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taking a Load Off in Munich 
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1 gal. diesel, Germany=$7.31
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unich is a city of many charms, 
but there is none that prevents 
tired feet. But at least in Mu-

nich when the feet complain too vocifer-
ously there are many opportunities to 

rest them in pleasant 
surroundings. Three 

favorite havens in the heart of Munich 
are fine places to sit back and, while 
savoring some restorative refreshment, 
observe the cheerful hum of daily life in 
this city that still knows how to enjoy it. 

Café Nymphenburg Sekt
Every visitor to Munich discovers 

the Viktualienmarkt, the outdoor food 
extravaganza not far from Marienplatz, 
where you can eat your way around 
the world on one compact piece of real 
estate. In the southwest corner next to 
the Karl Valentine fountain is Café Nym-
phenburg Sekt, a long-time occupant of 

a tiny but recently renovated market 
stall. Despite the café’s updated appear-
ance and a new, more permanent sur-
rounding enclosure, it retains its market 
atmosphere.

In the Weisswurst capital of the 
world, this café is one of the best places 
to savor the delicate flavors of the 
famed native sausage, first made by a 
butcher on Marienplatz in 1857. Nym-
phenburg Sekt’s Weisswurst is made by 
Hermannsdoerfer, an organic producer 
near Munich. Much of the other food 
served is locally sourced as well.

Weisswurst accompanied by a Weiss-
bier, and a fresh, chewy pretzel with 
sweet mustard is the quintessential Mu-

n the beginning, it was a Roman 
settlement. In the 15th century, 
Winterthur, 15 miles northeast of 

Zürich, was a market town. In the 17th 
and 18th centuries, it produced elegant 
faience stoves. Then, in the 19th century, 
it gained renown for its production of in-
dustrial sewing machines, ship engines 
and locomotives. Today, thanks to the 

generosity of some of 
those who prospered 

in these industries, Winterthur (pop. 
100,000), Switzerland’s sixth largest 
and fastest growing city, is one of that 
nation’s richest repositories of art.

But not only is it home to art muse-
ums in elegant villas, to photographic 
museums, a nature museum, a science 
center, its Altstadt is ideal for strolling. 

To reach Winterthur by car from 
Zürich Airport, follow the green A1 
Autobahn signs to Winterthur, making 

sure your rental car is equipped with 
a “vignette” for Autobahn driving (see 
Basics, page 3). Or, for surface roads, fol-
low the blue signs marked Winterthur. 
The journey should take approximately 
20 minutes. Once in Winterthur, you 
will find parking on side streets and, of 
course, in parking lots.

Visitors arriving by train who walk 
from Bahnhofstrasse up Marktgasse, 
will note not a car in sight. The main 
and side streets of Winterhur’s Old 
Town comprise Europe’s largest pedes-
trian mall. Along it rise tall 16th, 17th 
and 18th-century houses—gray, green, 
pink, golden. Sometimes their second 
stories are half-timbered. Sometimes 
wrought-iron balconies and oriel win-
dows embellish them. In warm seasons, 
geraniums brighten window boxes. 
In all seasons, signs above their doors 
declare the names from the houses’ past 

by Phyllis Cocroft 

by Margie Gibson

Euro-Beating Strategies 2011
Twenty-four months ago in this 

space I wrote that the year ahead, 2009, 
represented the best European travel 
opportunity in more than a decade. 
I cited a stronger dollar, and airlines 
and hotels desperate for customers. As 
usual, I was bullish on European travel. 
But I also like to think I’m a realist, and 
must therefore now acknowledge that 
the travel season ahead has a far dif-
ferent look than it did at this time two 
years ago. The airlines are beginning 
to learn—perhaps from the diamond 
industry—that if you limit supply prices 
can be kept high. Then there’s the dol-
lar. It’s on a quiet slide vs. the euro. In 
March ‘09 the price of one euro was 
US$1.26, today it costs US$1.38. The 
news is much worse regarding the Swiss 
franc. Early in ’09 a franc cost 86 cents; 
currently it fetches $1.07, a 24-percent 
decline in the dollar’s value.

And let’s not forget that absolutely 
essential commodity that seems to affect 
the cost of everything, oil. In February 
2009 it was $31 a barrel. As this is writ-
ten the price is $104 per barrel. A gallon 
of diesel in Germany is about US$7.40 
and fuel surcharges on airline tickets 
are once again a painful travel reality. 
(It was recently disclosed that British 
Air added a US$500 fuel surcharge to a 
“free” frequent flyer award ticket.)

Thus, 2011 is a year to roll out the 
cost-cutting strategies. Though some of 
what I am about to suggest isn’t new, it 
does bear repeating:

• Travel in the off-season. Avoid 
mid-May to mid-October travel and 
you’ll pay a lot less for transatlantic air 
tickets. Though we all envision warm 
summer breezes and dining outdoors 
in a romantic setting, early spring, late 
fall and winter visits have their advan-
tages. Europe shifts from a summertime 
Disneyland atmosphere to more of a 
business-as-usual, this-is-the-real-Eu-
rope mode. There are fewer tourists and 
cultural venues are at full throttle. You’ll 
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see a different Europe. 
• Go rural. Not only is the real Eu-

rope a lot more accessible in small towns 
and villages, almost everything, includ-
ing accommodations, food, and parking, 
is less expensive. 

• Downshift a category…or two. 
This applies to hotels, restaurants, rental 
cars and rail travel. A compact rental 
car works fine for two or three people 
with luggage. The second-class cars on 
Germany’s ICE trains put most Amtrak 
coaches to shame. Later, I’ll have some 
specific suggestions for ways to find 
comfortable but inexpensive overnight 
accommodations, and for finding good, 
cheap food. 

• Cover Less Territory: Limiting 
your travel to one or two countries will 
save on rental car fuel. A two-week itin-
erary that includes southern Germany 
and central and western Austria will be 
about 750 miles. At $7 per gallon, fuel for 
a compact car that gets 32mpg will cost 
about $165. On the other hand, you’ll 
pay nearly twice as much for fuel for a 
Berlin-Prague-Vienna-Zürich-Paris route 
in the same car.  

Train travelers will save by visiting 
fewer countries. In Germany a couple 
with a German Twin Pass can ride the 
fastest, sleekest ICE trains all day for as 
little as $32.50 per person. Switzerland’s 
best per day, per person rail deal is the 
consecutive-day Swiss Saver Pass that 
ranges in price from $17 to $58 per day, 
depending on number of days (the more 

days, the better the price) and class of 
service. Compare those prices with the 
three-country Eurail Select Saver Pass, 
which costs $63.20 per person per day for 
each of five nonconsecutive days, though 
the per day price drops when more days 
are added.

