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by Karsten Horn

he first time I drove into 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
nestled behind the first range of 

mountains south of Munich, I found 
myself looking at the tail-end of a cow 

plodding home 
to her stall for the 

evening milking. Her small herd pa-
raded along Garmisch’s main street, 
creating a minor traffic jam. How can 
you not love this kind of town? 

Once separate villages that still 
retain their own personalities, over 
the past 75 years Partenkirchen and 
Garmisch have joined to create one of 
Germany’s best experiences of Bavar-
ian culture and hospitality. 

The two towns developed on op-
posite banks of the Partnach river: 
Partenkirchen with Roman origins and 
ties to major trade routes, and Gar-

misch from a settlement of Germanic 
tribes that became an agriculture and 
lumber community. Until early in 
the 20th Century, this part of Bavaria 
was poor and isolated. Not until the 
1889 completion of a railroad line 
from Munich did the economy begin 
to recover, fueled by the tourists who 
flocked in for the healthy climate, 
hiking, and winter sports. 

Frequent squabbles between the 
towns hindered cooperation. But in 
1935, Hitler forced a merger of the 
fractious towns to prevent bicker-
ing that might hinder the success of 
the 1936 Winter Olympics. During 
the intervening years, the two towns 
have learned to cooperate, although a 
friendly competition and rivalry still 
survives.

s the culminating struggle 
of World War II, the battle 
for Berlin has spawned li-

braries of books, several movies and 
numerous scholarly documentaries. 
This decisive, bitterly-fought conflict 
brought victory to the Allied Forces 

over Nazi Germany 
and shaped the 

geopolitical and economic face of post-
war Europe. 

Nearly 67 years after the war’s 
end, the physical consequences—very 
obvious in the Eastern part of the city 
until 1990—of the bloody street-by-
street fight have largely vanished. Still, 
many memorials, bunkers, fortifica-
tions, and museums remain today. 
Here are a dozen: 

• Begin with the Reichstag, the 
seat of Parliament in Imperial Ger-
many, the Weimar Republic and, since 

1998, in the Federal Republic. Visit-
ing the Reichstag is free but advance 
online registration is required. An 
elevator takes visitors to the top of the 
building where they can walk inside 
the glass dome, with its spectacular 
view of the city center. Many tableaux 
provide information covering the 
history of the building and German 
politics in general. www.bundestag.de/
htdocs_e/visits/index.jsp

• A small memorial to the troops 
of the Soviet Union is only a short 
stroll from the Reichstag, on Strasse 
des 17 Juni. It features a statue of a 
soldier on a large column placed in 
front of a semi-arc with inscriptions, 

Despite its reputation as a sports mecca and tourist magnet, Garmisch-Partenkirchen’s 
charm lies in its ties to the land and the rural traditions of Upper Bavaria.

The holiday season is in the rear 
view mirror, a new year glitters on the 
road ahead. It’s time to plan that trip 
to Europe. For those who want to save 
money it’s not too early to start the 
process. Here are three quick and com-
pelling reasons why:

• In five of the last six years the 
vast majority of European travelers 
saved money by booking their Euro-
pean flight by the end of March.

• European cruise prices will only 
get more expensive as the year goes 
on…unless you want to take a long-
shot chance on a last-minute deal.

• Car rental rates in several coun-
tries—notably France and Germany—
are the lowest they have been in several 
years. Since, unlike airline tickets and 
cruises, you can always cancel and get 
a 100% refund, there is no reason not 
to take advantage of those cheap rates 
immediately.

To my mind, the major trip-
planning decisions fall within these 
categories:  
 • When to go 
 • Where to go 
 • Insurance 
 • Getting there and back 
 • Ground transport 
 • Accommodations 
 • Changing money

This begins a multi-part series that 
will offer our advice on preparing for 
a European vacation, touching on all 
seven categories, briefly on some but 
others in greater depth.

When to go. This one doesn’t 
merit much discussion here except to 
point out that, as almost every traveler 
knows, in good weather months when 
most people want to travel, prices for 
airfares and hotels are usually higher—
especially airfares. This winter we’ve 
seen East Coast fares in the $700-plus 
range. Those are likely to nearly double 
this summer. Though hotel rates in 
many popular destinations rise in sum-
mer, some winter resort towns often 
lower their rates in summer. So the tim-
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ing of your trip comes down to finances 
and personal preference. It is well to 
remember that Europe in winter does 
have its charms.

Where to go:  Since the focus of this 
publication pretty well sums up our 
preferences on this topic, there isn’t a lot 
to say here either. Since we all have our 
favorite countries, the choice is highly 
personal. Cost, as much as it is a factor 
in the decision process, argues for east 
European countries such as Poland and 
Slovenia, and against Switzerland and 
the Scandinavian countries. Once the 
traveler has decided on where to go, 
the next issue to resolve is how much 
time will be spent in cities and how 
much in small towns, keeping in mind 
that almost all things are cheaper in the 
countryside.

Insurance: Heath issues, accidents, 
ash clouds, political upheavals, terror-
ists, weather-caused disasters, business 
failures, and other unexpected events 
can delay, interrupt or cancel your trip. 
Your need for trip insurance—as op-
posed to medical insurance— is mea-
sured by how much you stand to lose if 
your journey is canceled. If you are only 
out the cancellation fee on an airline 
ticket, you may choose to self-insure. 
This will likely be true for the majority 
of independent travelers. Most, but not 
all, hotel rooms can be canceled on short 
notice, rail passes and most rail tickets 
are 85-percent refundable, and any auto 
rental worth its salt should be 100-per-
cent cancelable without penalty. It’s the 
traveler with hundreds or thousands 
of dollars in non-refundable bookings, 

such as for a package tour, cruise, or va-
cation rental who needs trip insurance. 

Don’t make the mistake of leaving 
the trip insurance decision to the very 
end of the planning process. Pre-exist-
ing medical conditions that can cause 
cancellation or interruption of a trip are 
typically excluded from coverage if the 
insurance is purchased more than about 
two weeks after the first trip payment 
is made. 

Many tour operators sell insurance 
to their customers. Some of their poli-
cies, however, don’t offer cash refunds, 
they simply apply what has been paid 
to a future cruise or tour. Buy insur-
ance from a third-party company that 
specializes in travel insurance. We rec-
ommend Travel Guard. They are the 
largest and have a history of paying 
claims promptly with the least amount 
of hassle. 

