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lsace has it all: friendly people, 
fine wines, superb cuisine, pic-
turesque villages, vibrant cities, 

medieval castles, majestic mountains, 
and fascinating museums, all packed 
into a small geographical area in north-

eastern France.
The region’s 

charm belies a turbulent history. Today 
the Rhine River forms most of Alsace’s 
border with Germany and a small tip 
of Switzerland. But several times in the 
past, the territory of Alsace has changed 
hands between France and Germany. 
Place names, food, and the regional dia-
lect still attest to the mixture of French 
and German cultures. The area has been 
a battleground between the two peoples 
on several occasions over the past 500 
years. As late as the 1970s, many of the 
towns still showed scars from World War 
II. But now buildings have been repaired 
and repainted, window boxes smile with 

bright red geraniums, and their owners 
welcome visitors to this multicultural 
corner of France. 

Perhaps the best way to see the re-
gion is by car along the Alsatian Wine 
Route (Route des Vins d’Alsace) between 
Marlenheim and Thann, through the 
villages and vineyards that produce 
some of France’s best white wines. The 
106-mile route can easily be driven in 
a day, but there’s so much to see you’ll 
want to travel at a snail’s pace, wander-
ing through the small towns, peeking 
inside the cobblestoned courtyards 
of old half-timbered houses, nosing 
around local museums, dining in coun-
try inns, picnicking among grape-laden 
vines, and taking time to savor the 
many flavors of Alsace.

Driving from Germany, cross the 
Rhine at Kehl on the road that leads 
to Strasbourg, the largest city and the 

et’s get this out of the way up 
front: riding European trains is 
about as pleasant a transport 

experience as can be had. We say that 
because in the early and mid ‘90s we ref-

ereed a running battle 
in these pages among 

Europe-by-rail advocates and those who 
prefer to drive. Gemütlichkeit’s leanings 
were a bit toward the automobile, a 
stance that upset a few rail worshipers. 

That’s a stale controversy, however, 
and we long ago decided there is no 
single “right way” to get around Europe 
and thus won’t take up space today 
reviewing the various arguments; it’s 
probably enough to say that trains are 
for “big” travel and cars are better suited 
for smaller travel appetites. At the “big 
travel” end of the spectrum might be 
an itinerary like Vienna-Prague-Berlin-
Hamburg-Geneva. At the opposite end 

is the traveler who wants to spend 
two weeks poking around small wine 
villages of Bavaria or the Black Forest 
or, as Sharon Hudgins suggests this 
month, in the Alsatian wine country. 
Between these extremes is where argu-
ments start, but we’ll leave that for 
another time.

Beside the romantic and spiritual 
virtues of rail travel, there are some 
practical ones as well. Driving in the 
congested traffic of major European 
cities is not for everyone. Parking is dif-
ficult and expensive. Finding your way, 
even with accurate, properly scaled 
maps, a GPS, and a good navigator, can 
be a challenge. Large portions of many 

This month I’ve turned this space over 
to Sharon Hudgins, who’s been doing yeo-
man work for us over the past few years. 
She has something to say. I’m not sure I’m 
in 100-percent agreement with it, but I’ll 
defend to the death her right to say it. What 
about you? Do you agree? —RHB
The Trend to Trendy

A few days after returning from 
a long European trip, I was asked by 
an American friend who once lived in 
Germany what the hotels were like. 
After I had described some of the ultra-
modern lodgings I’d seen, she paused, 
then blurted, “But that’s not Germany!”

Well, yes it is, at least in some Ger-
man cities. It’s a trend that took hold 
in Europe in the 1990s and acceler-
ated in the first decade of this century. 
Although many travelers (including 
me) still have a personal preference for 
small, cozy, homey hotels with solid 
wood furniture, comfortable chairs, 
good quality textiles, and “traditional” 
decor, there’s no denying that hoteliers 
have had to keep up with the times by 
providing more modern accommoda-
tions attractive to a younger clientele.

Don’t get me wrong: I like good 
modern design. But form shouldn’t 
trump function, certainly not in a hotel 
where guests ought to feel comfortable, 
and not treated like unwanted extras in 
a high-fashion photo shoot.

My first encounter with this now 
fashionable genre was nearly a de-
cade ago in Hamburg, when I stayed 
with a group of American writers in a 
new, high-end, futuristic-style hotel. 
Initially, we were favorably impressed 
by the chic lobby with chrome-glass-
and-leather furniture, a streamlined 
reception desk of brushed steel, and 
the black-and-red color scheme. But we 
chuckled when the manager proudly 
proclaimed it was a “design hotel.” 
(Aren’t all hotels designed by someone?)

We settled into our large modern 
rooms, which were decorated in an 
elegant combination of black, beige, 
and rich brown, with expensive angular 
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using Gemütlichkeit
• Hotel prices listed are for one night. Discounts 
are often available for longer stays.
• All hotel prices include breakfast unless oth-
erwise noted.
• Local European telephone area codes carry 
the “0” required for in-country dialing. To phone 
establishments from outside the country, such 
as from the USA, do not dial the first “0”.

Back issues Website
Many back issues in PDF format from January 1993 
are available free to subscribers only at www.gemut.
com. To access the issues, enter the user name and 
password published in this space each month. The 
new codes are:

    User Name: sace Password: 5601
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furniture, black marble bathrooms, and 
clear glass vessel sinks.  A single stalk of 
“lucky bamboo” in a tall cylinder vase 
was the only bright accent in the stark, 
but still soothing, decor.

Like most guests, we unpacked our 
clothes, placed our slippers near the bed, 
set our toothbrushes, combs, and toilet-
ries on the bathroom counter, and made 
ourselves at home. But later that day 
when we ran into several large groups of 
working-class East Germans roaming the 
halls, we began to feel we were in a fish-
bowl. They had been bussed to the hotel 
for a guided tour of a place that probably 
cost more for one night than any of them 
earned in a whole month.

Upon returning to my room the next 
afternoon, I discovered my belongings 
were gone—no slippers by the bed, no 
toothbrush by the sink, no luggage in 
sight. Had I been cleaned out by thieves?  
Not quite. I soon discovered the missing 
items had been repacked into my bags 
and put in a closet.

I went straight to the front desk. My 
companions were already there, asking 
why their belongings had been moved 
without permission. “This is a ‘design 
hotel,’” the manager replied condescend-
ingly, “your personal items aren’t part 
of the design. They can’t be left in sight, 
because they spoil the design of the 
room.”

We didn’t know whether to laugh 
or to check out.  Since then, I’ve ap-
proached “design hotels” with a skepti-
cism based not only on that experience, 
but on subsequent stays at hotels that 

value style more than comfort, and de-
sign more than hospitality.