• Don’t Buy ‘Stuff’ in Europe. Try to 
leave the U.S. as fully equipped as possi-
ble. Items like batteries, over-the-counter 
medication, hand lotion, voltage convert-
ers, etc., are much more expensive when 
purchased in Europe. A few years ago 
the battery charger for my GSM phone 
failed while in Austria. A replacement 
cost $35 instead of the approximately $15 
I would have paid in the U.S.

If you’ve ever purchased English lan-
guage paperback books in Europe you 
know how expensive they are, so if you 
don’t already have an e-reader such as a 
Kindle, the trip might be a good excuse 
to take the plunge (I read books on my 
iPhone—works great).  

• Be alert for deals. The websites 
of the national tourist offices all have 
regularly-updated pages devoted to 
discounts and package deals. Also, check 
Gemut.com’s Facebook page, Bob Bestor 
on Twitter, and, of course, our website 
at Gemut.com where you can sign-up 
to receive our free Europe Travel Report 
emails. 

Some deals aren’t obvious or get 
lost in the blizzard of hype surrounding 
high-end travel that dominates the travel 
media. Do you know, for example, that 
with the purchase of a Swiss Pass comes 
free admission to most of the country’s 
important museums? Or that many 

hostels are not just for youthful back-
packers and have private rooms with 
en suite bathrooms? Or that by placing 
an informed bid on Priceline (visit Bid-
dingforTravel.com, first) you have a very 
good chance of scoring a double room 
for from $65 to $125 in a four-star hotel 
in such cities as Berlin, Munich, Frank-
furt, Salzburg, Vienna and Zürich? 

Here are some specific tactics:
Air: There isn’t a lot to be done about 

the high air ticket prices, except travel 
in the off-season, try some of the lesser-
known carriers such as Condor, Air Ber-
lin, Iceland Air, Air India, Jet Airways, 
Brussels Air, Royal Air Maroc, LOT 
Polish Airlines, and perhaps one or two 
others, or try to use frequent flyers miles; 
but that, too, will not be as easy as in the 
recent past.

Hotels: The best values are in the 
countryside, the small towns of Ger-
many and Austria, where double rooms 
in better-than-adequate hotels can be 

http:///www.gemut.com/see-back-issues.html
http://www.gemut.com/book-a-hotel-in-europe-jumi.html
http://www.biddingfortravel.com
http://www.biddingfortravel.com
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WINTERTHUR
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history— Zum Liecht, Zum Hohen Eich, 
Zum Alsassen, Zum Sonne. 

As you stroll, of course, you will 
find cafes and restaurants, dress shops, 
shoe stores, jewelers, toy stores and 
apothecaries. Once, Winterthur was a 
walled city centered around the Church 
of St. Laurentius, but now encircling 
boulevards have replaced the walls. St. 
Laurentius is today’s Stadtkirche, whose 
twin bell towers date from the 14th and 
15th centuries. Across from it on Kirch-
platz is the mid 19th-century Neoclassi-
cal Gewerbermuseum of arts and crafts, 
color and design, of European clocks and 
clock-making. 

Stop at the 18th-century Neoclassi-
cal Rathaus as you go up Marktgasse 
and walk through its covered arcade 
to Stadthaustrasse. Handsome ceiling 
paintings adorn the passageway, and 
should you go inside to the Museum 
Briner und Kern, there are Renaissance 
paintings and delicate 16th-18th-century 
enamel miniatures to see.

 On the other side of the passageway 
on Stadhaustrasse, stands the 19th-cen-
tury Stadthaus with its imposing Greek 
temple-inspired staircase and columns; its 
fountains fashioned after those of Rome 

A similarly grandiose building 
across Museumstrasse is the Neoclas-
sical Kunstmuseum. Impressive as it is 
outside it is much more so inside, where 
works by Monet and Braque, Van Gogh, 
Magritte, Leger, Kandinsky and Miro, 
among others, hang. (The Naturmuseum 
Winterthur is also here.) In the adjoin-
ing modern building are masterpieces of 
contemporary art.

If you amble down Steinbergstrasse, 
or stop for fondue at the restaurant Wal-
liser Kanne, or for tea and scones or a 
bowl of soup at Tea & Room Teekult, 
you can’t miss Steinbergstrasse’s ellipti-
cal wells designed by American artist 
Donald Judd that are a talk of the town. 
But there are impressive older water 
sources to be seen, too; the Justitia Foun-
tain that has stood on the Marktgasse 
since 1537 and the Florabrunnen. 

Another show-stopper on a stroll is 
the wooden sculpture of a reclining gi-
ant by local artist Werner Jans. It sprawls 

these Reinhart gave to his home city of 
Winterthur.

On the outskirts of town (a museum 
bus from the Hauptbahnof goes there 
hourly when the collection is open), is 
Oskar Reinhart’s villa, Am Romerholz, 
set in a tree-shaded park. On the villa’s 
walls hang works by Cranach, Hans 
Holbein the Younger, Rubens, Ingres, 
Cezanne, David and many more that 
Reinhart bought and, at his death,  left to 
his country.

But Oskar Reinhart was not the only 
Winterthur native to bless the public 
with an art collection. Two other collec-
tors, Arthur and Hedy Hahnloser-Bühler, 
offer what they purchased to the public 
in the Villa Flora, also on the museum 
bus route from the Hauptbahnhof.

As a young woman, Hedy Bühler, 
who came from a family of Wintherthur 
textle manufacturers, studied art in Mu-
nich but returned to Winterthur to marry 
an ophthalmologist. The young couple 
visited Paris and began collecting works 
by Vallaton, Maguin and Bonnard. In 
time, they added Van Gogh, Gauguin, 
Matisse, Roualt, Redon and Toulouse-
Lautrec to their collection. 

And following in the family tradi-
tion, Oskar Reinhart’s nephew, Georg, 
and great-nephew, Andreas, helped to 
establish photographic museums in 
Winterthur—the Fotomuseum Winter-
thur and the Fotostiftung Schweiz, both 
reached on Bus 2 from the Hauptbahn-
hof, or on foot via Tosstalstrasse out of 
the Old Town to Palmstrasse and turning 
left to Gruzenstrasse. From the Hapt-
bahnhof, it is about a 15-minute walk.