Health Insurance: A separate issue 
from trip insurance is medical coverage. 
Your home health plan may cover you 
in Europe, at least in most countries 
(probably not in countries labeled “at 
risk” by the U.S. State Dept.). Travel-
ers who rely on Medicare, however, 
are not insured outside the U.S. unless 
their supplemental policy—if they have 
one—provides such coverage.

Short-term health insurance for 
older travelers is expensive, but there 
is a way to insure at a reasonable price; 
buy trip insurance with zero coverage. 
Here’s how it works. In addition to trip 
cancellation coverage, many trip insur-
ance policies provide medical cover-
age and emergency evacuation. Even 
if you don’t need the trip insurance it 
may be worth purchasing a policy just 

to get the medical coverage. Since trip 
coverage premiums are mostly based 
on the amount of reimbursement for 
a canceled trip, you simply request 
zero coverage and the premium drops 
dramatically. Though you won’t get 
any money back if the trip is canceled 
or interrupted, you still have the medi-
cal coverage. For example, the total 
premium on Travel Guard’s Silver trip 
policy for a 70-year old couple that opts 
for $5,000 trip coverage on a two-week 
trip, is nearly $750. But reduce the trip 
coverage from $5,000 per person to zero 
and the premium drops to $79 total and 
you get $15,000 in medical coverage. 
A much better deal, however, is Travel 
Guard’s Platinum coverage for $125. 
With zero trip insurance the medical 
coverage is $50,000 with $1 million in 
emergency evacuation insurance. For 
an extra $58 you can double the medical 
coverage to $100,000.

Use the trip insurance comparison 
tool at our website, www.gemut.com. 
Click “Plan Your Trip” from the top 
menu, then choose “Travel Insurance.”

http://www.gemut.com/csub.html
http://www.gemut.com
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Population: 27,685

Elevation: 708 meters (2,323 feet) 

Visitor information: 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen Tourismus, 
Richard-Strauss-Platz 1A 82467 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, +49/8821- 
180-700, tourist-info@gapa.de, 
 www.gapa.de.  
 
Alpine information center, infor-
mation on tours, arrangement of 
mountain and ski guides, +49/8821-
180-744

Driving distances:
Frankfurt:  318 km/198 miles 
Innsbruck:  55 km/33 miles 
Munich:  90 km/54 miles  
Salzburg:  183 km/114 miles 
Zürich:  283 km/176 miles

Rail connections: A regional 
train runs hourly from Munich to 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen. On week-
ends, direct express connections 
arrive from Hamburg, Dortmund 
and Cologne. 

Nearest airports: Munich, 120 
km/75 miles; Innsbruck, 60 km/37 
miles

Gapa Visitor’s Card: Provided with 
lodging in Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 
Allows free access to munici-
pal bus service; free use of the 
Snow Express train between 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Ehrwald, 
Lermoos, Reutte and Vils; free access 
to a wide variety of walking tours 
and visitor programs; and discounts 
to many local attractions.

Useful Websites: 
www.gapa.de/tourenplaner 
Heimat Museum: www.werdenfels-
museum.de 
Strauss festival: www.richard-
strauss-festival.de/strauss/ 
Concerts in the Kurpark: www.
musik-im-park.de/ 
Wamberg: members.gaponline.de/
berggasthof-wamberg/

garmisch-partenkirchen BasicsGARmISCH-PARTENkIRCHEN
Continued from page 1

One legacy of the 1936 Olympics 
is a good transportation infrastruc-
ture. Train and bus transportation 
provide excellent access from Mu-
nich and around the region. But the 
towns are best seen on foot so put on 
those walking shoes.

Partenkirchen
Begin at Sebastian’s Kapelle, the 

small chapel where Münchner, Hin-
denburg and Ludwigstrasse converge. 
The church was dedicated in 1637 to 
the memory of plague victims, who 
were buried on the north side of the 
chapel, an area then outside the town. 
Just as Oberammergau still honors 
townspeople who died in the plague, 
Partenkirchen remembers its victims: 
every Sunday at 4pm, St. Sebastian’s 
bells ring in memory of the last Parten-
kirchener to succumb to the disease, a 
young shepherd, who died on a Sun-
day at 4pm in 1634. 

In 1924 St. Sebastian’s was re-ded-
icated as a war memorial chapel; the 
former plague cemetery is now a me-
morial to local men who were killed in 
the two World Wars.

From St. Sebastian’s, continue 
southeast along Ludwigstrasse, which 
follows the course of the original 
Second Century AD Roman road. 
Until the Middle Ages, Partenkirchen 
maintained a strategic location along 
a trading route that began in Italy, 
ran through what is now Austria and 
Germany to Augsburg and other cities. 
Roman soldiers and traders, Holy 
Roman Emperors and their armies, 
and trade caravans with their motley 
crews traversed the road, all leaving 
behind traces. On the east side of the 
street, note the broad doorways pro-
viding entry to the homes of former 
traders. 

Notice, too, the Lüftlmalerei—fres-
coes and trompe d’oeil that enliven the 
facades. These paintings are found 
throughout the Werdenfels region and 
depict historical events, the occupation 
of the home’s inhabitant, or religious 
themes. In the mid-20th Century, 
Heinrich Bickel was one of the best 
known of the painters, but craftsmen 

still apply these decorative techniques 
today, and visitors are sometimes 
lucky enough to watch the work prog-
ress over several days.

At Sonnenbergstrasse, the street 
opens to a small square, Schaeffler-
platz, which derives its name from 
the fountain depicting coopers (barrel 
makers). In 1517, guild members in 
Munich created a popular tradition 
when they danced and sang through 
the streets proclaiming the end of a 
lethal bout of the plague. Apprentices 
trained in Munich spread the tradition 
through Bavaria, when they set up 
shop in other towns. By 1834 the dance 
had spread to Partenkirchen. It takes 
a bit of luck to see the dance which is 
only performed every seven years. 

Continue straight along Ludwig-
strasse to the Heimat Museum (closed 
Mondays). The building survived 
an 1865 fire that destroyed most of 
Partenkirchen. Follow Ludwigstrasse 
to the Gasthof Fraundorfer, (closed 
Tuesdays) a hotel/restaurant known 
to all Americans who pass through 
town as a place to gather for quantities 
of food, beer and music, and to watch 
young dancers kick up their heels in 
the Schuhplättler.  Note the hotel fa-
cade’s Lüftlmalerei painted by Bickel, 
particularly the large central picture 
depicting a peasant wedding.

