R1 European Cycle Route, 
R4 European Cycle Route
Boats: Elbe River service via Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg, www.ms-wittenberg.de. 
Bruckenkopf Hotel, directly on the 
Elbe, can also accommodate boats.

designated UNESCO World Heritage 
sites. A pair of tall churches—the Town 
Church and the Castle Church—shoot 
up from the town’s skyline to identify 
this unassuming, Saxony-Anhalt city 
located 100 kilometers (62 miles) south-
west of Berlin.

Being on the Elbe, Wittenberg be-
came an important trade center. When 
Luther arrived in 1508, it was a strongly 
fortified town with three imposing town 
gates: the Elster Gate, the Castle Gate 
(also known as the Coswig Gate) and 
the Elbe Gate, each leading to its own 
section of town. In 1520 Luther burned 
a copy of the canon law and was threat-
ened with ex-communication. The Lu-
ther Oak, planted in commemoration of 
this courageous act, still marks the spot 
today (sandwiched in an area between 
Weserstrasse amd Lutherstrasse a block 
east of the Luther House). The town 
walls and gates were destroyed by order 
of the Prussians in 1874.

Many of Wittenberg’s most visited 
areas are located within the old city cen-
ter. Drivers will find 10 public parking 
lots within an easy walk of the center. 
The main street (Schlossstrasse/Col-
legienstrasse which is actually one long 
street) runs east to west through the 
heart of downtown and is closed to 
vehicles, making it easy for pedestrians. 
The main businesses—restaurants, ho-
tels, cafes, bakeries, a chocolate shop, 
clothing stores, flower shops and gift 
shops— line this street.

Touring Wittenberg
At Market Square, with its beautiful 

multi-story Renaissance town hall (oc-
cupied by Wittenberg Mayor Eckhard 
Naumann) built between 1523 and 1535, 
the town holds festivals such as the May 
Lily of the Valley Festival, and the June 
“Luther’s Wedding” Festival which 
features three days of medieval mer-
rymaking. In the spacious square, two 
large statues salute Luther and Philipp 
Melanchthon, his close friend.

Wittenberg’s historical buildings 
survived WWII without major dam-
age and, after German reunification in 
1989, a number of them were renovated 
and modernized. Today the town looks 

cheerful, and its residents seem content, 
although the general economy of the 
area still suffers, and the local govern-
ment stretches its dollars.

One of the important buildings visi-
tors want to see is Luther House, the 
world’s largest Reformation history mu-
seum of nearly 6,000 square feet. Located 
at Collegienstrasse 54 on the east side 
of the town’s center, this UNESCO site 
is where Luther lived between 1508 and 
1546. The museum is easy to find—just 
follow the crowds to the far east side of 
the main business street. The museum, 
which presents “Luther’s life, his work 
and his influence,” consists of a series of 
spaces, including Luther’s living room.  
Better than anywhere else, the room 
conveys the aura surrounding the great 
reformer, and creates a palpable sense of 
the 16th century.

Other aspects of the museum tour 
are the refectory with the Lucas Cranach 
Ten Commandments panel, and the 
great hall in which Luther delivered his 
lectures. There’s even an indulgence box 
from the period, Luther’s pulpit from 
the Wittenberg Town Church, and a first 
edition of the German Bible.

The Castle Church, at Schloss-
platz— built between 1489 and 1515 for 
Frederick the Wise and perhaps Wit-
tenbergs’ most interesting structure—be-
came the university church soon after its 
consecration in 1503. It features a unique 
289-foot tower, and the “theses door” 
(today’s bronze door was installed in 
1858 and overlaid with the Latin version 
of Luther’s theses). Tourists gravitate to 
this door, and it’s a highlight of any visit. 
Though the university at Schlossplatz is 
gone, a Protestant preacher’s seminary 
still offers courses. A colorful mosaic 
below the dome reads Ein’ feste Burg 
ist unser Gott, ein’ gute Wehr und Waffen 
(A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty 
shield and weapon). Luther and Philipp 
Melanchthon are buried here.

The Parish Church of St. Mary’s, 
the oldest church in Wittenberg, sits 
on the highest square in town. Its con-
struction reflects the 300-year history of 
Wittenberg’s fortunes: a simple chapel 
built around 1280 forms the church’s 
east chancel, while erratic boulders and 
bricks form the east gable wall. After 
the year 1400, St. Mary’s was incorpo-
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Key websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

rated into a triple-naved church with 
late-Gothic towers. Take time to inspect 
the exterior walls—they’re very old 
with many insets and decorations—and 
bring your camera for great photos. The 
church’s pulpit, from which Luther gave 
his sermons, is on loan to the Luther 
House down the street.

Philipp Melanchthon (“Germany’s 
Teacher” ), appointed to Wittenberg 
University by Frederick the Wise in 1518, 
was a professor of Greek, though he also 
specialized in mathematics, astronomy 
and astrology. Yet another interest was 
theology. He began lecturing on the Bible 
and his works include the Loci Com-
munes and the Confession of Augsburg, 
the first official declaration of the Luther-
an faith. His home, at Collegienstrasse 
60, close to Luther House, was built be-
tween 1536 and 1539 and commissioned 
by Elector Johann Friedrich of Saxony, 
who also paid for most of it.

