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ig, stylish and prosperous, 
northern Germany’s dominant 
city has a proud, influential 

Hanseatic League seafaring heritage. 
Its ideal port location, at midpoint 

between Baltic and North Sea shipping 
lanes—on the Elbe River 68 miles inland 
—has played a major role in this huge 
city’s tumultuous history, wealth and 
cultural eminence. Early on, Hamburg 
thrived as the hub of the 13th-17th-

century Hanseatic 
League, with mer-

cantile partnerships extending through-
out northern Europe and southern Great 
Britain. Now, like Berlin and Bremen-
Bremerhaven, it’s a full-fledged German 
federal city-state, proudly designated as 
Frei und Hansestadt Hamburg since 1949. 
Two locally headquartered multimedia 
publishing companies do their part 
in keeping the metropolitan economy 

humming: Gruner & Jahr (Stern, GEO, 
Brigitte, Schöner Wohnen) and Alex 
Springer AG (Bild, Die Welt, Musik Ex-
press). Also printed here: mass-circula-
tion Der Spiegel newsmagazine (sign-up 
for the free, electronic English version 
at www.spiegel.de/international). 
Thirty thousand students are enrolled 
at Rotherbaum’s Hamburg University, 
established in 1919. 

Sights
For terrific panoramic views of 

Hamburg’s broad cityscape, head to 
north-side Langerstrasse, where the 
Fernsehturm TV tower has stood tall 
since 1968. A window-walled observa-
tion deck and revolving restaurant are 
at 128-meter/420-ft. altitude. At Eng-
lische Planke 1, a bit west of the Alster 
canals, Baroque St. Michaelis (the 
“Michel,” consecrated in 1786) crouches 

by Tom Bross 

by Margie Gibson 

or Americans prone to breeze 
through the Chiemsee in a day, 
this mountain lake is known as 
the site of King Ludwig II’s Her-

renchiemsee. Period. For Münchners, 
though, the region is a splendid retreat, 
the place to spend idyllic days enjoying 

nature, hoisting a liter 
of local beer to keep 

the elbow muscles in shape, and devour-
ing platters of fish fresh from the lake. 
So take a hint from the locals and spend 
a few days discovering this region that 
offers so much more than the obvious 
attraction of Herrenchiemsee Palace. 

Prien, a pleasant town on the lake, 
with frequent train connections to Mu-
nich, is the best place to begin. Before 
heading to the lake, though, catch the 
narrow-gauge train that runs on a track 
adjacent to the train station’s main rail 
lines. Get off three kilometers south of 

Prien at Urschalling to visit the church 
of St. Jakobus (St. James in English). 
Now a tiny farming community with a 
few houses, a Gasthaus, and a church, 
in the Middle Ages Urschalling was 
a way station on the pilgrimage route 
to Campostela di Santiago, the shrine 
on Spain’s coast that held the relics of 
St James. St. Jakobus is the remnant 
of a 12th Century fortress built by the 
Count of Falkenstein, a member of one 
of the most powerful medieval Bavar-
ian families.

From the outside, the building, 
crowned by an onion dome atop an 
elegant steeple, appears to be a typical 
village church. Inside, however, the 

A Ramblin’, Scramblin’ Man
OK, let me smooth out the notes on 

these napkins and backs of envelopes, 
throw in a few emails, and see if we can 
fill the space this month.

• Our April issue contained an item 
about the popular Heidelberg student 
pub, Zum Seppl. Subscriber Mary 
Plautz, who was just there, updates us 
as follows: “Zum Seppl is closed and 
doesn’t show any signs of life. Suppos-
edly they are undergoing renovations, 
but we didn’t see any work being 
done.” That’s not a good sign but it’s 
hard to imagine the citizens of Heidel-
berg allowing such an historic space to 
become a cell phone store or a Chinese 
restaurant.

• We’ve talked a lot about ques-
tionable fees by European car rental 
companies. Here’s a better story. Last 
winter in Baden-Baden a customer was 
charged $150 for winter tires she didn’t 
order and are not required by law (only 
in “wintry conditions”). Given the “it’s 
the only car we have” story, she felt she 
had no choice but to sign a contract that 
included the charge. Last month, how-
ever, she returned to Baden-Baden and 
the Avis office. Amazingly, a woman on 
duty there remembered her and agreed 
the charge was improper. The money 
was refunded on the spot. The lesson is 
not that you have to return to Europe to 
get your money back but rather to never 
leave the rental counter until all options 
have been exhausted. In this case the 
issue probably could have been resolved 
had she called the 24/7 toll-free help 
number on her car rental voucher.  

• By now you know that business 
class fares to Europe this summer are 
as low as $1500 from the east coast and 
$2300 from out west, not including fuel 
charges and taxes, of course, which 
will exceed $700. Still a good deal. Call 
Laura at 800-521-6722x2. 

• If you’re planning to use frequent 
flyer miles for business or first class 
to Europe, in addition to coughing up 

http://www.spiegel.de/international
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the citation or not. Here’s how reader Ed 
Raether handled his ticket.

 “Last April I got a ticket on a front-
age road near Nürnberg. I recalled 
seeing “blitz” (German term for traffic 
camera) flash and then saw the €50 Avis 
administrative charge on my Visa card. 
Then came an email from  a woman in a 
government office near Berlin. I sent an 
apologetic email back, telling her I was 
sorry for speeding, and that I came to 
Germany often, and would she forgive 
my ticket? To my surprise, she sent me 
a very friendly reply and forgave the 
ticket. End of problem.” 

• Delta just announced a substantial 
decrease in the number of flights to Eu-
rope this fall. That’s sure to keep fares 
high.

• We’ve often recommended Capi-
tal One as a credit card that collects no 
fees for overseas transactions. Longtime 
reader, Bill Sheehy dissents: “I know 
you always include Capital One as a 
preferred card. I hate them. They have 
screwed up my account on several occa-
sions. While in Europe (even after notify-
ing them of my locations) they blocked 
me from using ATMs. Customer service 
is NOT available 24/7 and when you do 
get them on the phone, they are terrible 
and ill-informed. I switched to Schwab 
and they do not charge fees anywhere, 
give great rates and are sharp. I couldn’t 
get rid of Cap One fast enough. Did I 
mention I HATE ‘EM?”