Retrace your steps on Ludwigstras-
se, then turn right into Ballengasse. 
“Ballen” refers to the bales of merchan-
dise that were stored in ground-floor 
warehouses in the buildings lining the 
street. The broad entrances into large 
courtyards are reminders of the busy 
commerce that once enlivened this 
part of town. At Florianplatz, continue 
to the right up Römerstrasse. In the 
summer, geraniums and begonias spill 
over the balcony rails, and vie with 
the Lüftlmalerei for attention. Return to 
Florianplatz and this time turn right 
onto Faukenstrasse. Across the street 
from Number 7, at the edge of a nar-
row stream, stands a small marker. 
Look closely and you’ll see the Grim 
Reaper looming over a man. This me-
morializes the young shepherd, the 
last Partenkirchener to fall victim to 
the plague. He died on the bridge in 
October 1634 on his way home from 
tending his flock.

Head back toward the center of 
town. On the left, shortly after Hotel 
Schatten on the right, a fountain and 

mailto:tourist-info%40gapa.de?subject=
http://www.gapa.de
http://www.gapa.de/tourenplaner
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watering trough in the middle of the 
street is dedicated to St. Anthony. St. 
Anton Strasse juts off to the right. 
Follow this to its end then continue 
uphill to the left to St. Anton’s, a small 
church and Franciscan monastery. 
According to local lore, four Parten-
kircheners built a chapel in 1704 and 
dedicated it to St. Anthony of Padua, 
whom they believed had stopped the 
Tyroleans from plundering the town. 
The frescoes in the dome, depicting 
scenes from St. Anthony’s life, were 
painted by Johann Evangelist Holzer 
in only 30 days. Look, too, for the 
fresco depicting the U.S. liberation of 
Partenkirchen at the end of World War 
II. The church is now a protected his-
torical site. 

Continue up the hill to Hotel Pan-
orama, a pleasant place with a good 
view to stop for an afternoon Kaffee 
und Kuchen or beer.  

Return to Partenkirchen and St. 
Anthony’s fountain over the same 
path, which provides excellent vistas 
of the town. Once back on Sonnen-
bergstrasse, cross to the street’s left 
side and head toward Ludwigstrasse. 
At Number 6 is zum Oberlaras, to-

Garmisch
Begin at Richard Strauss Platz, 

dominated by a fountain depict-
ing three heroines of Strauss operas: 
Salome, Elektra, and Daphne. The 
composer lived in Garmisch from 1908 
until his death in 1949. The city hosts a 
major Strauss festival every June.

Walk through the Kurpark’s public 
gardens. Enter to the left of the large 
cafe (Pavilion) at the end of the Rich-
ard Strauss Platz. Beyond the glass 
doors, a path leads to the right, to an-
other outdoor cafe and stage, and then 
on to the main part of the garden with 
a Kneipp foot bath, a barefoot path, a 
labyrinth for meditation, and a small 
amphitheater. Save this, however, for 
the end of the walk. Instead, at entry 
continue straight ahead, keeping the 
floral clock on your right. Exit by the 
back gate, turn right onto Fürstenstras-
se and continue across the Loisach Riv-
er. Cross Burgstrasse at the traffic sig-
nal, and again pick up Fürstentstrasse. 
This is one of Garmisch’s oldest areas. 
The large building at Number 21, to 
the side of Bräustüberl, dates to 1674; 
the local brewmaster lived there. (Un-
fortunately, Garmisch lost its brewery 
years ago and must import beer from 
Ettal, Mittenwald, and Munich.) No-
tice the elaborately painted building 
now occupied by the Husar restaurant 
and the Zum Horner house across the 
street, which has two vaulted cellars 
that survive from an earlier building 
used as a wheat beer tavern. 

Continue around the corner to the 
Alte Kirche. On an earlier pagan reli-
gious site, missionaries built the first 
church in the Werdenfels region and 
began to spread Christianity through-
out the area. As a visitor emerges from 
the lobby into the nave, the view of the 
altar is blocked by a large, supporting 
column symbolizing the tree of life. 
The ceiling ribbing forms the branches; 
the frescoes between the ribbed vault-
ing depict a variety of healing herbs. 

The north wall of this predomi-
nantly early Gothic church still pre-
serves part of an earlier Romanesque 
structure built in 1280. Over the cen-
turies the colorful, original frescoes 
disappeared behind 16 layers of paint. 
The original, rare blue hues faded to 

day a farm house and a survivor of 
the 1865 fire. In 1507, it belonged to 
Kloster Schlehdorf, an abbey about 25 
miles from Partenkirchen. The ground 
floor houses cattle (in the winter, look 
in through the Dutch door to see the 
animals); the remaining floors are used 
as living quarters. 

Turn left into Pfarrgasse, which 
ends at a small square and entrance to 
the recently restored Maria Himmel-
fahrt Church. This neo-Gothic build-
ing, dedicated in 1871, replaced the 
previous church lost in the 1865 fire. A 
large picture, the only remaining arti-
fact from the previous church, hangs 
on the wall to the left as you enter.

Food notes: Assemble your own 
Brotzeit from some of the best local 
food in the region. On Thursdays, 
Partenkirchen’s weekly market day, 
buy smoked trout and other fish, 
cheeses produced in the mountains, 
or fresh vegetables grown just a few 
kilometers down the road. Otherwise, 
the green grocer across from St. Se-
bastian’s is a fine source for tomatoes, 
cucumbers, and fresh fruit. 

Across the street and reached via 
a small parking lot is beim Jochala, 
a butcher specializing in local meats 
(closed Wednesdays and some after-
noons). The store is always packed 
with locals. Try some raw smoked ham 
or smoked sausages made in Parten-
kirchen. 

Schönegger Alm (Ludwigstrasse 
22) sells fresh whole milk, buttermilk, 
cheeses, quark and yogurt produced 
by cows grazing on the flower-strewn 
mountain meadows. 

A few steps further up Ludwig-
strasse is Bäckerei Siess, baker of tra-
ditional Bavarian sourdough ryes and 
whole grain breads as well as Italian 
loaves. They also prepare a wide selec-
tion of pastries, tortes and cookies. 

