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One of the clever tourism marketing schemes of modern times is the wine road. Like many 
European countries, Germany has its share of such routes. This one is its first.   

ruyères is a one-day town. De-
spite its postcard beauty and 
dramatic setting, the village can 

be easily be seen, cheese factory and all, 
in a single day. 

We visited the town, 
set on a hilltop within the 

walls of a 15th Century castle, on a cool, 
drizzly April day and, except for one 
bus load that hustled directly to one of 
the town’s restaurants—no doubt for the 
obligatory fondue — we literally had the 
place to ourselves.  

The main street of wonderfully 
preserved old houses is mostly souve-
nir shops and places to eat, more like 
Disneyland than a real town with real 
people. We can only speculate on what 
Gruyères is like in fine weather, no doubt 
thick with tourists and umbrella-capped 
café tables lining the cobbled streets.

The Gruyère Castle (adults CHF 
9.5, seniors CHF 8.5, Kids 6-16 CHF 3) 
is worth a look but don’t waste your 
money or time at the Wax Museum. 
In the HR Giger Museum, part of the 
Château Saint Germain, are the eerie 
works of the man who designed the 
monsters for the Alien movies.

The demonstration cheese dairy, 
whose presentation is not quite up to 
the fromagerie in the Appenzell vil-
lage of Stein, is at the base of the hill 
below the village and provides an 
interesting couple of hours.  There is 
commentary in English on the cheese-
making process, something one ob-
serves from a gallery above the vats, 

Dollars to euros
After “where should we stay in 

xyz?,” the question we hear most is 
how best to change dollars into for-
eign currency, mainly euros. The an-
swer is simple; take your ATM debit 
card to Europe and withdraw the 
cash you need from bank ATM ma-
chines. Be sure you have a four-digit 
PIN and you might also want to talk 
to your bank about raising the daily 
maximum amount that can be with-
drawn. To pay for larger purchases, 
such as hotel bills, use a credit card, 
preferably one that doesn’t charge a 
foreign transaction fee (Capitol One 
and a few others).

Not convinced? You’ve got 
company. I read listservs and online 
forums where some folks actually 
sing the praises of exchanging large 
amounts of dollars for euros here in 
North America, then carrying them to 
Europe. Still others rely on traveler’s 
check or debit cards pre-loaded with 
euros.  

Bill Clinton won an election by 
adhering to the phrase, “it’s the 
economy, stupid.” When it comes to 
changing money, it’s the exchange 
rate, stupid. 

Recently a man headed to Europe 
for the first time asked me what I 
thought about purchasing one of 
those cards pre-loaded with foreign 
currency. He wanted 2,000 euros. The 
balance on the card would diminish 
as the card was used. Sounds safe 
and easy and, in fact, is. But there’s 
just the tiniest catch; it would cost 
him about $400. Here’s how. To get 
a card pre-loaded with 2,000 euros, 
he said, would cost “about $3,000.” 
I noted that the exchange rate that 
day was one euro to $1.30 and the 
company that wanted to sell him 
the pre-loaded card was charging 
$1.50 for each euro. With an ATM 
debit card he could get close to the 
1.3 exchange rate. Thus the difference 
in cost between using his ATM card 

he Deutsche Weinstrasse, 
Germany’s first wine road, is 
one of the country’s best kept 

secrets. Lesser known to foreigners than 
the Rhine and Mosel 
wine regions, the route 

wends its way down part of Germany’s 
Pfalz region, through vineyards and 
villages nestled in the foothills of the 
forested Haardt Mountains overlooking 
the Rhine River plain.

The route’s establishment in 1935 
was a government strategy to increase 
wine sales. Villages on it were directed to 
add an der Weinstrasse to their name, and 
roads were marked Weinstrasse. 

Extending for about 50 miles on a 
north-south axis between Schweigen-
Rechtenbach, near the French border 
west of Karlsruhe, and Bochenheim at 

the northern end, west of Worms, it 
can easily be covered by car in half a 
day. But there are so many attractions 
along the way that you’ll want to lin-
ger awhile in this pleasant part of the 
country.

Situated in Germany’s southwest-
ern quadrant, the Pfalz region has an 
especially mild climate, with 1,800 
hours of sunlight annually. It’s also 
Germany’s largest cultivated area, 
where soil and sunlight combine to 
produce abundant and hugely varied 
crops of fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
and nuts.

The Pfalz is well suited for grow-
ing grapes, too, the first of which were 
planted there by the Romans 2,000 
years ago. Today, it is the second-largest 
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and buying the pre-loaded card was 
$400. There might, of course, be some 
ATM transaction fees, but far less than 
$400. At the end of our conversation he 
agreed that buying euros in this way is 
a very bad idea.

Traveler’s checks? Remember 
those bygone days when we used to 
buy them in foreign denominations; 
deutschmarks, francs (both Swiss and 
French), and lira. No changing dollars 
in Europe. They worked well, were 
accepted by most businesses, though 
the rate of exchange our U.S. banks, 
Thomas Cook and American Express 
gave us was well above the inter-bank 
rate we now get with ATM and credit 
cards. But that was then, this is now. 
Try to cash a traveler’s check in Europe 
and you may get a shrug and a shake 
of the head, even in a bank…provided 
one’s open when you need money. So, 
other than the lousy exchange rate and 
the difficulty in cashing them, travel-
er’s checks are perfect. 

A woman who regularly posts on a 
popular travel listserv I follow claims 
buying a few thousand euros before 
leaving for Europe is the way to go. No 
worries about finding ATMs or banks, 
and every business accepts them. Last 
winter she informed the list that she 
had purchased 3,000 euros to use for 
spending money during six weeks in 
a Venice apartment this summer. She 
viewed the dollar as weakening and 
expected to make money on the deal. 
On January 15 the inter-bank exchange 

rate was 1.45. She probably paid 1.55. 
Thus her 3,000 euros, if purchased that 
day, cost $4,650. But last spring the dol-
lar did something a lot of people didn’t 
expect. It got stronger. This summer the 
exchange rate has ranged from 1.19 to 
1.31. Let’s figure an average of 1.25. Us-
ing that number, had our Venice-bound 
traveler used an ATM to obtain money 
as needed, her 3,000 euros would have 
cost her about $3,750, a difference of 
$900. Of course currencies fluctuate 
constantly and given other circum-
stances she might have made money. 
But, just as it isn’t smart to “time” the 
stock market it’s not prudent to try to 
guess the future value of currencies. 
Buying euros a few at a time is akin to 
dollar-cost-averaging when investing 
in stocks or mutual funds. That way 
the averages work in your favor. You 
might not make as much but you also 
don’t lose as much if things don’t go 
your way. It’s the same with foreign 
currency. Buying a little bit at a time is 
prudent. Of course the elephant in the 
room in this discussion is the incred-
ible naivete of traveling in airports and 
foreign countries with large amounts 
of currency…of any denomination. 

