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ast year we re-instituted the “G” 
awards, our end-of-year feature 
that recognizes the hotels, res-

taurants, museums, coffee houses, etc., 
that we feel epitomize gemütlichkeit, 
the untranslatable German word that 
is not only our name but at the core of 
our travel philosophy. So, here are the 
handful of places where, in 2010, we 
felt something extra; unusually caring 
management, a special warmth, sincere 
friendliness, great charm, or extraordi-
nary accomplishment. They are not nec-
essarily the best, just the most gemütlich.  

Hotel-Restaurant Traube 
Baden-Baden/Neuweier, Germany

Handsome public spaces, window 
boxes brimming with flowers, individu-
ally decorated rooms, an inviting garden, 
a superb buffet breakfast, and, most of 
all, a warm family atmosphere, elevate 

this cozy, 17-room Gasthaus to “G” 
status. Mauerbergstrasse 107, 76534 
Baden-Baden/Neuweier, tel. +49/7223-
96-820, traube-neuweier@t-online.de, 
www.traube-neuweier.de  

Hotel-Restaurant Rebstock 
Durbach, Germany

Quiet, family-owned luxury in 
Germany’s Baden wine country. Just 12 
rooms, individually named and distinc-
tively decorated; all with comfortable 
sitting areas, and most with park, for-
est, and vineyard views. Fine restau-
rant plus spa and wellness facilities. 
Halbgüte 30, tel. +49/781-4820, info@ 
rebstock-durbach.de, www.rebstock-
durbach.de 

Down Memory Strasse
The first issue of Gemütlichkeit was 

January 1987, the same month the Dow 
Jones average closed above 2,000 for 
the first time, and the 40th president, 
Ronald Reagan, underwent prostate 
surgery. That first issue reported on 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen’s Gasthof 
Fraundorfer,  German soccer, and an 
excursion from Vienna to still commu-
nist-controlled, Budapest. Inauspicious 
perhaps, but nonetheless a start.

Our qualifications for publishing 
a newsletter about travel to the Ger-
man-speaking countries were primarily 
a dozen or so vacation trips we had 
made to the region. What with all the 
tasks involved in producing a monthly 
periodical—planning, writing, page 
layout, mailing, finding subscribers, 
and a million or so other items—we 
were somewhat naïve in assessing just 
how much travel would be involved 
in gathering information. As I recall, in 
the 15-minutes or so of due-diligence 
that preceded our decision to become 
publishers, foremost in our minds 
was the appealing but hazy notion 
that we’d get to travel to Europe and 
deduct the expense on our income tax 
returns—presuming there would be 
income. Once that first issue was on 
paper, it quickly became apparent that 
in order to create about 80,000 words 
per year of salable content the required 
travel would be more than we had 
anticipated, and it would be a different 
style of travel. Still fun, but more work. 

So we began to go to Europe often; 
two or three times a year—once even 
four.  

Flipping through past issues in 
choosing establishments to be high-
lighted in this month’s lead story trig-
gered memories of those many trips. 

Two vivid recollections involve 
times I wanted to say no but in the 
end had to yield to cultural pressures.  
There was the dinner with a local resi-
dent at a tradition-soaked country res-

ou may have wondered about 
some of the great places report-
ed on in these pages over the 

past 24 years. Are they still great? After 
all, owners retire, chefs change jobs, fam-
ily businesses are sold to corporations; 
the world keeps turning. Once beloved 
hotels and restaurants close or fall on 
hard times. Gone, for example, are such 
favorites as Vienna’s Cafe Budva, the 
Gutshotel Reichs Von Kesselstat on 
the Mosel, Fofi’s in Berlin, Hotel Geiger 
in Berchtesgaden, and L’Auberge De 
Chernex in the hills above Montreux. 
Others have fallen into mediocrity. Over 
the past 24 years we’ve reviewed more 
than 2,000 hotels and restaurants and it’s 
not possible, year after year, to monitor 
their continuing quality. Some, however, 
we revisit and keep track of via reader 

feedback. By way of observing this 24th 
anniversary, here is a highlight reel of 
some of the hotels and restaurants that 
stood out from the crowd. This is by no 
means a complete list or necessarily the 
very best, merely a compilation of es-
tablishments that caught our fancy and 
are still in operation—often by the same 
family. We continue to recommend 
them. Each entry is a paragraph or two 
taken from our original report.

1987
Gasthof Fraundorfer, Garmisch-

Partenkirchen, Germany: At 7:30, when 
the musicians, Josef (guitar) and Freidl 
(accordion), rather desultorily swing 
into their five-and-a-half-hour set, and 
the long, center tables are filled with 

http://www.traube-neuweier.de
http://www.rebstock-durbach.de
http://www.rebstock-durbach.de
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using Gemütlichkeit
• Hotel prices listed are for one night. Discounts 
are often available for longer stays.
• All hotel prices include breakfast unless oth-
erwise noted.
• Local European telephone area codes carry 
the “0” required for in-country dialing. To phone 
establishments from outside the country, such 
as from the USA, do not dial the first “0”.

Back issues Website
Many back issues in PDF format from January 1993 
are available free to subscribers only at www.gemut.
com. To access the issues, enter the user name and 
password published in this space each month. The 
new codes are:

    User Name: gnol  Password: 2424
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taurant in Liechtenstein. After the meal 
he encouraged me to try the restaurant’s 
snuff machine, a device that simultane-
ously propels a pinch of ground tobacco 
leaves into each nostril. I tried my best to 
laugh off the suggestion, but he insisted. 
The result was startling and not unpleas-
ant; a sense of menthol and that my nasal 
passages were the size of the Gotthard 
Tunnel. Still, once was enough.  

Another time, on the island of Sylt, 
we found ourselves walking barefoot 
at low tide behind a marine biologist 
tour guide over thousands of acres of 
what appeared to be mud, but is actually 
a thriving ecosystem called the Wad-
densee. At one point our guide dug a few 
small mussels from the mire. After pry-
ing one open and rinsing it in a tide pool, 
he ate it. A second mussel was offered 
around. With no immediate takers, his 
gaze fell on me, the only Americanischer 
in the group. With more than a dozen 
sets of European eyes on me, I had no 
choice. Down it went. 

The leading ‘now-I-feel-really-stupid’ 
memory was when we checked our lug-
gage before taking a train from St. Gallen 
to Prague. Only upon arrival in Prague 
did we discover that checked baggage 
on a European train doesn’t necessarily 
travel on the same train and, in fact, may 
not arrive until several days later. Four, 
in our case.

In the weird category was a one-
night stay in a castle hotel south of Linz. 
We were the hotel’s only guests and dur-

ing the course of our short visit we be-
gan to realize we were being stalked by 
the building’s only other occupant, the 
huge woman who happened to own the 
place. Wherever we went in the castle 
or on the grounds she followed; hiding 
around corners and behind pillars. After 
a restless night we left early the next 
morning, without breakfast. 