My worst experience was at a new 
hotel in Vienna, where I stayed for three 
uncomfortable days with a group of 
American journalists. Sitting in the chic 
bar and sipping a glass of Sekt upon 
arrival, we commented favorably on 
the attractive lobby and attentive staff. 
When we took the elevator together to 
our rooms, we noticed that the white-
painted, totally bare halls on each floor 
were distinguished by hidden neon 
tubes that suffused the walls with col-
ored light: yellow on the first floor, blue 
on the second, pink on the third, and so 
on. Clever, we thought.

My room was on the pink floor.  But 
the next morning when I stepped into 
the hall, I became completely disori-
ented. The hall was green. I checked the 
number on my door, then ducked back 
into the room to make sure I hadn’t ac-
cidentally spent the night in the wrong 
place. A friend on the blue floor below, 
discovered her hall was now red. We 
soon learned that the color of each floor 
changed daily, a source of confusion for 
many hotel guests.

The night before was worse. My 
modern bathroom had an old-fashioned 
claw-foot bathtub (these hotels some-
times include one antique fixture, for 
“contrast”), granite counters, marble 
floors, and a huge walk-in, marble-tiled 
shower with no door on it.  But the 
dangerously slippery floor was also not 
level, as I discovered when I finished 
my shower and found the bathroom 
completely flooded, with water flowing 
out onto the rug in the room’s foyer.  It 
took all the fluffy cotton towels and the 

complimentary bathrobe to sop up the 
soggy mess.

The bedroom’s lighting system, TV 
controls, and air conditioning controls 
were inconveniently wall-mounted, and 
the system so complicated that even 
the bellman couldn’t figure out how 
to make them work properly.  When I 
finally managed to turn on—and then 
off—the TV and the lights, I looked 
forward to a good night’s sleep.  But the 
ambient noise in the room would have 
awakened Sleeping Beauty. The air con-
ditioner growled like a hungry lion. The 
sliding doors to the closet were heavy 
glass slabs mounted on an overhead 
track like hanging file folders. The roar 
from the air conditioner made the doors 
vibrate so loudly that I finally phoned 
the reception desk at two a.m. to ask if 
anyone could help with the problem.  
Thirty minutes later, a bellman arrived, 
a young guy without a clue on how 
to stop the noise unless we turned off 
the air conditioner (on that hot Vienna 
night).  He suggested I move to another 

Continued on page 12…
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AlSACE WINE ROUTE
Continued from page 1

Alsace Basics
Visitor information: Comité Régional 
du Tourisme d’Alsace, 20a rue Berthe 
Molly, BP 50247, 68005 Colmar Cedex, 
France, tel. +��/�89-247-�8�, fax �89-
247-�88, www.tourisme-alsace-com 
(email requests processed through 
website).
Driving distances to Strasbourg:

Frankfurt 212 km/1�2 miles
Geneva �71 km/2�1 miles
Munich �71 km/2�1 miles
Paris 456 km/28� Miles

Nearest airport: Strasbourg Interna-
tional Airport, 15 minutes from city 
center by car.
Rail service: Frequent rail service from 
many major European cities to Stras-
bourg. No rail line runs along the Wine 
Route; a car is best for exploring this 
part of Alsace.
Recommended maps: Michelin #�15: 
Bas-Rhin, Haut-Rhin, Territoire de Belfort; 
The Alsace Wine Route (in English), il-
lustrated map with thumbnail sketches 
of all the Wine Route villages (free at 
most tourist offices).

region’s historic capital. Linger there for 
a few days or head directly to the Wine 
Route, following the D1004 west out 
of Strasbourg to Marlenheim. Since the 
road wends through 100 villages, many 
of them on smaller, secondary roads, 
a good map is vital (recommended: 
1:200,000 scale, Michelin #�15: Bas-Rhin, 
Haut-Rhin, Territoire de Belfort). Most 
tourist offices also dispense free copies 
of The Alsace Wine Route (in English), a 
handy illustrated map with thumbnail 
sketches of the major sights in villages 
along the way.

The town of Marlenheim, 18 miles 
west of Strasbourg, is the northern 
gateway to the Wine Route (although a 
few vineyards lie north of there). Along 
the highway a small information center 
shows Alsace’s seven grape varieties: 
Riesling, Gewürztraminer, Sylvaner, 
Pinot Blanc, Pinot Gris, Muscat d’Alsace, 
and Pinot Noir (source of the region’s 
only red and rosé wines). Marlenheim 
is also the starting point for one of the 
26 well-marked hiking trails through 
several grape-growing areas in Alsace, 
each with informative signs about local 
viniculture along their route. 

Driving south from Marlenheim to-
ward Thann, the road passes through 
many villages and towns nestled in the 
foothills of the Vosges Mountains and 
surrounded by vineyards. Grapes were 
first cultivated here by the Romans in 
the third century, and today the wine 
industry contributes significantly to 
the Alsatian economy. It also attracts 
hordes of tourists (mostly Europeans) 
during all of June through October, 
as well as on weekends and holidays 
year-round. 

About 20 miles south of Marlenheim, 
the market town of Obernai is a major 
tourist center, with a central square 
bordered by buildings dating from the 
1500s. Stop at the Patisserie Urban on 
the square for coffee and fresh miniature 
Kugelhopfs (a regional specialty) at break-
fast time, and for the shop’s tempting 
array of cakes, pastries, chocolates, and 
ice creams at any time of the day.  

A few more miles down the road 
is Mittelbergheim, designated one of 
the hundred most beautiful villages 

Museum in Kientzheim, drive down 
from the foothill vineyards to Colmar, 
“The Wine Capital of Alsace,” on the 
Rhine plain less than 15 miles from the 
river. Like Strasbourg, Colmar deserves 
a day or more. In addition to its attrac-
tive 16th-century buildings, the “Petite 
Venise” (Little Venice) canal district, the 
world-famous Unterlinden Museum, 
and the Alsace wine information cen-
ter at the Maison des Vins (House of 
Wines), Colmar has several fine restau-
rants, a colorful open-air food market 
in the historic city center, and charming 
Christmas markets held in several sec-
tions of the city during December.

Eguisheim is an especially attractive 
village on the Wine Route, not far from 
Colmar. One of the oldest settlements 
in Alsace, it’s densely packed with little 
fairy-tale houses arrayed in concentric 
circles for defensive purposes no longer 
necessary in these more peaceful times. 
Driving southward from Eguisheim, the 
route goes through Husseren-les-Cha-
teaux, the highest point on the wine road 
itself, then along to Rouffach and Soul-
zmatt, in view of the highest vineyards 
in Alsace. On the way to Thann, at the 
southern end of the route, is Guebwill-
er, the only community in Alsace with 
four vineyards designated “Grand Cru,” 
each producing outstanding wines in 
this premium category.