And, you should never, ever swap 
money at a currency exchange booth in 
an airport, rail station or on the street. 

For bigger purchases abroad, hotel 
bills, restaurant meals, etc. (not rental 
cars; prepay those before leaving for 
Europe), I like my credit card. Yes, it 
costs me three-percent (two-percent 
with Amex) in foreign transaction fees, 
but I get frequent flyer miles, a record 

of my transactions, the best possible 
exchange rate, and I usually don’t 
have to pay for several weeks. If I had 
a Capitol One card there would be no 
foreign transaction fees. Don’t take a 
Discover card to Europe, it won’t be 
accepted. 

One note about credit card use in 
Europe: many automated machines 
that dispense such items as rail and 
parking tickets require a credit card 
with an embedded chip. Generally 
speaking, European credit cards have 
the chips and North American cards 
do not. These are called “chip and 
PIN” cards. In some cases you’ll be 
OK if you can enter your PIN, so be 
sure you know your credit card’s PIN. 
At a rail station you can usually buy 
from a real person at a ticket window, 
but in other circumstances you may be 
out of luck; your card may not work at 
automated gas stations, toll-road col-
lection stations, and unattended park-
ing garages. 
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GERmAN wINE ROUTE
Continued from page 1 Visitor information:  

• Rheinland-Pfalz Tourismus GmbH, 
Löhrstrasse 103-105, 56068 Koblenz, tel. 
+49/261-915-200, fax 915-2040, info@
rlp-info.de, www.rlp-info.de
• www.germany-tourism.de (then 
search: German Wine Route)
• www.deutsche-weinstrasse.de (in 
German only)
• www.suedlicheweinstrasse.de/en/
Land transportation: Rail service from 
major German hubs to Mannheim and 
Ludwigshafen (the nearest major cit-
ies to the northern end of the German 
Wine Route) and to Karlsruhe (nearest 
to the southern end). Local bus service 
to most towns along the route. A car is 
recommended for the most flexibility 
in exploring the German Wine Route. 
Hiking and biking are also popular in 
this region.
Driving distances to Mannheim from:
Frankfurt 106 km   66 mi
Stuttgart  138 km   86 mi  
Munich  347 km 216 mi 
Berlin  657 km 408 mi
Driving distances to Karlsruhe from:
Frankfurt 135 km   84 mi 
Stuttgart  81   km   50 mi  
Munich  270 km 168 mi  
Berlin  670 km 416 mi 
Airports near Mannheim: Frankfurt/
Main Airport, 70 km/43 miles, Frank-
furt-Hahn Airport, 120 km/75 miles
Airports near Karlsruhe: Frankfurt/
Main Airport, 136 km/85 miles, Frank-
furt-Hahn Airport, 159 km/99 miles.

wine route Basics plain to the mountain foothills. Ger-
many’s oldest continually producing 
vineyard is located at Rhodt unter Ri-
etburg, near the middle of the German 
Wine Route. Forty-five different varieties 
of white grapes are now grown in the 
Pfalz, along with 22 red varieties. The 
majority of the wines made in the Pfalz 
are white, but red wines are becoming 
increasingly important.

A fun way to sample these wines is 
to attend one of the local festivals held 
throughout the region. From the first 
white blossoms on the almond trees 
in mid-March until St. Martin’s Day 
in November, more than 200 festivals 
are scheduled along the German Wine 
Route. The giant of them all is the 500-
year-old Bad Dürkheimer Wurstmarkt 
(Sausage Market), the Pfalz’s equivalent 
of Munich’s beery Oktoberfest. Despite 
its name, the Wurstmarkt is actually 
the largest wine festival in the world, 
attracting more than half a million visi-
tors annually. During nine days in mid-
September, they converge on the festival 
grounds to eat sausages, ride the huge 
Ferris wheel, play carnival games, watch 
fireworks displays, and of course drink 
wine—more than 400,000 liters.

Escape the crush of Bad Dürkheim’s 
crowds at the many smaller wine festi-
vals along the route, usually held for one 
to three days over a single weekend. Lo-
cal vintners open their cellars and court-
yards to customers who sit on benches 
at long tables, eating regional specialties 
and sipping wines in the shade of a 
grape arbor. At a typical village wine 
festival, a brass band parades through 
town, followed by homemade floats 
(often depicting wine-making themes). 
Then the mayor makes a long-winded 
speech before crowning that year’s Wine 
Queen, invariably a pretty teenage girl 
whose family owns a winery.

It is also possible to walk from one 
town to the next on the route’s well-
marked, 60-mile hiking trail. And on the 
last Sunday in August, Deutscher Wein-
strasse Erlebnistag (German Wine Route 
Adventure Day), the entire 50-mile high-
way is closed to motorized traffic, allow-
ing between 300,000 and 400,000 walkers 
and bicyclists to crowd the road and 
wander from village to village, tasting 
wines at vintner stands along the way.

wine region in Germany (in total acre-
age), whose 144 grape-growing commu-
nities often produce the largest annual 
vintage in the country. Pfalz vintners not 
only make good everyday table wines, 
but also many award-winning finer 
wines, including sparkling Sekt. Even 
so, a false impression remains that Pfalz 
wines are generally sweet, undistin-
guished, and inferior to those produced 
elsewhere in Germany.

Those who stop to taste a little 
wine along the Deutsches Weinstrasse 
will soon discover that Pfalz wines 
can be very good indeed. But be fore-
warned when the term Schoppen ap-
pears on a wine list. Elsewhere in Ger-
many, Schoppen means a .2- or .25-liter 
glass of wine. In the Pfalz, however, a 
Schoppen is a whopping half-liter glass, 
more than you might want to consume 
at one sitting. (If the half-liter contain-
er is made of dimpled glass, it’s called 
a Dubbelglas in the Pfalz.)