• The Trier Tourist Office suggests 
a ride bike to Bernkastle-Kues along the 
Mosel Cycling Trail (about 30 miles) 

100,000-plus of those hard earned miles, 
you may also be slapped with fees of up 
to $900 per ticket. Matthew “Mr. Up-
grade” Bennett, publisher of First Class 
Flyer, says we can avoid most of those 
fees by booking a foreign carrier through 
a U.S. carrier’s mileage program. His 
example uses Delta SkyMiles to book a 
business class award ticket on KLM. The 
fees are $65 vs. $674 if booked with KLM 
using Flying Blue miles. Book business 
class on Lufthansa using United Mile-
age Plus and the fee is $137 rather than 
over $700 if booked through Lufthansa’s 
Miles & More program. Another pos-
sibility is to fly to cities in Europe which 
impose lower fees on award travel. 
Among the city pairs Bennett cites are: 
Atlanta-Rome, Chicago-Madrid, New 
York-Amsterdam, Washington-Zürich 
and Atlanta-Paris. 

If you are constantly looking for 
the best business and first class deals, 
Bennett’s monthly newsletter is probably 
worth the $197. Call 888-980-9922 or visit 
www.firstclassflyer.com.    

• Another reader, Roberta Gendron, 
gives the highest possible praise to the 
new Uniworld “Treasures of Prague, the 
Rhine & Main” cruise, reporting that 
she and her husband were “treated like 
kings and queens.” 

• The volume of correspondence from 
travelers receiving traffic tickets by mail 
following a European trip has increased 
exponentially in the last three years. Most 
want to know whether they should pay 

and then a return by riverboat (about 4.5 
hours). More info at www.kolb-mosel.
com/en

• A friend who visited London a few 
years ago when it took more than two 
dollars to buy one British pound, called 
the town “breathtakingly” expensive. 
Sorry to say, Switzerland seems to be 
in that category these days with the 
franc soaring to almost $1.20. A double 
room at a simple two-star hotel, such 
as the Hardermanli in Interlaken, costs 
nearly $200 per night. Down the street 
at the Victoria Jungfrau, a double room 
with breakfast is just under $1,000 per 
night. But the category of hotel we’ve 
recommend over and over these past 25 
years is three-stars, family-owned. One 
that springs immediately to mind is the 
Hotel Appenzell in Appenzell; down 
to earth, clean, comfortable, a warm 
welcome, solid family service, not luxu-
rious. This summer a double room there 
costs $264 per night. Ouch. 

Four-tenths of a liter of beer (less 

The Switzerland - 
Heartland Untour Includes:

One or two weeks in a 
private apartment or chalet, 
each with a fully equipped 
kitchen, often with spec-
tacular views of the lakes 

http://www.gemut.com/see-back-issues.html
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beneath its 132-meter/433-ft.-high cop-
per-clad spire, outfitted with one of Ger-
many’s biggest clocks. In this Protestant 
church’s colonnaded sacristy, the altar is 
topped by a gilded sunburst. Reach the 
viewing platform by climbing 449 steps 
(or ascend by elevator) for panoramics 
from a different angle.

A neo-Renaissance attention-get-
ter completed in 1897, the 647-room 
Rathaus does double duty as Hamburg’s 
city hall and the city-state’s parliamen-
tary and 10-member senate chambers. Its 
tower looms 112 meters/367-ft. above a 
pleasant Rathausmarkt courtyard.

During what became known as the 
11-day Battle of Hamburg in summer-
time 1943, Allied bomber-navigators 
targeted Luftwaffe aircraft assembly 
plants, oil refineries, the harbor’s U-boat 
submarine pens and Blohm & Voss ship-
yards. During July’s Operation Gomor-
rah, incendiary bombs ignited one of 
World War II’s earliest firestorms, scorch-
ing 60% of urban territory. In north-side 
Ohlsdorf cemetery, memorials mark 
38,000 victims’ gravesites. 

Vegetation
Dismantling the medieval city walls 

left ample open space for a heart-of-
Hamburg greenbelt which includes—
since 1930—public parkland and botani-
cal gardens called Planten un Blomen. 
With its 116-acre expanse, wintertime’s 
frozen pond becomes the world’s largest 
ice-skating rink; summer concerts in the 
music pavilion. Nightly free-admittance 
to half-hour sound-and-light shows are 
major May-September attractions, when 
multiple colors bathe the park’s foun-
tains. 

Urban Lakes
To power a water mill on his prop-

erty, an enterprising farmer dammed a 
piddly tributary of the Elbe in 1190. His 
endeavor flood-filled two artificial lakes, 
now separated by midcity Hamburg’s 
Kennedy and Lombard road-and-rail 
causeways: the (lower) Binnenalster and 
much larger (outer) Aussenalster, which 
is encircled by seven km/4.35 miles of 
pathways passing gardens, picnic nooks, 
villa estates and sailboat marinas. Ferry-
boats crisscross the Aussenalster, taking 

Population: 1,783,975
Elevation: 3 meters (9.84 feet)
Visitor information: Hamburg Touris-
mus, Steinstrasse 7, Hamburg 20095, tel. 
+49/40/3005/1122, info@hamburg-touris-
mus.de, www.hamburg-tourismus.de

Driving distances:
Four intersecting Autobahn highways 
bring motorists into the metro area from 
all directions within Germany.  

Berlin               254 km/158 miles
Frankfurt          392 km/224 miles
München          611 km/379 miles
Stuttgart            553 km/352 miles
Düsseldorf        340 km/211 miles
Leipzig            296 km/184 miles
Bremen         95 km/59 miles
Lübeck         52 km/36 miles 
Vienna        744 km/462 miles