No matter how long you spend 
exploring Alsace’s Wine Route, at the 
end of the trip it will have seemed not 
enough; you’ll already be making plans 
to return, seduced by the scenery, the 
wines, the cuisine, and the friendliness 
of the people, who somehow manage to 
combine French joie de vivre with Ger-
manic orderliness and efficiency.

Wine route Hotels
Alsace is a popular destination with 

plenty of good accommodations ranging 
from comfortable, inexpensive rooms 
(chambres/Zimmern) in private homes 
to traditional, family-run inns to five-
star hotels with top amenities. Many 
middle-class Europeans on a budget stay 
in the private homes or humbler hotels 
with simple rooms priced in the €50-70 
range, and spend the rest of their euros 
eating well at the restaurants for which 
Alsace is renowned.

in France. From tiny Saint-Hippolyte, 
drive up the steep, winding road to 
Haut-Koenigsburg, the most imposing 
medieval castle in the Vosges Mountains, 
destroyed in 16�� and reconstructed in 
the 20th century. (Fans of Jean Renoir’s 
classic film, Grand Illusion, will recognize 
it as the setting for one of the German 
prison camps for French soldiers during 
World War I.) 

Oenophiles head to Ribeauville, 
Riquewihr, and Kayserberg to sample 
and purchase wines from some of the 
region’s best known vintners. The three 
towns also offer plenty of sights: medi-
eval churches, city walls, and towers; 
museums of local history; the old Jewish 
Quarter in Riquewihr; and the birthplace 
of Nobel Prize-winner Albert Schweitzer 
in Kayserberg. But it’s also fun just to 
wander through the narrow streets, not 
knowing what you’ll see around the next 
corner: an old woman in black on her 
way to Mass, a bakery window of giant 
pretzels and ornately decorated ginger-
breads, a lone stork idly strolling down 
the lane.

After visiting the Alsatian Wine 

http://www.tourisme-alsace-com
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Key Websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

Europe’s hotel star rating system is 
not standardized across the continent, so 
hotel rankings are not always compara-
ble from one country to the next. For an 
explanation of the French rating system, 
see http://gofrance.about.com/od/
lodging/a/hotelratings_2.htm.  In 
France, the quality of hotels in the same 
category can vary widely. For example, 
some three-star-rated hotels are elegantly 
decorated and very comfortable, with 
pretty lobbies and sitting areas, whereas 
others in the same category offer plain 
rooms with little or no charm.

Unlike Germany, breakfast is seldom 
included in the room price in France.

Le Parc Hôtel                  
Obernai

A beautiful, family-run, 4-star hotel 
on the outskirts of Obernai, the Le Parc 
occupies an attractive, half-tim-
bered, Alsatian-style house 
built in 1954, with several 
wings added later. Today it offers many 
amenities, including a spa, indoor and 
outdoor pools, several comfortable pub-
lic areas, and quiet gardens. 

Half of the 62 rooms and suites are 
decorated in traditional, “romantic” style, 

many of them with wood-paneled walls 
and antique furniture. The remainder 
are ultra-modern, some with an Asian or 
European antique as an accent. The hotel 
also has two well-rated restaurants, both 
with outstanding decor: La Stub, a cozy, 
Alsatian-country-style restaurant serving 
traditional regional dishes, and Res-
taurant du Parc, an elegant dining area 
featuring high-quality, upscale Alsatian 
cuisine. Friendly, helpful staff.
Contact: Hotel-Restaurant du Parc, 
169 route d’Ottrott, 67210 Obernai, tel. 
+��/�88-955-008, fax �88-95�-729, info@
hotel-du-parc.com, www.hotel-du-
parc.com
Daily Rates: Doubles €120-235, suites 
€204-370, no single rooms, but doubles 
can be rented as a single for a lower 
price. Breakfast buffet, €18.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 19/20

Note: Obernai is a major tourist 
town, with many other good, centrally 
located accommodations. Also recom-
mended are the four-star Hôtel à la Cour 
d’Alsace, an excellently modernized ho-
tel inside the old city walls in a medieval 
manor house (www.cour-alsace.com); 
the �-star Hôtel  Le Colombier (www.
hotel-colombier.com); the two-star 
Hôtel La Diligence, on the main market 
square (www.hotel-diligence.com); 
and the two-star Hôtel du Gouverneur, 
in a historic 16th-century building with a 
quiet courtyard and simple, clean rooms 
(1� rue de Sélestat, in the old town).

Hôtel Le Colombier            
Colmar

Well located near the “Little Ven-
ice” district in the historic city center, 
the three-star Le Colombier is a very 
nice modern hotel housed within an 
assemblage of several 17th-century 
buildings grouped around a pleasant 
inner courtyard, with half-timbered fa-
cades, stone archways, and a contem-
porary, marble-floored lobby, lounge, 
and breakfast room. A Renaissance 
spiral stone staircase leads to the top 
floor (there’s an elevator, too). Each 
of the 28 rooms is different in shape 
and size, some with exposed wooden 
beams and all with modern furniture 
and well-appointed baths. A lovely 
place from which to explore Colmar 
on foot.  Highly recommended.

Contact: Hôtel Le Colombier, 7 rue 
Turenne, 68000 Colmar, tel. +��/�89-2�9-
600, fax�89-2�9-727, info@hotel-le-colom-
bier.fr, www.hotel-le-colombier.fr 
Daily Rates: Standard €86-138, superior 
€162-182, suites €205-225, prices are for 
one or two persons, breakfast €12.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Hostellerie Munsch 
“Aux Ducs De Lorraine”                   

Saint-Hippolyte
Get away from urban hustle and 

bustle to relax in the comfortably-fur-
nished, family-run, three-star Hostellerie 
Munsch “Aux Ducs de Lorraine,” just 
outside the little wine village of Saint-
Hippolyte, a short distance southwest 
of Sélestat. Its 40 rooms are thoughtfully 
decorated in a variety of styles, and most 
have flower-bedecked balconies overlook-
ing the vineyards, with views to Haut 
Koenigsburg. The breakfast buffet is 
served in a pleasant room separate from 
two elegant dining rooms, where guests 
are served well-prepared traditional or 
contemporary Alsatian dishes from the 
à la carte menu or the multi-course prix 
fixe menus priced at €16, €23, €32 and 
€56. The Munsch is for those who seek 
an old-style Alsatian inn that has been in 
the same family for generations, but still 
offers all modern comforts. 
Contact: Hostellerie Munsch “Aux Ducs 
de Lorraine,” 16 route du Vin, 68590 
Saint-Hippolyte, tel. +��/�89-7�0-009, 
fax �89-7�0-546, hotel-munsch@wan-
nadoo.fr, www.hotel-munsch.com 
Daily rates: Singles €50-70, doubles 
€100-124, suites €154-180, plus large 
Alsatian breakfast buffet €11.50/person. 
Free outdoor parking.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 17/20

Note:  Also recommended in Saint-
Hippolyte: the three-star, modern, fami-
ly-owned Hotel-Restaurant Le Parc with 
indoor pool, cozy Weinstube, and upscale 
restaurant popular with local bigwigs 
(www.le-parc.com).