Perhaps because on a train I know 
exactly where I’ll wind up, whereas 
in a car I often don’t, some of the best 
memories involve driving. Meander-
ing through Switzerland’s Emmental in 
1988 we stopped for lunch at the Hotel 
Hirschen in the village of Langnau. Our 
request to see a few guestrooms was 
happily obliged. They were so appealing 
and affordable we decided to stay the 
night. All this led to a memorable dinner. 
The owner-chef, who had cooked a few 
times for JFK, loved Americans and the 
Hirschen didn’t get many in those days. 
That night, as soon as he could escape 
the kitchen, he made his way to our table 
where we made the mistake of asking 
a question about Swiss wine. There fol-
lowed his impassioned delivery of a 
seminar on the subject that involved un-
countable tastes from numerous bottles 
fetched from his cellar of some 50,000 
bottles. Next morning we paid the severe 
penalty imposed for such nights.

In my view, a delicious dinner and 
a good night’s sleep in a fine little hotel 
you didn’t know existed when you 
woke up that day, is the best part of 
independent auto travel. Other examples 
of hotels discovered while puttering 
around the countryside include: Gasthof 

Krone in Niederstetten, Germany; the 
Zum Löwen in Worb, near Bern; the Gut 
Schmelmerhof, St. Englmar-Rettenbach 
in the Bavarian Forest; and the Mader in 
Steyr, Austria. 

Always in our travels we have had 
you in mind. Thus, at the top of our 
travel ‘thrill’ list is finding inexpensive, 
hidden hotels and restaurants that are 
not in guidebooks and within the finan-
cial reach of nearly every reader. Sure, 
we’ve done a few reports on super hotels 
like the Brenner’s Park and Victoria 
Jungfrau, but one can hardly put them 
in the ‘discovery’ category, plus their 
high rates exclude most readers. Among 
our very best memories are the ‘finds’ 
we couldn’t wait to tell you about: places 
such as Kunsthaus in Quedlinberg; Pen-
sion Heim in Seeg, Germany; Pension 
Waldrast in Reutte, Austria; the Hotel 
Solaria in Bivio, Switzerland; the Jeder-
mann in Salzburg; Vienna’s Restaurant 
Ubl; and Rogacki, the Berlin seafood bar.

Next up: the 25th year and a lot more 
memories.—RHB
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American soldiers, their kids and moth-
ers and fathers, the Fraundorfer is just 
another friendly German gasthof with 
more than its share of tourists.

Perhaps it’s just the beer, but some-
thing happens right around 10 o’clock 
which transforms all that. It is similar to 
the moment in “The Wizard of Oz” when 
the movie changes from black and white 
to color. One is drinking the same beer, 
in the same place, served by the same 
waitress—but somehow all is different. 
Ludwigstr.24, tel. +49/8821/9270, www.
gasthof-fraundorfer.de

Hotel Birkenhof, Hanau, Germany: 
There are three elements which particu-
larly recommend the Birkenhof. The first 
is the welcome extended by its bustling 
owner-manager, Frau Fichtner. The sec-
ond is its handsome, high-ceilinged day 
room with tall, wide windows overlook-
ing the garden—its large fireplace is the 
perfect spot for a final hot chocolate or 
brandy before bed. The plentiful food, 
cooked and served under her personal 
supervision is the third. (Editor’s 2010 
note: This hotel is 20-minutes from 
Frankfurt Airport) Von-Eiff-Strasse 
37+41, tel. +49/06181/64880, www.hotel-
birkenhof.de

1988
Chalet du Lac, Iseltwald, Switzer-

land: On the south shore of the Brienzer-
see, a narrow peninsula curves out from 
the lakeshore, forming a protective bay 
some 200-300 meters across. The village 
of Iseltwald sits on this spit of land, 
along the crescent-shaped shoreline. At 
its lower tip is the Chalet du Lac, a quiet 
21-room gem of an inn directly on the 
lake. It makes a perfect base for excur-
sions to the Kleine Scheidegg, the Shilt-
horn, the Jungfrau, and for exploring 
the many walking paths of the Bernese 
Oberland. Tel. +41/33/845 84 58, www.
dulac-iseltwald.ch

Hotel Petrisberg, Trier, Germany: 
The drive through the Petrisberg’s gates, 
up the long tree-lined driveway, will 
have you thinking you are entering the 
grounds of expensive European hide-
away hotel. Wrong. You are entering the 
grounds of an inexpensive European 
hideaway. Sickingenstrasse 11+13, tel. 

+49/651/4640, www.hotel-petrisberg.de
Romantik Hotel Cappella, Colfusco, 

Südtirol, Italy: Service is as warm as the 
fire. The hospitality, beginning with the 
friendly greeting of the bellman who re-
lieves you of your luggage and parks your 
car, continues throughout your stay. The 
gemütlich atmosphere is most prevalent 
at dinner when Signora Pizzanni stops 
at your table to share a few pleasantries. 
Colfosco-Str Pecei 17, tel. +39/471/836 
183, www.hotelcappella.com

1989
Schloss Haunsperg, Oberalm bei 

Hallein, Austria: This is the type of ho-
tel we had in mind when we began to 
publish this newsletter. Just a handful of 
rooms in an old family house, the Alps 
surrounding quiet grounds, beautiful 
antique furniture everywhere and, best 
of all, a husband and wife team who treat 
their guests like honored family members. 
Hammerstrasse 51, tel. +43/6245/80662, 
www.schlosshaunsperg.com

Hotel Les Sources des Alpes, Leu-
kerbad, Switzerland: The outdoor pool 
is one of the most restful and inviting 
we have ever seen. It is tucked into a 
hill, next to a little grove of trees, heated 
to 90-degrees and has a frothy spa in 
one corner. While paddling in the warm 
water and gratefully contemplating the 
twists and turns of life that delivered you 
to this spot at this time, lift your eyes to 
the sheer rock face that cut the sky 3,000 
feet straight above. On late summer af-
ternoons you can watch a thunderstorm 
gather behind it and begin to move over 
the town. There’s plenty of time, how-
ever, to escape to your room for a pre-
dinner nap while it blows over. Naturally, 
when you get out of the pool—every 
time you get out of the pool—someone 
is there to throw a large, heated towel 
around your shoulders. Tel. +41/27/472 
2000, www.sourcesdesalpes.ch

1990
Restaurant Zeughauskeller, Zürich, 

Switzerland: At the risk of blowing our 
cover as sophisticated reviewers of Eu-
rope’s shrines to haute cuisine, we’ll come 
out of the pantry and confess that this is 
the sort of restaurant we fly 6,000 miles 
for. Bahnhofstrasse 28a, tel. +41/44/211 
2690, www.zeughauskeller.ch

Ristorante Stazione, Intragna, Swit-
zerland: A heavy local red wine drunk 
from squat, ceramic cups got us going, 
along with slices of fresh dry salami and 
a rough brown bread. That was followed 
by the luncheon’s main course, risotto, 
a dish that left an indelible memory. 
From a hollowed out half-wheel of 
cheese, it was ladled onto our plates 
by Senora Broggini herself. We all had 
second helpings and some us a third. Tel. 
+41/91/796 1212, www.daagnese.ch