Start your journey at the massive, 
red-sandstone, 1930s-era Deutsches 
Weintor (German Wine Gate), at the 
southern entrance to the wine route, 
in the village of Schweigen-Rechten-
bach. Here along Germany’s border 
with France, it’s hard to tell where the 
vineyards of Alsace end and those of the 
Pfalz begin. The village encompasses 
several rustic wine taverns owned by 
local vintners, as well as a fine restau-
rant (see page nine), a vinothek, and a 
tourist-information office located at the 
Deutsches Weintor itself.

Driving northward, the route passes 
through village after village of old half-
timbered houses, many with arched 
stone gateways that lead to cobblestoned 
courtyards bedecked with bright red 
geraniums. In the hills near Bad Berg-
zabern, Dörrenbach—known as “the 
Sleeping Beauty of the Pfalz”—is an 
especially pretty little town, well worth a 
visit. Some of these villages are still sur-
rounded by medieval stone walls, built 
for protection in less peaceful times. The 
route also features a number of castles, 
fortresses, and watchtowers, some in 
ruins, but others restored to former 
glory. From Schloss Bad Bergzabern in 
the south to the 13th-century Burg Neu-

leiningen in the north, the Pfalz lives up 
to its name, one derived from the Latin 
palatium, meaning “palace” (the Palati-
nate, in English).

Roman ruins dot the hillsides, too. 
Notable are the partially reconstructed 
Roman wine estate and the nearby 
Roman wine press at Bad Dürkheim-
Ungstein. Outside Wachenheim, the 
large Villa Rustica is another excavated 
Roman villa and winery. In this same 
area, at Ringwall-Teufelsstein, is the im-
pressive, and even older, Heidenmauer 
(“Heathen Wall”), a Celtic ringwall that 
dates from 500 B.C.

Dominating the landscape are the 
vineyards that stretch from the Rhine 

mailto:info@rlp-info.de
mailto:info@rlp-info.de
http://www.rlp-info.de
http://www.germany-tourism.de
http://www.deutsche-weinstrasse.de
http://www.suedlicheweinstrasse.de/en/
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Key websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

If you prefer indoor activities, con-
sider the many Heimatmuseums (local 
history museums). Those in Grünstadt 
and Bad Dürkheim are particularly 
interesting, with their exhibits of old 
pottery, clothing and other textiles, 
reconstructed rooms from centuries 
past, and documents relating to local 
history. Wine-lovers should see the 
fascinating Museum für Weinkultur 
in Deidesheim’s 16th-century Rathaus. 
Its several floors of exhibits include 
wine-making implements from Roman 
to modern times, an extensive collec-
tion of wine bottles and labels, and an 
attractive display of old wine glasses 
and stoneware jugs. Tucked away on a 
side street in Deidesheim, the German 
Museum for Film and Photographic 
Technology is also of interest. 

The northern end of the German 
Wine Route is in Bochenheim at Das 
Haus der Deutschen Weinstrasse, a 
rather ugly modern structure that spans 
the highway. It combines a tourism-and-
wine-information center with a restau-
rant offering regional specialties, Pfalz 
wines, and a panoramic view over miles 
of vineyards. After visiting the quiet, less 

Gasthof Zum Lam             
Gleiszellen-Gleishorbach
Also highly recommended in the 

Bad Bergzabern area is this charming 
hotel and restaurant in a half-timbered 
house built in 1776. Each of the 11 cozy 
guestrooms in this old building is differ-
ent in size and shape, many with ex-
posed wooden beams. All have modern 
tiled bathrooms and modern furniture. 
The rustic restaurant on the ground floor 
serves well-prepared regional dishes and 
is a favorite of both locals and tourists. 
Gasthof Zum Lam is in the tiny village 
of Gleiszellen, one of the prettiest towns 
in the southern part of the wine route.
Daily Rates: Singles €52, doubles €80-90
Contact: Gasthof Zum Lam, Win-
zergasse 37, 76889 Gleiszellen, tel. 
+49/6343-939212, fax 939213, info@
zum-lam.de, www.zum-lam.de  
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

Hotel Deidesheimer Hof      
Deidesheim

The five-star, family-owned De-
idesheimer Hof on the Marktplatz in 
the center of town has long been a fa-
vorite stop for Pfalz travelers who seek 
luxurious accommodations and superb 
service. The 28 stylish, comfortable, 
air-conditioned guestrooms are in a 1781 
wine merchant’s house that was rebuilt 
in Renaissance style around 1900. Also 
on the premises are two fine restaurants 
(see restaurant reviews). 

Framed photos of such guests as 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip, 
Margaret Thatcher, John Major, Vaclav 
Havel, Boris Yeltsin, Mikhail Gorbachev, 
and King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia 
of Spain line the walls of this famous 
and venerable establishment. 
Daily Rates: Singles €95-165, doubles 
€125-215, suites €145-310 (depending 
on single or double occupancy); break-
fast €18/person
Contact: Hotel Deidesheimer Hof, 
Am Marktplatz, 67146 Deidesheim, 
tel. +49/6326-96870, fax 7685, info@
deidesheimerhof.de, www.de-
idesheimerhof.de 
Rating: Quality 18/20, Value 16/20

Gästehaus Ritter Von Böhl 
Deidesheim

A short distance from Deidesheim’s 

touristed Pfalz wine region, you might 
be ready to explore the better known 
wine routes along the Mosel and Rhine 
rivers. But don’t be surprised if memo-
ries of the slower pace of life in the Pfalz 
beckon you back for another journey to 
this scenic little corner of Germany.

wine road Hotels
A wide range of hotels can be found 

along the Deutsche Weinstrasse, but the 
most gemütlich are little family-run inns 
located in historic buildings in wine vil-
lages. Some vintners also rent Zimmern 
(private bedrooms, with breakfast) in 
their wineries. Check with local tourist 
offices for a list of accommodations in 
the towns or regions you plan to visit.

Landhaus & Weingut Wilker              
Pleisweiler-Oberhofen

In a new addition to an old, half-
timbered house near Bad Bergzabern, 
this modern, family-run, three-star hotel 
is adjacent to a winery and surrounded 
by vineyard-covered rolling hills. 
All 17 of its amply-sized but 
plain rooms have private balco-
nies overlooking the pastoral landscape. 
Room Number 11 is very large, with a 
nice sitting area, and Number 13 is also 
spacious, with an especially big balcony. 
A very friendly and quiet place to stay in 
the countryside.