Rail Connections:  Traveling on frequent 
daily schedules, trains from throughout 
Europe have chugged into the main rail 
station, close to the Alster lakes, since 
1906; the continent’s second-busiest sta-
tion after Gare du Nord in Paris. Get there 
quickest via DB German Rail’s high-speed 
InterCity Express (ICE). Ninety minutes 
from Berlin via ICE; about three and half 
hours from Frankfurt and from Munich 
in just under six hours. Also on the DB 
network: west-side Altona and north-side 
Dammtor Bahnhof stations.   
Air Service: Operational since 1911, 
Hamburg Fuhlsbüttel (HAM), eight 
km/five miles north of downtown, ranks 
as Germany’s fifth-busiest airport. Get 
there in 30 minutes via S-Bahn public-rail 
transit from the Haupbahnhof, or by HVV 
airport-express bus. Numerous inbound 
flights from the U.S. via Frankfurt con-
nection, but Continental Airlines offers 
a schedule of direct nonstop flights from 
Newark EWR.
Hometown Heroes: Composers Felix 
Mendelssohn (1809) and Johannes Brahms 
(1833), fashion designer Karl Lager-
feld (1933), former Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt (1918), current Chancellor Angela 
Merkel (1954)
Key Dates in Hamburg History:
• 808-Fortress established by Char-
lemagne
• 834-Designated a bishopric
• 1188-Chartered as a new town
• 1189-Friedrich I Barbarossa makes Hamburg 

a customs-free port; special traffic rights
• 1558-World’s first stock exchange
• 1619-Hamburg’s first bank
• 1698-Germany’s first state opera company
• 1815-66-Independent state in the German 
Confederation
• 1856-First transatlantic HAPAG steam-
ship voyage, Hamburg-New York 
• 1934-45-Third Reich governmenal Gau, 
• 1949-Becomes German federal state
Events: 
Hamburger Dom, gigantic, very popular 
funfair and carnival on Heiligeistfeld 
parkland, month-long in spring, summer 
and winter, typically attracting 10 million 
partygoers. 
Alstervergnügen (Alster Enjoyment), 
street fair with food stands amid the two 
lakes, evening fireworks; 500 rock-and-pop 
musicans perform on four stages. First 
weekend each September.
Port Birthday Festival, five days in early 
May, focused on the big city’s 800-year-old 
harbor.
Elbe Jazz Festival, citywide venues, last 
weekend every May.
Cherry Blossom Festival, since 1968, spon-
sored by 400 Japanese organizations in 
Hamburg; parks alongside the Aussenal-
ster, mid-May.
Hamburg Ballet Festival, critically praised 
choreography directed by Milwaukee im-
pressario John Neumeier. At the Hamburg 
State Opera,  June 26-July 10.  
International Summer Festival, dance, 
concerts, movies in Kampnagal, once a 
factory, now a theater, situated on Jar-
resstrasse in north-side Hamburg’s hip 
Winterhude borough,  Aug. 12-27.              
Reeperbahn Festival, pop music, street 
artists, movies in St. Pauli’s hippest dis-
trict, Sept. 22-24.                             
Hamburg Theaternacht, performances on 
40 citywide stages, Sept. 10-11.
Filmfest Hamburg, for movie fans in vari-
ous cinemas, Sept. 28-Oct. 8. 
Hamburg Cruise Days, ships from world-
wide ports converge on the Elbe, tooting 
their  horns and raising their countries’ 
flags, Aug. 17-17, 2012. 
Christmas Markets, brightening seven in-
ner-city venues, Nov. 21 through December

Hamburg basics

mailto:info@hamburg-tourismus.de
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Key Websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, 
all  at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use 
discount code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/en 
German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Germa-
ny’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

passengers to the left bank’s high-class 
Rotherbaum and Pöseldorf neighbor-
hoods. 

Parallel transit canals connect the 
lakes with one of continental Europe’s 
highest-volume harbors, ranked third 
after Antwerp’s and Rotterdam’s—de-
spite being situated on the river, 110 km 
inland from the North Sea. Two museum 
ships are anchored here: Rickmer Rick-
mers, a three-masted 19th-century East 
Indies windjammer, and 1961’s Cap San 
Diego cargo ship. Also afloat: a flam-
ing-red English Feuerschiff, converted 
into a bar and café. Those with German 
ancestral roots can trace geneologies at 
the Ballinstadt Emigration Museum, on 
mid-harbor Vedell Island.

Built on timber-pile foundations 
between 1883-1927, mile-long rows of 
neo-Gothic brick Speicherstadt ware-
houses stored and inventoried imported 
shipments of coffee and tea, fruits and 
flowers, carpets and spices. Since con-
verted to offices and apartment lofts, 
these imposing HafenCity landmarks 
sport pinnacles and glazed terra-cotta 
trimmings. Here, too, are Hamburg’s 
International Maritime Museum and a 
small but fascinating Customs Museum, 

entrance to which is free.
In noisy commotion from dawn 

to mid-afternoon every Sunday since 
1703, Altona Fischmarkt stalls display 
fresh-caught fish (of course) plus house-
hold items, offbeat knickknacks and 
souvenirs—along with produce, spices, 
imported coffee and tea, potted plants, 
cheap clothing, caged birds, even cute 
pets-for-sale. Oompah bands entertain 
the bargain-hunters. A mighty presence, 
considering its granite bulk and height 
(35 meters/115 ft.), in St. Pauli’s Alter 
Elbpark, the 1906 Bismarck monument 
honors the unified German Confedera-
tion’s “Iron Chancellor” and prime min-
ister, in office from 1871 to 1890.

Family-run Tierpark Hagenbeck, 
an attraction since 1907, pioneered the 
concept of keeping its menagerie on 
open grounds protected by moats. The 
zoo’s creature population now numbers 
1,850. It’s in Hamburg’s northwest-side 
Stellingen district, reachable by public 
transportation. 

Great Performances
Composer Johannes Brahms’ home 

town is plenty big-enough for its two 
classical-music ensembles; the Hamburg 
Philharmonic and NDR (North German 
Radio) symphony orchestras. Audiences 
applaud their concerts in the 1908 Laei-
zhalle and the Elbphilharmonie, open-
ing in 2012 on CityHafen’s Kaispeicher 
A, a development of stunning architec-
tural bravado. On the Gänsemarkt, a few 
blocks west of Binnenalster lakefront, 
Hamburg’s distinguished Staatsoper 
originated in 1678. Renowned composer 
Gustav Mahler served as the opera com-
pany’s music director, 1891-97.

Beetlemania
Fame for the Beatles began when the 

“Fab Four” rock group traveled from 
Liverpool to Hamburg for a series of 
appearances in 1960-62. Screaming fans 
packed three nightclubs on St. Paul’s 
Grosse Freiheit (Great Freedom) Street: 
the Star Club (Grosse Freiheit 39), Kai-
serkeller (36) and Indra Club (58).

The Reeperbahn
Carousing sailors gave St. Paul’s 

“Ropemakers’ Way” its wicked reputa-
tion as a neon-lit netherworld of strip 
clubs, sex shops and seedy bars. Here, 

too, for contrast: the quite respectable 
Operettenhaus on Spielbundplatz pre-
miered Andrew Lloyd Webber’s hit mu-
sical Cats in 1980.