Hotel Anker, Marktheidenfeld, 
Germany: Our initial impression of this 
hotel was that it would be a good place 
for a first night, located as it is about an 
hour’s drive from the Frankfurt Airport. 
But the longer we stayed the more it 
became clear the Anker is a hotel for any 
night: the more the better. Kolpingstrasse 
7, tel. +49/9391/6004 0, www.hotel-
anker.de

1991
Hotel Dorer, Schönwald, Germany: 

The half-timbered, frescoed Dorer is a 
friendly, affordable little place in the 
Black Forest village of Schönwald. In-
cluding an excellent dinner for two, our 
rustic, wood-paneled, two-room suite 
with color TV cost DM 211 ($126) and 
would have been comfortable enough 
for a week. Franz-Schubert Str. 20, tel. 
+49/07722/95950, www.hotel-dorer.de

Gasthaus Zum Kreuz, Freiburg-
Kappe, Germany: Charming, family-
operated hotel in a small village about 
10-minutes from Freiburg that offers 
the area’s best rooms for the money. Its 
unpretentious restaurant is very popu-
lar with locals. One of those places that 
keeps us all going back to Germany. 
Grosstalstr. 28, tel. +49/0761-620550, 
www.gasthaus-kreuz-kappel.de

1992
Hotel Kraft, Munich, Germany: If 

you choose your hotels based on exterior 
appearances, you probably wouldn’t 
pick the Kraft. But inside you’ll find a bit 
of elegance. Guest rooms are furnished 
and decorated a cut above most other 
hotels in its price category. Schillerstrasse 
49, tel. +49/089/ 55 059 40, www.hotel-
kraft.com

Hotel des Vignes, Sion, Switzer-
land: When I told her we had overslept 

http://www.gasthof-fraundorfer.de
http://www.gasthof-fraundorfer.de
http://www.hotelbirkenhof.de
http://www.hotelbirkenhof.de
http://www.dulac-iseltwald.ch
http://www.dulac-iseltwald.ch
http://www.hotel-petrisberg.de
http://www.hotelcappella.com
http://www.schlosshaunsperg.com
http://www.sourcesdesalpes.ch
http://www.zeughauskeller.ch
http://www.daagnese.ch
http://www.hotel-anker.de
http://www.hotel-anker.de
http://www.hotel-dorer.de
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key Websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

the pleasant young women at the desk 
said “yes, we thought so, but we can still 
serve you breakfast—not in the main 
breakfast room—but over there.”  She 
motioned toward tables in the hotel’s 
spacious lobby. Fifteen minutes later, the 
owner himself served us rolls, cheese, 
butter, jam, coffee and tea. He apolo-
gized for the skimpy meal, then flipped 
a switch on a black gadget and, while 
solemn choral music filled the huge 
room, we breakfasted alone before high 
windows that looked past the vineyards 
to the fortresses above Sion that rise 
so startlingly out of the Valasian plain. 
Hotel des Vignes, Rue du Pont 9, tel. +41 
027/203 1671, www.hoteldesvignes.ch

Pension Heim, Seeg, Germany: An 
exceptionally warm and friendly family-
run hotel. Room Number 20, on the first 
floor, is on a corner and features a snug 
sitting area with couch, easy chair, coffee 
table and color TV with a remote control.  
Its pleasant balcony, accessible from the 
bedroom and also from the small, adja-
cent dressing room, offers a pretty view 
across the valley to the chain of craggy 
“pre-Alps” beyond Füssen. Would that 
we could tell you about a hotel this 
good — at this price — in every town. 

Aufmberg 8, tel. +49/08364/258, www.
pensionheim.de

1993
Haus Hirt, Bad Gastein, Austria: 

Walk around the Kaiser Wilhelm Prom-
enade, near the end of the horseshoe, 
and you’ll find Haus Hirt, a wonderfully 
comfortable, quiet little hotel spread 
across the hillside with great views over 
the Gasteiner Valley. It’s the kind of place 
to hide out for a week or two. Take your 
walking shoes and some good books, 
Kaiserhofstrasse 14, tel. +43/6434/2797 
0, www.haus-hirt.com

Grand Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau, 
Interlaken, Switzerland: There is no 
hotel experience quite like that found at 
the greatest, grandest Swiss hotels. To 
this point in the six-year plus history of 
Gemütlichkeit, greatest and grandest 
has meant the Beau Rivage Palace in 
Lausanne, Geneva’s Le Richemond, and 
Les Sources des Alpes in Leukerbad, in 
no particular order. Let’s make it a four-
some—Victoria Jungfrau in Interlaken. 

The most lavish spa we’ve ever seen; 
sumptuously furnished guest rooms; 
ornate, exquisitely Victorian public 
rooms; a magnificent restaurant; both 
indoor and outdoor tennis courts; fault-
less service and, right there framed in 
your window, floating in and out of 
the clouds, the imposing mountain for 
which it is named. tel. + 41/036/271111, 
www.victoria-jungfrau.ch

Restaurant Backöfele, Würzburg, 
Germany: This 500 year-old Würzburg 
institution combines all the elements of a 
beer hall, Weinstube and restaurant into a 
rustic, eclectic scene. It’s hectic, it’s ca-
sual and it’s fun. Höheweg 41, Ursulin-
ergasse 2, tel. +49/0931/5 90 59, www.
backoefele.de

1994
Pension Aviano, Vienna, Austria: 

Guestrooms at the centrally-located 
Aviano can be favorably compared in 
size and comfort to rooms at the city’s 
best small hotels and to standard rooms 
in the top hotels. The difference in price, 
of course, is substantial. Marco d Avi-
anogasse 1, tel. +43/1/512 83 30, www.
secrethomes.at

Brenner’s Park Hotel, Baden-Baden, 
Germany: In hotels of this caliber and 
price, one has every right to expect 

lavish guest rooms, elegant public 
rooms, excellent food and near-smoth-
ering service. Brenner’s Park fills the 
bill on all counts. Schillerstr. 4/6, tel. 
+49/7221/9000, www.brenners.com

Hotel Rebenhof, Neuweier, Germa-
ny: Not only is this the best hotel bargain 
we found in and around Baden-Baden 
but one of the best we’ve come across 
in several years. The Rebenhof sits on a 
gentle slope in the vineyards, about a 10-
minute drive from Baden-Baden. 