A copious breakfast buffet is served 
in a bright, cheerful room overlooking 
the vineyards. In nice weather, you’ll 
want to linger longer over breakfast 
on the large terrace outside. The buf-
fet offers a selection of excellent fresh 
breads, cheeses, cold meats, eggs, and 
fruit juices. Don’t miss the hotel’s own 
homemade fruit jams and jellies, many 
made with their own wine. (You can buy 
jars to take with you, too.)

The Landhaus Wilker also has a very 
good restaurant (see page nine) and 
Weinstube (wine tavern), located in the 
older, half-timbered part of the building.
Daily Rates: Prices are seasonal. Singles 
€45-75, doubles €56-100 
Contact: Landhaus Wilker, Hauptstrasse 
31, 76889 Pleisweiler-Oberhofen, tel. 
+49/6343-700700, fax 700707, land-
haus@wilker.de, www.wilker.de  
Rating: Quality 15/20 Value 16/20  
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Low-season airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best fares on Lufthansa, American, Delta, 

United, British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are  round trip to Germany  for 
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 12/31/10. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 5/10/10, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include VAT, CDW, theft insurance, 
road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $207 $30
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $207 $30
Opel Astra (Auto) $327 $48
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $247 $35
VW Passat  (Auto) $393 $56
Audi A4 $379 $54
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $267 $38
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $390  $56
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $483  $69
VW Touran  $347 $50
VW Golf SW $284 $38
VW Passat SW $327 $47
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $377 $54
BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS)  $613 $88
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $419  $60
VW Sharan 7-pass $676 $97
VW Minibus 9-pass $676 $97

Austria
Fiat Punto $237 $34
FOrd Focus $253 $36
VW Golf (Auto) $457 $65
Mercedes B-Class  $306 $44
Peugeot 407 $327 $47
Skoda Octavia $340 $49
VW Touran (Auto)  $442 $63
Ford Focus Wagon $283 $40
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $429 $61 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $643 $92

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $263 $38
Opel Astra $287 $41
Ford Focus (Auto) $402 $57
Opel Vectra  $409 $58
Audi A4 (Auto/GPS) $977 $140
Toyota Avensis (Auto)  $476 $68
Opel Zafira  $458 $65
VW Golf Wagon  $408 $58
Ford Galaxy Van $579 $83
Renault 7-Pax Van (auto) $757 $108

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through Dec. 31, 2010, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$280, including 19% VAT. 

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$361 
Boston ..........................................$347
Chicago .........................................$361
Dallas ............................................$372 
Denver ..........................................$419
Los Angeles ..................................$476
Miami ............................................$337 
New York ......................................$305
Orlando .........................................$411
Seattle ..........................................$476
San Francisco ...............................$476
Washington DC ..............................$380
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €60 
Berlin  .............................. €59
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €59
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €69 
Munich  ............................ €59
Munich Airport ................ €49
Wiesbaden ........................ €72
Graz .................................. €54
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €99
Vienna  ............................. €36 
Vienna Airport ................. €79
Grindelwald ..................... CHF150
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF99
Zürich  .............................. CHF110
Zürich Airport .................. CHF110

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com




Get the latest rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS  1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $756 $641 $491 
consecutive days        $980 $832 $636
1 month                          $1218 $1032 $793
2 months                   $1719 $1461 $1118
3 months                  $2120 $1809 $1382
EURAIL FLEXIPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $893 $758 $583
15 days in 2 months   $1173 $999 $763
EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $479 $407 $312
6 days in 2 months  $529 $451 $346
8 days in 2 months $628 $536 $407
10 days in 2 months $727 $615 $470
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $536 $453 $348
6 days in 2 months $586 $500 $381
8 days in 2 months $684 $582 $444
10 days in 2 months $782 $663 $506
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $591 $501 $384
6 days in 2 months $641 $544 $415
8 days in 2 months $740 $627 $479
10 days in 2 months $835 $708 $541 
15 days in 2 months   $1059 $901 $689
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $243 $207 $158  
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 33 $ 28 $ 21

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $377 $310 $310 $266 $266
6 days in 2 months $419 $344 $344 $296 $296
8 days in 2 months $491 $408 $408 $352 $352
10 days in 2 months $566 $471 $471 $410 $410

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $299 (1Cl)   $209 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $36    $28
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $293 $250 $268 $217 $186
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $40 $ 33 $28

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $249 $215 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 39 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $351 $307 $307 $271 $232
5 days in 2 months $391 $341 $341 $301 $258
6 days in 2 months $432 $377 $377 $332 $283
7 days  in 2 months $473 $410 $410 $360 $313
8 days  in 2 months $513 $448 $448 $394 $341
9 days  in 2 months $554 $483 $483 $426 $366
10 days in 2 months $595 $519 $519 $454 $396
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $319 $265
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42 $35 $29
GERMAN RAILPASS
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $364 $277 $222 $280 $204
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 45 30 $17 $31 $23

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $390 $332 $332 $285 $285
6 days in 2 months $429 $365 $365 $315 $315
8 days  in 2 months $510 $433 $433 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $504 $504 $433 $433
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $405 $305 $305 $247 $247
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $43 $33 $33 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $430 $388 $388 $350 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $333
6 days in 2 months $520 $468 $468 $418 $366
8 days  in 2 months $611 $550 $550 $479 $428
10 days in 2 months $701 $632 $632 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $452 $385 $318
6 days in 2 months $498 $424 $350
8 days in 2 months $589 $503 $414
10 days in 2 months $681 $582 $479
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $244 $199 $208 $169 $161
Avg Extra Rail Day $30 $24 $25 $20 $19
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $366 $311 $257
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 41  $35 $28

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $399 $266 $340 $226 $299 $200
8 consec. days   $576 $384 $490 $328 $432 $290
15 consec. days  $697 $465 $593 $395 $523  $350
22 consec. days  $805 $536 $685 $457 $604 $403
1 month $885 $590 $753 $503 $664 $443
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $326 $217 $383 $255
4 days in 1 month  $395 $263 $463 $309
5 days in 1 month  $457 $305 $536 $358
6 days in 1 month  $519 $347 $609 $407
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $261 (1-Cl)  $187 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $196 (1-Cl)  $130 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age.Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 are free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2010
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices are changing rapidly. Prices 
listed here are approximations. At 
www.gemut.raileuorpe.com you can 
securely buy the listed passes, as well 
as many others, plus book individual 
tickets. Or, for current prices, and to 
place a rail pass order, call 800-521-
6722x3, though we no longer book 
city-to-city tickets by phone.  For Euro-
pean timetables go to www.bahn.de. 