In the neo-Baroque Villa Bühler on 
Lindstrasse just outside the Old Town 
at Bühler Park is the Munzkabinett 
und Antikensammlung with more than 
50,000 old coins and banknotes. The 
18th-century neoclassical Villa Linden-
gut across General Guisanstrasse in the 
Stadtpark, though largely a site for wed-
dings and receptions, has some fine wall 
paintings and faience stoves.

Farther away are Technorama—the 
Swiss Science Center in Oberwinter-
thur—reached by Bus 5 from the Bahnhof 
and Winterthur’s castles; 13th-century 
Morsburg with a weapons collection and 
a superb view; 13th-century Schloss Hegi, 

Winterthur Basics
Population:  100,000
Elevation:  439 meters (1,440 feet)
Visitor information: Winterthur Touris-
mus, Hauptbahnhof, CH-8401 Winterthur, 
tel. +41/052/267 67 00, www.winterthur-
tourismus.ch
Driving distances:
Basel  106 km / 1�1 mi
Berlin   864 km / 540 mi
Bern    97 km / 61 mi
Frankfurt  ��� km / �08 mi
Interlaken 150 km / 94 mi
Geneva  �5� km / 158 mi 
Munich  �84 km / 178 mi
Salzburg  4�7 km / �67 mi
Vienna  76� km / 477 mi
Zürich    8� km / 5� mi
Autobahn vignette: Cars driven on the 
Swiss Autobahn must display a pass 
called a “vignette.” The cost is 35 Swiss 
francs. Cars rented in Switzerland are 
equipped with the vignette. Drivers com-
ing from other countries can purchase the 
pass at border entry points for CHF 35. 
The vignette is not required for travel on 
regular surface roads, only the Autobahn.
Rail service:  Many direct trains per hour 
to Zürich (19 to 27 minutes) for connec-
tions throughout Europe. 
Nearest airport:  Zürich Airport, 13 min-
utes by rail. Multiple trains per hour.
Discounts:  Many Winterthur hotels offer 
�5-percent discount for weekend stays at 
www.winterthur-tourismus.ch

beneath the trees of the charming Gra-
ben, entertaining both summer picnickers 
and children who happily scramble over 
its long legs. More greenery is to be found 
by following the paths of the Stadtgarten 
and enjoying its garden of roses.

On Stadthausstrasse, you will find 
the Museum Oskar Reinhart am Stadt-
garten housed in the converted mid-19th 
century Alt Gymnasium. Its founder, 
Oskar Reinhart, was foremost among the 
city’s collectors of great art. A member of 
a prosperous Winterthur coffee and tea 
trading company, on travels abroad he 
became enthralled with Impressionist and 
Expressionist art and in the Stadtgarten 
museum are works by Swiss painters 
Bocklin, Fussli and Giocometti, as well 
as by German and Austrian Romantics. 
The museum houses the largest collec-
tion of German art outside Germany. All 

http://www.winterthur-tourismus.ch/en/
http://www.winterthur-tourismus.ch/en/
http://www.winterthur-tourismus.ch/en/
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Key Websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

exhibiting stoves and furniture and ceram-
ics, and 10th-century Schloss Kyburg, the 
ancestral seat of the Kyburg family that 
founded Winterthur. Its picturesque set-
ting is above the River Toss. 

Bus schedules to the castles, as well 
as museum passes and maps of the 
town, are available at Winterthur Tou-
ismus, open in the Hauptbahnhof from 
8:30am to 5:30pm Monday through Fri-
day and Saturday from 8:30am  to 4pm 
tel. +41/052 267 67 00. Information may 
also be obtained from www.winter-
thur-tourismus.ch/de/.

Winterthur Museums
 The Swiss Rail Pass grant entry to 

most of Switzerland’s major museums, 
including several in Winterthur.

Oskar Reinhart Collection Am 
Romerholz, Haldenstrasse 95, is open 
Tuesday through Sunday from 10am  
to 5pm, but Wednesday until 8pm, tel. 
+41/052/269  27 40, www.kultur-sch-
weiz.admin.ch/sor

 The Museum Oskar Reinhart am 
Stadtgarten, Stadthausstrasse 6, is open 
Tuesday 10am  to 8pm, Wednedsay 
through Sunday, 10am  to 5pm, tel. 
+41/052/269 27 40, www.museumos-

karreinhart.ch 
Villa Flora, Tosstalstrasse 44, open 

Tuesday through Saturday, 2 to 5pm, Sun-
day from 11am to 3pm, tel. +41/052/212 
99 66. www.villaflora.ch 

Kunstmuseum, Museumstrasse 52, 
is open Tuesday 10am  to 8pm, Wednes-
day through Sunday 10am to 5pm, tel. 
+41/052 367 51 62, www.kmw.ch/ 

Kunsthalle Winterthur, Marktgasse 
25, exhibiting contemporary art, is open 
Wednesday through Friday from noon 
to 6pm, Saturday and Sunday from noon 
to 4pm, tel. +41/052/267 51 32, www.
kunsthallewinterthur.ch 

Museum Briner and Kern, Markt-
gasse 20, is open Tuesday through Sat-
urday from 2 to 5pm and Sunday from 
10am  to 12pm, and 2pm until 5pm, tel. 
+41/052/267 51 26,  www.museumbri-
nerundkern.ch 

Fotozentrum Winterthur, Gruzen-
strasse 44/45, open Thursday through 
Sunday from 11am to 6pm, Wednesday 
from 11am to 8pm, tel. +41/052/234 10 
60,  www.fotomuseum.ch und www.
fotostiftung.ch 

Gewerbemuseum Winterthur, 
Kirchplatz 14 is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 10am to 5pm and Thursday, 
10am to 8pm, tel. +41/052/287 51 36, 
www.gewerbemuseum.ch

Munzkabinett und Antikensam-
mlung, Villa Buhler, Lindstrasse 8 is 
open Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday from 2 to 5pm, tel. +41/052/267 
51 46, www.muenzkabinett.ch

Naturmuseum Winterthur, Muse-
umstarsse 52 is open Tuesday through 
Sunday from 10am  to 5pm, tel. 
+41/052/267 51 66, www.naturwinter-
thur.ch

Museum Lindengut, Romerstrasse 8 
is open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
from 2 to 5pm, tel. +41/052/213 47 77, 
www.museum-lindengut.ch

Morsburg, Winterthur Stadel is open 
from March to October, Tuesday through 
Sunday, 10am to noon, and 1:30 to 5pm, 
tel. +41/052/237 1396, www.museum-
lindengut.ch