Finally, at St. Anton Strasse 5, Frau 
Grasegger sells fresh goat cheese, 
made with milk from her goat herd. 
Another product is honey from the 
bees kept in her yard. Keep in mind 
this is a family home and time your 
visit between 9am and noon or 2pm 
and 4pm. The family dog doubles as a 
door bell.

key Websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all  
at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use dis-
count code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

http://www.gemut.com
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http://www.sbb.ch/en/
http://www.ski-europe.com
http://www.myswitzerland.com
http://www.germany-tourism.de
http://www.austria.info/us
http://www.historicgermany.com
http://www.thetravelinsider.info
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Spring airfares to Europe

Consolidator Air Fares
 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for 
shoulder-season travel and include tax & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get 
an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 7/31/2012. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa $158 $23
VW Golf $168 $24
Opel Astra (Auto) $193 $28
VW Passat  $226 $32
VW Passat  (Auto) $276 $39
Audi A4 $283 $40
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $262 $37
BMW 3 (auto/GPS) $330 $47
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $607  $87
VW Touran  $270 $39
VW Golf Wagon $185 $26
VW Passat Wagon $267 $38
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $733 $105   
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $441  $63
VW Sharan 7-pass $475 $68
VW Minibus 9-pass $632 $90

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $133

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through July 31, 2012, drive a Fullsize  Mer-
cedes C200 (or similar) in germany for a week 

for $262, including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$919 
Boston ..........................................$851
Chicago .........................................$912
Dallas ............................................$915 
Denver ..........................................$948
Los Angeles ..................................$948
Miami ............................................$857 
New York ......................................$765
Orlando .........................................$765
Seattle ..........................................$927
San Francisco ...............................$960
Washington DC ..............................$910
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $4000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

I-1GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement September 2009

800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
✴☛✭❊◗◗�✡�✼❊�❑❘❚�❊�❘��❑�❋❙�❙❙❍

❘�❊�◗❊❘�❏�❘���❙❚�❊❘❍�◗❊����❊❊❘✒
✶�❘�❙❘�Gemütlichkeit ❏❙�✕✔✠�❍��❙❘

✮❍�❙☛���❙���✒

Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com
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get the latest rail prices at gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $750 $638 $489    
21 consecutive days        $967 $823 $630
1 month                          $1191 $1014 $776
2 months                   $1680 $1429 $1094
3 months                  $2073 $1763 $1349
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $885 $753 $576 
15 days in 2 months   $1161 $988 $756

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $475 $404 $310
6 days in 2 months  $524 $447 $342
8 days in 2 months $620 $527 $404
10 days in 2 months $718 $611 $468
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $531 $452 $347
6 days in 2 months $580 $494 $378
8 days in 2 months $651 $575 $440
10 days in 2 months $772 $657 $503
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $585 $498 $381
6 days in 2 months $634 $539 $414
8 days in 2 months $731 $622 $476
10 days in 2 months $824 $701 $537 
15 days in 2 months   $1045 $889 $681
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $236 $166 $120 $85
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $27 $19 $14 $9

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $264 $225 $173 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 36 $ 30 $ 23

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $415 $342 $340 $293 $293
6 days in 2 months $463 $380 $378 $324 $324
8 days in 2 months $537 $447 $445 $388 $388
10 days in 2 months $618 $517 $515 $450 $450

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $315 (1Cl)   $217 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $38   $32

FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $291 $235 $254 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 43  $37 $37 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $248 $202 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 37 $ 31

FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $401 $343 $343 $293 $261
5 days in 2 months $447 $382 $382 $324   $293        
6 days in 2 months $493 $420 $420 $356 $321
7 days  in 2 months $540 $461 $461 $393 $351
8 days  in 2 months $590 $501 $501 $426 $382
9 days  in 2 months $634 $539 $539 $458 $413
10 days in 2 months $680 $578 $578 $491 $443
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $426 $363 $301
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 46 $40 $33
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $344 $263 $210 $265 $194
Avg. Extra Rail Day (7) $ 42 $28 $15 $29 $21   

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $424 $366 $366 $312 $313
6 days in 2 months $467 $399 $399 $343 $343
8 days  in 2 months $556 $475 $475 $409 $410
10 days in 2 months $648 $551 $551 $475 $474

GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $445 $336 $336 $272 $272
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $46 $35 $36 $27 $27

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $429 $388 $388 $351 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $332
6 days in 2 months $520 $469 $469 $416 $367
8 days  in 2 months $609 $550 $550 $478 $429
10 days in 2 months $699 $631 $631 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $453 $386 $318
6 days in 2 months $499 $424 $351
8 days in 2 months $588 $504 $415
10 days in 2 months $680 $582 $478
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $279 $228 $239 $196 $186
Avg Extra Rail Day $33 $27 $28 $23 $22
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $404 $344 $284
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 44  $38 $31

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $493 $308 $417 $262 $370 $231
8 consec. days   $711 $445 $604 $377 $533 $334
15 consec. days  $862 $538 $732 $458 $647  $404
22 consec. days  $993 $620 $844 $529 $744 $466
1 month $1093 $683 $930 $581 $821 $513
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $399 $251 $470 $294
4 days in 1 month  $486 $303 $570 $356
5 days in 1 month  $561 $351 $659 $412
6 days in 1 month  $637 $398 $751 $469
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $319 (1-Cl)  $216 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $241 (1-Cl)  $151 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2012
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee. For Eu-
ropean timetables go to www.bahn.de. 

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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C r u i s i n g  t h r o u g h  E u r o p e

®

Gemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special Offer

Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����

European River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River Cruises

Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings� Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBE

� days� Budapest to Passau� From ����

DANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERY

� days� Vienna to Nürnberg� From ����

RHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERY

� days� Nürnberg to Basel� From ����

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINE

� days� Basel to Amsterdam� From ����

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL

�� days� Amsterdam to Basel� From ����

EUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELS

�� days� Buapest to Amsterdam� From ����

EUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Vienna to Amsterdam� From ����

EASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLORER

�� days� Vienna to Bucharest� From ����

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE

�� days� Paris to Nürnberg� From ����

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE

�� days� Paris to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERY

�� days� Basel to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Amsterdam to Bucharest� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORER

�� days� Basel to Bucharest� From ����

For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone GemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeit

������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� press option �press option �press option �press option �press option �

When you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with Uniworld

• Shore excursions included

• Non�smoking ships

• English language only

• Unpack only once

• Most deluxe ships in Europe

• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available � stay in touch

• Small ship ambiance (��� to ��� guests)

• Hotel�style beds

• Terry cloth robes

• Satellite TV in cabins

• Fitness Center

Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On 2012
European Holiday River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

CLASSIC CHRISTMAS MARKETS
 8 days, Nürnberg to Frankfurt. From $1999*

DAnubE HOLiDAy MArkEtS
 8 days, Budapest to Passau. From $2049*

EurOpEAn HOLiDAy MArkEtS
 8 days, Vienna to Nürnberg. From $1999*

GrAnD cHriStMAS & nEw yEAr’S cruiSE
 13 days, Nürnberg to Budapest. From $3699

pAriSiAn wintEr HOLiDAy
 8 days, Paris to Paris. From $1999

rHinE HOLiDAy MArkEtS 
 8 days, Paris to Paris. From $2099*

Big savings for early Booking these 2012 cruises

LEGEnDAry rHinE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $3899**

EurOpEAn SErEnADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam. From $4199**