Shopping
Prompted by its iffy northern cli-

mate, Hamburg became a European 
forerunner in the development of weath-
erproof glass-canopied Passagen malls, 
now numbering a dozen in the city cen-
ter. First, at Poststrasse near the Rathaus, 
came the trend-setting, 200-yard-long 
Hanse-Viertel in 1976, housing 75 shops 
along with cafés and a downstairs Möv-
enpick fast-food favorite. Over toward 
Binnenalster lakefront, amidst the Jung-
ferstieg avenue’s pricey boutiques and 
specialty shops, the Hamburger Hof 
arcade (sporting neo-Baroque facades) 
attracts bargain-hunters. Purposely 
shaped like the high curved interior of a 
seagoing cruise liner, the inner-city Euro-
pa Einkaufspassage—with 120 stores on 
five levels—has been serving customers 
since 2007. The main railroad station’s 
Wandelhalle shopping center opened a 
decade ago. 

Scenic Suburban Side Trip
Heading downstream from Ham-

burg’s western outskirts, sightseers cross 
the Elbe to reach Altes Land (Old Coun-
try), a rural region known throughout 
northern Europe for its apple- and cher-
ry-tree orchards. They surround a trio 
of charming little close-together  towns: 
Stade, Buxtehude, Jork. 

Greet Arriving Ships
Travel west about 35 minutes by 

automobile along the north shore of the 
Elbe to Wedel and the Schiffsbegrüs-
sungsanlage, a place where all large 
ships heading up Elbe from the sea 
to Hamburg are saluted. As each ship 
passes this point, the flag of its home 
country is raised and its national anthem 
is played over a speaker system. This 
ceremony occurs about 50-60 times each 
day and can be observed from the terrace 
of a restaurant.   

Hamburg Hotels

Grand Elysee
The city’s biggest hotel, with 511 

rooms and 17 suites, is truly five-star 
Grand in every respect throughout its 
six levels. In the prosperous Rotherbaum 

http://www.gemut.com
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Fall airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 

Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for 
mid-summer travel and do not include tax, fees, & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an 
e-mail quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most     

European countries

• Upgrades through 8/31/2011. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 1/24/11, 
subject to change without notice but lock-in at 
booking. Rates based on one-week booking . Rates 
include Value Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd 
party liability ins. but do not include CDW, theft 
insurance, road tax, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $250 $36
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $250 $36
Opel Astra (Auto) $391 $56
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $297 $42
VW Passat  (Auto) $435 $62
Audi A4 $420 $60
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $322 $46
MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $506 $72
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $586  $84
VW Touran  $362 $52
VW Golf Wagon $315 $45
VW Passat Wagon $378 $54
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $464 $66
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $814 $115   
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $465  $66
VW Sharan 7-pass $832 $119
VW Minibus 9-pass $846 $121

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
FOrd Focus $291 $42
VW Golf (Auto) $486 $69
Mercedes B-Class  $375 $54
Peugeot 407 $626 $89
Mercedes C-Class $985 $141
VW Touran (Auto)  $513 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $306 $44
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $468 $67 
Peogeot 807 7-Pass $889 $127

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $288 $41
Opel Astra $304 $43
Ford Focus (Auto) $372 $53
Opel Vectra  $338 $48
Renault scenic (Auto) $483 $69
VW Passat (Auto)  $593 $85
FOrd C-Max  $349 $50
Opel Astra Wagon  $427 $61     
Ford Galaxy Van $612 $87
Mercedes Vito 7-Pass $784 $112

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through August 31, 2011, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for 

$322, including 19% VAT. 

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$489 
Boston ..........................................$410
Chicago .........................................$505
Dallas ............................................$489
Denver ..........................................$715
Los Angeles ..................................$555
Miami ............................................$490 
New York ......................................$400
Orlando .........................................$490
Seattle ..........................................$555
San Francisco ...............................$665
Washington DC ..............................$505
Business Class  ...................$1600 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood    

near many fine shops and small restaurants. 
Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 

Editor's choice.
Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440

Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel	shopping	is	easy	at	www.gemut.
com.	You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34 
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com




get the latest rail Prices at gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $727 $619 $474    
21 consecutive days        $938 $798 $611
1 month                          $1156 $983 $752
2 months                   $1632 $1387 $1061
3 months                  $2012 $1711 $1309
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $859 $730 $559 
days in 2 months   $1127 $958 $733

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $457 $389 $298
6 days in 2 months  $505 $429 $329
8 days in 2 months $597 $508 $389
10 days in 2 months $692 $589 $451
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $511 $435 $333
6 days in 2 months $559 $475 $364
8 days in 2 months $651 $554 $424
10 days in 2 months $745 $633 $485
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $563 $480 $367
6 days in 2 months $611 $520 $398
8 days in 2 months $705 $600 $459
10 days in 2 months $796 $677 $518 
15 days in 2 months   $1009 $858 $656
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $201 $140 $101 $71
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $28 $19 $14 $10

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $255 $217 $167 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 34 $ 29 $ 22

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $398 $328 $326 $280 $280
6 days in 2 months $442 $364 $363 $310 $310
8 days in 2 months $515 $430 $428 $372 $372
10 days in 2 months $593 $496 $495 $431 $431

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $312 (1Cl)   $215 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $35    $30
FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $296 $239 $258 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45  $37 $38 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $252 $206 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 38 $ 31
FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $376 $320 $320 $272 $244
5 days in 2 months $420 $356 $356 $302   $274 
days in 2 months $463 $393 $393 $334 $301
7 days  in 2 months $506 $431 $431 $368 $329
8 days  in 2 months $550 $468 $468 $398 $356
9 days  in 2 months $595 $504 $504 $440 $387
10 days in 2 months $638 $542 $542 $460 $415
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $407 $345 $287
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 45 $40 $32
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $335 $255 $204 $258 $188
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6) $ 25 23 $15 $24 $18

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $407 $350 $350 $299 $301
6 days in 2 months $449 $383 $383 $329 $329
8 days  in 2 months $534 $457 $457 $391 $393
10 days in 2 months $623 $530 $530 $457 $457
GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $428 $322 $322 $261 $261
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $44 $34 $34 $24 $24