Schloss Hegi, Hegfeldstrasse 125, 
Winterthur-Hegi, open March to Octo-
ber, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 2pm to 
5pm, Sunday 9am to noon and 2 to 5pm, 

tel. +41/052/242 38 40, www.winter-
thur-tourismus.ch

Schloss Kyberg, Schloss 1, Kyburg 
is open in winter Saturday and Sunday 
from 10:30am to 4:30pm and in summer 
from Tuesday through Sunday from 
10:30am  to 5:30pm tel. +41/052 232 46 
64,  www.schlosskyburg.ch

Winterthur hotels

  ETAP Hotel Winterthur
This very basic 84-room hotel is in an 

unexciting business district (gas stations 
and fast-food restaurants) that is a 10-
minute walk or a five-minute ride from 
the train station. However, it’s clean with 
welcoming employees. Standard rooms 
have one double bed with a “bunk” 
bed above and can accommodate two 
adults and one child under 12. Rooms 
are equipped with a toilet, shower and 
washstand, a stool, desk and satellite TV, 
but no closet or chair or table. Rooms are 
air-conditioned and there is pay parking. 
Buffet breakfast (CHF 11) is not included 
in the room price.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF 86.50, doubles 
CHF 89, CHF 91.50 with a third occupant 
in the room.
Contact: ETAP Hotel Wintethur, 
Bruhlbergstrasse 74, 8400 Winter-
thur, tel. +41/052/264 84 00, fax 
+41/052/2648410, www.etaphotel.com 
Rating: Quality 9/15, Value 15/20

Sorell Hotel Krone
If you’re historically minded, this 

40-room three-star hotel whose origins 
date back to 14�4, is likely to appeal. It 
is situated in the heart of Winterthur on 
Europe’s largest walking street. Rooms 
are spacious and all with either bath or 
shower. 
Daily Rates: Singles from CHF 145, 
doubles from CHF 160 
Contact: Sorell Hotel Krone, Marktgasse 
49, 8401 Winterthur, tel. +41/052/208 
18 18, fax +41/052/208 18 20, www.
kronewinterthur.ch, info@kronewin-
terthur.ch.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

  Park Hotel Winterthur
This 73-room four-star business ho-

tel is next to the Stadthaus Garden and 
only a short walk from the city center. 
It is up-to-date in all respects. Though 
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http://www.etaphotel.com/gb/hotel-6783-etap-hotel-winterthur/location.shtml
http://www.kronewinterthur.ch
http://www.kronewinterthur.ch
mailto:info@kronewinterthur.ch
mailto:info@kronewinterthur.ch


High-season airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 

Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip via Lufthansa to 
Frankfurt for mid-week travel and do not include tax, 
fees, & fuel charges. Call for a to-the-penny quote 
or get an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 8/31/2011. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 1/24/11, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include Value Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd 
party liability ins. but do not include CDW, theft 
insurance, road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $221 $32
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $221 $32
Opel Astra (Auto) $383 $55
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $264 $35
VW Passat  (Auto) $475 $68
Audi A4 $411 $59
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $288 $41
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $468 $67
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $521  $74
VW Touran  $375 $54
VW Golf Wagon $298 $43
VW Passat Wagon $353 $50
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $411 $59
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $751 $107
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $530  $76
VW Sharan 7-pass $730 $104
VW Minibus 9-pass $743 $106

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
FOrd Focus $291 $42
VW Golf (Auto) $486 $69
Mercedes B-Class  $375 $54
Peugeot 407 $626 $89
Mercedes C-Class $985 $141
VW Touran (Auto)  $513 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $306 $44
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $468 $67 
Peogeot 807 7-Pass $889 $127

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $288 $41
Opel Astra $304 $43
Ford Focus (Auto) $372 $53
Opel Vectra  $338 $48
Renault scenic (Auto) $483 $69
VW Passat (Auto)  $593 $85
FOrd C-Max  $349 $50
Opel Astra Wagon  $427 $61     
Ford Galaxy Van $612 $87
Mercedes Vito 7-Pass $784 $112

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through August 31, 2011, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$288, including 19% VAT. 

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1127 
Boston ........................................$1070
Chicago .......................................$1110
Dallas ............................................$940 
Denver ........................................$1160
Los Angeles ................................$1200
Miami ............................................$888 
New York ......................................$750
Orlando .......................................$1100
Seattle ........................................$1264
San Francisco .............................$1210
Washington DC ............................$1110
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34 
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com




Get the Latest rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $727 $619 $474    
21 consecutive days        $938 $798 $611
1 month                          $1156 $983 $752
2 months                   $1632 $1387 $1061
3 months                  $2012 $1711 $1309
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $859 $730 $559 
days in 2 months   $1127 $958 $733

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $457 $389 $298
6 days in 2 months  $505 $429 $329
8 days in 2 months $597 $508 $389
10 days in 2 months $692 $589 $451
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $511 $435 $333
6 days in 2 months $559 $475 $364
8 days in 2 months $651 $554 $424
10 days in 2 months $745 $633 $485
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $563 $480 $367
6 days in 2 months $611 $520 $398
8 days in 2 months $705 $600 $459
10 days in 2 months $796 $677 $518 
15 days in 2 months   $1009 $858 $656
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $255 $217 $167 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 34 $ 29 $ 22

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $398 $328 $326 $280 $280
6 days in 2 months $442 $364 $363 $310 $310
8 days in 2 months $515 $430 $428 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $496 $495 $431 $431

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $312 (1Cl)   $215 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $35    $30
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $296 $239 $258 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $38 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $252 $206 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 38 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $320 $320 $272 $244
5 days in 2 months $420 $356 $356 $302   $274 
days in 2 months $463 $393 $393 $334 $301
7 days  in 2 months $506 $431 $431 $368 $329
8 days  in 2 months $550 $468 $468 $398 $356
9 days  in 2 months $595 $504 $504 $440 $387
10 days in 2 months $638 $542 $542 $460 $415
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $407 $345 $287
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45 $40 $32
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $335 $255 $204 $258 $188
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 25 23 $15 $24 $18