GrAnD EurOpEAn rivEr vOyAGE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Istanbul. From $9299***

GrAnD EurOpEAn SErEnADE
 27 days, Amsterdam to Bucharest. From $9199***

GrAnD EurOpEAn ExpLOrEr
 29 days, Basel to Bucharest. From $9399***
(*  $900 per couple discount if paid in full at the time of booking)
(**  $500 per couple discount if book and deposit by Feb. 29)
(*** $800 per couple discount if book and deposit by Feb. 29)

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• non-smoking ships
• English language only
• unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

For free catalog or to book space phone gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Additional 

discounts for 

Gemut Readers 

on select 2012 

cruises

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• terrycloth robes
• Satellite tv in cabins
• Fitness center
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almost black. An unusual nine-foot 
St. Christopher, the largest fresco 
on the left wall, depicts a vigorous, 
young man instead of the usual old 
man carrying Christ on his shoulder. 
On the arch separating the choir from 
the nave are the Twelve Apostles as 
well as the church’s patron, St. Martin 
(shown with a goose). Behind the Ba-
roque altar, made in 1670 in Garmisch, 
are remnants of early stained glass 
windows. 

Twice Garmisch almost lost the 
Alte Kirche. By the 18th Century, the 
congregation had outgrown the church 
and the “new” St. Martin’s was built. 
The diocese decided to tear down the 
old building, but Garmischers pro-
tested and the church was reprieved.  
Once more, in 1804 during the Secu-
larization when Bavaria lost numerous 
churches and monasteries, the Alte 
Kirche was untouched after being 
turned into a hay barn.  

To see Richard Strauss’s villa 
retrace your steps back to Fürsten-
strasse, continue along Frühlingstrasse 
to Grasbergstraße, turn right and 
then left onto Zoeppritzstrasse. Find 
Strauss’s Art Nouveau home at Num-
ber 42. It is privately owned and not 
open to visitors. Strauss’ grandson still 
lives in the vicinity.

Return to Frühlingstrasse, turn 
right, and continue across the covered 
bridge. Dogleg to the left. Look for the 
onion-shaped tower and head toward 
the new St. Martin’s, built between 
1730 and 1734 by Josef Schmuzer, who 
also designed St. Anton’s overlooking 
Partenkirchen. The church is a Rococo 
gem, typical of the style that swept 
Bavaria in the mid 1700s. 

Across the street is the former town 
hall, built in 1759, which also housed 
a tavern, school rooms and a bakery. 
The gray building occupied by the 
Alte Apotheke was completed in 1795. 
A pharmacy, the first in the valley, has 
been on the site since 1822.

Remain on the same side of the 
street as St. Martin’s and continue 
to the right around the bend to Alp-
spitzstrasse. On the corner before the 
traffic light is a stark memorial to the 
44 Jewish citizens of Garmisch and 
Partenkirchen forced to leave in 1938. 

The plaque reveals the fate of eight of 
the people: four committed suicide, 
one man died as a result of the forced 
eviction, a woman vanished with no 
further trace at Theresienstadt, another 
died at Piaski, a concentration camp 
near Lublin, Poland, and yet another 
woman perished at Auschwitz in 1943.

Stop at family-owned Cafe Thron, 
for Kaffee und Kuchen. You’ll find the 
best Apfelstrudel and Torten in Gar-
misch, plus a variety of coffee drinks 
and teas.

Head back to the pedestrian zone. 
Stop at Mohrenplatz and admire the 
house, zum Polz’n Kaspar. Parts of 
the building date to the 1590s. Lin-
ger in the small garden, an oasis of 
hollyhocks, herbs, nasturtiums, and 
hydrangeas. The fence, thin branches 
woven through upright poles, is a 
traditional regional style.

Another landmark stands at the 
corner of the pedestrian zone and 
Klammstrasse, now the St. Antonius 
pharmacy. By 1355, the property 
belonged to the Wessobrunn Abbey, 
which granted use of the house and 
land in exchange for  accommodations 
for merchants and traders. The prop-
erty has been owned by the same fam-
ily for 450 years.  

Remnants of Garmisch’s 8th 
Century settlement were found in 
Klammstrasse, now a busy street with 
restaurants and shops. From here, 
it’s a short walk back through the pe-
destrian zone to the Kurpark, where 
restoration for sore feet awaits at the 
Kneipp foot bath.

Walking/Hiking
A walk to the Riessersee is a fine 

introduction for nonhikers. From Gar-
misch’s St. Martin’s Strasse, head left 
on Riesserseestrasse across the valley 
floor to a footpath that leads up the 
Hausburg. After a fairly vigorous—but 
short—climb (with numerous, strate-
gically-placed benches), the path leads 
to a hotel and then  through the woods 
around the small lake. After circling 
the lake, the Riessersee Seehaus’ large 
terrace filled with shaded tables is a 
perfect stopping point for a cool beer. 

The hike to Gschwandtnerbauer is 
rewarding for the views along the trail 

and the food that awaits at the destina-
tion. Begin on Ludwigstrasse, branch 
off to Doktor Wiggerstrasse and then 
up the mountain on a path across the 
meadows with a spectacular view of 
the Alpspitze and Zugspitze.

Continue toward the Pfeifferalm 
and on to Gschwandtnerbauer. The 
last 20 minutes are an uphill pull, but 
the path is not precarious. The trail 
leads across steep pastures, the graz-
ing grounds for a highly endangered 
heritage breed of cattle, the Murnau-
Werdenfelser. Gschwandtnerbauer, a 
tiny farm community, is known for 
its small restaurant and beer garden 
with authentic Bavarian food. Fam-
ily owned, the food is prepared in a 
kitchen on a wood-burning stove. If 
you order Tafelspitz or another beef 
dish you’ll be eating like a local. The 
Topfenstrudel (quark strudel) is a 
favorite. Besides beef, the herd also 
produces the menu’s dairy products, 
including buttermilk which competes 
with beer as the perfect drink on a hot 
day. Topfenstrudel frequently runs out, 
so order it as soon as you arrive. Open 
10am to 6pm. Closed on Mondays and 
Thursdays. 