Clean-as-a-whistle guest rooms are 
attractively decorated, have fully-tiled 
bathrooms and large, sliding floor-to-
ceiling windows that give a sense of 
being right in the vineyards. Weinstrasse 
58, tel. +49/07223/5406, www.hotel-re-
benhof.de

Gasthof Pöchhacker, Steyr, Austria: 
For Steyr’s best bargain, you must stray 
about 15-minutes’ walk from the old 
town to the homey Gasthof Pöchhacker. 
The alternative to hoofing it is the city 
bus which stops near the hotel every 15 
minutes. Not much English is spoken 
here, but the Pöchhacker family is so 
enthusiastic and welcoming that it is a 
difficulty easily overcome. The hotel’s 
inviting Stuberl serves some of the best 
food in the region. Sieringerstrasse 122, 
tel. +43/07252/73173, www.gasthof-
poechhacker.at

1995
Hotel St. Gotthard, Basel, Switzer-

land: This particularly appealing hotel, 
across the street from the railway station, 
is convenient for train travelers. The old 
town is about a 15-minute walk. The 
neighborhood is busy and just a little 
tacky. The hotel though is a gem, easily 
the best value in town. The bright and 
inviting reception and lobby area are 
decorated with oriental rugs and arrest-
ing pieces of African art. Centralbahn-
strasse 13, tel. +41/061/271 52 5, www.
st-gotthard.ch

Schnookeloch, Heidelberg, Ger-
many: This small inn, in the heart of the 
Altstadt and renowned as Heidelberg’s 
oldest student tavern, also rents a few 
guestrooms. The best of which is Num-
ber 14, a most pleasant double with win-
dows on two sides and a large balcony 
furnished with table and chairs.

The restaurant serves good, reason-
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http://www.st-gotthard.ch


Low-season airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best fares on Lufthansa, American, Delta, 

United, British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are  round trip to Germany  for 
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
e-mail quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 12/31/10. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 10/1/10, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include VAT, CDW, theft insurance, 
road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $207 $30
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $207 $30
Opel Astra (Auto) $327 $48
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $247 $35
VW Passat  (Auto) $393 $56
Audi A4 $379 $54
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $267 $38
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $390  $56
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $483  $69
VW Touran  $347 $50
VW Golf SW $284 $38
VW Passat SW $327 $47
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $377 $54
BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS)  $613 $88
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $419  $60
VW Sharan 7-pass $676 $97
VW Minibus 9-pass $676 $97

Austria
Fiat Punto $237 $34
FOrd Focus $253 $36
VW Golf (Auto) $457 $65
Mercedes B-Class  $306 $44
Peugeot 407 $327 $47
Skoda Octavia $340 $49
VW Touran (Auto)  $442 $63
Ford Focus Wagon $283 $40
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $429 $61 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $643 $92

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $263 $38
Opel Astra $287 $41
Ford Focus (Auto) $402 $57
Opel Vectra  $409 $58
Audi A4 (Auto/GPS) $977 $140
Toyota Avensis (Auto)  $476 $68
Opel Zafira  $458 $65
VW Golf Wagon  $408 $58
Ford Galaxy Van $579 $83
Renault 7-Pax Van (auto) $757 $108

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through Dec. 31, 2010, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$280, including 19% VAT. 

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$361 
Boston ..........................................$347
Chicago .........................................$361
Dallas ............................................$372 
Denver ..........................................$419
Los Angeles ..................................$476
Miami ............................................$337 
New York ......................................$305
Orlando .........................................$411
Seattle ..........................................$476
San Francisco ...............................$476
Washington DC ..............................$380
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €60 
Berlin  .............................. €59
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €59
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €69 
Munich  ............................ €59
Munich Airport ................ €49
Wiesbaden ........................ €72
Graz .................................. €54
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €99
Vienna  ............................. €36 
Vienna Airport ................. €79
Grindelwald ..................... CHF150
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF99
Zürich  .............................. CHF110
Zürich Airport .................. CHF110

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com




Get the latest rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS  1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $756 $641 $491 
consecutive days        $980 $832 $636
1 month                          $1218 $1032 $793
2 months                   $1719 $1461 $1118
3 months                  $2120 $1809 $1382
EURAIL FLEXIPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $893 $758 $583
15 days in 2 months   $1173 $999 $763
EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $479 $407 $312
6 days in 2 months  $529 $451 $346
8 days in 2 months $628 $536 $407
10 days in 2 months $727 $615 $470
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $536 $453 $348
6 days in 2 months $586 $500 $381
8 days in 2 months $684 $582 $444
10 days in 2 months $782 $663 $506
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $591 $501 $384
6 days in 2 months $641 $544 $415
8 days in 2 months $740 $627 $479
10 days in 2 months $835 $708 $541 
15 days in 2 months   $1059 $901 $689
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $243 $207 $158  
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 33 $ 28 $ 21

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $377 $310 $310 $266 $266
6 days in 2 months $419 $344 $344 $296 $296
8 days in 2 months $491 $408 $408 $352 $352
10 days in 2 months $566 $471 $471 $410 $410

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $299 (1Cl)   $209 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $36    $28
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $293 $250 $268 $217 $186
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $40 $ 33 $28

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $249 $215 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 39 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $351 $307 $307 $271 $232
5 days in 2 months $391 $341 $341 $301 $258
6 days in 2 months $432 $377 $377 $332 $283
7 days  in 2 months $473 $410 $410 $360 $313
8 days  in 2 months $513 $448 $448 $394 $341
9 days  in 2 months $554 $483 $483 $426 $366
10 days in 2 months $595 $519 $519 $454 $396
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $319 $265
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42 $35 $29
GERMAN RAILPASS
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $364 $277 $222 $280 $204
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 45 30 $17 $31 $23

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $390 $332 $332 $285 $285
6 days in 2 months $429 $365 $365 $315 $315
8 days  in 2 months $510 $433 $433 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $504 $504 $433 $433
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $405 $305 $305 $247 $247
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $43 $33 $33 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $430 $388 $388 $350 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $333
6 days in 2 months $520 $468 $468 $418 $366
8 days  in 2 months $611 $550 $550 $479 $428
10 days in 2 months $701 $632 $632 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $452 $385 $318
6 days in 2 months $498 $424 $350
8 days in 2 months $589 $503 $414
10 days in 2 months $681 $582 $479
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $244 $199 $208 $169 $161
Avg Extra Rail Day $30 $24 $25 $20 $19
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $366 $311 $257
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 41  $35 $28

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $399 $266 $340 $226 $299 $200
8 consec. days   $576 $384 $490 $328 $432 $290
15 consec. days  $697 $465 $593 $395 $523  $350
22 consec. days  $805 $536 $685 $457 $604 $403
1 month $885 $590 $753 $503 $664 $443
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $326 $217 $383 $255
4 days in 1 month  $395 $263 $463 $309
5 days in 1 month  $457 $305 $536 $358
6 days in 1 month  $519 $347 $609 $407
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $261 (1-Cl)  $187 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $196 (1-Cl)  $130 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age.Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 are free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2011
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices are changing rapidly. Prices 
listed here are approximations. At 
www.gemut.raileuorpe.com you can 
securely buy the listed passes, as well 
as many others, plus book individual 
tickets. Or, for current prices, and to 
place a rail pass order, call 800-521-
6722x3, though we no longer book 
city-to-city tickets by phone.  For Euro-
pean timetables go to www.bahn.de. 