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html


Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2010
European River Cruises
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

EnCHantinG DanubE
9 days, budapest to Passau. From $1799*

DanubE DiSCOvERy
9 days, vienna to nürnberg. From $2099*

RHinE DiSCOvERy
9 days, nürnberg to basel. From $2099*

CaStlES alOnG tHE RHinE
9 days, basel to amsterdam. From $1899*

lEGEnDaRy RHinE & MOSEl
14 days, amsterdam to basel. From $3599*

EuROPEan JEwElS
16 days, buapest to amsterdam. From $4299*

EuROPEan SERERanDE
14 days, vienna to amsterdam, From $3799*

EaStERn EuROPE ExPlORER
16 days, vienna to bucharest. From $4629*

PaRiS & EuROPEan RivER ROManCE
11 days, Paris to nürnberg. From $2799*

PaRiS & tHE HEaRt OF EuROPE
18 days, Paris to vienna. From $4699*

GRanD EuROPEan DiSCOvERy
16 days, basel to vienna. From $4049*

GRanD EuROPEan SERERanDE
28 days, amsterdam to bucharest. From $8429*

GRanD EuROPEan ExPlORER
30 days, basel to bucharest. From $9199*

For free video and catalog, or to book space, phone Gemütlichkeit

800-521-6722, press option 3

When you sail with Uniworld
• Shore excursions included
• non-smoking ships
• English language only
• unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• terry cloth robes
• Satellite tv in cabins
• Fitness Center

*Many Early
Booking Discounts

Still Available

Cruising Through Europe
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Marktplatz, the three-star Gästehaus Rit-
ter von Böhl provides 22 clean, simple, 
almost monastic, modern-style rooms 
in a historic building dating from 1494. 
On the ground floor, the Café Alt De-
idesheim serves excellent house-made 
cakes, pastries, and ice creams. The 
hotel’s good breakfast buffet, featuring 
fresh products from its bakery, is served 
in a sunny, glass-covered courtyard en-
closed by 15th-century walls.
Daily Rates: Singles €49, doubles €75-89
Contact: Gästehaus Ritter von Böhl, 
Weinstrasse 35-37, 67146 Deidesheim, 
tel. +49/6326-972201, fax 972200, gaeste-
haus@ritter-von-boehl.de, www.
ritter-von-boehl.de 
Rating: Quality 12/20, Value 15/20

Pfalz restaurants
Regional specialties include home-

made sausages with wine-seasoned 
sauerkraut; Leberknödel, light, airy, 
liver-flavored dumplings; Saumagen, the 
stomach lining of a sow, stuffed with a 
minced-meat-and-potato mixture; and 
Dampfnudeln, big steamed, yeast-raised 
bread dumplings served in a pool of 
creamy vanilla sauce or savory wine 
sauce. If these traditional dishes seem a 
bit heavy, there are plenty of Pfalz chefs 
who’ve developed lighter dishes with 
local ingredients, such as zucchini blos-
soms stuffed with shrimp and napped 
with a Riesling wine sauce, or cold 
rhubarb-and-red-wine terrine garnished 
with fresh strawberries and red currants.

During the autumn grape harvest, 
many Pfalz villages have their own Fed-
erweissenfest (or Bitzlerfest). Federweisse 
(Bitzler, in the local dialect) is the newly 
pressed, fermenting grape juice still in 
the process of becoming wine. Cloudy, 
yeasty and bubbly, it’s a refreshing, rela-
tively low-alcohol drink, served straight 
from the barrel. But it can pack a punch 
if too much is consumed too quickly. 
Glasses of Federweisse are traditionally 
served with a slice of hot Zwiebelkuchen, 
savory onion tart, which helps counter 
the effects of the alcohol.

Landhaus Wilker               
Pleisweiler-Oberhofen

The Landhaus Wilker Restaurant and 
the Weinstube “Alter Wilhelm,” both 
in the Landhaus Wilker, are 
excellent venues for well-pre-

pared, reasonably-priced regional dishes 
that feature local ingredients flavored 
with fresh herbs from the chef’s garden. 
The food is accompanied by the owner’s 
own wines, and served in the cozy atmo-
sphere of an old half-timbered house and 
its courtyard with grapevines trailing 
along the walls. 

A good starter is spring herb soup 
with little pistachio dumplings (€5.20); 
other tasty soups are €4.50-5.50. Salads 
cost €4-€11.80; sizable appetizers are 
€9.80-12.80; and several vegetarian 
dishes are offered at €9.80-10.50. Well 
garnished meat dishes—pork, beef, 
lamb, duck, turkey—are €10-26.80; the 
pork medallions with gorgonzola sauce 
are especially good. Pfälzer specialties 
include liver dumplings with bacon 
sauce and sauerkraut (€6.50) and Sauma-
gen with sauerkraut (€7.20). Many of the 
desserts (€3-5.80) are made with local 
fruits and berries. The black currant 
sorbet with foamy Sekt sauce is refresh-
ingly delicious. Finish the meal with a 
little glass of locally distilled chestnut 
liquor (€2.90).

The restaurant also offers fixed-price 
seasonal menus: three courses (€24) and 
four courses (€34).
Contact: Landhaus Wilker, Hauptstrasse 
31, 76889 Pleisweiler-Oberhofen (Near 
Bad Bergzabern), tel. +49/6343-700700, 
fax 700707, landhaus@wilker.de, 
www.wilker.de
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20 

Reuters Holzappel               
Bad Bergzabern-Oberhofen
Diners here are ushered into one of 

several cozy rooms in a house that dates 
from 1742. Each space is lit by candles 
and decorated with the paintings of local 
artists. In nice weather, one can dine 
in the grapevine-covered courtyard. 
The menu at this popular restaurant is 
based on fresh, seasonal ingredients and 
features local specialties such as creamy 
snail soup (€ 4.50), Saumagen with sau-
erkraut cooked in Riesling wine (€7.70), 
and two kinds of Flammkuchen, a pizza-
like dish originally from nearby Alsace 
(€6.90-8.40). Small hot or cold dishes are 
priced from €4.60-980, and meat main 
dishes are €13.40-18.20. Let the chef 
choose the dishes on the three-course 
“Surprise Menu” (€23). Reservations 
recommended.