The trail to Wamberg, first men-
tioned in local records in the 12th 
Century, begins near the Kainzenbad 
in Partenkirchen. A rocky path up the 
mountain eventually opens onto wide 
meadows, with herds of sheep and 
cattle munching grass and mountain 
flowers. The tiny, agricultural com-
munity has been spared the intrusion 
of new buildings. Rocks on the roofs 
of the old farm houses anchor them 
firmly to the ground. Its small church, 
St. Anna, was constructed in 1721 and 
is noted for the high altar by a local 
sculptor, Andreas Onich. A small res-
taurant (closed Mondays) with plenty 
of good beer, local sausages, and bread 
will provide the fuel needed for the 
walk back down the mountain.

Germany’s highest mountain, the 
Zugspitze (9,718 feet), is connected to 
Garmisch by the Bayrische Zugspitz-
bahn. The terminal is located next to 
the main railroad station, but there 
are also stops in Grainau and Eibsee. 
On a clear day, board the narrow-gage 
train for a  spectacular ride that heads 
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Reindl’s Partenkirchner Hof
The Reindl family has provided 

guests with a warm atmosphere and 
quiet elegance for 100 years.

A newly-remodeled formal restau-
rant as well as a warm, sunlit winter 
garden, bar and lounge, and a smaller 
dining room provide carefully pre-
pared selections of French cuisine. 

Rooms (request one that does 
not face on Bahnhofstrasse, the main 
street) are individually decorated in 
Bavarian style with special touches 
of hand-crafted pottery and carvings 
from Oberammergau. Many are deco-
rated with antique cabinets. Suites are 
extremely comfortable for extended 
stays and provide plenty of room for 
family groups. 

Most rooms have balconies with 
incredible views of the Wetterstein 
range and Zugspitze.

The wellness area contains a 
relaxation room with Kachelofen (ce-
ramic tile heater) several showers with 
marble and tile walls, saunas, as well 
as an ice fountain. A small fitness room 
and large pool, as well as an outdoor 
garden, offer space for quiet and relax-
ation.

Herr Reindl, whose family has 
owned the hotel since 1931, is a daily 
presence. He trained as a chef at the 
Hotel Vierjahreszeiten in Munich and 
then worked at Maxim’s in Paris, Clar-
idge’s in London, and Brenner’s Park 
Hotel in Baden-Baden. In 1959, when 
the hotel was restored to his family’s 
care, he came home to manage it along 
with his mother and wife. Today his 
daughter, the third generation of his 
family, is in charge.

Contact: Bahnhofstrasse 15, tel. 
+49/8821/94387-0, info@reindls.de, 
www.reindls.de
Daily Rates: Doubles €116-170
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20

Hotel Aschenbrenner
Occupying  the former vaca-

tion villa of the Prince of Reuss, a 
Thuringian principality, it’s easy to 
imagine noble inhabitants in this 
cheerful, three-story home built on 
the bank of the Loisach River, located 
between the Alte Kirche and the Gar-

misch pedestrian zone. The rooms 
have their own, individual character, 
and large windows assure plenty of 
light and fresh mountain air. Many 
rooms have balconies with mountain 
views. The former grand entrance is 
now a wood-paneled breakfast room. 
Although the hotel doesn’t have a 
restaurant, guests can book half pen-
sion and enjoy the very good food at 
the nearby Husar.

Contact: Loisachstrasse 46, tel. 
+49/8821/95 97 0, info@hotel-aschen-
brenner.de, www.hotel-aschen-
brenner.de
Daily Rates: Singles €58-79, doubles 
€96-130. Halfboard €24
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

Hotel Edelweiss Garni
Not to be confused with the U.S. 

Army’s Edelweiss Resort, this hotel is 
tucked away on a side street along the 
Loisach River, just a few minutes’ walk 
from the back entrance to the Kurpark. 
From there, it’s a very pleasant stroll  
through manicured gardens to the 
center of Garmisch.

Edelweiss began life as a farm-
house, and has evolved into an exqui-
site hotel filled with painted wooden 
ceilings, antique wall fixtures and 
furniture, and local wood carvings. 
An included buffet breakfast is served 
in an elegant, wood-paneled Früh-
stückszimmer and several small Stuben 
entice guests to enjoy an afternoon or 
evening drink. Bright, cheerfully fur-
nished rooms are equipped with wifi, 
television, and radio and many have 
a balcony or terrace which adjoins the 
garden with panorama views of the 
mountains.

Contact: Martinswinkelstr. 15-17, tel. 
+49/8821/2454 or 2458, www.hotele-
delweiss.de/english/garmisch.html
Daily Rates: Doubles €45-75, 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20

Landhaus Pitzner
This is a perfect choice for a family 

or small group of friends planning to 
stay four or more nights. This Ferien-
wohnung (vacation apartment) on the 
edge of Partenkirchen, is a 10 minute 
walk from the heart of town. A gently 
gurgling stream runs past the front of 
the house and from the balconies, the 
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across the valley floor, dotted with 
grazing cattle and small hay barns. 
The train route goes through forests 
before heading into the gaping mouths 
of tunnels, and finally deposits visitors 
at the Schneefern Glacier, almost at 
the peak of the mountain. 

Surprisingly, the summit is quite 
busy. The German-Austrian border bi-
sects the mountain, several restaurants 
ensure that no one will go hungry or 
thirsty, and a post office transforms or-
dinary postcards into souvenirs bearing 
the Zugspitze cancellation mark. And 
of course, there is an unforgettable view 
of alpine peaks and the valley floor, and 
if the day is extremely clear, of some of 
the taller buildings in Munich.

For a very special summer excur-
sion, the restaurant occasionally offers 
a Bavarian Evening, which includes 
the ride to the summit from Garmisch, 
a buffet meal of Bavarian specialities, 
and lively traditional music. See www.
zugspitze.de/de/aktuell/veranstal-
tungen/bayerischer-abend.htm

hotels 

Hotel Zugspitze
This family-owned hotel, origi-

nally a farm house expanded over the 
years, attracts many repeat visitors. 
Comfortable rooms are outfitted with 
Alpine-style furniture and equipped 
with Jura coffee makers and 
complimentary mini-bars that 
offer beer and wine as well as 
non-alcoholic drinks. Many rooms also 
have a kitchen nook with stove and 
refrigerator. Balconies provide breath-
taking mountain views. 

Comfortable lounge chairs around 
the indoor swimming pool provide 
a restful view of trompe d’oeil arches 
garlanded with flowers and a view of 
the Wetterstein range. The wellness 
area offers saunas and a Heubad (a bath 
in a wooden tub followed by a roll in 
sweet-smelling hay).