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2011
European River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBE
 8 days, Budapest to Passau. From $1999

DANUBE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Vienna to Nürnberg. From $1999

RHINE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Nürnberg to Basel. From $1999

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE
 8 days, Basel to Amsterdam. From $1999

LEGENDARy RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3699

EUROPEAN JEWELS
 15 days, Buapest to Amsterdam. From $4499

EUROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam, From $3799

EASTERN EUROPE ExPLORER
 15 days, Vienna to Bucharest. From $4199

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE
 10 days, Paris to Nürnberg. From $2199

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE
 17 days, Paris to Vienna. From $4199

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERy
 15 days, Basel to Vienna. From $3999

GRAND EUROPEAN SERENADE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From $8499

GRAND EUROPEAN ExPLORER
 29 days, Basel to Bucharest. From $8499

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• Unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• Terry cloth robes
• Satellite TV in cabins
• Fitness Center

For free catalog or to book space phone Gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Early Booking
Discounts Still 

Available

Additional

discount      
   

for Gemut

Readers
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www.gemut.comhttp://theeuropetraveler.com
ably-priced meals and there are even a 
few traditionally garbed students mixed 
in with the tavern’s tourist clientele.
Haspelgasse 8, tel. +49/06221/22733, 
www.schnookeloch.de

Restaurant de L’Ermitage, Vufflens-
le-Château, Switzerland: In the coun-
tryside near Morges, is the kind of small, 
luxurious inn that seems unique to Eu-
rope; with gracious service that is atten-
tive to the smallest detail; a kitchen that 
produces memorable dish after memo-
rable dish; sleep-inducing guestrooms 
you never want to leave; all in a tweedy, 
riding-to-hounds country setting. 

For a special occasion, or to put a 
fine finish on a European vacation (it’s 
less than an hour from the Geneva Air-
port), a couple of days at L’Ermitage will 
be two you will always remember. Vuf-
flens-le-Chteau, tel. +41/ 021/802 2191, 
www.ravet.ch

1996
Restaurant Gundel, Budapest, 

Hungary: Resurrected, rejuvenated, 
redone by Hungarian-born New York 
restaurateur and food writer George 
Lang and former U.S. Ambassador to 
Austria, Ronald Lauder (Estée’s son), 
Gundel is considered by the cogno-
scenti as the best restaurant in Eastern 
Europe. It is superior in all aspects: its 
venerable history, astonishing good 
looks, charm, service and cuisine. Any-
body who is anybody has dined here 
during it’s 102 year reign; even in the 
communist years. Allatkerti út 2, tel. 
+36/1/321 3550, www.gundel.hu

Hotel Abtei, Hamburg, Germany: 
Offers amenities that would make most 
five-star hotels envious. The house 
abounds with antiques and fresh flow-
ers. Owner Fritz Lay personally records 
the classical music on the dozen or so 
tapes provided for the individual stereo 
systems in each guestroom and bath-
room. Coffee is brewed a half-liter at a 
time and not until ordered by a guest. 
Nothing on the breakfast buffet comes 
in a jar or can; jams and jellies are made 
on the premises, as are the fresh-each-
morning croissants and brioche. Even 
guestroom washbasins are works of art; 
several guest bathrooms contain these 
extraordinary, hand-painted beauties 
which were personally commissioned 

by—you guessed it—Herr Lay. Abteis-
trasse 14, tel. +49/040/442905, www.
abtei-hotel.de

1997
Restaurant Cheval Blanc, Sion, 

Switzerland: This store-front style bistro 
offers interestingly prepared dishes from 
a menu that depends heavily on fresh 
and seasonal ingredients. Obviously a lo-
cal favorite, Cheval Blanc is a lively spot 
in the center of the old town. One of the 
best dishes we tasted last year was Zar-
zuela, a gigantic Spanish-inspired, herb-
flavored seafood stew with mussels, 
chunks of lobster, shrimp, fish pieces, 
prawns, and potatoes, all swimming in a 
garlicky broth laced with olive oil. With 
glasses of chardonnay from Cave Les 
Futailles across the street, and baskets of 
good bread for dipping, it was sublime. 
Grand-Pont 23, tel. +41/027/322 1867, 
www.au-cheval-blanc.ch

Hotel Hermitage, Evolène, Switzer-
land: Tiny Evolène’s best accommoda-
tions are at the rustic Hotel Hermitage, 
where the Queen of Holland once stayed 
during World War II. The interior is 
wood-paneled walls and ceilings, slate 
entry-ways, parquet floors, oriental rugs, 
stuffed birds and game, and plenty of 
antique knickknacks. The most pleasant 
space in the house is the inviting living 
room/sun room with it’s paneled walls 
and ceiling and expanse of windows on 
three sides. Tel.+41/27/283 1232, www.
hermitage-evolene.ch

Wolff’s Art Hotel, Weimar, Ger-
many: Stunning interior design—a 90s 
version of Bauhaus/Art Nouveau—and 
a fantastic collection of Polish and Czech 
poster art combine to make this new 
hotel a visual delight. Factoring in the 
Wolff’s warm welcome with it’s extraor-
dinary decor and amenities, we rank it 
Weimar’s best hotel. Freiherr-vom-Stein-
Allee 3 a/b, tel. +49/3643/54060, www.
arthotelweimar.de

1998
Hotel Art Nouveau, Berlin, Ger-

many: Open only a few months, this is 
a wonderful bargain in a very desirable 
neighborhood. Big, airy, high-ceilinged 
rooms, each with it’s own decor. You 
might ask for Number 10, a corner 
double with hardwood floors. Leibniz-

strasse 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, www.
hotelartnouveau.de

Restaurant Lorenzini, Bern, Swit-
zerland: This is a great choice for those 
seeking that difficult-to-find middle 
ground between the formal, hushed, 
very expensive, temples of fine dining 
and traditional Gasthaus-style pubs 
where meals can be a little heavy and 
repetitive. Dishes here are lighter, more 
creative, service is friendly and efficient 
and the lively atmosphere is a tonic. The-
aterplatz 5, tel. +41/31/311 7850, www.
lorenzini.ch

1999
Hotel-Pension Jedermann, Salz-

burg, Austria: Easily the best value we 
found in Salzburg. In addition to 16 
thoughtfully furnished guest rooms with 
hardwood floors, guests can surf the 
Internet in the hotel’s cozy reception area 
and parking is free.

Proprietor Walter Gmachl is an ebul-
lient sort you will immediately warm to. 
Rupertgasse 25, tel. +43/0662/87 32 41-0, 
www.hotel-jedermann.com

Wirthschaft zum Löwen, Schel-
lenberg, Liechtenstein: The building is 
protected as an historic monument and 
located on a quiet country road near the 
Austrian border in Schellenberg. The 
restaurant has been in the same family 
for generations and Liechtensteiners 
consider it a national treasure. 