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $407 $350 $350 $299 $301
6 days in 2 months $449 $383 $383 $329 $329
8 days  in 2 months $534 $457 $457 $391 $393
10 days in 2 months $623 $530 $530 $457 $457
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $428 $322 $322 $261 $261
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $44 $34 $34 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $412 $372 $372 $337 $288
5 days in 2 months $457 $411 $411 $371 $318
6 days in 2 months $500 $450 $450 $399 $352
8 days  in 2 months $585 $528 $528 $460 $412
10 days in 2 months $673 $606 $606 $528 $476
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $434 $371 $306
6 days in 2 months $479 $407 $337
8 days in 2 months $565 $484 $398
10 days in 2 months $654 $558 $460
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $256 $209 $218 $169 $169
Avg Extra Rail Day $31 $24 $26 $20 $20
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $387 $329 $271
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42  $36 $30

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $405 $270 $344 $229 $305 $203
8 consec. days   $586 $391 $499 $333 $440 $293
15 consec. days  $708 $472 $602 $401 $532  $354
22 consec. days  $816 $544 $694 $462 $612 $408
1 month $899 $599 $764 $509 $675 $449
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $331 $220 $389 $260
4 days in 1 month  $401 $267 $471 $314
5 days in 1 month  $464 $309 $545 $363
6 days in 1 month  $526 $352 $620 $413
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $266 (1-Cl)  $190 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $200 (1-Cl)  $133 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2011
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee.  For 
European timetables go to www.bahn.

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2011
European River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBE
 8 days, Budapest to Passau. From $1999

DANUBE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Vienna to Nürnberg. From $1999

RHINE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Nürnberg to Basel. From $1999

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE
 8 days, Basel to Amsterdam. From $1999

LEGENDARy RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3699

EUROPEAN JEWELS
 15 days, Buapest to Amsterdam. From $4499

EUROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam, From $3799

EASTERN EUROPE ExPLORER
 15 days, Vienna to Bucharest. From $4199

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE
 10 days, Paris to Nürnberg. From $2199

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE
 17 days, Paris to Vienna. From $4199

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERy
 15 days, Basel to Vienna. From $3999

GRAND EUROPEAN SERENADE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From $8499

GRAND EUROPEAN ExPLORER
 29 days, Basel to Bucharest. From $8499

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• Unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• Terry cloth robes
• Satellite TV in cabins
• Fitness Center

For free catalog or to book space phone Gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Early Booking
Discounts Still 

Available
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rooms may be a trifle stark for non-
business travelers, a charming touch is 
the blankets for those who would like 
to enjoy the garden and outside dining 
in season.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF 169-185, dou-
bles CHF 235-300
Contact: Park Hotel Winterthur, 
Stadthausstrasse 4, 8402 Winterthur, tel.  
+41/052/28 02 65, fax 395 02 75, www.
phwin.ch, welcome@phwin.ch 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20 

Taverne zum Kreuz
There are only nine rooms in this 

centrally situated, charming 1669 half-
timbered house, but they are pleasant 
and clean.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF 126-148, dou-
bles CHF 156-176
Contact: Taverne zum Kreuz, 
Stadthausstrasse 10b, 8400 Winterthur, 
tel.  +41/052/269 07 20, fax  269 07 39, 
www.taverne-zum-kreuz.ch, info@
taverne-zum-kreuz.ch
Rating: Quality 12/15, Value 11/11

Hotel Loge
This 17-room, three-star business 

hotel in an historic 1865 house on the 
tree-lined Graben has simply 
decorated rooms with balconies 
affording a view of the Old Town. 
A warm staff welcomes guests.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF 175-215, dou-
bles CHF 215-250 
Contact: Hotel Loge, Oberer Graben 
6, Postfach 324, 8402 Winterthur, tel. 
+41/052/268 12 00, fax 268 12 33, www.
hotelloge.ch, info@hotelloge.ch 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 13/16

Winterthur restaurants
In hunting season, you are likely to 

find plenty of venison and wild boar on 
local menus. In any season, there will be 
crisp Swiss potato Rösti to accompany a 
meat entrée. But there are many restau-
rants serving international cuisine.

Barnabas
This friendly little restaurant is a 

favorite among locals, but reservations 
are essential because of its small size. 
In addition to fine Swiss fare, it offers 
Mediterranean, Oriental and Indian 
dishes starting at CHF 24 for pasta and 

vegetable dishes.
Contact: Barnabas, Buehrainstrasse 1, tel.  
+41/052/212 25 45, www.barnabas-
winti.ch. Closed Sunday and Monday. 
Open Tuesday-Saturday from 6 to 11pm.
 Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Bloom 
Situated in the Park Hotel, this is a 

sunny, spacious restaurant with a lovely 
outdoor dining area in the park in warm 
seasons. There is both Swiss and interna-
tional cuisine and a fine wine list. Prices 
are from CHF 20 to 45.       
Rating: Quality 16/20 Value 15/20

La Couronne & Restaurant Pearl
The Restaurant Pearl at the Sorrell 

Hotel Krone has a 15 out of 20-point 
Gault Millau rating and offers painstak-
ingly prepared Mediterranean and Asian 
specialties accompanied by premium 
European wines. In the La Couronne Bis-
tro, specialties include Wiener Schnitzel, 
a spicy beef tartar and a Krone-burger of 
ground beef, fresh tomato and cucumber. 
Lunches that have a starter as well as a 
main course are CHF 22; a la carte din-
ners begin at CHF 25.
Contact: Restaurant Pearl and La 
Couronne, Marktgasse 49, Pearl tel.  
+41/052/208  18 18, La Couronne, tel. 
+41/052/293 18 18, www.kronewin-
terthur.ch. Open Mon.-Sat. noon to 2pm 
and 6pm-12am, closed Sunday. 
Rating: Quality 17/20 Value 16/20

Speiserestaurant zur Sonne
Hearty Swiss fare in a gemutlich 

restaurant in a 16th-century 
Marktgasse building. Bernese 
Rösti with onions, garlic, ham 
and roasted pork fat is a favorite, along 
with minced veal and Rösti, fondue and 
raclette of boiled potatoes dipped in 
melted white Bagnes cheese. Prices start 
at CHF 18 to 20.
Contact: Speiserestaurant zur Sonne, 
Marktgasse 1�15, tel.  +41/05�/�1� 00 
50, www.zur-sonne.ch. Open Monday 
through Sunday from 11am to 2:30pm 
and from 5pm to 12am
Rating: Quality 15/20 Value 15/20

Strauss Restaurant, Vineria
There is dining both in the elegant 

Ambiance Restaurant and in the bistro. 
Specialties include Chalbas-Geschnetzletes 