Reuters Holzappel also rents two 
bedrooms; €35 single and €55 double. 
The restaurant is open Tues.-Sat., 5pm-
9:30pm, and on Sunday for lunch.

Contact: Reuters Holzappel, Haupt-
strasse 11, 76889 Bad Bergzabern-Ober-
hofen, tel. +49/6343-4245, fax 931759, 
info@reuters-holzappel.de, www.
reuters-holzappel.de 
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 16/20

Restaurant Deutsches Weintor 
Schweigen-Rechtenbach
This elegant modern restaurant 

recently opened at the southern end of 
the German Wine Route in the stone 
building on one side of the Deutsches 
Weintor. It offers excellent regional 
dishes, creatively prepared and artfully 
served. Soups, such as the tasty wild 
garlic cream soup are priced around €4, 
and appetizers are €7-11.50. Local dishes 
(€7.50-8.50) include Saumagen-stuffed 
Maultaschen (like big ravioli) with 
creamed sauerkraut on the side, and 
wild boar sausages with green aspara-
gus (in summer). Large-portioned meat 
and fish dishes are €14.50-18.50, and the 
wine list offers a nice selection of Pfälzer 
wines, reasonably priced around €3.50 
for a quarter-liter.
Contact: Restaurant Deutsches Wein-
tor, Weinstrasse 4, 76889 Schweigen-
Rechtenbach, tel. +49/6342-9227888, 
fax 9227889, restaurant@weintor.de, 
www.weintor.de. Open daily, 11am 
– 11pm
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 17/20

Note: The Weinhaus Becher, also 
in Schweigen-Rechtenbach, is a cozy, 
friendly, family-run wine tavern featur-
ing simple local dishes and the owner’s 
own wines. Worth visiting for its typical 
Weinstrasse atmosphere.

Restaurant St. Urban          
Deidesheim

The three rooms of the Restaurant 
St. Urban, on the main floor of the 
Hotel Deidesheimer Hof, are 
appealingly decorated like an 
old Weinstube (wine tavern), with dark 
wood paneling, stained glass windows, 
and regional pottery and pewter dis-
played on the shelves along the walls. 
The menu changes with the seasons. On 
the à la carte menu, soups are around 

mailto:gaestehaus@ritter-von-boehl.de
mailto:gaestehaus@ritter-von-boehl.de
http://www.ritter-von-boehl.de
http://www.ritter-von-boehl.de
mailto:landhaus@wilker.de
http://www.wilker.de
mailto:info@reuters-holzappel.de
http://www.reuters-holzappel.de
http://www.reuters-holzappel.de
mailto:restaurant@weintor.de
http://www.weintor.de
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GRUyèRES
Continued from page 1

€7, and appetizers start at €11.80, with a 
selection from the entire appetizer cart at 
€14.80. Meat and fish main dishes range 
from €14.80-23.80, and tempting desserts 
are €8.90-15.50. The fixed-price menus 
are especially recommended: three 
courses (€43), four courses (€51), and a 
special four-course Menu zur Weinkultur 
for €50 (or €67 with wines paired with 
each dish).

Food at the St. Urban comes from the 
same kitchen as the Michelin one-star-
rated Restaurant Schwarzer Hahn locat-
ed in the lower level of the Deidesheimer 
Hof. This is a place to splurge. Order 
à la carte or select from among several 
fixed-price, multi-course menus, ranging 
from five courses at €88 to seven courses 
at €110. Multi-course menus with wines 
are €145 for five courses to €170 for 
seven courses. Don’t be surprised to find 
a celebrity at the table next to you.

Restaurant St. Urban open daily, 11 
am–11 pm. Restaurant Schwarzer Hahn, 
Tues.– Sat., evenings only.
Contact: Hotel Deidesheimer Hof, 
Am Marktplatz, 67146 Deidesheim, 
tel. +49/6326-96870, fax 7685, info@
deidesheimerhof.de, www.de-
idesheimerhof.de 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20  

Restaurant Freundstück      
Deidesheim

Located within the Ketschauer 
Hof Hotel, the elegant Restaurant 
Freundstück serves refined cuisine that 
definitely aims for a Michelin star. The 
artistic plating of each dish matches the 
restaurant’s sleek, ultra-modern decor. 
Although portions are small you won’t 
go hungry, because tiny, bite-size dishes, 
each bursting with flavor, are served 
between every course. 

Soups and appetizers are priced 
at €16-26, main dishes €34-38, cheese 
plates and desserts €14.50-17.50. Multi-
course fixed price menus are €75-95, and 
the chef’s 10-course “surprise menu” is 
€110. Superb service and an excellent 
wine list.
Contact: Ketschauer Hof, Ketschau-
erhofstrasse 1, 67146 Deidesheim, tel. 
+49/6326-70000, fax 700099, info@
ketschauer-hof.com, www.ketschau-
er-hof.com 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 12/20

Two other restaurants in Deidesheim 
are worth noting. Gasthaus Zur Kanne 
(Weinstrasse 31) is one of Germany’s old-
est, dating from 1160. Its appealing menu 
features a variety of creatively cooked re-
gional specialties served in the tradition-
ally decorated dining rooms. Soups and 
appetizers are €6-12, and main dishes 
€19-25. Like many other restaurants, Zur 
Kanne offers special fixed-price menus: 
a three-course “small menu” at €25 and 
four- to six-course menus from €44-59. 
Add matching local wines to each course 
and the menu prices range from €62-86. 
Small dishes to accompany a glass or 
two of Pfälzer wine cost only €3.50-6, 
and in pretty weather they can be en-
joyed in the flowered courtyard behind 
the restaurant.

Lower on the price scale, the Turm 
Stüb’l in Deidesheim (Turmstrasse 3) 
is the place to go for very good, honest, 
“down-home” food, served in a pleas-
ant room whose walls and ceiling are 
adorned with paintings by one of the 
owners, an artist and art historian. She 
and her husband (both English speakers) 
have organized their menu around prod-
ucts supplied by local butchers, bakers, 
vintners, and distillers. Appetizers are 
€2.50-8.50, main dishes €8.60-13.80, and 
desserts €2.90-5.10, with a good wine list 
to match. Highly recommended.