Another well-known Wittenberger is 
Lucas Cranach the Elder, appointed court 
painter in 1505. As such, and also having 
his own painting studio, he contributed 
far more than his job required, and en-
joyed success in the town’s commercial 
affairs, owning a print shop, a pharmacy 

and various publishing rights. Much 
of his art can still be viewed locally, 
especially in the chancel of the Town 
Church where Cranach’s 1547 Reforma-
tion altar resides. Two of his properties 
are at Markt 4 and Schlossstrasse 1, both 
Renaissance buildings with enclosed 
courtyards. In the last 20 years, a citizen’s 
group helped restore the structures, 
which now shelter artist workshops and 
other cultural activities. Don’t miss his 
memorial—a statue of Cranach painting 
while seated—outside Schlossstrasse 1. 
The historical workshop is a fun place 
to see how printing was first done, and 
where sample papers and cards using 
old presses can be purchased. Say hello 
to the young owner, Andreas Metschke, a 
friendly and funny fellow.

Other Sites Beckon
Visitors are intrigued by the multi-

colored turreted high school at Strasse 
der Volkerfreundschaft 130, designed by 
Friedensreich Hundertwasser, the fa-
mous Austrian painter-architect-sculptor. 
In 1993 the town asked Hundertwasser, a 
man who fully rejected a straight line in 
architecture, to submit new plans for the 
building which was covered in slabs of 
dull gray concrete during GDR (German 
Democract Republic) times. The artist 
described his work as a “wooded, walk-
able roof landscape, where spontaneous 
vegetation in all its diversity meets hu-
man creativity, where children’s souls 
can unfold like the leaves on the trees in 
the wood on their own rooftop.”

Another point of interest is the 
Piesteritz residential complex on the 
west edge of town off Dessauer Strasse. 
Starting around 1916, factories in west 
Wittenberg built these accommodations 
for their blue and white collar workers. 
Created by town planner Georg Haber-
land and Swiss architect Otto Rudolf 
Salvisberg, this series of multi-storied 
structures have been modernized in an 
attempt to enhance living conditions 
but keep originality in the design. Now 
more than 90 years old, the neighbor-
hood is a site of historical interest. Red 
tile roofs, sand-colored walls, light blue 
or green shutters and white window 
frames complement the well-kept flower 
beds of residents. There are no parked 
cars on the streets, small gardens adorn 
the backyards, and streets open up vistas 

through gateway arches. This area is 
not in the center of town, but is easily 
reached by car. Rail travelers can hire a 
cab from in front of the tourist office at 
Schlossplatz 2, across from the Castle 
Church.

In the town hall, be sure to visit the 
permanent exhibition, “Christian Art in 
the 20th Century.” A collection of graph-
ic works by internationally renowned 
artists such as Chagall, Picasso, Max 
Pechstein, Otto Dix, Max Beckmann, 
and modern artists such as Salvador 
Dali, H.P. Grieshaber, Georg Baselitz and 
Keith Haring. They present the Christian 
and humanitarian theme in a simple yet 
meaningful way. Admission is €3 for 
adults; €2 for students and disabled; and 
free for children under 10.

The thousands of historical docu-
ments and artifacts found in the Mu-
seum of Town History, Natural History 
and Ethnology, housed in the former 
residence of the electors of Saxony, will 
appeal to Wittenberg visitors with more 
than a casual interest in the town’s rich 
history. The museum is especially popu-
lar with families, and guided tours are 
offered by prior arrangement.

For something a bit off-beat, the 
House of History, at Schlossstrasse 6, 
recreates typical residential rooms and 
exhibits items from the GDR era. The 
furniture includes kidney-shaped tables 
from the 1950s, orange-colored accesso-
ries from the ‘70s, and a three-piece suit 
from the ‘80s. Also displayed is an East 
German shop with examples of goods 
sold during communist times. Photos 
and reports of personal experiences also 
help shape the story of life in the GDR.

Area Attractions
For those interested in Luther his-

tory, a few nearby towns are also on the 
must-see list: Eisleben, where Luther was 
born in 1483; Mansfeld where he spent 
his youth (see Mansfeld Castle on the 
hill next to town where he preached); 
and Halle an der Salle where the State 
Museum of Prehistory displays artifacts 
from Luther’s time. Erfurt, where he was 
ordained in the Erfurt Cathedral in 1507, 
and Torgau, where he also preached, are 
also of interest. In fact, if you’d like to be 
a monk for a night, 40 guestrooms are 
available in Erfurt’s Augustinian Mon-



Spring airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, 
United, British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, 

IMPORTANT:  Fares are  round trip to Germany  for 
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 7/30/10. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 5/10/10, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include VAT, CDW, theft insurance, 
road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $207 $30
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $207 $30
Opel Astra (Auto) $327 $48
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $247 $35
VW Passat  (Auto) $393 $56
Audi A4 $379 $54
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $267 $38
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $390  $56
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $483  $69
VW Touran  $347 $50
VW Golf SW $284 $38
VW Passat SW $327 $47
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $377 $54
BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS)  $613 $88
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $419  $60
VW Sharan 7-pass $676 $97
VW Minibus 9-pass $676 $97

Austria
Fiat Punto $237 $34
FOrd Focus $253 $36
VW Golf (Auto) $457 $65
Mercedes B-Class  $306 $44
Peugeot 407 $327 $47
Skoda Octavia $340 $49
VW Touran (Auto)  $442 $63
Ford Focus Wagon $283 $40
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $429 $61 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $643 $92