Hostellerie Schwendi       
Kientzheim

In a small village on the wine route 
near Colmar, the Hostellerie Schwendi 
offers 29 charming, comfortable, recently 
renovated rooms (each decorated differ-
ently) in an old half-timbered building. 

Editor’s
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Fall airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, 
United, British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, 

IMPORTANT:  Fares are  round trip to Germany  for 
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 7/30/10. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 5/10/10, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include VAT, CDW, theft insurance, 
road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $207 $30
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $207 $30
Opel Astra (Auto) $327 $48
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $247 $35
VW Passat  (Auto) $393 $56
Audi A4 $379 $54
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $267 $38
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $390  $56
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $483  $69
VW Touran  $347 $50
VW Golf SW $284 $38
VW Passat SW $327 $47
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $377 $54
BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS)  $613 $88
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $419  $60
VW Sharan 7-pass $676 $97
VW Minibus 9-pass $676 $97

Austria
Fiat Punto $237 $34
FOrd Focus $253 $36
VW Golf (Auto) $457 $65
Mercedes B-Class  $306 $44
Peugeot 407 $327 $47
Skoda Octavia $340 $49
VW Touran (Auto)  $442 $63
Ford Focus Wagon $283 $40
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $429 $61 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $643 $92

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $263 $38
Opel Astra $287 $41
Ford Focus (Auto) $402 $57
Opel Vectra  $409 $58
Audi A4 (Auto/GPS) $977 $140
Toyota Avensis (Auto)  $476 $68
Opel Zafira  $458 $65
VW Golf Wagon  $408 $58
Ford Galaxy Van $579 $83
Renault 7-Pax Van (auto) $757 $108

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through August 31, 2010, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$428 
Boston ..........................................$329
Chicago .........................................$489
Dallas ............................................$410 
Denver ..........................................$645
Los Angeles ..................................$532
Miami ............................................$940 
New York ......................................$374
Orlando .........................................$430
Seattle ..........................................$568
San Francisco ...............................$637
Washington DC ..............................$445
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €60 
Berlin  .............................. €59
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €59
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €69 
Munich  ............................ €59
Munich Airport ................ €49
Wiesbaden ........................ €72
Graz .................................. €54
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €99
Vienna  ............................. €36 
Vienna Airport ................. €79
Grindelwald ..................... CHF150
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF99
Zürich  .............................. CHF110
Zürich Airport .................. CHF110





Get the latest rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS  1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $756 $641 $491 
consecutive days        $980 $832 $636
1 month                          $1218 $1032 $793
2 months                   $1719 $1461 $1118
3 months                  $2120 $1809 $1382
EURAIL FLEXIPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $893 $758 $583
15 days in 2 months   $1173 $999 $763
EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $479 $407 $312
6 days in 2 months  $529 $451 $346
8 days in 2 months $628 $536 $407
10 days in 2 months $727 $615 $470
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $536 $453 $348
6 days in 2 months $586 $500 $381
8 days in 2 months $684 $582 $444
10 days in 2 months $782 $663 $506
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $591 $501 $384
6 days in 2 months $641 $544 $415
8 days in 2 months $740 $627 $479
10 days in 2 months $835 $708 $541 
15 days in 2 months   $1059 $901 $689
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $243 $207 $158  
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 33 $ 28 $ 21

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $377 $310 $310 $266 $266
6 days in 2 months $419 $344 $344 $296 $296
8 days in 2 months $491 $408 $408 $352 $352
10 days in 2 months $566 $471 $471 $410 $410

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $299 (1Cl)   $209 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $36    $28
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $293 $250 $268 $217 $186
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $40 $ 33 $28

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $249 $215 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 39 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $351 $307 $307 $271 $232
5 days in 2 months $391 $341 $341 $301 $258
6 days in 2 months $432 $377 $377 $332 $283
7 days  in 2 months $473 $410 $410 $360 $313
8 days  in 2 months $513 $448 $448 $394 $341
9 days  in 2 months $554 $483 $483 $426 $366
10 days in 2 months $595 $519 $519 $454 $396
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $319 $265
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42 $35 $29
GERMAN RAILPASS
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $364 $277 $222 $280 $204
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 45 30 $17 $31 $23

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $390 $332 $332 $285 $285
6 days in 2 months $429 $365 $365 $315 $315
8 days  in 2 months $510 $433 $433 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $504 $504 $433 $433
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $405 $305 $305 $247 $247
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $43 $33 $33 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $430 $388 $388 $350 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $333
6 days in 2 months $520 $468 $468 $418 $366
8 days  in 2 months $611 $550 $550 $479 $428
10 days in 2 months $701 $632 $632 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $452 $385 $318
6 days in 2 months $498 $424 $350
8 days in 2 months $589 $503 $414
10 days in 2 months $681 $582 $479
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $244 $199 $208 $169 $161
Avg Extra Rail Day $30 $24 $25 $20 $19
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $366 $311 $257
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 41  $35 $28

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $399 $266 $340 $226 $299 $200
8 consec. days   $576 $384 $490 $328 $432 $290
15 consec. days  $697 $465 $593 $395 $523  $350
22 consec. days  $805 $536 $685 $457 $604 $403
1 month $885 $590 $753 $503 $664 $443
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $326 $217 $383 $255
4 days in 1 month  $395 $263 $463 $309
5 days in 1 month  $457 $305 $536 $358
6 days in 1 month  $519 $347 $609 $407
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $261 (1-Cl)  $187 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $196 (1-Cl)  $130 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
www.gemut.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age.Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 are free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2010
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices are changing rapidly. Prices 
listed here are approximations. At 
www.gemut.raileuorpe.com you can 
securely buy the listed passes, as well 
as many others, plus book individual 
tickets. Or, for current prices, and to 
place a rail pass order, call 800-521-
6722x3, though we no longer book 
city-to-city tickets by phone.  For Euro-
pean timetables go to www.bahn.de. 

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.



Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2010
European River Cruises
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

EnCHantinG DanubE
9 days, budapest to Passau. From $1799*

DanubE DiSCOvERy
9 days, vienna to nürnberg. From $2099*

RHinE DiSCOvERy
9 days, nürnberg to basel. From $2099*

CaStlES alOnG tHE RHinE
9 days, basel to amsterdam. From $1899*

lEGEnDaRy RHinE & MOSEl
14 days, amsterdam to basel. From $3599*

EuROPEan JEwElS
16 days, buapest to amsterdam. From $4299*

EuROPEan SERERanDE
14 days, vienna to amsterdam, From $3799*

EaStERn EuROPE ExPlORER
16 days, vienna to bucharest. From $4629*

PaRiS & EuROPEan RivER ROManCE
11 days, Paris to nürnberg. From $2799*

PaRiS & tHE HEaRt OF EuROPE
18 days, Paris to vienna. From $4699*

GRanD EuROPEan DiSCOvERy
16 days, basel to vienna. From $4049*

GRanD EuROPEan SERERanDE
28 days, amsterdam to bucharest. From $8429*

GRanD EuROPEan ExPlORER
30 days, basel to bucharest. From $9199*

For free video and catalog, or to book space, phone Gemütlichkeit

800-521-6722, press option 3

When you sail with Uniworld
• Shore excursions included
• non-smoking ships
• English language only
• unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• terry cloth robes
• Satellite tv in cabins
• Fitness Center

*Many Early
Booking Discounts

Still Available

Cruising Through Europe

* 5-percent off these rates for 
Gemütlichkeit subscribers
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Twelve additional rooms are available in 
two adjacent buildings. Family-run for 
three generations, this three-star prop-
erty also houses an attractive restaurant 
in a 1�th-century wine cellar, with stone 
walls, romantic lighting, and a menu that 
features a large selection of traditional 
and modern Alsatian dishes, including 
multi-course fixed-price meals for €31, 
€37, €47, and €52. Friendly staff.
Contact: Hostellerie Schwendi, 2 
Place Schwendi, 68240 Kientzheim, 
tel. +��/�89-47�-050, fax �89-490-449, 
hotel@hotel-schwendi.com, www.
hotel-schwendi.com 
Daily Rates: Singles  €66, doubles  €79-
105, breakfast  €10/person.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

Note: Also recommended in Kient-
zheim: The three-star Hôtel l’Abbaye 
d’Alspach, in a former cloister dating 
from the 11th century (www.hotel-ab-
baye-alspach.com). 

Hôtel Des Deux Clefs       
Turckheim

The three-star Hôtel des Deux Clefs’ 
beautiful, 15th-century, half-timbered 
building exudes Old World charm. In-
side, its 45 rooms and three suites are 
comfortably furnished in country Alsa-
tian style, as is the lovely breakfast room 
where you’ll want to linger over the 
morning buffet. A pleasant place to base 
for a few days while exploring this part 
of the wine route.
Contact: Hôtel des Deux Clefs, 5 
rue du Conseil, 682�0 Turckheim, 
tel. +��/�89-270-601, fax �80-271-
807, reservations@2clefs.com, 
www.2clefs.com 
Daily Rates: Doubles €79-169, suites (for 
two or four person) €189-209, breakfast 
€13, private parking €8/day.
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 13/20

Hôtel Du Parc                     
Thann 

At the southern end of the wine 
route, the three-star Hôtel du Parc in 
Thann is a 19th-century manor house 
surrounded by a large garden with a 
heated swimming pool. The romanti-
cally decorated restaurant, breakfast 
room, bar, and large sitting room occupy 
the ground floor. The 20 guestrooms, 
furnished with antiques, are on the two 

floors above, up a red-carpeted wooden 
staircase (no elevator). The hotel has an 
interesting history, from severe dam-
age in World War I to the shooting of its 
owner, a member of the French Resis-
tance, in World War II. Brass plaques on 
the doors of many rooms identify the 
luminaries who have slept there, includ-
ing Marshall Pétain, General Charles de 
Gaulle, the film director Francois Truf-
faut, actress Jeanne Moreau, and several 
famous French writers. 

Rooms range in size from small to 
spacious, so be sure to indicate your 
preference. The extensive breakfast buf-
fet includes hot and cold dishes, rich 
pastries, freshly squeezed orange juice, 
and excellent coffee. Staying here is more 
like being in an elegant French bed-and-
breakfast than just a tourist hotel.
Contact: Hôtel du Parc, 23 rue Kleber, 
68800 Thann, tel. +��/�89-�7�-747, fax 
�75-62�, reception@alsacehotel.com, 
www.alsacehotel.com 
Daily rates:  Doubles €79-179, breakfast 
€16/person, free parking.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

restaurants
Alsace is renowned for its gastrono-

my, with one of the country’s largest con-
centrations of Michelin-starred restau-
rants. Old country inns serve excellent, 
traditional, Alsatian home-style comfort 
foods. In contrast, many contemporary 
Alsatian chefs pride themselves on using 
local, seasonal ingredients prepared and 
presented in highly innovative ways, yet 
still grounded in classic Alsatian cuisine.

Traditional regional specialties in-
clude onion tarte, served as a first course; 
trout in Riesling sauce; choucroûte garnie, 
a mound of seasoned sauerkraut on a 
large platter, topped with a variety of 
local meats (ham, bacon, sausages, other 
smoked pork products), carrots, and 
boiled potatoes; and bäckeoffe, a stick-
to-your ribs casserole made from sliced 
potatoes and leeks layered with two or 
three kinds of marinated meat (beef, 
pork, lamb), slow-cooked in white wine 
in an earthenware pot.

Tarte flambée or flammekueche, the 
Alsatian answer to pizza, is a thin flat-
bread topped with a layer of crème fraîche 
(slightly soured cream) or fromage blanc 
(fresh white cheese), thinly sliced onions, 

and small smoked bacon pieces, then 
baked in a wood-fired oven. Kugelhopf 
is a light-textured, yeast-raised cake 
studded with raisins and baked in a 
special mold with fluted sides. Creamy, 
pungent, Munster cheese—from the 
Alsatian town of, yes, Munster—is often 
served at the end of the meal, garnished 
with a sprinkling of caraway, fennel, or 
anise seeds.

In addition to the wine for which it 
is famous, Alsace produces clear, potent, 
aromatic distilled liquors (eaux-de-vie) 
from the region’s many varieties of 
fruits and berries. Reflecting its German-
ic heritage, Alsace is also France’s main 
beer-producing region.