And finally, when you stop at that 
pretty little town of Dörrenbach, toward 
the southern end of the Deutsche Wein-
strasse, be sure to try Ketschenhäusel 
(Hauptstrasse 4), a small restaurant in a 
lovely 18th-century half-timbered house 
on the edge of the village. The two din-
ing rooms are gorgeously decorated in 
the traditional Pfalz style, and the menu 
offers good food at reasonable prices. 
The Ketschenhäusel is well known for its 
house-made jams and its own distilled 
liquors. Definitely recommended.

pipes, hoses and wheels of ripening 
cheese. Access for disabled travelers to 
the gallery is thoughtfully provided by a 
special wheelchair lift. Afterward, in the 
ground floor shop, you can buy the fix-
ings for a picnic lunch or late afternoon 
snack.  Gruyère, the cheese, is said to be 

less sharp than Appenzeller but more 
flavorful than Emmentaler. Some say the 
best place to buy it is in nearby Bulle on 
Rue de Vevey, which reportedly supplies 
Gruyères to the renowned Parisian res-
taurant Taillevent.

Gruyères is on the road between 
Bully and Château-d’Oex. Plan to arrive 
during the late afternoon or early eve-
ning and see the town the next morning 
before the tour buses arrive.

If your schedule doesn’t permit an 
overnight, Gruyères is an easy daytrip 
by car or train from Lausanne, Bern, 
Gstaad, Montreux or even Geneva. No 
cars are allowed in Gruyères and park-
ing is in a large lot outside the town gate.

Gruyère Hotels/restaurants
A less than favorable atmosphere 

for hotels and restaurants exists when a 
small town’s only commerce is tourism. 
Restaurants without a demanding regu-
lar clientele tend to rely on easy, popular 
dishes—in Gruyère it seems to be fon-
due. And without repeat business, ho-
tels, especially those with little competi-
tion whose revenues remain steady year 
after year, are loathe to spend money on 
updates and physical improvements. 
This is happening in Gruyères. Though 
food in restaurants is certainly edible 
and hotels are not without charm, over-
all quality is affected.

Hostellerie des Chevaliers
Though its rooms are overdue for 

an an update, our first choice is the 
Hostellerie des Chevaliers, located just 
outside the gates to the town but no 
more than a couple of hundred yards 
from the main square. The welcome 
is personal and warm and the hotel’s 
public rooms and 34 quiet guestrooms 
ooze rusticity. Though some of the lat-
ter are a bit small, each has a bathroom 
and is decorated with antiques. Win-
dows and balconies afford pleasant 
views of the countryside. 

The restaurant, Le Chalet, reached 
from the hotel via an underground pas-
sage lined with art and antiques, once 
rated a Gault Millau toque but now 
specializes in fondue and grilled meat 
dishes.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF 110-160, dou-
ble CHF 160-220 
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Contact: Hostellerie des Chevaliers, CH-
1663 Gruyères, tel. +41/026/921 1933, 
fax 029/62552, chevaliers@gruyeres-
hotels.ch, www.chevaliers-gruyeres.ch 
Rating: Quality 11/20, Value 10/20

Hotel de Ville
In the heart of the village, de Ville’s 

eight small, but recently updated guest-
rooms command the highest prices in 
Gruyères. The tourist-geared restaurant 
rolls out hearty and familiar cheese-
based dishes such as raclette and fondue, 
a few under CHF 20. 
Daily Rates: Singles CHF 130-180, dou-
bles CHF 180-300 
Contact: Hotel de Ville Gruyères, CH-
1662, tel. +41/026/921-2424, fax 921-
24241663, info@hoteldeville.ch, www.
hoteldeville.ch
Rating: Quality 10/20, Value 8/20

Hostellerie St. George
A less pricey choice is the 14-room 

Hostellerie St. Georges, also centrally 
located (everything in Gruyères is cen-
trally located) in a 400 year-old house. 
Guest rooms are simpler and cheaper 
and those on the street can be noisy. 
Daily Rates: Singles CHF 130-160, dou-
ble CHF 180-220 
Contact: Hostellerie St. Georges, CH-
1663 Gruyères, tel. +41/029/62246, fax 
029/63313, info@st-georges-gruyeres.
ch, www.st-georges-gruyeres.ch/
Rating: Quality 9/20, Value 9/20

Beware Traffic Cameras
I would want to pass on a heads-

up to be very careful sticking to the 
speed limit in and around Zürich.  I was 
driving through on the highway a few 
weeks ago. Today I received in the mail 
a speeding ticket which cost me CHF 
40 plus an additional CHF 30 that Avis 
Switzerland automatically billed to my 
credit card for their effort to mail said 
ticket to me. Zürich has installed many 
cameras for the sole purpose of catching 
speeding drivers.

My offense?  I was clocked driv-
ing four kilometers (2.5 miles) over the 
posted speed limit.

SuSan Schreiber
Via email

n Free Opera in Vienna: On 32 
dates during the months of Sep-
tember and October, the on-stage 
performance of Vienna’s Statsoper 
will be projected live on a large LED 
screen on the square outside the 
opera house. These open-air operas 
are free and include The Magic Flute, 
La Bohème, Tannhäuser, and Tosca.
n Car Rental Briefs: Europcar has 
dropped a requirement that was 
seldom enforced. In Germany the 
company no longer makes carrying 
the International Driving Permit 
(IDP) a prerequisite for renting a 
car. Because some countries in Eu-
rope require it, all rental companies 
continue to recommend the IDP for 
North American renters.

Avis Germany no longer allows 
international one-way rentals. But 
for the most part IOWs are still OK 
with Europcar and Hertz. Avis also 
now charges 30 euros if a rental car 
is dropped at a different location 
than specified on the rental contract.

Return a rental car with a dirty 
interior (dog hair on upholstery, for 
example) and your credit card is 
likely to be tapped for a cleaning fee.
n Big Jump for 2010 Airfares? The 
trade publication Travel Weekly says 
tour operators are encouraging 
agents to book early for 2011. The 
reason? Fares to Europe next year 
are expected to take a jump. Paul 
Wiseman, president of Trafalgar 
Tours, told Travel Weekly the best 
fares for summer and fall 2011 will 

newS/dealS

Ludwig’s castles, with a brief stop at 
the Wieskirche on the way back and 
the next day took “RVO” buses to 
Linderhof, Ettal and Oberammergau, 
more or less on a “hop on, hop off” 
basis, as they were so frequent and 
reliable. Americans tend to forget 
buses because our own service is so 
poor and carries some social stigma, 
but that is not true of much of Eu-
rope. Buses can also be a great way 
to make contact with local residents 
and have some enjoyable personal 
experiences. 

martin Vitz
Via email 

Booking Rail Tickets Online
Thought I’d relate my experience in 

booking a Stuttgart-Paris ticket on 
the Deutsche Bahn website. 