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $263 $38
Opel Astra $287 $41
Ford Focus (Auto) $402 $57
Opel Vectra  $409 $58
Audi A4 (Auto/GPS) $977 $140
Toyota Avensis (Auto)  $476 $68
Opel Zafira  $458 $65
VW Golf Wagon  $408 $58
Ford Galaxy Van $579 $83
Renault 7-Pax Van (auto) $757 $108

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through July 30, 2010, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$923 
Boston ..........................................$902
Chicago .........................................$950 
Dallas ............................................$780 
Denver ........................................$1000
Los Angeles ................................$1040 
Miami ............................................$940 
New York ......................................$700
Orlando .........................................$940
Seattle ........................................$1050 
San Francisco .............................$1029
Washington DC ..............................$950 
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €60 
Berlin  .............................. €59
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €59
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €69 
Munich  ............................ €59
Munich Airport ................ €49
Wiesbaden ........................ €72
Graz .................................. €54
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €99
Vienna  ............................. €36 
Vienna Airport ................. €79
Grindelwald ..................... CHF150
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF99
Zürich  .............................. CHF110
Zürich Airport .................. CHF110





2010 european rail Pass Prices 

EURAILPASS  1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $756 $641 $491 
consecutive days        $980 $832 $636
1 month                          $1218 $1032 $793
2 months                   $1719 $1461 $1118
3 months                  $2120 $1809 $1382
EURAIL FLEXIPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $893 $758 $583
15 days in 2 months   $1173 $999 $763
EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $479 $407 $312
6 days in 2 months  $529 $451 $346
8 days in 2 months $628 $536 $407
10 days in 2 months $727 $615 $470
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $536 $453 $348
6 days in 2 months $586 $500 $381
8 days in 2 months $684 $582 $444
10 days in 2 months $782 $663 $506
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $591 $501 $384
6 days in 2 months $641 $544 $415
8 days in 2 months $740 $627 $479
10 days in 2 months $835 $708 $541 
15 days in 2 months   $1059 $901 $689
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $243 $207 $158  
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 33 $ 28 $ 21

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $377 $310 $310 $266 $266
6 days in 2 months $419 $344 $344 $296 $296
8 days in 2 months $491 $408 $408 $352 $352
10 days in 2 months $566 $471 $471 $410 $410

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $299 (1Cl)   $209 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $36    $28
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $293 $250 $268 $217 $186
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $40 $ 33 $28

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $249 $215 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 39 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $351 $307 $307 $271 $232
5 days in 2 months $391 $341 $341 $301 $258
6 days in 2 months $432 $377 $377 $332 $283
7 days  in 2 months $473 $410 $410 $360 $313
8 days  in 2 months $513 $448 $448 $394 $341
9 days  in 2 months $554 $483 $483 $426 $366
10 days in 2 months $595 $519 $519 $454 $396
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $319 $265
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42 $35 $29
GERMAN RAILPASS
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $364 $277 $222 $280 $204
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 45 30 $17 $31 $23

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $390 $332 $332 $285 $285
6 days in 2 months $429 $365 $365 $315 $315
8 days  in 2 months $510 $433 $433 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $504 $504 $433 $433
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $405 $305 $305 $247 $247
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $43 $33 $33 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $430 $388 $388 $350 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $333
6 days in 2 months $520 $468 $468 $418 $366
8 days  in 2 months $611 $550 $550 $479 $428
10 days in 2 months $701 $632 $632 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $452 $385 $318
6 days in 2 months $498 $424 $350
8 days in 2 months $589 $503 $414
10 days in 2 months $681 $582 $479
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $244 $199 $208 $169 $161
Avg Extra Rail Day $30 $24 $25 $20 $19
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $366 $311 $257
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 41  $35 $28

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $399 $266 $340 $226 $299 $200
8 consec. days   $576 $384 $490 $328 $432 $290
15 consec. days  $697 $465 $593 $395 $523  $350
22 consec. days  $805 $536 $685 $457 $604 $403
1 month $885 $590 $753 $503 $664 $443
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $326 $217 $383 $255
4 days in 1 month  $395 $263 $463 $309
5 days in 1 month  $457 $305 $536 $358
6 days in 1 month  $519 $347 $609 $407
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $261 (1-Cl)  $187 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $196 (1-Cl)  $130 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page 
subject to change. Orders over $449 shipped free 
via Fedex/DSL. Canceled orders refunded 85%of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
www.gemut.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age.Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 are free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2010
Because of currency fluctuation, rail pass prices are 
subject to change. At www.gemut.com you can 
securely buy the listed passes, as well as dozens of 
others. Or, for current prices or to place a rail pass 
order, call 800-521-6722x3, though we no longer 
book individual city-to-city tickets by phone. How-
ever,  you can do that at www.gemut.com. From 
the main page at our webstie, click “Buy a European 
Rail Pass” to go to the rail page. To make just a seat 
reservation, go to http://www.raileurope.com/us/
rail/point_to_point/passholderrequest.htm.” For 
European timetables go to www.bahn.de, choose 
English in the upper right corner. Phone orders, 
questions, call 800-521-6722 x 3.

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.



Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2010
European River Cruises
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

EnCHantinG DanubE
9 days, budapest to Passau. From $1799*

DanubE DiSCOvERy
9 days, vienna to nürnberg. From $2099*

RHinE DiSCOvERy
9 days, nürnberg to basel. From $2099*

CaStlES alOnG tHE RHinE
9 days, basel to amsterdam. From $1899*

lEGEnDaRy RHinE & MOSEl
14 days, amsterdam to basel. From $3599*

EuROPEan JEwElS
16 days, buapest to amsterdam. From $4299*

EuROPEan SERERanDE
14 days, vienna to amsterdam, From $3799*

EaStERn EuROPE ExPlORER
16 days, vienna to bucharest. From $4629*

PaRiS & EuROPEan RivER ROManCE
11 days, Paris to nürnberg. From $2799*

PaRiS & tHE HEaRt OF EuROPE
18 days, Paris to vienna. From $4699*

GRanD EuROPEan DiSCOvERy
16 days, basel to vienna. From $4049*

GRanD EuROPEan SERERanDE
28 days, amsterdam to bucharest. From $8429*

GRanD EuROPEan ExPlORER
30 days, basel to bucharest. From $9199*

For free video and catalog, or to book space, phone Gemütlichkeit

800-521-6722, press option 3

When you sail with Uniworld
• Shore excursions included
• non-smoking ships
• English language only
• unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• terry cloth robes
• Satellite tv in cabins
• Fitness Center

*Many Early
Booking Discounts

Still Available

Cruising Through Europe
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astery (Augustinestrasse 10).

Worth a visit in Wörlitz 14 miles 
away, is the beautiful English-style Wör-
litz Garden, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, originally laid out in 1764 by Prince 
Leopold III Friedrich Franz of Anhalt-
Dessau (1740-1817). Besides the lush 
grounds, there’s a castle, sculptures, a 
grotto, cafe and a gift shop. There is an 
admission. For more information, go to 
www.woerlitz-information.de.

For those who plan to overnight 
in Worlitz, the Landhaus Wörlitzer 
Hof Hotel and Restaurant is a busy, 
bright renovated place that begs a 
visit, even if for just an afternoon 
coffee and kuchen. With 50 guest-
rooms, many of which look out over 
Wörlitz Park, the hotel is in central 
Wörlitz next to the main square 
where the city market takes place. 

Owned by Eckehardt Miertsch and 
family, Wörlitzer Hof offers 13 standard 
double rooms, 25 comfort doubles, three 
singles, a family apartment, two wheel-
chair-accessible rooms, two wedding 
suites, and is equipped to handle the 
many weddings that take place in nearby 
Worlitz Gardens. 
Contact: Landhaus Wörlitzer Hof, 
Markt 96, D-06786 Wörlitz, tel. 
+49/034905/4110, fax 41122, info@woer-
litzer-hof.de,   www.woerlitzer-hof.de
Daily Rates: Singles start at €64, doubles 
start at €97 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20

wittenberg Hotels/restaurant
Most of Wittenberg’s city center 

hotels include a restaurant that serves 
typical German dishes and have a pleas-
ant wait staff that speaks enough English 
to understand most food requests.

Alte Canzley Hotel & Restaurant
The three-star Alte Canzley Hotel 

and Restaurant has an ideal location. Its 
upstairs rooms, all decorated in different 
themes, directly face the Castle Church 
door where Luther nailed his Theses—
perhaps something to talk about when 
you return home. 

The hotel was built in 1391, and Jus-
tus Jonas, who lived here between 1521 
and 1541, helped Luther translate the 
Old Testament. Prior to 2003 it was used 
as a guest house for electors, a barracks 

for French troops, and even a midwifery 
institute. It now has eight clean, cheerful 
guest rooms, all equipped with safes, 
mini-bars, telephones, hair dryers, show-
ers and DVD players. 

Most of the food served in the res-
taurant is organically grown, and every-
thing is fresh. The vaulted ceiling make 
the room a relaxing place to eat after a 
busy day of touring. In good weather 
additional seating is available in the 
outdoor garden.
Contact: Alte Canzley, Schlossplatz 3, 
D-06886, Lutherstadt Wittenberg, tel. 
+49/03491/429190, fax 429-310, info@
alte-canzley.de, www.alte-canzley.de 
Daily Rates: Singles from €70, doubles 
from €83 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

Bruckenkopf Hotel
On the banks of the Elbe River, 

across a modern bridge from the city 
center, is a completely renovated hotel-
apartment-trailer-boat complex that 
affords good views of the town. 

Run by Renata and Gehard Schult, 
who have invested heavily in the reno-
vation, the large, sprawling complex 
was once used by the Kaiser’s Army, the 
Army of the Reich, Napolean’s Army, 
and still later the German Army. Even 
the Russians once used it as a barracks.

In 2001 renovation began and now 
there are 24 rooms in the brick fortress 
portion of the complex, 10 double rooms 
with additional loft beds, 12 doubles, 
three apartments and two doubles for 
the handicapped. There are even log 
cabins for rent on the property

To reach this very new hotel you will 
need a car or taxi. Adventurous souls can 
walk across the large new bridge that 
connects the town and the hotel. 

The Schults and their staff are atten-
tive and friendly, and there is little noise 
to contend with except an occasional 
duck on the pond. Guests enjoy walk-
ing along the Elbe and gazing across the 
river at the town. 