Le Caveau de Gail            
Obernai  

One of two restaurants within the 
medieval buildings of the Hôtel à la 
Cour d’Alsace, the wine tavern Caveau 
de Gail serves refined versions of tradi-
tional Alsatian specialties in the relaxed 
atmosphere of a nicely restored wine 
cellar. The three-course fixed-price menu 
“Découverte du Terroir” (“Discovering the 
Region”) is reasonably priced for such 
well-prepared classic local dishes (€31, 
or €45 with matching wines selected for 
each course). 

Starters include house-made duck 
foie gras; a half-dozen snails cooked 
Alsatian-style; and salmon in puff paste. 
Typical main dish choices are airy-light 
pike dumplings with crayfish tails; 
creamed chicken, veal, and mushrooms 
in a puff paste shell; and pork ribs 
cooked with honey and spices. Finish 
with an assortment of fresh and aged 
cheeses; egg custard perfumed with 
hops flowers and topped with a cara-
melized-sugar crust; chocolate mousse; 
or a slice of “ice-cream cake” flavored 
with eau-de-vie, all artfully plated.

The hotel also houses an even more 
upscale restaurant with elegant decor, 
Le Jardin des Remparts, serving haute 
cuisine from the same kitchen as the wine 
tavern. Original paintings and prints 
from the owner’s private collection hang 
on the wood-paneled walls. Both restau-
rants feature extensive wine lists.
Contact: Hôtel à la Cour d’Alsace, � rue 
de Gail, 67210 Obernai, tel. +33/388-
950-700, fax 951-921, info@cour-alsace.

mailto:hotel@hotel-schwendi.com
http://www.hotel-schwendi.com
http://www.hotel-schwendi.com
http://www.hotel-abbaye-alspach.com
http://www.hotel-abbaye-alspach.com
mailto:reservations@2clefs.com
http://www.2clefs.com
mailto:reception@alsacehotel.com
http://www.alsacehotel.com
mailto:info@cour-alsace.com
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com, www.cour-alsace.com 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

Note: Obernai also boasts two 
Michelin-starred restaurants (La Four-
chette des Ducs and Le Bistro des 
Saveurs). For less expensive, more 
“down-home” traditional fare, try the 
Restaurant de la Cloche, in a handsome 
half-timbered house on the main square, 
with a dining room decorated by a fa-
mous 19th-century Alsatian artist (www.
la-cloche.com); or Zum Schnogaloch in 
a fairy-tale-looking building dating from 
1619 (www.zum-schnogaloch.fr). 

Restaurant Le Sarment D’or  
Riquewihr

The link of traditional regional decor 
with modern-chic is the hallmark of this 
cozy restaurant built into the 
ancient stone wall of one of 
Alsace’s most popular tourist 
stops, the medieval village of Riquewihr.

 Sarment d’Or’s menus emphasize 
traditional Alsatian dishes and change 
with the seasons. Three-course fixed-
price menus cost €26 and €35, and good 
local wines are also reasonably priced. 
Appetizers might include duck liver pâté 
or foie gras, pleasingly garnished on each 
plate. Typical main dishes are choucroûte 
garnie with plenty of pork products, or 
roast turkey with a honey-sesame crust. 
For dessert, try a selection of cheeses, or 
indulge in a rich ice-cream parfait with 
grape eau-de-vie. The simplicity of the 
fixed-price menus belies the care with 
which these dishes are prepared and the 
beauty of their presentation. 
Contact: Le Sarment d’Or, 4 rue du Cerf, 
68�40 Riquewihr, tel. +��/�89-860-286, 
fax 479-92�, info@riquewihr-sarment-dor.
com, www.riquewihr-sarment-dor.com.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

JY’s                                  
 Colmar 

To taste the creativity of highly-
skilled Alsatian chef who enjoys playing 
with ingredients, try JY’S, a Michelin 
one-star in Colmar, where Jean-
Yves Schillinger manages to 
produce a surprisingly delight-
ful balance of chic and casual ambiance 
with excellent food and a sense of humor. 
Appetizers range in price from €18-28, 
including a pleasing concoction of lay-

ered crab, guacamole, and “taco cream” 
(made with tortilla chips) garnished with 
wasabi-flavored olive oil and a green-
apple sorbet, all in a large cocktail glass 
(€22). Main dishes are €24-34, including 
his “JY’s Burger” garnished with foie gras 
and truffled celery mayonnaise, accom-
panied by his own Spanish-style take on 
French fries (€34). You get the picture.

Other dishes combine more classic 
flavors, but still in unusual ways. The 
best deals are the multi-course fixed-price 
menus—three courses for €32 (lunch 
only), four courses for €54 or six for €72. 
The wine list includes several Alsatian 
wines sold by the glass, as well as a selec-
tion of by-the-bottle Burgundies. 

The restaurant’s 18th century build-
ing is directly on the canal in the “Little 
Venice” section of town; in warm weath-
er, try the patio overlooking the water. 
If you avoid trendy restaurants, this one 
might change your mind.
Contact: JY’S, 17 rue de Poissonerie, 
68000 Colmar, tel. +/��-�89-215-�60, fax 
215-�65, www.jean-yves-schillinger.com 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 14/20

Note: South of Colmar, between 
Rouffach and Guebwiller, the venerable 
Auberge aux Vieux Pressoir (Inn of the 
Old Wine Press), surrounded by its own 
vineyards, serves well-prepared tradi-
tional Alsatian dishes in several old-fash-
ioned, antique-filled dining rooms. Here 
one can dine on good Alsatian food, 
indoors or on the terrace, in tranquil 
surroundings along the picturesque wine 
route (www.bollenberg.com). 

Restaurant Du Parc             
Thann

Dine in old French splendor at the 
Restaurant du Parc in the Hotel du 
Parc manor house in Thann. The dining 
rooms feature high, frescoed ceilings, 
huge gilt mirrors, tall French doors, Ve-
netian chandeliers, massive oil paintings, 
and parquet floors. The standard menu 
offers a small selection of well-prepared 
appetizers (€17-19), meat and fish main 
dishes (€25-27), cheeses and desserts 
(€8-12). The fixed-price lunch menus 
(€19-28) and multi-course evening meals 
(€35 and €45) are highly recommended.
Contact: Hôtel du Parc, 23 rue Kleber, 
68800 Thann, tel. +��/�89-�7�-747, fax 
�75-62�, reception@alsacehotel.com, 

www.alsacehotel.com
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20

 

   

  

European cities are off limits to cars and 
others are entered by permit only. Viola-
tors caught on cameras are liable for 
substantial fines. 

Though rail travelers avoid all that, 
North Americans contemplating train 
travel in Europe this year should be 
aware of some recent developments:

• Green conscious Europeans are rid-
ing the rails in record numbers. It used to 
be a rail pass holder could jump aboard 
just about any train and not worry about 
a seat reservation. To some extent, that’s 
still true but there are notable exceptions 
we’ll discuss later.