It’s is one of those down-home places 
where time-tested dishes are perfectly 
prepared with the best ingredients and 
the portions are huge. Try Käseknöpfle mit 
Apfelmus, tiny dumplings in cheese with 
applesauce, the Liechtenstein version of 
macaroni and cheese. Excellent. Winkel 
5,  tel. +423/373/1162, www.loewen.li

Hotel Sonnenhof, Bad Sachsa, Ger-
many: Though Bad Sachsa—for 50-plus 
years a West German town with East 
Germany close on two sides— is pretty 
much a yawn, it is worth visiting if only 
to spend a couple of quiet nights in it’s 
wonderful Hotel Sonnenhof. We’ve 
seldom had a hotel room that offered so 
much at such a reasonable price: huge, 
brightly lit, with an oversized, curving 
sectional couch, perfect for stretching out 
on with a book or listen to the Philips 
stereo system. The spacious, sparkling, 
halogen-lit bathroom had a roomy 
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shower stall and a separate toilet room, 
always a welcome feature. Glaseberg 20, 
tel. +49/05523/94 37-0, www.sonnenhof-
bad-sachsa.de

2000
Le Vieux Manoir au Lac, Murten, 

Switzerland: It sits by the lake on the 
road just outside Murten, a rambling, 
complicated wooden structure, sprout-
ing a variety of turrets and gables. After 
13 years of searching out the top hotels 
of Germany, Austria and Switzerland, 
we have seen most of the best. Is this 
“best of the best?” Possibly. A few may 
have slightly better kitchens and some 
travelers want spa/exercise/indoor 
swimming facilities, but all things con-
sidered Le Vieux Manoir au Lac is as 
good as any small hotel we’ve seen. Rue 
de Lausanne 18, tel. +41/026/678 61 61, 
www.vieuxmanoir.ch 

Gasthof Schorn, St. Leonhard, Aus-
tria: Autobahn travelers in the Salzburg 
area will find delicious traditional food 
and comfortable overnight accommoda-
tions at Gasthof Schorn, 8 kilometers (5 
miles) south of Salzburg at the Salzburg-
Süd-Grödig exit on the Autobahn to-
ward Hallein. There are 16 double rooms 
all equipped with private toilet and 
shower or tub, direct-dial phone, satel-
lite TV and balcony. Breakfast is buffet 
style and parking is free for guests. St. 
Leonhardstrasse 1, tel. +43/06246/72334, 
www.gasthofschorn.at/de

La Maison des Halles, Neuchâtel, 
Switzerland: In our quest for good food 
served in informal surroundings, the 
ground floor brasserie of this Neuchâ-
tel tradition is a great find. The entire 
dinner, including a bottle of local Pinot 
Noir, the oysters and white wine, the 
main courses and the desserts with a 
glass of port, cost CHF 134 ($78). 4 Rue 
du Trsor, tel. +41/032/724 3141, www.
maisondeshalles.ch

2001
Historische Schhlossmühle, Hor-

bruch, Germany: With the aid of a 
good map and a little perseverance, the 
auto traveler in search of quiet accom-
modations of superior quality will be 
rewarded about half a mile past the tiny 
town of Horbruch, 21 kilometers east 
of Bernkastel Kues on the Mosel river. 

There, nestled in a hidden glen among 
streams, ponds and lush vegetation is 
the Historische Schlossmühle. An der 
Landstrasse 190, tel. + 49/06543/40 41, 
www.historische-schlossmuehle.de

Rusterhof, Rust, Austria: This splen-
did little restaurant and inn, on Rust’s 
main square, served us one of the best 
meals in recent memory. Succulent Tafel-
spitz , with julienned carrots and zuc-
chini served with Apfelkrem (horseradish 
in applesauce), was a steal at AS 215 
AS ($14). Equally good was Zander von 
Neusiedlersee auf roten und gelben papri-
karahm mit Blatt Spinat (pike-perch from 
the lake with wild rice, spinach and two 
sauces) for 235 AS ($15.50). Rathausplatz 
18, Burgenland, tel. +43/02685/6416, 
www.hotelbuergerhaus-rust.at

Hotel Waldrast, Reutte, Austria: 
Makes a convenient and inexpensive 
headquarters for exploring a region rich 
in sightseeing attractions. The best room 
in the house has a castle view, a separate 
sitting room with satellite TV, a balcony, 
and is near Füssen and it’s royal castles. 
Ehrenbergstrasse, tel. +43/05672/62 443, 
www.waldrasttirol.com

Hotel Neu-Meran , Bad Reichenhall-
Nonn, Germany: Except for the amazing-
ly fresh meat, dairy and produce used by 
its kitchen, there is very little that’s “Neu” 
about the Neu-Meran Hotel. In great part, 
that is its charm. This is old-time, country 
Bavaria. For almost 50 years, Franz and 
Ingrid Weber have welcomed travelers 
to their hideaway in the forest above Bad 
Reichenhall. tel. +49/08651/4078, www.
hotel-neu-meran.de 

Wilden Mann Burgerstube, Lu-
cerne, Switzerland: Though it gets its 
share of tourists, the cozy, beam-ceil-
inged Burgerstube in the Hotel Wilden 
Mann also has a strong local following. 
And for good reason, the traditional 
Swiss cuisine with adventurous touches 
here and there is excellent, and the cozy, 
old-world room, with carved wood 
wainscoting, decorated ceiling beams 
and mullioned windows, is the perfect 
venue for it. Bahnhofstrasse 30, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, www.wilden-mann.ch

2002
Hotel Am Brühl, Quedlinberg, 

Germany: The ivy-covered buildings of 
two former farms have been turned into 

a hotel of great charm. Arriving guests 
enter a front courtyard via a gated drive-
way. Inside, public rooms have a clean, 
wide-open feel enhanced by shiny terra-
cotta floors scattered with Oriental rugs. 
Tall Palladian arched windows are set in 
thick stone walls and the exposed rough 
support timbers contrast nicely with 
the modern lighting and furnishings. 
Billungstrasse 11, tel. +49/03946/96180, 
www.hotelambruehl.de

Hotel Alpenruh, Mürren, Switzer-
land: By a narrow but clear margin, this 
is the Mürren hotel we think offers the 
best combination of quality and value. 
It has an open, sprightly feel the others 
seem to lack. The restaurant, though it’s 
menu doesn’t venture far from the tried 
and true, is especially good. Weather 
permitting, meals can be taken on the 
terrace and the hotel can even arrange 
for your breakfast to be served at the top 
of the Schilthorn. tel. +41/033/856 8800, 
www.muerren.ch/alpenruh

Löffels Keller, Koblenz, Germany: 
An evening in Löffels Keller, in the heart 
of Koblenz’s Old City, will send you 
back seven centuries as you sit in a 13th 
century cellar, bathed in candlelight that 
flickers against the stone walls and vault-
ed ceilings. The cuisine is imaginative 
and the presentations are works of art. 
Mehlgasse 14-16, tel. +49/0261/1004715 

2003
Hôtel Bel’Espérance, Geneva, Swit-

zerland: This modest hotel smack dab 
in the heart of Geneva’s Altstadt isn’t 
for everyone. There’s no concierge, no 
room service, no mints on the pillow, no 
plush furniture, no Jacuzzi. The rooms 
are smallish but the prices are super, and 
guests don’t sacrifice cleanliness, cordial 
management or amenities like private 
bathrooms, phones and satellite televi-
sion. And, unlike most hotels which are 
across the river on the right bank, this 
one is on the more charming left. Rue de 
la Valle 1, / tel. +41/022/818 3737, www.
hotel-bel-esperance.ch