At the rear of the property is a large 
red statue of Luther. 
Contact: Bruckenkopf Hotel, Bruck-
enkopf 1, 06888 Lutherstadt Wit-
tenberg, tel. +49 /03491/454-0, fax 
454-199, info@brueckenkopf-hotel.

de, www.marina-camp-elbe.de
Daily Rates: Singles €40, doubles €60 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 17/20

Goldener Adler
This family-run hotel-restaurant, 

first named Goldener Adler in 1720, has 
17 modern, though small, guestrooms, 
and is well situated near the city’s main 
square. From here it’s easy to investigate 
in-town sites, then return to your hotel 
room for a rest.

On the first floor of the attractive, 
four-story white limestone building, the 
Volker Lehmann family also operates an 
interesting antique shop/bookstore. 

It is said that Martin Luther and his 
friends spent many evenings here, and 
when Luther came to visit, a special table 
and chair were always reserved for him. 

Guestrooms feature light wood fur-
niture and all offer bath or shower, radio, 
minibar and cable TV, but no telephone. 

Guests using the bike path are of-
fered a secure place to store their ve-
hicles. Small potted palm trees and dark 
wood columns, chairs and bench seating, 
establish an elegant, old world ambience 
for the elegantly decorated restaurant. In 
summer, meals are also served at out-
door tables in front of the hotel.
Contact: Goldener Adler, Markt 7, 
06886 Lutherstadt Wittenberg, tel. 
+49/03491/505660, fax 505661, hotel@
goldeneradler-wittenberg.de, 
www.goldeneradler-wittenberg.de
Daily Rates: Singles €46, doubles €58 
to €70 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

Schwarzer Baer
You could say Martin Luther slept 

here, and you’d be correct, a fact the 
hotel’s promotional literature is quick 
to point out. Situated between the door 
where the 95 Theses were nailed and the 
house of Lucas Cranach on Wittenberg’s 
“historical mile,” this three-star property 
features modern rooms. The 20 doubles 
are a tad small by U.S. standards, but 
clean and comfortable. All have fax and 
internet connections, telephones and 
TVs, and there is free parking in the 
courtyard (parking spaces are at a pre-
mium in the old section of Wittenberg). 

Schwarzer Baer is run by Gerhard 
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Continued from page 1

Services includes wake-up calls, 
laundry/dry cleaning and ironing, 
secretarial service and free newspapers. 
Underground parking is available for 
45 cars, and there is even an area for 
disabled guest’s cars. Valuables can be 
locked in a safe at the reception area, 
and all public rooms are air conditioned. 
There is also a bar and sauna, and park-
ing for bicycles.

 Luther-Hotel is part of the small Al-
brechtshof Hotel chain that operates five 
other hotels, three of which are in Berlin 
and affiliated with the Berlin Mission, 
that supports the needy and homeless. 

The Luther prides itself as being part 
of the “spirit” of the Reformation, and 
as such, maintains a hotel chapel where 
guests can meditate and pray. 

The restaurant uses locally-grown 
foods. Breakfast includes German rolls 
and bread, meat, cereal, juice, and fruit. 
A daily dinner special is available for 
€35 for two persons. 
Contact: Luther-Hotel Wittenberg, 
Neustrasse 7-10, 06886 Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg, tel. +49/ 3491458-0, fax 
+49/3491458-100, info@luther-ho-
tel-wittenberg.de,                             
 www.luther-hotel-wittenberg.de
Daily Rates: Singles €78-102, doubles 
€94-118 ; weekend rates, single €66 ; 
double €82. Parking is €7 per day.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 14/20

Tante Emma’s
This inviting, Bier and Cafe Haus, 

owned by Heidi Schumann-Rudolph, 
has no hotel attached, but sits just off 
the main square and provides delicious 
apple cake that locals say “ tastes like 
grandma’s.” A number of interesting, 
old-fashioned home and kitchen furnish-
ings decorate the walls. 

House specialties are from old Ger-
man recipes, portions are plentiful, and 
the wait staff is attentive.
Contact: Tante Emma’s, Markt 9, 
06886 Lutherstadt Wittenberg, tel. 
+49/03491/419757
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

For a coffee, pastry, gelato or a light 
snack such as waffles with ice cream, try 
Eis-Caffee Dolce Vita on Collegienstras-
se. Yes, it’s Italian, but droves of locals 
and tourists stop here for a quick bite 

before moving on down the street. 
(Don Heimburger has written many 

articles about European destinations, with an 
emphasis on the Germanic lands. He frequently 
travels to Europe on writing assignments for 
companies and organizations and to photograph 
people, historical places and attractions, festi-
vals and foods. He earned a degree in journal-
ism from the University of Illinois and has au-
thored 12 books. Don’s grandfather came from 
Ottenheim, Germany, on the Rhine River.) 

Koppe who can be found manning the 
front desk on the first floor (second floor 
in the U.S.), or down the hall in the kitch-
en where the breakfast buffet is served. 
The hotel’s Schwarzer Baer restaurant, 
is probably the town’s best. It features 
a rustic Middle Ages theme with soft 
lighting and tables on two levels. House 
specialities include potato soups, numer-
ous potato dishes, plus such standards as 
rump steak, lamb filet, and pork steaks. 
Save room for the warmed fruit served 
over vanilla ice cream.
Contact: Schwarzer Baer, Schlossstras-
se 2, 06886 Lutherstadt Wittenberg, 
tel. +49/03491-4204344, fax 4204345, 
koppe@stadthotel-wittenberg.de, 
www.stadthotel-wittenberg.de
Daily Rates: Doubles from €69 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 14/20

Best Western Stadtpalais
This is where to stay if you want 

to be close to the Luther House and its 
famous courtyard, as they are just out 
the door.