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $412 $372 $372 $337 $288
5 days in 2 months $457 $411 $411 $371 $318
6 days in 2 months $500 $450 $450 $399 $352
8 days  in 2 months $585 $528 $528 $460 $412
10 days in 2 months $673 $606 $606 $528 $476
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $434 $371 $306
6 days in 2 months $479 $407 $337
8 days in 2 months $565 $484 $398
10 days in 2 months $654 $558 $460
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $256 $209 $218 $169 $169
Avg Extra Rail Day $31 $24 $26 $20 $20
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $387 $329 $271
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 42  $36 $30

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $405 $270 $344 $229 $305 $203
8 consec. days   $586 $391 $499 $333 $440 $293
15 consec. days  $708 $472 $602 $401 $532  $354
22 consec. days  $816 $544 $694 $462 $612 $408
1 month $899 $599 $764 $509 $675 $449
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $331 $220 $389 $260
4 days in 1 month  $401 $267 $471 $314
5 days in 1 month  $464 $309 $545 $363
6 days in 1 month  $526 $352 $620 $413
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $266 (1-Cl)  $190 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $200 (1-Cl)  $133 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2011
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee.  For 
European timetables go to www.bahn.

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2011
European River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBE
 8 days, Budapest to Passau. From $1999

DANUBE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Vienna to Nürnberg. From $1999

RHINE DISCOVERy
 8 days, Nürnberg to Basel. From $1999

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE
 8 days, Basel to Amsterdam. From $1999

LEGENDARy RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3699

EUROPEAN JEWELS
 15 days, Buapest to Amsterdam. From $4499

EUROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam, From $3799

EASTERN EUROPE ExPLORER
 15 days, Vienna to Bucharest. From $4199

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE
 10 days, Paris to Nürnberg. From $2199

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE
 17 days, Paris to Vienna. From $4199

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERy
 15 days, Basel to Vienna. From $3999

GRAND EUROPEAN SERENADE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From $8499

GRAND EUROPEAN ExPLORER
 29 days, Basel to Bucharest. From $8499

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• Unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• Terry cloth robes
• Satellite TV in cabins
• Fitness Center

For free catalog or to book space phone gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Early Booking
Discounts Still 

Available

Additional

discount      
   

for Gemut

Readers
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borough, situated close to Hamburg’s 
Dammtor Bahnhof for access via 
Deutsche Bahn and S-Bahn rail. It’s also 
near the Aussenalster’s west bank. On-
site: Elyseum wellness spa and swim-
ming pool, Boulevard lobby café, an oys-
ter bar, epicurean Brasserie Flum main 
dining room and 1,000-seat banqueting 
hall for gala group functions.
Contact: Hotel Grand Elysee, 
Rotherbaumchausee 10, Hamburg 20148, 
tel. +48/4/4141/20, www.grand-elysee.
de, info@grandelysee.de
Daily Rates: Singles from €140, doubles 
from €160. Breakfasts extra.
Rating:  Quality 16/20 Value 14/20

Atlantic Kempinski
Absolute five-star luxury, refinement 

and staffing—a striking presence on the 
Aussenalster’s right bank since 1909. Fine 
French cuisine in the Atlantic restaurant, 
while the Tsao dining room features 
Chinese dishes. As expected, guest rooms 
and suites are spacious and furnished to 
tasteful continental perfection.
Contact: Hotel Atlantic Kempinski, An 
der Alster 72-79, Hamburg 20099, tel. 
+49/40/2888/817, www.kempinski.
com/hamburg, hotel.atlantic@kempin-
ski.com
 Daily Rates: Singles from €175, doubles 
from €251 typify package rates with 
special-interest family, wellness and 
maritime themes.
Rating: Quality 15/20  Value 13/20

Hotel Abtei
No list of top-notch Hamburg ac-

commodations should exclude 
one of Europe’s great small 
hotels, the 11-room Abtei. 

Meticulously and flawlessly run by 
Fritz Lay, this jewel is on a quiet street of 
fine old homes in Hamburg’s Harvest-
ehude section, about a 30-minute walk 
from the city center. The Abtei offers 
amenities that would make many five-
star hotels envious. The house abounds 
with antiques and fresh flowers. Herr 
Lay personally records the classical 
music on the individual stereo systems 
in each guestroom and bathroom. Cof-
fee is brewed half-liter at a time and not 
until ordered by a guest. Nothing on the 
breakfast buffet comes in a jar or can; 
jams and jellies are made on the prem-

ises, as are the fresh-each-morning crois-
sants and brioche. Even the Abtei’s wash 
basins are works of art; several guest 
bathrooms contain these extraordinary, 
hand-painted beauties which were per-
sonally commissioned by Herr Lay.

The hotel’s Prinz Frederik restaurant 
get a Michelin star, while the simpler 
Bistro, served by the same kitchen, is less 
expensive. 
Contact: Hotel Abtei Hamburg, Ab-
tei Strasse 14, Hamburg 20149 tel. 
+49/40/442905, fax 49/307067777, www.
abtei-hotel.de, info@abtei-hotel.de
Daily Rates:  Singles €155-220, doubles 
€190-270  
Rating: Quality 18/20  Value 17/20

Hafen Hamburg Residenz
Appearing in 1979 on the harbor-

area site of a mid-19th-century seafarers’ 
home, this four-star hotel has appropri-
ate shipshape contours enclosing its 
353 thoroughly modern guest rooms. 
Generous, attractively decorated street-
level spaces include nautically-themed 
Port restaurant, Willi’s Bierstube pub 
and piano bar opening onto the hotel’s 
Wintergarten. While strolling around, 
you’ll find the Elbe riverfront is merely a 
block away.
Contact: Hotel Hafen Hamburg, 
Seewartenstrasse 9, Hamburg 
20459, tel. +49/40/3111/130, fax 
49/040/3111/370/601, www.hotel-hafen-
hamburg.de, info@hotel-hamburg.de
Daily Rates:  Singles €90, doubles €100-
150  
Rating: Quality 14/20  Value 15/20  

Madison Hotel Hamburg
Another cosmopolitan four-star 

choice on Seewartenstrasse, equidistant 
between Elbpark greenery and Elbe riv-
erfront walkways. Under Marlies Head’s 
ownership, the Madison offers 166 guest 
rooms and lofts, plus large conference 
and seminar accommodations. For a hint 
of Californian ambience, sit outdoors 
out on the summer terrace for Marley’s 
restaurant’s buffet breakfasts (€15.50), 
lunches and dinners. On-site, too: a fit-
ness center with 110-person capacity.
Contact: Madison Hotel, Seew-
artenstrasse 4, Hamburg 20459, 
tel. +49/40/866/539/0036, fax 
49/40/3766/6137, www.madisonhotel.