Hotel Forni, Airolo, Switzerland: 
The restaurant in the Hotel Forni, across 
from the rail station, is perhaps the 
main reason we call Airolo a “hidden 
treasure.” A member of the dependable, 
moderately-priced Minotel chain, the 
hotel offers good value, but is not spe-
cial. It’s the kitchen that gets our hearts 
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racing. In a month-long trip we never 
had better food or wine at any price, 
even in Michelin-starred restaurants. tel. 
+41/0918/691 270, www.forni.ch

Familienhotel Hutter-Bremm, 
Bremm-Mosel, Germany: The family-
run Hotel Hutter is, quite simply, a steal. 
For the price of a mid-range dinner in 
most German cities, you get overnight 
lodging and breakfast. Add another €10 
for dinner. Ask for a river-view room on 
the first floor (our second) that opens 
to a patio panorama encompassing the 
180-degree bend in the river, the steep 
vineyards of the Bremmer Calmont ris-
ing behind it, and the ruins of the Kloster 
Stuben monastery. Moselstrasse 30, tel 
+49/675/212, www.hotel-hutter.de

2004
Hotel Villa Barleben am See, Kon-

stanz, Germany: A 19th-century former 
summer residence that has been con-
verted to a seven-room hotel. Set amid 
Jugendstil villas, it retains a stately, Victo-
rian appearance and the feel of a private 
home, with rooms that summon memo-
ries of visits to a wealthy aunt. Amid 
parquet floors, antiques, cozy nooks, and 
old steamer trunks, guests receive a high 
level of personal attention.  Seestrasse 
15,  tel. +49/07531/942 330 www.hotel-
barleben.de

Restaurant Mesnerhaus, Mautern-
dorf, Austria: Routinely attracts Salz-
burg residents craving one of the prov-
ince’s best dining experiences. Chef and 
owner Gerhard Gugg rarely disappoints, 
as he creates culinary masterpieces in the 
medieval setting of an old inn near the 
Mauterndorf market square. The wait 
staff serves with choreographed care and 
efficiency and the presentation is perfect. 
Liftstrasse 56, tel. +43 / 6472 / 7595, 
www.mesnerhaus.at

2005
Gasthaus Alpenblick, Appenzell-

Weissbad, Switzerland: This prototypi-
cal Swiss country hotel sits in a meadow 
on a knoll approximately 100 yards 
above the Schwende rail stop, just off the 
road that leads from Appenzell to Was-
serauen. The name Alpenblick (“Alpine 
view”), of course, is indicative of one of 
the hotel’s main attractions: marvelous 
vistas of the Alpstein range, including 

the Säntis, its highest peak. Light wood 
dominates the décor in the sparkling, 
airy guestrooms, many of which have 
balconies offering the best views of any 
hotel we saw in Appenzell. At night, the 
hotel’s cozy Stubli draws a varied crowd 
of locals, farmers and hotel guests, all 
there for the hearty Swiss fare or just to 
spend the evening in conversation and 
a beverage. The Alpenblick is a winner, 
and we recommend it without hesitation. 
tel. +41/071 799 1173, www.alpenblick-
appenzell.ch

Hotel Solaria, Bivio, Switzerland: 
The Solaria is in every way a family 
business-from the friendly vibe at the 
front desk to an all-around do-it-yourself 
work ethic. Though small, the hotel is 
almost entirely self-sustaining, with two 
restaurants, a bakery, a bar, wine cellar, 
laundry facility, bowling alley, and even 
a bocce ball court on the premises. Most 
guestrooms have a balcony or terrace, 
along with phone, radio, minibar, and 
TV. The décor is basic but immaculate 
throughout. Additional amenities in-
clude a sauna, excellent homemade 
cuisine, and terraces for outdoor dining. 
Strada del Guiglia 43, tel. +41/081 684 
5107, www.hotelsolariabivio.ch

2006
Söl’ring Hof Sylt, Sylt, Germany: 

The stars designating fine restaurants, 
that Michelin so freely passes out in 
France, are hard to come by in Germany. 
Such was never more apparent than 
during a dinner at the two-star Söl’ring 
Hof that came as near to perfection as 
any in this writer’s experience. Johannes 
King’s busy kitchen sends forth plate 
after plate of inventive, intriguing, and 
delicious food. In fact, it is difficult to 
find fault anywhere in the Söl’ring ex-
perience: welcome, service, atmosphere, 
wine, food, or presentation. It causes 
one to wonder what a restaurant must 
do to merit that third star. Am Strand-
wall 1, tel, +49/4651/836 200, www.
sofitel.com

Restaurant Tavola Calda, Berlin, 
Germany: Tiny neighborhood favorite 
that typifies the diversity and quality 
of Berlin restaurants. Top-notch calves 
liver, fresh fish, and, of course, pasta. 
Friendly service in a small dining room 
that’s often still full at 11:30pm — al-

ways a good sign. Handy, too, to the 
Hotel Art Nouveau. Leibnizstr. 45, tel. 
+49/030/3241048

Wreecher Hof, Putbus, Germany: 
This is relaxed, easy-to-live-in luxury, 
at an amazing price. The half-dozen 
thatched-roof, all-white bungalows are 
surrounded by well-tended grounds 
featuring colorful flower beds and 
clipped lawns intersected by walkways 
of red and gray pavers. A yellow awning 
shelters an inviting outdoor terrace 
that overlooks a large lily pond. The 43 
guestrooms apportioned among the six 
cottages are five-star in terms of size and 
quality of furnishings. The hotel’s excel-
lent restaurant merits a red Bib Gourmand 
designation from Michelin. Kastanienal-
lee, tel. + 49/038301/850, www.wreech-
er-hof.de

2007
Figlmüller, Vienna, Austria: Since 

1905, the city’s veritable Wiener Schnitzel 
epicenter. Bare tables, wooden benches, 
usually jam-packed—but waiters wear 
tuxedos and the colossal breaded-veal 
cutlets are the size of catchers’ mitts. 
Wollzeile 5, tel. +43/01/512/1760, www.
figlmueller.at

Landhaus Tanner, Waging am See, 
Germany: Unmistakably, Bavarian, the 
Landhaus Tanner sits in a meadow on 
the edge of town and, at three stories tall, 
looks bigger than it’s seven guestrooms 
would suggest. The welcome was warm 
and we were soon ensconced in a lovely 
corner room (Number Seven) with slant-
ing beamed ceilings, blonde wood trim, 
and separate sitting area with couch and 
easy chair upholstered in bright, primary 
colors. There is a balcony and a large, all-
tile bathroom features a spacious, glassed-
in shower. Some hotels would call this a 
junior suite and at $88 it’s a great bargain. 
Aglassing 1, tel. +49/08681/6975 0, www.
landhaustanner.de