With 18 single and 60 double rooms, 
the Stadtpalais is one the town’s largest 
hotels. Its lobby is open and large, with 
comfortable chairs and indoor plants. 
The restaurant is on the same floor.

 Guestrooms are divided into execu-
tive and comfort categories, with execu-
tive rooms €11 more. Family rooms, 
non-smoking rooms and rooms for the 
disabled are also available. 
Contact: Best Western Hotel, Col-
legienstrasse 56-57, 06886 Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg, tel. +49/03491-4250, fax 
425100, info@stadtpalais.bestwestern.de,     
www.stadtpalais.bestwestern.de
Daily Rates: Singles €78-88, doubles 
€94-104, kids under 12 free. Breakfast is 
an additional €11.50, parking costs €6.50 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 13/20

Luther-Hotel Wittenberg
This large, three-star hotel on four 

floors offers six single rooms and 152 dou-
bles, all of which are clean, cheery, and col-
orful but modest. Each includes a private 
bathroom with tub but no shower, tele-
phone, TV and minibar. Most offer views 
of St. Mary’s Church where Luther often 
preached. Others view a quiet side street. 
There are two rooms for disabled guests, 
plus family and non-smoking rooms. 

tour of a rather unknown wine region, 
the lovely Südsteirische Weinstrasse, 
about 25 miles south of Graz.

three graz Hotels
There is almost universal agreement 

that the Schlossberg Hotel is the finest 
in Graz. This 50-room sparkler, with its 
striking blue facade, sits beneath the 
Schlossberg bluff, site of the city’s signa-
ture Clocktower landmark.

Once a rundown rooming house, 
the 500-year-old building was converted 
to a hotel 28 years ago by Dr. Helmut 
Markus, a retired Formula One racing 
car driver. 

Among Schlossberg’s most attractive 
features are the vaulted ceilings and mar-
ble floors of the stylish entry; the terrace 
above and behind the hotel, with its cun-
ning little teacup-size swimming pool and 
views of the city; and the antique-strewn 
individually furnished guest rooms.

In a month-of-May special, the hotel 
is offering double rooms for €115 plus 
free parking and breakfast. An example 
of a standard double is Number 52, a 
large room with double door entry, spa-
cious bathroom and two big windows. 
Rack rates for this room, depending on 
season, are €190 to €234. However, there 
is a year-round, three-night, weekend 
special of €155 per person. 
Schlossberg Hotel, Kaiser-Franz-Josef-
Kai 30, 8010 Graz, tel. +43/0316/80 70-0, 
fax 80 70-160, www.schlossberg-hotel.at, 
office@schlossberg-hotel.at

****
Though it can’t match the Schloss-

berg’s luxury, the four-star Hotel Er-
zherzog Johann is one the city’s most 
gemütlich. It leads the way in old-world 
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atmosphere and, given its position on 
the Hauptplatz, has the top location.

The Erzherzog Johann goes back 
nearly 400 years, when it was a baroque 
palace. In 1852 it became a hotel. The 
current owners took over in the late 19th 
century and it is now part of the Aus-
trian “castle hotel” group.

The Emperor Maximillian room 
(€215-248) is big enough, and its ceiling 
high enough, for a half-court basketball 
game. The reassuring squeaks that ema-
nate from its ancient herringbone wood 
floors tell us this is a space that has been 
around for a while. The effect of thick 
velvet drapes that hang in graceful folds 
around the two high windows give the 
room an air of royalty. The same material 
forms a mini-canopy over the head of the 
bed. This is the sort of hotel room one 
hopes for when contemplating a Euro-
pean trip. Wake up in the morning here 
and you know you’re not in Cleveland. 

Room rates fluctuate based on season 
and demand. At www.gemut.com one 
can currently book a standard double in 
May for €130 per night 

Most guestrooms are arranged 
around a sky-lit, four-story high atrium. 
The balustrade at each level consists 
of ornate, curving wrought iron, and 
a profusion of indoor vegetation. All 
rooms are different and, frankly, there 
is some variance as to quality. For the 
most part, however, they are spacious 
and furnished in a style that reflects the 
hotel’s heritage. 

What really endears us to the Erzher-
zog Johann is that it’s family-owned. 
Bernhard and Romana Reif-Breitwieser 
are fully involved in the daily operation. 
What their hotel lacks in luxury, it makes 
up for in friendliness, value and atmo-
sphere. It is our top choice in Graz.
Hotel Erzherzog Johann, Sackstraße 3-5, 
A-8011 Graz, tel. +43/0316/81 16 16, fax 
81 15 15, www.erzherzog-johann.com, 
office@erzherzog-johann.com   

****
A fine budget choice is the Best 

Western Hotel Daniels, next to the main 
rail station and refurbished recently by 
Berlin designer Werner Aisslinger. 

Many of the 101 guestrooms have a 
queen bed, DVD player, and rain-dance 
shower. Some have lofts with balconies, 

and all are furnished in a spare, ultra-
modern style and offer free Internet ac-
cess. Spring rates for doubles range from 
€69 to €89. Breakfast is an additional €9 
per night.
Hotel Daniel, Europaplatz 1, 8020 Graz, tel. 
+43/316/7110 80, fax 316/7110 85, hello@
hoteldaniel.com, www.hoteldaniel.com

graz restaurants
Uppermost in this writer’s culinary 

memory of Graz are: 
• Krennsuppe, a concoction of cream, 

butter and stock, infused with fresh horse-
radish at the last moment of cooking; 

• The green, Styrian salad dressing 
whose base is pumpkin seed oil

• A dumpling of dough and bread 
crumbs, rolled in butter, then just before 
baking, filled with cottage cheese and 
the freshest apricots. 