• North Americans’ travel habits 
have changed. The plethora of regional 
passes now available for purchase re-
flects a trend toward a desire to limit 
travel to smaller geographic areas. The 
consecutive-day Global Eurail Pass that 
allows the traveler to visit an almost 
unlimited number of European cities in 
a short period of time, has been pushed 
aside by passes that offer fewer, but 
non-consecutive, days travel in from one 
to five countries. A Rail Europe executive 
told Gemütlichkeit this cover-less-territory 
movement is so strong that his company 
now sells more point-to-point tickets 
than rail passes.

• The Internet has broadened pur-
chase choices. North Americans can now 
buy city-to-city tickets at the websites 
of several European railroads and have 
them delivered to their home or print 
them on their home or office printer. 
Often these fares are cheaper than Rail 
Europe’s. (To its credit, however, Rail 
Europe has unveiled a new website that 
makes it a snap to buy rail tickets online. 
See gemut.raileurope.com.)

• European railroads are now in 
a low-fare competition with the doz-
ens of short-haul, discount European 
airlines. Fares in the €19 to €49 range 
are frequently available for advance, 
nonrefundable, purchase on long-dis-
tance trains. On May �0, Rail Europe’s 
website quoted second-class Berlin to 
Munich fares ranging from $166 to $240. 
Deutsche Bahn’s website (bahn.de) of-
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fered the same route on the same day for 
€49 second-class, and €69 first-class. 

Rail Passes vs. Individual Tickets 
Once you know rail will be part of 

your European vacation, the next decision 
is whether to purchase a rail pass (or pass-
es) or point-to-point tickets or both—not 
an easy choice. The buyer must weigh the 
price of tickets against the cost of the ap-
propriate pass. And, as can be seen from 
the forgoing Berlin-Munich example, the 
key is to find the lowest point-to-point 
fares. Depending on who sells the tickets, 
and when they are purchased, prices can 
vary widely. For example, it makes a huge 
difference in deciding on the purchase of 
a $251, three-day, second-class, Germany 
Twin Pass, whether a single Berlin-Mu-
nich ticket costs €49 (bahn.de) or $166 
(gemut.raileurope.com).  

This comparison of individual ticket 
fares versus rail passes is the very core 
of the problem. Finding prices for city-
to-city rail tickets in Europe is not easy. 
While fares within a single country are 
relatively simple to determine, it’s a dif-
ferent story with international fares. You 
may need to check a variety of rail web-
sites, some of which, like the French Rail 
site, are not so user-friendly. Rick Steves’ 
website has a map with the approximate 
fares between Europe’s major cities, but 
in my experience the prices are based 
on Rail Europe fares, not on discounted 
fares available for purchase online from 
overseas rail websites. 

Remember, too, in your decision-
making, that some rail passes, such 
as three, four and five-country Eurail 
passes, are first-class only; a factor to 
take into account when the lowest priced 
point-to-point tickets are for second-class 
travel. Also, just because you see a low 
fare on a European rail website such as 
bahn.de, it doesn’t mean that fare will 
be available over the counter in Europe.

Even if individual tickets are a little 
less expensive, rail passes have certain 
advantages:

• The pass offers greater flexibility 
as it gets you aboard virtually any train, 
whereas the lowest priced ticket is likely 
good only on a specific train and may be 
non-transferable or refundable.

• Buying tickets as needed in Europe 
almost always involves standing in line. 

Since most trains, especially in Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland, don’t require 
seat reservations, pass holders simply 
walk aboard the train; no standing in line.

• Most rail passes provide extra 
benefits: discounts on riverboats, fer-
ries, private trains, cable cars and other 
bonuses. The best perk is provided by 
the Swiss Pass which allows holders free 
admission to 400 museums, including 
nearly all of Switzerland’s most impor-
tant ones. 

The Right Rail Pass
There are literally dozens of rail 

passes for sale, and it is not always im-
mediately apparent which is right for 
you. If you’re sticking to one country 
then the rail pass for that country is 
an obvious choice. But if you’d like to 
venture into one or more neighboring 
countries your choices may be less obvi-
ous. Let’s say you and a companion plan 
to travel four days by train in Germany, 
but want to go to Bern, Switzerland, for a 
weekend. The six-day Switzerland-Ger-
many Saver Pass ($744 for two persons) 
seems the obvious choice. But there are 
other options: the German Twin Pass 
coupled with the Swiss Transfer Ticket; 
or the same Twin Pass but with regular 
roundtrip tickets from the Swiss border 
to Bern. Does either of these options beat 
the $744 Germany-Switzerland Saver? 
Let’s see. The first-class, four-day Twin 
Pass for two is $530 and a pair of first-
class Swiss Transfer Tickets (each good 
for one roundtrip between any border 
town or airport and any single Swiss 
destination) is $�56, a total outlay of 
$886. Scratch that. However, since your 
Twin Pass is good as far as Basel, you can 
save $86 by purchasing roundtrip sec-
ond-class tickets to Bern— about $64 per 
person—and your total drops to $658. 

Seat Reservations
 Though a seat reservation is not 

necessary on more than about 95-percent 
of trains in Germany, Austria and Swit-
zerland, North American travelers seem 
to have trouble accepting the idea of 
boarding a train without having reserved 
a specific seat, even though they have a 
rail pass that allows them to ride. Swit-
zerland, in fact, discourages reservations 
except on special trains like the Glacier 
Express. 

To determine which trains require 
reservations, check the online timetable 
of the country in which travel will origi-
nate. Trains requiring a seat reservation 
are typically marked with an ‘R’ or the 
words ‘seat reservation compulsory,’ in 
online and printed schedules. Generally 
speaking, however, reserved seats are 
required on France’s TGV trains, Thalys 
trains that run between France and 
Benelux countries, long distance trains 
in Spain, Norway and Italy, scenic Swiss 
trains, night trains, Eurostar, and a few 
ICE trains in Germany.

In Germany and Austria, no more 
than 70-percent of the total number of 
seats are available for reservation. There-
fore, if your trip begins at the train’s 
origination point, simply arrive at the 
station 15-20 minutes before departure 
and choose from among the �0-percent 
(or more) seats not marked by a reserva-
tion card. Seats are reserved for 15 min-
utes after the train departs the station. 

When you see an empty seat with 
a reservation tag, check to see for what 
portion of the journey the seat is re-
served. On a Frankurt-Hamburg train, 
for example, the tag may hold the seat 
for only the Hanover-Hamburg portion 
of the trip. Anyone can occupy that seat 
between Frankfurt and Hanover.