Forsthaus Auerhahn, Baiersbronn-
Hinterlagenbach, Germany: Charming 
Forsthaus Auerhahn is about 15 miles 
north and a world away from Baiers-
bronn’s pricey big boys, but if you really 
want to get away from it all in frugal 
style, this is the place to come. Originally 
a 200-year-old forestry house, this beau-
tifully maintained family inn feels very 
much like a little house in the Big Woods 
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near some of the area’s best hiking trails. 
tel. +49/07447/934 0, www.forsthaus-
auerhahn.de 

2008
Kunsthaus, Quedinburg, Germany: 

This unusual marriage of retail museum 
and bed and breakfast has to rank as 
one of Gemütlichkeit’s all-time discover-
ies. We’ve inspected or stayed in most 
of the city’s hotels, and the zen-like 
tranquility and simplicity of these two 
guestrooms, and the garden terrace they 
share, are the most appealing we’ve 
seen. Check the website and book far 
ahead, because this is special. Blasiistr. 
16, tel. +49/03946/919693, www.kunst-
hausquedlinburg.de

Hotel Lundenbergsand, Simons-
berg, Germany: Hidden among beach 
grasses behind an imposing North Sea 
dike in the Wattenmeer National Park, 
is the dormered, thatch-roofed Hotel 
Lundenbergsand. The theme is nauti-
cal. On the walls are a ship’s wheel and 
pictures of ships. Oil lamps hang over 
each table in the dining room. In sum-
mer the daylight lasts a very long time, 
making after dinner a perfect time for a 
walk on the dike. Lundenbergweg 3, tel. 
+49/04841/83930, www.hotel-lunden-
bergsand.de

Gasthof Ubl, Vienna Austria: En-
tering Ubl’s old- Vienna atmosphere is 
like walking onto the set of The Third 
Man—poorly lit, a bit seedy, a trifle 
smoky, and paneled in dark wood. A 
Harry Lime hangout, for sure; missing 
only the twangy zither. But when they 
bring the food you don’t care about 
seedy or smoky. Tender slices of veal loin 
(€13) bathed in their own rich juices, and 
the cooked-just-right, crispy Schnitzel 
(€9.5), were both superior examples of 
simple, down-home Vienna cookery. 
With accompanying salads, a beer each, 
and a shared dessert, the bill for two was 
€32.50. Reservations advisable. Press-
gasse 26, tel. +43/01/587 6437, www.
spottedbylocals.com/vienna/ubl/

 2009
U Rudolfina, Prague, Czech Re-

public: Awarded the maximum five 
foaming mugs by the website www.
PraguePubs.co.uk, U Rudolfina, whose 
customers are mostly local, is said by 

many Czechs to serve the best Pilsner 
Urquell in Prague. They also like that 
it hasn’t made concessions to the ram-
pant tourism that has overtaken central 
Prague during the past two decades. In 
addition to excellent beer, U Rudolfina 
serves some of the best beer-tavern food 
in town. Start with topinky, slices of dark 
rye bread fried on both sides, sprinkled 
with salt, and accompanied by whole 
garlic cloves to rub on the bread. If this 
classic Czech finger food is too strong, 
go for the “beer cheese,” a mound of soft 
cheese with mustard and chopped on-
ions on the side, which is mashed togeth-
er with a fork and spread on fresh bread. 
U Krizovnická 10, tel. +420/222/313 088 

Hotel Meintzinger, Frickenhausen, 
Germany:  In a sleepy wine village on 
the Main River, the Hotel Meintzinger is 
also a winery that has been in the same 
family for eight generations. Housed in a 
500-year-old stone building, it was fully 
refurbished in 2006. The friendly owners 
offer guests tastings of their own vin-
tages in the modern wine-tasting rooms. 
Babenbergplatz 4, tel. +49/9331/87110, 
www.hotel-meintzinger.de

Hotel Rathausglöckel, Baden-
Baden, Germany: This completely reno-
vated, four-star property is family-run, 
intimate, and located in a historic build-
ing dating from 1632. Oddly enough, the 
German-born owner once lived in the 
United States and is an American citizen. 
He and his Ukrainian wife are both flu-
ent in English and especially welcoming 
of North American guests.

On a romantic narrow street close 
to the Market Square and Friedrichsbad 
thermal bath, the Rathausglöckel is just 
five minutes’ walk from most of Baden-
Baden’s major sights. Each of its 16 
rooms (including four suites) is different, 
decorated in tasteful Old-World style, 
with good quality wooden furniture and 
well-chosen textiles. Rathausglöckel, 
Steinstrasse 7 – 9, tel. +49/7221/90-610, 
www.rathausgloeckel.de

Restaurant St. Urban
Deidesheim, Germany

The food comes from the same kitch-
en as the Michelin one-star Restaurant 
Schwarzer Hahn (located in the same 

building) but at a much lower price. 
Am Marktplatz, 67146 Deidesheim, tel. 
+49/6326-96870, info@deidesheimerhof.
de, www.deidesheimerhof.de 

Alte Zunftscheune Restaurant
Traben-Trarbach, Germany
Good food in a country atmosphere. 

Extensive menu. Family-owned. Full 
of antiques and artifacts from flea mar-
kets and grandmothers’ attics. Neue 
Rathausstrasse 1, 56841 Traben-Trarbach, 
tel. +49/6541-9737, info@zunftscheune.
de, www.zunftscheune.de 

Fischrestaurant Jackob
Mainz, Germany

Long wooden tables, bustling atmo-
sphere, absolutely fresh seafood trans-
ported in ice from seacoast-to-kitchen. 
Two blocks from the KD riverboat docks. 
Fischtorstrasse 7, Mainz 55116, tel. 
+49/06131/229/299, www.fischjackob.de 

Atrium Hotel
Mainz, Germany 

Modern four-star resort luxury at 
three-star prices.  A few kilometers from 
the Mainz center but you get the usual 
spa perks at a great price. Flugplatzstras-
se 44, Mainz 55126, tel. +49/06131/490, 
info@atrium-mainz.de,  www.atrium-
mainz.de 

Wellness-Geniesser Hotel Theresa
Zell, Austria

Austrian country hotels are famed 
for their warmth of welcome and hos-
pitality, and this one is special. Once 
you’ve stayed at Wellness-Geniesser 
Hotel Theresa, you’re a Stammgast (regu-
lar guest) forever. Family-owned, lovely 
grounds and public rooms. Bahnhof-
strasse 15, A - 6280 Zell im Zillertal, tel. 
+43 5282 22860, www.theresa.at 

Restaurant Löwenzorn
Basel, Switzerland

Parts of this popular Altstadt restau-
rant date back nearly 700 years. Today 
its gorgeous historic rooms with carved 
wood paneling, frescoed walls, stained 
glass windows, extraordinary light fix-
tures, and hearty Swiss country cuisine, 
attract a large and devoted following. 
Gemsberg 2, CH-4051 Basel, tel. +41/61-
261-4213, hallo@loewenzorn.ch, www.
loewenzorn.ch
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