de, info@madisonhotel.de
Daily Rates: Singles from €159, doubles 
from €120
Rating: Quality 14/20  Value 15/20  

Hotel Alte Wache
Overnighting here puts one close to 

major east-side museums and the Nor-
dbahnhof station with U-Bahn subway 
connections. Somewhat farther north, 
but walkable: the two delightful inner-
city lakes. Proprietors of the four-star 
“Old Watch” welcome their guests to the 
restaurant and bar. 
Contact: Hotel Alte Wache, Ad-
enauer Allee 25, Hamburg 20097, tel. 
+49/40/2840/660, fax 49/40/2801/754, 
www.hotel-alte-wache.de, post@hotel-
alte-wache.de
Daily Rates: Singles from €96, doubles 
from €110, suites €145-175
Rating: Quality 12/20  Value 15/20

Hotel Commodore
In east-side St. Pauli, bordering mid-

city Hamburg’s greenbelt. Moderately 
priced rates considering the Commo-
dore’s crystal-chandeliered lobby and its 
105 comfortably furnished guest rooms. 
Short walk from the St. Pauli U-Bahn 
subway station at Millerntorplatz.
Contact: Hotel Commodore, Bu-
dapester Strasse 20, Hamburg 
20359, tel. +49/40/31/999/603, fax 
49/40/31/999/666, www.hotel-commo-
dore.de, info@hotel-commodore.de
Daily Rates: Singles from €99, doubles 
from €79 
Rating: Quality 10/20 Value 12/20

Hamburg restaurants

Gasthof Anno 1905
True to its name, this Altona-situ-

ated survivor of two bad world wars, 
revolutionary shake-ups and political 
mayhem is a throwback to “what used 
to be” well over a century ago. Fixtures 
and furnishings retain their Jugendstil 
origins. Its location next to Hamburg’s 
Holsten brewery, assures Anno patrons 
of a dozen choices of beers on tap. A 
good, casual place to taste-test Hanseatic 
shrimp soup (€4.90). Preparing uniquely 
north-German Labskaus (€10.90), cooks 
plop a fried egg onto corned beef and 
pickled-herring Rollmops.
Contact: Gasthof Anno 1905, Holsten-

http://www.grand-elysee.com/de/
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platz, Hamburg-Altona 22765, tel. 
+40/439/2535, www.anno1905.de
Rating: Quality 10/20  Value 14/20

Turnhalle
Close to the Aussenalster’s southeast 

bank, is this impressive conversion of 
an 1889 girls’-school gymnasium into 
a trendy, reasonably priced St. Georg 
bistro. Draws weekenders to Saturday 
breakfast buffet (€11.90), Sunday brunch 
buffet (€18.90). Otherwise, pasta entrees 
range €14.90-18.90, meat €16.50-19.50.
Contact: Turnhalle, Lange Reihe 
107, Hamburg-St. Georg 20999. Tel. 
+40/2800/8480, www.turnhalle.com
Rating: Quality 12/20  Value 14/20

Deichgraf
On a short Altstadt side street not far 

south of the Rathaus, a charming old an-
tiques-filled mansion has become a subtly 
sophisticated setting for lunches (€8.50-
14) and dinners (€14-21). Start with 
fish soup (€8), then onward to typically 
north-German salted herring with potato 
salad (€14.50) or filet of cod (€19.50). If 
preferred, similar price range for meat 
entrees. Choose from a dozen wines.   
Contact: Deichgraf, Deichstrasse 22, 
Hamburg 20549, tel. +40/364/208,  
www.deichgraf-hamburg.de
Rating: Quality 16/20  Value 14/20

Fischereihafen
Invitingly down-to-earth informal 

and unpretentious, complete with a 
stand-up oyster bar, at Altona’s harbor-
side on the Elbe since 1951. Expect to pay 
€18.50 for the chef’s copious five-course 
fish platter, or opt instead for Labskaus 
stew (€16.50). Meat lunch-or-dinner 
alternatives range €28.50-29.50.
Contact: Fischereihafen, Grosse Elb-
strasse 143, Hamburg-Altona 22767. Tel. 
+40/381/1816, www.fischereihafenres-
taurant.de
Rating: Quality 13/20  Value 15/20  

Krämeramtsstuben
In a circa-1718 brick-and-timber 

environment, Krämeramsstuben’s struc-
ture and lamplit courtyard, clustered 
beneath St. Michaelis clock tower, assure 
a memorable, picture-perfect atmo-
sphere. Recommended seafood offer-
ings are filet of sole (€20.80) and grilled 
scampi (€19.50). Otherwise: duck breast 

CHIEMSEE
Continued from page 1

last nine centuries melt away. The inte-
rior walls and vaulted ceiling are pro-
fusely decorated with a cycle of frescoes 
painted in the 12th and 13th Centuries. 
Created for a largely illiterate population 
and painted most likely by a local paint-
er, the frescoes illustrate the promises of 
salvation in a way that even the simplest 
peasant could understand.

Standing in the rear of the church, 
survey the walls and ceiling. First, look 
on the right wall near the back for the 
man hanging in a noose. His story? He 
was a local boy who accompanied his 

Chiemsee basics
Prien 

Ferry information: www.chiemsee-
schifffahrt.de/files/chiemseeschiff-
fahrt/flyer_englisch.pdf

Urschalling 
Train Info: www.bahn.de

St. Jakobs
English tours are available. For in-
formation contact Priener Tourismus 
GmbH, tel. 08051 - 6905-0

Herreninsel
Herrenchiemsee Palace: www.her-
renchiemsee.de/englisch/tourist/in-
dex.htm
Götterdämmerung exhibition: www.
tourismus.prien.de/de/main/goetter-
daemmerung.htm

Fraueninsel
Kloster Frauenwörth: www.frauenwo-
erth.de/english
Cloister restaurant: www.frauenwo-
erth.de/page-225-klosterwirt.html
Cloister seminars: www.frauenwoerth.
de/page-242-seminare2011.html

(€21.50) or smoked pork loin (€16.95). 
For dessert, try another distinctively old 
north-German specialty, a dish combin-
ing red berries with vanilla sauce, called 
Rote Grütze (€7). 
Contact: Krämeramtsstuben, Krayenkamp 
10, Hamburg 20459, tel. +40/365/5800, 
www.krameramtsstuben.de
Rating: Quality 17/20  Value 14/20

.  

father on a pilgrimage to Spain. They 
stopped in a village along the route, 
where the young man made the the mis-
take of refusing the advances of a rather 
forward woman. To spite him, she hid a 
chalice in his bag. He was caught, tried, 
convicted and hung. His father contin-
ued to Spain but on his return journey, 
passed through the same village, only 
to discover his son still in the noose, but 
miraculously very much alive. The fa-
ther freed the son and the reunited pair 
continued the journey home.