You can find the Krennsuppe in the 
delightful Wintergarten Restaurant of 
the Hotel Erzherzog Johann, the Styrian 
oil virtually everywhere, and the des-
sert dumpling only when apricots are 
at their best. If it isn’t apricot season try 
the chestnut souffle with spicy pears 
and Traminer cream impregnated with 
chocolate, rum, cinnamon, and lots and 
lots of sugar.

For traditional charm and character, 
with a touch of romance, the long-es-
tablished Landhaus Keller is a reliable 
choice. Under the ministrations of hus-
band and wife team Doris and Günther 
Huber, the atmosphere is formal yet 
welcoming, with historic murals, coats of 
arms, and floral displays in wall alcoves, 
and a background of classical music. On 
summer days you might prefer to dine 
outdoors where tables overlook the adja-
cent 400-year-old arcaded courtyard.

The menu of regional and national 
dishes is reliably cooked and presented 
with care. Kürbiscremesuppe (€3), a vege-
table soup, is lightened with green pump-
kin seed oil and arrives with a chunk 
of farmhouse bread. Though Tafelspitz 
(€19.5 or €16.50 for a smaller plate) is 
usually associated with Vienna, it’s excel-
lent here; lean and tender beef from Styria 
and served with apple horseradish. The 
wine list showcases Styrian vintners.

Contact: Landhaus-Keller, Schmied-
gasse 9, 8010 Graz, tel. +43/0316/830276, 

fax 830276-6, email: office@landhaus-
keller.at, www.landhaus-keller.at. 

The traditional Styrian Beisl, Gam-
litzer Weinstube has been in the busy 
pedestrian square at the center of Graz for 
only 450 years (restaurants everywhere 
come and go, but this seems to have made 
it). Housed in an elegant ochre building 
with stucco facade, the interior is surpris-
ingly relaxed. It is a place of local color 
and ambience rather than luxury. Inside 
tables can be cramped, though there’s 
plenty of room outdoors amid the hustle 
and bustle of the platz. Protected by large 
umbrella canopies and bordered by pot-
ted shrubs, these open-air tables are ideal 
for people-watching.

The standard Austrian fare includes 
a variety of Schnitzels (€7-13) and Steir-
erpfandl (€6), a tasty and filling combina-
tion of chopped meat, Spätzle, potatoes, 
melted cheese and mushrooms, served 
from a sizzling hot pan. As suggested by 
the restaurant’s name, wine should be 
your beverage. There’s a selection of local 
and regional wines to choose from for just 
€3 per glass.
Contact: Gamlitzer Weinstube, Mehl-
platz 4, A-8010, tel. +43/0316/828760, 
fax 832544, www.gamlitzer.com, 
closed weekends and holidays

Old prints and engravings grace the 
curved stone walls of Stainzerbauer, 
on a narrow cobblestone street below 
the cathedral. Patrons ensconced in 
its high-sided, dark-wood booths are 
served an interesting array of dishes 
that range from simple gasthaus food to 
haut cuisine. Chef Anreas Gölles and staff 
produce main dishes that range in price 
from €14 to €27 and include grilled 
chicken breast stuffed with foie gras and 
spinach leaves (€17.90) and a regional 
veal goulash with pasta (€11.50). Grilled 
fillet of pike (€18.10) is wrapped in 
ham and served on green cabbage with 
paprika sauce. A Riesling risotto with 
smoked filet of trout is €13.40. With the 
strawberry chocolate mousse (€7.50) you 
might try a glass of Welschriesling 2005 
Beerenauslese (€4.80) from nearby Bur-
genland, which has become famous for 
its dessert wines.

Stainzerbauer, Bürgergasse 4, A-8010 
Graz, tel +43/0316/82 11 06, gasthaus@
stainzerbauer.at, www.stainzerbauer.at 

Gösser Bräu is a typical brewery 
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restaurant in a pleasant setting. Among 
the familiar choices are Gösserschnitzel 
with ham, mushrooms and cranberries 
(€8.70), deep-fried Backhenderl (chicken) 
with spinach and herbed potatoes 
(€6.90), and a hearty Gössergulasch 
(€18.10), with potatoes, sausauge, cu-
cumber, and fried egg. It all goes well 
with the excellent Gösser beer. 
Gösser Bräu, A-8010 Graz, Neutorgasse 
48, tel. +43/316/8299 09, fax 316/8299 
092, office@goesserbraeu-graz.at,   
www.goesserbraeugraz.at 
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 17/20

a walk around graz
Here is an easy tour of central Graz. 

Figure one to two hours, depending on 
stops along the way for sights and re-
freshments. The walk will be better after 
11am since cars are not permitted in the 
old town after that time.

Begin at the Erzherzog Johann. Turn 
right out the hotel’s front door and take 
the first left, Sporgasse. First stop is Spor-
gasse 12-14, the Café Konditorei Stre-
hly, home of the city’s chocolate pride, 
the Grazer-Schlossberger Kugel, a Graz 
version of the ubiquitous Mozart Kugel, 
except without marzipan.