Züricher-art/chopped veal in cream 
sauce with mushrooms and Rösti or, in 
season, rack of young wild boar with red 
cabbage and sweet potato dumplings, 
Vegetarian meals start at CHF 28; main 
courses with meat at CHF 31.
Contact: Strauss Restaurant, Vineria, 
Stadthausstrasse 8,  +41/052/212 29 70, 
www.strauss-winterthur.ch. Open 
Monday through Sunday, 10am to 12am, 
Friday and Saturday until 1am
Rating: Quality 17/20 Value 16/20

Café Wollenweider
When coffee and cake, tasty hot 

chocolate, a butter pretzel or a cherry 
tart are all you want, you have a choice 
of sampling them in either of two Wol-
lenweider cafes, depending on where 
in town you are. Both are open Monday 
through Saturday from 7am to 7pm, and 
on Sunday the café on Stadthausstrasse 
is open 9am to 6pm  
Contact: Café Wollenweider, Stadthaus-
trasse �0, tel.  +41/05�/�1� 6� 67, Markt-
gasse 18, tel.  +41/052/212 62 48.
Rating: Quality 18/20 Value 15/20

Tea & Room Teekult
Want afternoon tea on a cold day? 

You will find tea of all nations, along 
with scones and jam, homemade cakes, 
soups and salads in this 400-year-old 
house turned tearoom. Packaged teas and 
exquisite tea cups and pots are also on 
sale. Open Tuesday through Friday from 
9am to 6:30pm and Saturday from 9am to 
5pm. Closed Sunday and Monday.
Contact: Tea & Room Teekult, Steinberg-
gasse 21, tel.  +41/052/212 20 47, www.
teekult.ch.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 2

found for around $100 double or less; 
hotels like the Gasthof Gröbenhof 
(www.groebenhof.com) in the Stubai 
Valley near Innsbruck, where double 
rooms are €6� and the food has attracted 
the attention of Michelin. The same is 
true at the charming 11-room Zum Reb-
stock (www.rebstock-waldulm.de) in 
Kappelrodeck-Waldulm �0 miles south 
Baden-Baden where doubles start at €77. 

In Switzerland, you might find a pri-
vate residence with a couple of rooms to 
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rent, or perhaps a hostel, for $100 double, 
but even in tiny Swiss towns, the prices 
will be almost double their counterparts 
in Austria and Germany. An example 
is the 15-room Auberge de la Réunion 
(www.auberge-coinsins.ch) in Coin-
sins about 20 miles northeast of Geneva. 
It’s restaurant is noted by Michelin for 
serving meals for less than CHF 20 and a 
double room with bath starts at CHF 170, 
a good deal for Switzerland. 

Put hostels in the “downshift a 
category or two” advice column, and 
remember they are not just for youth. 
At River Lodge Interlaken (www.
riverlodge.ch) a private room for two 
persons rents for CHF 93 per night. One 
of the best youth hostels we’ve seen is 
Locarno’s Ostello Palagiovani (www.
youthhostel.ch/locarno). Its double 
rooms are CHF 86-130. In Vienna, Hostel 
Ruthensteiner offers double rooms with 
toilet and shower for €5�. A double with 
private bath in Munich’s Wombat’s The 
City Hostel (www.wombats-hostels.
com), a two-time winner of “Cleanest 
Hostel Worldwide,” costs €76 with free 
WiFi, a welcome drink, and breakfast. 

As we mentioned last month, the 
chains such as Mercure, Marriott, Hil-
ton, Intercontinental frequently sell off 
un-booked rooms via our search engine 
at Gemut.com and through the so-called 
“opaque” sites (“opaque” because you 
don’t know the hotel you’re getting until 
you’ve made a credit card commitment), 
Priceline and Hotwire. At Biddingfor-
Travel.com, where travelers share details 
of successful bids made on Priceline, I 
noticed a June booking for the Renais-
sance Munich for $74, and a September 
booking at the Mercure Berlin Tempel-
hof for $110.

For June travel, Gemut.com’s hotel 
search engine showed these discounted 
rates: €8� per night at the three-star 
Altstadt Hotel Hofwirt in Salzburg; €9� 
at the Holiday Inn Munich; €109 at the 
Gemütlichkeit-recommended Carlton Op-
era in Vienna; €104 at Hamburg’s Hotel 
Terminus am Hauptbahnhof. 

Here are additional avenues for find-
ing inexpensive accommodations. For 
Germany and Switzerland, the Michelin 
Hotels & Restaurants Guides (formerly 
called Red Guides) highlight “Bib Ho-
tels” (Bibendum, the “Michelin Man”), 

Berlin Briefing: The City Looks West Again
The KuDamm Turns 125:  Since Berlin’s unification the tourism focus has been 

on the massive construction and re-birth of the city’s eastern sectors. This year, 
however, attention turns back to the west as Berlin’s number one shopping street, 
Kurfürstendamm celebrates its 125th birthday. In 1542 it was no more than a riding 
path connecting Berlin’s palace with a hunting castle in the Grunewald forest. The 
now-famous boulevard’s official birth was 1886 when the steam streetcar line Zoo 
Grunewald began operation. The street was paved for the first time that same year. 
During the cold war, of course, the KuDamm was an exciting, swank, beacon of 
capitalism surrounded by the now defunct East Germany. 

The anniversary kicks-off May 5 with the opening of the outdoor exhibition, 
“125 years – 125 Stories.” On May 28-29, some 1,200 vintage cars will cruise the 
boulevard, with more events to follow throughout the year.  http://www.ku-
damm2011.de/index_en.html

Dining: Ground zero for western Berlin’s burgeoning restaurant scene are 
Fasanenstrasse and Ludwigkirchplatz. Classic German dishes such as blood sau-
sage and stuffed pig’s stomach are among the staples at Esswein www.esswein-
berlin.de on Fasenenstrasse. A central, open grill and top quality meat are attention 
grabbers at Universum Grill on Lehniner Platz. Next door is the futuristic Uni-
versum Bar www.universumlounge.com in the Eric Mendelsohn-designed 1920s 
Schaubühne theater. At Dahlmann Strasse 22, Restaurant Weger www.restau-
rant-wegner.de serves more refined cuisine in its small, minimalist dining room 

New Luxury Hotel: Later this year, the newly constructed Waldorf Astoria 
Berlin will open near the Zoo Station in western Berlin very near the KuDamm. 
The �1-floor luxury hotel will offer �4� guestrooms plus the usual five-star well-
ness-spa-restaurant-bar amenities. www.waldorfastoria.com

Galleries Go West: The Charlottenberg district is attracting some of the city’s 
creative talent that had been located in trendy eastern Berlin neighborhoods. More 
than 30 galleries have relocated to the Mommenstrasse, Kurfürstendamm and Fasa-
nenstrasse area, making it a center for the city’s gallery scene. Newcomers include 
Susanne Albrecht’s gallery for alternative works www.galeriesusannealbrecht.de, 
and Galerie Buchholz, which recently featured Isa Genzken and Wolfgang Till-
mans www.galeriebuchholz.de.