Now, look at the frescoes decorat-
ing the ceiling and walls. Notice the 
higher than usual number of women in 
the paintings. Then look to the front of 
the church, on the spandrel to the left of 
the apse. Three figures emerge from a 
central core: the Holy Trinity. The Father 
and the Son are easily recognizable but 
the third figure has distinctly female 
characteristics. Is the Holy Ghost meant 
to be shown as a woman?

Ponder the meaning of these fres-
coes over lunch next door at the Mesner 
Stub’n www.mesnerstubn.de, a restau-
rant owned by the Blank family since 
1913. The  menu of Bavarian dishes and 
beers complements the atmosphere of 
the 17th Century building.

Return to Prien for a quick look at 
this lake-side town that caters to tourists 
and those seeking the cure. The ferry 
docks are about a 20-minute walk from 
the train station. Buses and taxis run the 
route as well, and are a better choice for 
anyone lugging a heavy bag. The docks 
give a clear indication of the volume 
of people that pass through during the 
peak tourist season. Keep this in mind 
when planning a visit.

Ferries leave regularly for the lake’s 
two islands, Herreninsel and Frauen-
insel. Find a seat on the open deck so 
you can enjoy unobstructed views, 
particularly a glimpse of King Ludwig 
II’s palace at the end of a precisely mani-
cured allée, visible shortly after the ferry 
departs its dock. Have cameras ready 
for action—not only to catch the palace 
view, but also to capture the sparkle 
of sunlight dancing on the water and 
the sun backlighting sails as boats dart 
across the lake.

From the dock on Herreninsel, an 
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easy 20-minute walk along a wooded 
path leads to Ludwig’s palace, Her-
renchiemsee. The island’s best known at-
traction is surely one of the most expen-
sive knockoffs in history. Ludwig and his 
architect, Georg von Dollmann, did their 
best to recreate Versailles, complete with 
gold, crystal and mirrors. 

The Hall of Mirrors and Tischlein 
Deck Dich, the table that could be loaded 
with china, cutlery and food on a lower 
floor and then raised through an open-
ing to the floor above where Ludwig 
would dine in regal but lonely splendor, 
are longtime favorite attractions. 

June 13 marked the 125th an-
niversary of Ludwig’s death in the 
Starnbergersee and in commemoration, 
Bavaria has prepared a state-wide series 
of exhibitions that runs until October. At 
Herrenchiemsee, visitors will see what 
lies behind the splendor of the Hall of 
Mirrors: the vast, empty, unfinished part 
of the palace, usually closed to the pub-
lic, that exudes a sense of melancholy for 
what might have been. Be sure, too, to 
visit the museum at Herrenchiemsee, to 
move beyond the usual cliches that dis-
tort the story of Ludwig II.

After emerging from the palace, take 
a walk along the island’s shoreline just 
beyond the deer park for some photo 
contest-winning vistas and insights into 
the island’s ecology. On the way back 
to the ferry, climb the hill to the former 
Augustinian abbey. The complex still 
preserves the bedroom that Ludwig used 
while waiting for his palace to be com-
pleted as well as a vast kitchen that hints 
of the earlier bustle of monks preparing 
meals to fuel a working monastery. 

From the monastery’s perch, a near-
by island beckons. A short ferry ride 
brings visitors to the less-visited, car-free 
Fraueninsel. The island is dominated 
by Frauenwörth (www.frauenwoerth.
de/english), a Benedictine cloister es-
tablished in the 8th Century, its church 
tower, with the lower part dating to 
the 11th Century, and a 12th Century 
Romanesque church. The tomb of one 
of Charlemagne’s granddaughters, Ir-
mengard, who served as an early abbess 
at the cloister, is still lovingly cared for 
today. Nearby stands one of Bavaria’s 
oldest structures, a Carolingian gate 

house with surviving interior frescoes 
built in the mid 800s. 

German-speaking visitors may be 
interested in the abbey’s seminar pro-
grams. Choices this year include sessions 
on Ayurvedic cooking, drawing, and 
calligraphy as well as health and spiritu-
ality. English-only speakers can opt for 
overnight accommodations at the Hotel 
zur Linde www.linde-frauenchiemsee.
de, just a few steps beyond the cloister. 

A path runs along the perimeter of 
the island, past the cloister’s gardens 
and homes of fishermen and artists. Boat 
houses and small docks line the shore 
and the island’s fisherman often spread 
nets in their yards to mend tears. Shops 
selling local, handcrafted ceramics and 
glass may tempt a buying spree that will 

   
attention shoppers: big Discounts near stuttgart

Metzingen is the home town of Hugo Boss and the discounting all started 
when the Germany-based clothier opened its doors to “locals” to buy direct 
from the factory.

Today more than three million visitors from all over the globe come to this 
small town. Located in the state of Baden-Wuerttemberg, 25 miles outside of 
Stuttgart and about an hour’s drive from Baden-Baden, Metzingen now has 

over 50 outlets, mostly factory flagship stores of such 
world-renowned companies as Bally, Burberry, Joop, 

Puma, Addidas, Lacoste, Wolford, Marco O’Polo, Bogner, and many more. The 
discounts are anywhere from 30 to 70-percent below what one pays in the U.S. 

My favorite has always been Hugo Boss and throughout my business life I 
have purchased most of my suits there. Today, my daughter buys her business 
and social outfits there. She always phones me when she sees a particularly nice 
dress or suit at Saks or any of the local Hugo Boss stores and discovers that in 
Metzingen she paid less than half of what the price is here in the U.S.—and that 
is before the sales tax.