Contact: Klammstrasse 19, 
tel.+49/8821/9010, info@hotel-zug-
spitze.de, www.hotel-zugspitze.de
Daily Rates: Double €93-164. Single 
supplement: €60. Rates include dinner 
and afternoon Jause. 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 18/20
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Contact: Klammstraße 19, tel. 
+49/8821 9010, info@hotel-zugspitze.
de, www.hotel-zugspitze.de   
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20 

Zum wildschütz
Tucked behind Garmisch’s pedes-

trian zone, this is among the most pop-
ular restaurants, so reserve a table for 
dinner as soon as you arrive in town. 
Though the menu offers typical Bavar-
ian specialties, such as Tafelspitzbrühe 
(the broth from boiled beef), fresh 
trout, the homey Bauerngröstl (a 
hash of pork, potatoes, onions, 
vegetables, and a fried egg), and 
Schweinshaxe, the kitchen is known 
for seasonal wild dishes. Hirsch (veni-
son) and Wildschwein (wild boar) are 
prepared as filets, braises or Goulasch. 
Pfifferlinge and Steinpilze are served in 
a creamy sauce over dumplings or per-
haps tucked into an omelette. Brotzeit 
platters (sausages and cheeses with 
crusty bread, radishes and pickles) are 
also popular. Tables are large, so you 
may be asked to share with others, but 
that only makes the restaurant’s warm 
Bavarian atmosphere more genuine. 
Per person dinners €20-30.

Contact: Bankgasse 9, tel. +49/8821/32 
90 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20

Vaun
Vaun opened in late spring, 2011, 

and has already won loyal customers 
who value careful cooking using lo-
cal products. The chef sources most of 
his ingredients locally, and showcases 
meats, cheeses, fruits, and vegetables 
from Werdenfels farms. A variety of 
jams, vinegars, and syrups produced 
(often from foraged ingredients) by a 
husband-and-wife team in Mittenwald 
is arrayed on shelves in the front of 
the restaurant. The kitchen incorpo-
rates these condiments into the menu 
and customers can take their favorite 
choices home. 

Menu choices are not strictly Ger-
man, but include international selec-
tions as well. Choices (which change 
according to the season) include 
pasta with duck and Asian-influenced 
dishes. The daily special may include 
a turkey schnitzel in cream sauce 
with mushrooms served over buttery 

mashed potatoes. A cup of hot apple 
juice, produced from apple trees grow-
ing in the owner’s garden, comple-
ments the turkey well. Per person 
dinners €25-30.

Contact: Zugspitzstraße 2, tel. 
+49/8821/730 8187   
Rating: Quality 17/20,  Value 17/20

Gasthof Fraundorfer
Touristy though it undeniably is—

at least early in the evening—every 
Partenkirchen visitor should dine at 
least once in this family-owned 
institution. The hearty farm-
style food, a rustic atmosphere 
that hasn’t changed in the five decades 
Gemütlichkeit personnel have been 
going there, and the late-night local 
characters, blend perfectly with the 
mountain music and Schuhplättler 
dancing to create a unique experience. 
Don’t miss it. 

There are also simple rooms to rent. 
Ask for the Haus Barbara annex.

Contact: Ludwigstr. 24, tel.+49/8821 
92 70, info@gasthof-fraundorfer.de, 
www.gasthof-fraundorfer.de
Rating: Quality 13/20,  Value 17/20

view leads across Partenkirchen’s roof-
tops toward the massive Wetterstein 
mountain range and the Zugspitze. 

The apartments, spread over 
three floors but accessible by an el-
evator, range from 92 to 155 square 
meters and can accommodate up to 
six people. Each unit offers separate 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, satellite TV, 
and CD/DVD players. Kitchens in-
clude a microwave and oven as well as 
an enviable amount of counter space. 
A full size dining room table along 
with dishes and silverware make self-
catering a pleasure. Although break-
fast is not served, a Semmel service 
delivers fresh breakfast rolls every 
morning. Laundry facilities are avail-
able in the basement.

Contact: Brunnhäuslweg 10, tel. 
+49/8821/943 9070, mail@landhaus-
pitzner.de, www.landhaus-pitzner.de/
Daily Rates: €149-189
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20

restaurants
Restaurants abound in Garmisch- 

Partenkirchen, but too many cater to 
the one-time visits of tourists and offer 
sloppy or lazy cooking. Besides those 
already mentioned in this story, the 
following establishments provide ex-
cellent meals: 

Joseph Naus Stube
This Bavarian gem (part of Hotel 

Zugspitze) is named after the first man 
credited with climbing the Zugspitze 
in 1820. The wood paneling and tables 
create an atmosphere of warmth on 
even the snowiest of nights, and the 
meals that come from the kitchen 
provide all the energy needed to en-
dure an Alpine winter. Committed to 
regional foods, management is justifi-
ably proud of its Murnau-Werdenfelser 
beef. Look for this heritage meat pre-
pared as Tafelspitz, Bofflamott, or Rou-
lade. Wild specialties include Pfifferlinge 
(chanterelles), Steinpilz (porcini), veni-
son and rabbit. Both meat and cheese 
fondues are served. The cheese comes 
from nearby Ettal, just a few miles 
away, and the mixed meat fondue 
includes Murnau-Werdenfelser filet. 
Brotzeit platters feature local cheeses, 
as well as sausages and dried beef from 
the Mu-We. Per person dinners €25-35.

BERlIN WWII SITES 
Continued from page 1

and flanked by two T34 tanks. The me-
morial is very close to Brandenburg 
Gate and worth a visit. en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Soviet_War_Memorial_(Tier-
garten)

• From Brandenburg Gate, walk 
along Wilhelmstrasse, to the site of 
Hitler’s Reichskanzlei (Reich Chan-
cellery), which today is an apart-
ment block and a Chinese restaurant. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reich_Chan-
cellery 

• Hermann Goering’s Reichsluft-
fahrtministerium (Imperial Ministry 
of Aviation) is only a few hundred 
yards farther along. The building has 
been described as being “in the typical 
style of National Socialist intimida-
tion architecture.” The vast structure 
served the growing bureaucracy of the 
Luftwaffe and Germany’s civil aviation 
authority, offering space to 4,000 office 
workers. After the war, the building, 
which survived with very little dam-
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• Another major collection of 
documents and historic materials is 
at the Museum of Allied Forces in 
Zehlendorf. The focus here is on the 
war’s long aftermath. 