A bit further up the street, at Spor-
gasse 22, walk through the archway 
and pause for a moment in this arcaded 
Renaissance courtyard. Note the paving 
material; smooth, round rocks the people 
of Graz call “Mur-Nocherln,” dumplings 
from the river Mur.  

Take a right on Hofgasse and imme-
diately see, at Hofgasse 6, the spectacu-
lar, polished, carved wood store-front of 
the Hof Backerei, in business since 1569. 
The “royal bakery” delivered baked 
goods and bread to the castle. Note the 
Hapsburg coat of arms on the store-front 
which was completed in 1750.  

Continue on Hofgasse. At left is 
Freiheitsplatz “Square of Liberty.” The 
gray building is the Theater, called the 
White Palace by locals and relatively 
new (1823). 

Next, turn left into the courtyard of 
the castle, across Hofgasse from the ca-
thedral. The castle, which was torn down 
in 1860, once occupied what is now the 
parking lot where you are standing and 
was the residence of the megalomanic 
emperor, Frederick III. Look on the right 
side of the courtyard above the archway 

and see the letters A E I O U, the first 
letters of the words of a Latin phrase 
that roughly translates “All the world 
belongs to Austria.” Frederick had those 
five letters placed on every building and 
every piece of his furniture. The date 
above the inscription is difficult to read 
but it is 1453. (Hint: the symbol for the 
number four is half of eight.)

At the left of the arch go through 
the small door to the fascinating double 
spiral staircase (1499). For safety reasons, 
you will only be able to go part way up 
the stairs. Notice the glass attached to 
the wall near the barricades on the stairs. 
It has been placed there to determine if 
the building is moving. All’s well if the 
glass remains intact. 

Return to the street and cross over 
to the Cathedral. Before entering you 
will see, across from the Theater, an 
orange building with the coat of arms of 
Emperor Charles. It is the old University 
founded in 1585 by the Jesuits. Graz has 
three universities with a total enrollment 
of more than 40,000.

The Cathedral was built by Frederick 
in the 15th century. Its exterior is Gothic, 
but the interior was later redone in the 
baroque style. On the right, facing the 
altar is a partial painting of St. Christo-
pher. It is actually the face of Frederick 
and was not discovered until World War 
II when bomb concussions shook the 
plaster off the walls. 

Frederick was able to reach the win-
dowed balcony on the left via a staircase 
directly from the palace. This was to 
insulate himself from streets infested 
with bubonic plague.

Exit opposite the door you came 
in and enter the small courtyard of the 
Mausoleum of Ferdinand II. Inside, 
under the green dome on the right, rests 
Ferdinand, his wife and mother, and the 
hearts of several other Hapsburgs, whose 
bodies are buried elsewhere. Family 
tradition, of course, demanded that the 
Hapsburg heart be removed and interred 
in a place separate from the body.

Descend the steps in front of the 
Mausoleum and turn left on Bürgergasse. 
On the corner, at Bürgergasse 4, through 
the green doors, is Gasthaus Stainzer-
bauer, a popular Graz restaurant.  

Turn right on Abraham-a-Sancta 
Clara Gasse. Then right again into Glock-
enspielplatz where, each day at 11am, 

3pm and 6pm, from the gable of the 
house on the corner, two carved wooden 
puppets in Styrian dress emerge to dance 
to the accompaniment of Styrian music. 

Continue past Mehlplatz, center of 
Graz nightlife and known as the “Ber-
muda Triangle.” The street becomes 
Färbergasse. At Färberplatz you will see 
the M-1 Cafe & Bar built 20 years ago by 
owner of Hotel Schlossberg. Its modern 
glass tower is in decided contrast to the 
surroundings. Enter on the opposite side 
and take the lift part way, then the spiral 
staircase to the highest level for a view of 
the roofs of Graz. 

Exit on Prokopigasse, go through 
the passage between #8 and #10 to Her-
rengasse. Here you see the kind of flats 
and shops which contribute to the city’s 
character and vitality, and why is it fash-
ionable to live in the city center. 

At Herrengasse #16 go through the 
archway to the Landhaus courtyard, Sty-
rian government headquarters. Note the 
strange dragon’s head gargoyles made 
of copper. Beyond the three-tiered arcade 
is the Zeughaus, or Arsenal, containing 
a huge collection of Styrian tools of war, 
including muskets, suits of armor, hel-
mets, swords, pikes, etc.

Exit the way you came and turn right 
on Herrengasse. Immediately you will 
come to the Graz Tourist Office where 
you can stock up on brochures, includ-
ing one that describes in English, with 
a clear map, a more extensive walking 
tour of the city. You can also arrange for 
a personal guided walking tour or rent 
a bicycle.

Beyond the tourist office is the en-
trance to the Arsenal; worth a visit.

Your final destination is across from 
the opera house. Turn left on Hans-
Sachs-Gasse. At Hamerlinggasse, take 
a right. At Opern-ring angle to the left 
staying on Hamerlinggasse which be-
comes Giradigasse. On the right is Zafita 
at # 6-8 which has some of the best pas-
try in town.

Turn left at Glacisstrasse. The opera 
is on your left and across the street is the 
Farmers Market, open every day except 
Sunday from 6 a.m. These Styrian farm-
ers sell only goods they produce.

At Opern-ring 22 is the Operncafe, a 
popular pre- and post-opera stop. Across 
the street is the less modern Opern Pa-
villon.