I wanted a specific train (ICE 
to Paris Est about 13:37 on 29 Sep-
tember; one of the few “no change” 
trains on the route and slightly faster 
than the TGV on the same route) 
at reduced fare; €138 vs. €358 for 
the standard first-class fare. I went 
through the whole process, regis-
tered, gave seat preferences, etc., but 
after finally reaching the end and 
clicking “purchase” the system came 
back “not available.” I gave up for 
the night.

Next morning, I started over—at 
least I didn’t have to register again—
but this time I did not specify a seat 
preferences. Lo and behold, no prob-
lems. Booked the low fare, got seat 
reservations, printed out the ticket 
on my own printer, and received a 
confirming email, also with the ticket 
attached.  

Overall the DB website is much 
improved over the last time I used it 
(perhaps a year ago) and the whole 
process was not too bad, except for 
the lack of explanation for the “not 
available” and the fact that it came at 
the very end of the process. 

bob mcconnell
Via email

Overlooked Buses
In your recent article on “cars vs. 

trains,” it’s worth noting that those 
who opt for rail transportation can 
expand their range of destinations 
via the very good scheduled bus 
systems. This is especially true in 
Switzerland, where the Swiss Pass 
covers most buses and comfortable 
buses go almost everywhere on very 
well-maintained schedules that con-
nect with rail service. We have used 
them many times but also have used 
buses in Germany and Austria. I 
recall taking the train from Budapest 
to Mayrhofen, Austria, after an or-
ganized tour of eastern Europe, then 
going by local bus to Hintertux and 
taking lifts to higher elevations for 
some hiking amid spectacular views. 
Once, in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
we took an “RVO”  bus to the 
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we recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular desti-
nation cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels 
and links to hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.
gemut.com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

lucerne
Hotel wilden mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00,  info@cascada.ch 

munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel acanthus, An Der Hauptfeuerwache 14, D-80331 
München, tel. +49/089 / 23 18 80, e-mail: acanthus@t-online.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856,  office@kraft-hotel.com

rothenburg ob der Tauber
reichs-Küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. 
Tauber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 
09,  hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

Salzburg & environs
Schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
Steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
Hotel dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

munich airport
daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, D-
85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-daniels.
de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

NEwS/DEAlS
Continued from page 11

Some travelers are also encounter-
ing the “chip and PIN” problem in 
restaurants and hotels. If that happens, 
insist that your card number be entered 
manually. 

There is yet another way to lose 
more money than necessary on cur-
rency exchange. Here’s how it works: 
You’re using a credit card to check out 
of your hotel, pay your restaurant bill, 
settle your rental car or buy something 
in a store. You are asked if you’d like to 
pay in dollars instead of euros. Sounds 
good. This way there’s no waiting for 
the credit card statement to know the 
exact dollar amount. Unfortunately, 
this is called Direct Currency Conver-
sion (DCC) and will add an additional 
three to five-percent to your transac-
tion, a cost that may not be itemized on 
your credit card statement but instead 
buried in a poor exchange rate. Often 
you won’t even be asked which cur-
rency you prefer, the charge slip in 
dollars will simply be put before you 
for signature. DCC is one of the true 
rip-offs of overseas travel. Though 
some may find it convenient to know 
the exact amount in dollars that will 
appear on next month’s credit card 
statement, is it worth $15 to $25 on a 
$500 hotel bill? I don’t think so. This 
is a phony, non-service designed to 
milk extra revenue from unsuspecting 
travelers. The proceeds are shared by 
the merchant and the companies that 
sell them DCC.  Don’t fall for it, insist 
on paying for everything in Europe in 
local currency.—RHB

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 2

be found between now and De-
cember. “It will double if they wait 
to buy it in the summer,” he said. 
While such talk may be just a tour 
operator looking for early bookings, 
the reality is that planes are flying 
full and most industry experts see 
upward pressure on fares. Gemütlich-
keit’s advice is to start shopping for 
2011 in late November.
n Bremerhaven Architecture: The 
new Havenwelten Bremerhaven 

(Harbor Worlds) tourism complex 
has won the 2009 German Urban 
Planning Prize. The structure is de-
scribed as appearing from a distance 
to be a ship or a cloud.

Climate House Bremerhaven 
8° East, winner of Germany’s Clean 
Tech Media Award for 2009, takes 
visitors around the world in a single 
day along the 8th longitude east 
(Bremerhaven’s longitude), to expe-
rience a variety of climate zones. 

Bremerhaven’s top tourist at-
traction, however, remains the Ger-
man Emigration Center (European 
Museum of the Year Award in 2007), 
which tells the story of the seven 
million Europeans who emigrated 
through the port to the New World. 
The interactive experience helps visi-
tors search for ancestors who were 
among the seven million. www.
bremerhaven-tourism.de 
n Meissen Package: In connection 
with the 300th anniversary of Meis-
sen Porcelain, Maritim Hotel Dres-
den offers a package that includes 
two overnights, two breakfasts, one 
dinner, admission to the Meissen 
factory, and coffee served on Meis-
sen Porcelain. Prices start at $200 per 
person. Contact: www.maritim.com
n Ultra Modern Hamburg Hotel: 
Design hotel devotees will dig the 
style and prices at Twenty Five 
Hours Hotel Hamburg (24-hours 
isn’t enough). Depending on room 
size, rates are €95 for an “M” cat-
egory room; €105 in the “L” cat-
egory; €115 for an “XL”, and €135 
for an “XL Family” or “Studio,” 
breakfast not included. Contact: 
www.25hours-hotels.com/ham-
burg/
n Vienna Deal: Through next April, 
under the heading “Vienna Love 
Story,” several city hotels offer pack-
ages that include hotel, breakfast, the 
Vienna Card for public transport, 
plus the visitor’s choice of a guided 
city walking tour; a ticket to Oberes 
Belvedere Museum (Klimt’s “The 
Kiss”); or a ticket on the Heurigen-
excursion train including a glass 
of wine and a snack at a Heurigen. 
Prices start at €99 per night. Contact: 
www.vienna.info/en 
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