More edgy is Freies Museum Berlin on Potsdamer Strasse, a collection of stu-
dios, archives, and exhibition space located in a 19th century factory, and founded 
in 2009 by a group of artists. www.freies-museum.com

Shopping & Design: While the west’s anchor shopping emporium is the great 
department store, KaDeWe (Kaufhaus Des Westens/Department Store of the 
West), 645,000 square feet on eight floors, KuDamm side streets have attracted a 
number of up-and-coming young designers including Nana Kuckuck, Anna von 
Griesheim, and Daniel Rodan. Mareen Weden’s “Mareen Mo” label is located 
on Fasanenstrasse and the Brit-style men’s store, “Chelsea Farmers Club” www.
chelseafarmersclub.de is on Bleibtreustrasse. Green and environmentally-friendly 
fashion is the concept at “de la Reh” at Nürnberger Strasse 23, www.delareh.de.

“establishments offering a good level of 
comfort and service” with most rooms 
priced up to €90 for Germany and CHF 
180 for Switzerland. It’s Michelin’s way 
of saying, “here is the cream of the crop 
of inexpensive hotels.” This feature alone 
makes the guides worth the price. (By 
the way, Michelin has a number of smart-
phone apps, including a free hotel app. 
On my iPhone I found 162 Berlin hotels 
offering double rooms for less than 

US$100 on a three-night stay.)
Another excellent source for inex-

pensive hotels, hostels, B & Bs, board-
ing houses, and holiday flats is online 
tourist office websites. For example, at 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen’s site (www.
gapa.de) I searched the B&B category for 
a three-night stay in April and came up 
with 37 accommodations ranging in price 
from €�0 to €70, with most in the €50 to 
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nich breakfast eaten by generations of 
men. Every once in a while sitting in the 
Café, you may see one of the older Stam-
mgäste (regulars) in the act of zuzeln—
picking up the Weisswurst, biting into its 
end and sucking the finely ground veal 
out of the casing. In the end, the eater is 
left holding a limp, rather forlorn-look-
ing sausage skin, which could be consid-
ered inelegant by those not in the know. 
I prefer a slightly more prosaic approach 
to the Weisswurst: I cut a shallow, straight 
line from north to south, peel the skin off 
with my knife and fork, slice a bite-sized 
morsel and then drag it through the 
sweet mustard before I eat it in the usual 
manner of sausage consumption. 

The sausages arrive at the table in 
pairs submerged in steaming hot water 
(you could order just one, but why?). 
Although Weissbier is the best accompa-
niment, at the risk of losing my Bavarian 
credentials I can also recommend an 
alcohol-free alternative, Rhabarberschorle, 
a combination of tart rhubarb juice and 
sparkling water. Apple, quince or elder-

flower Schorles are also available and any 
one of these would make a refreshing 
afternoon drink. Of course, Sekt, a spar-
kling wine, is available as is a variety of 
coffee drinks, wines, and beer. The menu 
is limited, but offers a few choices daily 
(most recently it was chestnut soup and 
chili con carne) made primarily from 
local ingredients and all carefully pre-
pared.
Info: Café Nymphenburg Sekt, tel. 
+49/089/2323 9660, lunches and light 
meals €7 – 1�, open Monday-Saturday, 
8:30am to 8pm
Public transport: Marienplatz, S Bahn, 
U3 and U6

Schmalznudel (Café Frischhut)
If you’re looking for a coffee break 

or temptation, either (or both) is waiting 
not much more than a half block from 
Café Nymphenburg Sekt. Schmalznudel, 
(formally and infrequently called Café 
Frischhut) has long provided an early-
morning haven for workers from the Vik-
tualienmarkt. Big  steaming cups of cof-
fee and tea along with freshly prepared 
doughnuts (called Schmalznudel which 
means ‘fat noodle’) provide sustenance 
on cold mornings—and throughout the 
day as well. 

To the right of the entrance, you can 
watch the doughnuts being fried on 
the spot. A baker grabs a small round 
of dough, quickly shapes it, and tosses 
it into a deep pan of bubbling oil. The 
center of the Schmalznudel puffs up into 
a bubble but stops just short of bursting 
and within minutes, the pastry emerges 
crisp and golden from its bath. 

To sample the offerings, find a table 
in one of the small rooms either upstairs 
or downstairs. Choose from three kinds 
of just-out-of-the-pan doughnuts: the 
Schmalznudel (a saucer-sized disc of light-
ness, delicately thin at its center and sat-
isfyingly thick at its outer edge); Streizel 
(a long, rectangular shape); or Krapfen 
(jelly doughnuts). For those trying to 
watch waistlines, the Rohrnudel provides 
a slightly more sensible alternative. An 
egg-rich, coffee cake dough is filled with 
a Zwetschgen (Damson plum) and topped 
with sugar before it’s baked to a caramel-
ized, crunchy brown. 

Like most German pastries, Schmalz-
nudel’s offerings are not very sweet, but 

TAkING A lOAD Off
Continued from page 1

€60 range. When I limited the search to 
accommodations priced at no more than 
€50, I was shown �9 possibilities. 

At Salzburg’s tourism website 
(www.salzburg.info) a search for 
double rooms priced €80 or less yielded 
22 accommodations, including the 
Gemütlichkeit-recommended, Gasthof 
Auerhahn (www.auerhahn-salzburg.
at) at €78.

There are far fewer inexpensive ho-
tels in Switzerland than in Germany and 
Austria, but they do exist and the best 
places to find them are via local tour-
ist office websites. For example, at the 
Chateau d’Oex tourist office site (www.
chateau-doex.ch), Hotel Le Vieux Chalet 
(www.vieuxchalet.ch) prices start at CHF 
80 for a double room with breakfast.

Cutting Food Costs
The best way to lower food costs is to 

cook it yourself. That’s the main reason 
a vacation rental is potentially so much 
less expensive than staying in a hotel. Of 
course, that means limiting travel to one 
or two central locations as headquarters 
for day-trips. But even for those who 
can’t forgo the hotel-to-hotel mode of 
travel, it’s easy to scale back food/res-
taurant expenses and still dine well. 