While it’s cheaper to wait until you 
get to Europe, there are times when it’s 
prudent to book a seat before leaving the 
U.S. A prime example is if you plan to go 
by rail to Avignon upon arrival in Paris. 

Even when a reservation is not 
required, you may want one on trips 
longer than an hour or two, especially 
during heavy travel times such as Friday 
and Sunday afternoons and on holidays. 
Reservations cost as little as €3 in Eu-
rope and $11 to about $40 when made 
through gemut.raileurope.com. 

Reservations in France
Rail pass travelers in France should 

be aware that, though reservations are 
required on all TGV trains, they may not 
always be easy to get. France Rail controls 
seats with yield management software 
that establishes a pecking order that gives 
rail passes a very low priority. Fewer 
seats are made available to North Ameri-
can rail pass holders than just about any 
other ticket category. Check the “Reserva-
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tions for Pass Holders” page at gemut.
raileurope.com for rail pass seat reserva-
tions on popular TGV routes this sum-
mer, and you’ll see many trains do not 
have pass holder seats available. 

First-Class or Second-Class?
First-class train travel in Europe is 

quieter, roomier and about 40 to 50-per-
cent more expensive than second-class. 
Second-class cars have a center aisle and 
two seats on both sides. First-class cars 
usually have two seats on one side of the 
aisle, and a single seat on the other side. 
First-class seats are wider and there are 
usually fewer of them per car, as well as 
more luggage space. On some premier 
trains, a meal is included in the price of a 
first-class ticket. The difference between 
the two classes on some trains is not 
great. For example, the air-conditioned 
second class cars on Germany’s fast ICE 
trains, are sleek and comfortable. We 
recommend first-class travel in Italy and 
eastern European countries.

Other Rail Options
• BahnCard: Those who plan to stay 

in Germany for several months may 
want to purchase a BahnCard, sold at 
German rail stations or online at bahn.
de. For €57 you’ll get a 25-percent dis-
count on first or second-class travel for 
a year. The 50-percent BahnCard is €230 
and the 100-percent discount—free travel 
for one year—is a hefty €3,800. These 
prices are discounted for students under 
27, kids under 15, and adults over 60.

• Schönes-Wochenende Ticket (Happy 
Weekend Ticket): For €37 when purchased 
online or from a station ticket machine 
(€39 otherwise), this ultra-budget option 
allows unlimited second-class travel on 
local trains for up to five persons traveling 
together on a Saturday or Sunday. Not 
valid on intercity (ICE, EC, IC) trains.

• Germany’s Länder tickets allow 
travel in any of 10 German federal states: 
Bavaria, Baden-Württemberg, Hessen, 
etc. They cost €26 to €34 and are good 
for unlimited second-class travel for one 
day for five persons traveling together on 
local trains. For an additional €13 travel 
is allowed on certain regional trains.  

• Switzerland’s SuperSaver tickets 
are sold at rail.ch. Though limited to 
certain routes, trains, and days, the dis-
counts can be substantial. On the Basel-

Bern route mentioned earlier, the fare 
on a specific June 19 train was about $25 
instead of $64. 

Key Rail Web Sites
From among the sites listed below be 

sure to bookmark bahn.de. It’s Europe’s 
top rail website, with an extensive set of 
tools for planning rail travel: timetables 
for the entire European rail system, 
station information, maps and much, 
much more. The depth of information is 
amazing. Many tickets can be purchased 
online and printed at home.

When accessing the France rail web-
site, if you identify yourself as a North 
American resident the site will re-direct 
you to Rail Europe where point-to-point 
tickets are likely to be more expensive. 
The site will be in English if you login as, 
say, a Norwegian.

The Switzerland website also has all 
the European timetables but it seems not 
quite as easy to use bahn.de.

It is apparently virtually impossible 
for North Americans to purchase tickets 
from the Italy rail site.

Seat61.com is the work of a single 
U.K. train buff and the information pro-
vided is both useful and extensive.

Austria: oebb.at/ 
Germany: bahn.de 
Switzerland: rail.ch
France: tgv.com
Italy: trentalia.com
Eurostar: eurostar.com
Thalys: thalys.com
Gemütlichkeit: gemut.raileurope.com
Independent: seat61.com

Cautions
Remember that everything you bring 

to Europe, everything you acquire while 
in Europe, you’ll carry on and off every 
train. The combination of a long walk 
and a short time between trains in a 
large station like Munich will cause you 
to reevaluate your packing priorities and 
your choice of luggage. 

Some travelers also consider the 
busy train routes that connect major 
European cities to be very much on 
the beaten track. As a rail rider in the 
summer you’ll find that many of your 
travel companions are fellow Americans. 
Depending on your point of view, that’s 
either a plus or a minus.

room—just what I wanted at nearly three 
in the morning. I crawled back into bed, 
covered my head with the blanket and 
vowed to complain loudly the next day.

At breakfast, my companions told 
similar horror stories. The hotel’s mar-
keting manager appeared to ask our 
opinion of the hotel.  A tall, cool, twenty-
something blonde, pencil-thin in a black 
mini-sheath, she listened poker-faced 
to our complaints. Then, peering down 
at our group of middle-aged Americans 
she said, “This is a ‘design hotel.’ You 
obviously do not understand the design 
concept.” With that she walked off and 
we never saw her again.

Not every “design hotel” is a disas-
ter.  I’ve stayed in some beautiful mod-
ern European hotels that combined good 
design, high-quality furnishings, useful 
amenities, and a well-trained staff—all of 
which enhanced the experience.  

One pays a premium to sleep sur-
rounded by the latest “style” (which 
often looks suspiciously similar to ‘60’s 
retro), but who wants to spend $300-
plus for a minimalist room with sparse 
furnishings (often no better than IKEA-
quality), exotic hardwood floors, cool but 
poorly-functioning bathroom fixtures, 
and a lighting system more complicated 
than an early TiVo?  Even a pleasant staff 
and a chic bar can’t make up for that.

“Design hotels” have sprung up all 
over the globe. Their rooms are often so 
alike that you could be anywhere on the 
planet: Singapore, Sydney, or Stuttgart; 
Boston, Beijing, or Berlin.  Call me a 
curmudgeon, but I still prefer hotels with 
“character” and “personality,” where the 
manager proudly notes that “each room 
is different,” and where guests are made 
to feel at home, not like unwanted in-
truders cluttering up the toney scene.

That said, I think I’ll go have dinner 
at the new “gastronomic restaurant” 
down the street.  I like that trendy term 
nearly as much as “design hotel.”

Note:  Design Hotels (TM) is an asso-
ciation of 175 hotels in 41 countries. See 
its website for photographs and prices of 
designated Design Hotels in cities where 
you plan to travel:

www.designhotels.com 
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