There is a British “Hastings” four-
engine propeller airplane, a railroad 
car from a French military train, and 
the original guardhouse of Checkpoint 
Charlie on Friedrichstrasse (the one 
placed there now is a replica). The 
museum is housed in the former U.S. 
forces cinema “The Outpost,” and 
has memorabilia from the time of the 
Allied (or, since the spring of 1948, 
not-so-allied) Forces rule of Berlin. It 
can be reached by subway (line U3 to 
station Oskar-Helene-Heim, then a 
few blocks north on foot), and is a nice 
stopover from the city center on the 
way to the next site. www.alliiertenmu-
seum.de/en/0.php

• Cecilienhof Palace in Potsdam 
is the site of the Potsdam conference. 
This charming mock-Tudor palace, 
completed in 1917, is where Truman, 
Churchill and Stalin met to decide 
how to proceed after the victory in 
Europe, known as the Potsdam Agree-
ment. The meeting is commemorated 
in the palace courtyard by a big red 
star of flowers. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Cecilienhof

• Back in the city, a visit to the re-
mains of one of the large anti-aircraft 
defense (flak) bunkers is of interest. 
It is located at Humboldthain, quite 
close to the city center. The reinforced 
concrete tower had 12-foot thick foun-
dations and inner and outer walls 
offering another 11.5 feet of protection. 
Most of the tower was demolished af-
ter the war, but the north face was too 
close to the railway, and is a preferred 
site for climbers now. The bunker can 
be toured between April and October. 
The platforms at the top of the tower 
offer beautiful views of the city center.  
www.berlindude.com/volkspark-hum-
boldthain.html

• The battle of Berlin took many 
lives, and thus there are many war 
cemeteries in and around the city. 
Probably the most impressive is the 
huge (40 acres) Soviet War Memorial 
in Treptower Park, built in stalinistic 
monumental architecture style. The 

age, was used by the Soviet military 
administration until 1948, and from 
1947-49 by the German Economic 
Commission, which became the top 
administrative body in the Soviet Oc-
cupation Zone. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Ministry_of_Aviation_(Germany)

• Tempelhof Airport, reached by a 
brisk walk of about two miles straight 
along Wilhelmstrasse and Mehring-
damm (or take Subway U 6 to “Platz 
der Luftbrücke” station), has been de-
scribed by architect Sir Norman Foster 
as “the mother of all airports.” Built in 
the monumental style that characteriz-
es many buildings of that era between 
the World Wars, it was once among the 
20 largest buildings on earth. Its size 
can now be fully experienced by visi-
tors as the airport has been closed for 
air traffic since 2008 and the airfield is 
now a public park. 

During the war, the building, 
which has an underground railway 
running its three-quarters of a mile 
length, was an aircraft factory. It was 
used as a military airfield by the US 
Air Force from 1945 until 1994, and 
is best remembered for its role in the 
famous airlift to supply Berliners 
with the necessities of life during the 
Soviet Union’s blockade of the city. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Tempel-
hof_Airport 

• One of the least-known of Ber-
lin’s WWII sites, the German-Russian 
Museum in Berlin-Karlshorst, has an 
enormous amount of well-presented 
material. This is where the uncondi-
tional surrender of the Wehrmacht was 
signed in May, 1945. Formerly known 
as the “Museum of Victory over Nazi 
Germany in the Great Fatherlands 
War,” this rather unassuming villa 
on the outskirts of Berlin is within 
a complex that housed the General 
Command of Soviet forces in East 
Germany. There is the usual display of 
armory such as a T34 tank and Katyu-
sha rocket launcher in the garden. The 
hall where the surrender was signed is 
preserved intact. The museum is eight 
miles from the city center and not well 
connected by public transport (train 
S3 from Friedrichstrasse to Karlshorst 
station, then bus 396 and a short walk).  
www.museum-karlshorst.de/

central area is lined on both sides by 
16 stone sarcophagi, made from trav-
ertine marble taken from the destroyed 
Reichskanzlei, with relief carvings of 
military scenes and quotes from Sta-
lin. The impressive focal point is the 
39-foot high statue of a Soviet soldier 
with a sword standing over a broken 
swastika and holding a German child. 
This memorial is interesting, beyond 
its historic significance as a prime 
example of “Soviet Realism” art. It 
can be reached by S-Bahn (station 
Treptower Park) and a one-mile walk 
to the park. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/So-
viet_War_Memorial_(Treptower_Park)

• The last two sites are outside 
Berlin. First is Sachsenhausen Concen-
tration Camp, near Oranienburg. Built 
in 1936, it acquired a special role in 
the Nazi system as the administrative 
headquarters for all German concentra-
tion camps. More than 200,000 people 
were imprisoned  here between 1936 
and 1945 and tens of thousands died 
of starvation, disease, forced labor, and 
mistreatment. Many more died dur-
ing the death marches following the 
camp’s evacuation at the end of April 
1945. It is a sad irony of history that 
following the defeat of Nazi Germany 
it continued operation as Soviet Special 
Camp No. 7 until it was closed in 1950.

Sachsenhausen can be reached by 
S-Bahn (station Oranienburg), with 
a short walk from the station. www.
stiftung-bg.de/gums/en/index.htm

• Seelow Heights Memorial is 
near the Polish border, about 45 miles 
from Berlin. This humble ridge of no 
more than 50 meters in height appears 
innocent enough today, but it posed 
a serious impediment to the Soviet 
onslaught in the Battle of Berlin, giv-
ing the German forces free shooting 
range over about 10 miles of flat land. 
The small museum commemorates 
the battle in which nearly one-million 
Soviet and Polish troops opposed 
about 110,000 German forces. Alas, the 
website is only in German, but there 
is a good article on the battle on Wiki-
pedia. www.gedenkstaette-seelower-
hoehen.de/) 

(Ed. Note: Karsten Horn is a lifelong 
Berliner, a World War II history buff, and 
a friend of Gemütlichkeit.)

http://www.alliiertenmuseum.de/en/0.php
http://www.alliiertenmuseum.de/en/0.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecilienhof
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecilienhof
http://www.berlindude.com/volkspark-humboldthain.html
http://www.berlindude.com/volkspark-humboldthain.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Aviation_(Germany)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Aviation_(Germany)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Tempelhof_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Tempelhof_Airport
http://www.museum-karlshorst.de/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_War_Memorial_(Treptower_Park)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_War_Memorial_(Treptower_Park)
http://www.stiftung-bg.de/gums/en/index.htm
http://www.stiftung-bg.de/gums/en/index.htm
http://www.gedenkstaette-seelower-hoehen.de/
http://www.gedenkstaette-seelower-hoehen.de/