One reliable way to find good and 
cheap food is to seek local advice. It 
was a Berlin hotelier who guided me to 
Rogacki, the great stand-up bar, where 
the very freshest seafood is cooked, 
then plated before your eyes and sold 
at half the price of a regular sit-down 
restaurant. That same hotelier showed 
me more amazing quality for the price 
at Klemke, on Mommenstrasse, a 
neighborhood wine bar/lunch-only 
restaurant that serves hearty, home-
style dishes at indoor and outdoor 
stand-up tables graced with fresh 
flowers. Main dishes of meat, pota-
toes or rice, and salad are in the €6 
range. A generous glass of Pinot Gri-
gio is less than €3. 

For fine dining, Michelin’s Bib 
Gourmand restaurants seldom fail 
to deliver top cuisine at prices well 
below their more posh, starred estab-
lishments

Another strategy is to stay out of 
restaurants one or two days a week. Our 
three countries are full of shops that sell 

excellent, already-prepared meals for 
take-out. One subscriber says that at 
Vienna’s Julius Meinl food store on the 
Graben, he and his wife purchase “to 
go” meals which they consume, with an 
inexpensive bottle of store-bought wine, 
in their hotel room. 

There’s no doubt that travel to 
Europe in 2011 is going to be more 
expensive than it has been for the past 
few years, but the careful shopper who 
knows where to look, what to look for, 
and doesn’t mind a few travel-style al-
terations, may ultimately pay less than 
last year. — RHB 

(Final Note: On page two of each issue 
is the code that allows current subscribers to 
access back issues from 1993 through 2009. 
To make access easier, only a password is 
now required instead of both a user name 
and password. This universal password is 
used by all subscribers and changes with 
each issue. Also note that the current issue 
is now posted on the back issue page at our 
website. To access the page, go to Gemut.
com then click the “Log-in” link near the 
bottom of the left column under the heading 
GEMÜTLICHKEIT BACK ISSUES.)
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We recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular desti-
nation cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels 
and links to hotel websites is in the “hotels” pages at www.
gemut.com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
hotel art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
hotel Domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

Lucerne
hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
hotel adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

rothenburg ob der tauber
reichs-Küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. 
Tauber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 
09,  hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
hotel hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

salzburg & environs
schloss haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
hotel struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
hotel römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
steigenberger esprix hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich airport
Daniel’s hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, D-
85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-daniels.
de, www.hotel-daniels.de
hotel hoyacker hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
Mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

any necessary adjustment can be made 
from the sugar bowl on the table. 
Many customers come frequently and 
chat among themselves or read the 
daily news. On one memorable morn-
ing, two women took a table next to 
mine, whipped out a tablecloth and 
flowers, and surprised a newly-arrived 
friend with an impromptu birthday 
party. I wouldn’t mind that kind of 
surprise myself.
Info: Schmalznudel, Praelat-Zistl-Strasse 
8,  tel. +49/089/268 237, coffee and a 
doughnut €5 – 7, open Monday–Satur-
day, 7am- 6 pm
Public transport: Marienplatz, S Bahn, 
U3 and U6

Pfälzer Weinstube
About a 15 minute walk to the 

north (longer if you succumb along the 
way to temptation and press your nose 
against the windows at Beck’s depart-
ment store and the Dallmayr food 
shop), is Pfälzer Weinstube. This wine 
hall opened in 1950 at Munich’s most 
impressive address: the former resi-
dence of Kurfürst Maxmillian I, and 
later the guard rooms for the Bavarian 
royal family. 

Long wooden communal tables 
fill a large hall made even more at-
mospheric by the vaulted ceilings 
high overhead. Brass chandeliers, 
a tiled floor of Bavarian limestone 
and Verona red marble and lots of 
wrought iron grillwork provide a 
perfect setting for sampling a wide 
variety of wines from the Pfalz, one 
of Germany’s major wine producing 
regions. Resting in the cellars below 
are 70,000 bottles of wine, ready for 
the many customers who return 
again and again to toast the bounty 
of Bacchus. If all the tables are oc-
cupied, but a few chairs remain 
free, don’t hesitate to ask if you can 
sit down. This is quite acceptable 
in Munich and can often lead to an 
enjoyable conversation.

During the summer months, you 
can while away some pleasant time 
at tables in the courtyard. Sundays at 
midday you can catch a jazz or folk 
music group. A wine festival occurs 
during the first full week of August 
and guests can wander from booth 

to booth, sampling a variety of wines 
before committing to a full glass. 

The rest of the year, wines are 
available by the bottle or by the 
glass. A 10th of a liter is an exceed-
ingly sensible portion, though a 
quarter-liter is a more reasonable 
size that allows time for contempla-
tion and reflection on the scenery. 
The choices include a range of white 
and red wines from the Pfalz and all 
are classifield Qualitätswein or Prädi-
katwein—good wines that you’ll be 
happy to get to know.

While wine is the primary focus, 
the menu offers a good selection 
of light meals, including favorite 
specialties of the Pfalz. Soups are 
always good, but the cheese selec-
tions include unusual choices not 
so familiar to Americans such as the 
Handkäse and Spundekaes. 

Handkäse takes its name from its 
production method—this smelly 
cheese is shaped by hand. It’s served 
with caraway seeds, oil and vinegar, 
which improve the flavor. Spundekaes 
is a version of the ubiquitous Ba-
varian Obatzda, a creamy mixture 
of cheeses and seasonings which is 
thickly spread on a chewy slab of 
sourdough rye. 

Daily specials rotate through the 
week and the standing menu offers 
hearty selections of Flammkuchen 
(a thinly-rolled round of dough, 
topped with sour cream, bacon and 
onions, and baked to a crisp perfec-
tion), a variety of sausages and ex-
tremely hearty meat dishes and even 
a fish dish or two.  
Info: Pfälzer Weinstube, Residen-
zstrasse 1, tel. +49/089/225 628, 
www.munich-info.de/restaurants/
pfaelzer-weinstube/welcome_
de.html, wines, light meals and din-
ners €4-15. 
Public transport: Odeonsplatz, U3, 
U6 and U4 and U5 (The nearest S-
Bahn is at Marienplatz)

By the time you work your way 
through tasting the foods on hand at 
any of these refuges for the foot-sore, 
you will be ready to explore even 
more of Munich’s sites and work up 
a hunger for your next meal.
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