One must see the rows and rows of suits in order to fully appreciate the 
gigantic selection of suits, dresses, and other clothing items.

Metzingen is a romantic little town with very good restaurants, cafés and 
hotels. The local wine is also very good. The restaurant in the Hotel Schwanen 
gets a Michelin Bib Gourmand designation (good food at moderate prices), and 
the 21-room Garni Hotel offers double rooms from €75-90. 

A special favorite is the outstanding little pastry shop in the middle of 
Metzingen, Dorte’s Marzipan-Atelier & Espresso Bar at Reutlinger Strasse 26. 
The young owner-chef has already received several awards for her creations. 
This is a must for anyone with a sweet tooth, though sandwiches are also avail-
able. Dorte’s is within easy walking distance of the major stores and there is 
ample public parking in the center of the city. I use the lot next to Hugo Boss.

 More info at www.outletcity-metzingen.
(Editor’s Note: Heinz Niederhoff is a longtime friend of Gemütlichkeit and the 

former president in North America of Deutsches Reisebüro, one of Germany largest 
travel companies.)

by Heinz Niederhoff 

lighten the wallet and add weight to 
baggage. More selections can be found 
in the cloister gift shop that sells books 
and handcrafted foods such as jams, 
Lebkuchen, and marzipan from the 
convent’s kitchen.

A small vineyard tantalizes passers-
by but stops short of delivering satisfac-
tion: its wine is not sold on the island. 
A few steps beyond, though, frustration 
is forgotten. At Inselbräu (www.insel-
braeu-frauenchiemsee.de) visitors and 
islanders alike gather to sample seasonal 
beers brewed on the island. Small restau-
rants and beer gardens plus Klosterwirt, 
the restaurant owned by the cloister, of-
fer plenty of choices to feast on Bavarian 
specialities and the impeccably fresh fish 
from the lake.

http://www.frauenwoerth.de/english
http://www.frauenwoerth.de/english
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http://www.inselbraeu-frauenchiemsee.de/
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We recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular desti-
nation cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels 
and links to hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.
gemut.com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

berlin
Hotel art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, Uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

bern
Hotel bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

lucerne
Hotel Wilden mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

rothenburg ob der tauber
reichs-Küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. 
Tauber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 
09,  hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

salzburg & environs
schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

munich airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, D-
85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-daniels.
de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 2

• Best Christmas Market Tour: Too 
often the famous Christmas markets of 
western Europe are highly-commercial-
ized, crowded venues that no longer 
emphasize handmade merchandise 
produced by highly-skilled craftsmen 
and women. Those who know say the 
more authentic markets are in towns 
of the former Eastern Bloc such as 
Prague, Krakow, and Warsaw. For a 
true old-time Christmas market experi-
ence Gemütlichkeit recommends Karen 
Pasold’s “Christmas Markets of Impe-
rial Europe” tour, a 12-night itinerary 
that visits Prague, Dresden, Berlin, War-
saw, Krakow, and Budapest. At $4,600 
it’s more expensive but you’ll get much 
more for your money —virtually all 
dinners and lunches, local wine and beer 
with dinner, first-class rail with double 
sleeper compartments, five-star hotels 
(including Dresden’s Taschenbergp-
alais, Chateau Mcely near Prague and 
Bonerowski Palace in Krakow), brunch 
at Budapest’s gorgeous New York Cafe, 
historical tours, porterage, etc. — than 
with the assembly-line major tour opera-
tors. Ms. Pasold who is bursting with en-
ergy and knowledge of Eastern Europe, 
personally leads her small group each 
year. Contact: Classic Europe, 1 Glen-
moor, Frisco TX 75034, tel. 972-625-6050, 
email classiceurope@yahoo.com.

* * *
Enjoy the Chiemsee’s offerings: the 

lapping sounds of the water, ancient 
buildings that survive from Bavaria’s 
early history, sunrises that peek above 
the mountains and throw blazing shades 
of red, pink, orange and purple across 
the lake, birds chattering in the cool 
dawn and ducks quacking to each other 
as they plunge headfirst into the lake 
for a breakfast bite . . . these are sights 
and sounds of the Chiemsee just beyond 
the frenetic tourist destination of Her-
renchiemsee that will linger with you as 
you head back to Munich or anywhere 
else on your journey.

than a pint) is $7.40 at Zürich’s “every-
man” restaurant, the Zeughauskeller.

If your heart is set a Swiss vacation 
this summer, you’ll find no better value 
than an Untour (www.untours.com). It’s 
independent travel but with in-country 
assistance if needed. The high-season 
price for a week in an Untour apartment 
in Switzerland’s heartland is $2518 for 
two persons, two weeks is $3200. I’ve 
stayed in two of the carefully chosen 
apartments and seen several others. All 
are in great locations and many have 
panoramic views. Each comes with a 
fully-equipped kitchen, a sitting room, a 
separate sleeping chamber and welcome 
supplies of milk, cheese, eggs, and bread. 

Family-owned Untours has been 
around for decades and is one of a tiny 
handful of European vacation rental 
companies that can be trusted to always 
deliver top-notch accommodations—no 
dumps. My experiences with Untours 
personnel and landlords have all been 
A-plus.

Signing up for an Untour confers 
membership to a close-knit group of 
experienced travelers, some of whom 
have done annual Untours for more than 
two decades, and who happily share 
their expertise on a free email listserv. 
Just post a question—what sort of view 
will we have from Hohfluh 2 apartment? 
(spectacular) or, what’s the welcome like 
at Chalet Berit? (amazing)—and within 
a few hours you’ll have the information 
you need. 

 An Untour includes much more 

than one or two weeks in an apartment. 
Here are some of the extras: 

• An 8 or 15-day Swiss Saver Rail 
Pass valid on trains, buses, lake ships; 
free entry to over 400 Swiss museums.

• Untours staff meets most custom-
ers at the Zürich airport and escorts 
them to their apartments. Next day they 
provide an orientation in English. 

• The Swiss Dream Book and Hiking 
Guide offer suggestions for scenic hiking 
trails and day trips.

• An Untours-sponsored group 
activity such as a visit to a high alpine 
valley to meet the locals at a typical 
Swiss festival, or perhaps a visit to an 
alpine cheese-maker’s hut where cheese 
is still made the traditional way without 
mechanization.

• On-site support services and emer-
gency contacts when needed.

www.untours.com

