
www.gemut.com  September 2012 

Continued on page 10…

Continued on page 3…

Continued on page 2…

I

O

Dear 
Subscriber

Exchange rates as of 9/19/12
1 euro = $1.29
Swiss franc = $1.07               
1 gal. diesel, Germany=$7.48

GEMüTLICHKEIT
The Travel Letter for Germany, Austria & Switzerland

Why Germany, Austria, Switzerland?

EINSIEDELN

by Sharon Hudgins

Ancient Speyer on the Rhine

by Phyllis Meras

t was in the ninth century that  
Meinrad, a Benedictine monk 
carrying a small carving of the 

Virgin, quit teaching in Zürich to find 
a quiet place to worship. Some five 

miles from the 
Lake of Zürich, in a 

pine forest surrounded by mountains 
and known then as the Dark Woods, 
he built a hut beside a spring. So he 
would not be unduly distracted from 
his prayers, the story goes, he trained 
two fledgling ravens to forage for 
food. Today, the site of his hut is Ein-
siedeln, the most important pilgrimage 
site in Switzerland.

For many years, Meinrad lived his 
peaceful life, communing with God 
and nature. But rumors spread that 
the pious monk had riches in his forest 
hideaway and two robbers from Zürich 
murdered him.

But that was hardly the end of the 

matter. Meinrad’s ravens followed the 
evil pair back to Zürich, croaking furi-
ously above the men’s heads to attract 
attention. When the murderers took 
refuge in an inn, legend has it, the 
ravens tapped on the windowpanes 
until inn patrons and the innkeeper 
took notice. They followed the ravens 
to the body of the hermit in the for-
est. Ultimately, the murderers were 
executed. 

After Meinrad’s death, his aban-
doned hermitage fell into decay, but 
enough of it remained to attract other 
hermits to the site. Then, in the 10th 
century, those hermits were persuad-
ed to become part of a Benedictine 
monastery that was built on the site 
of Meinrad’s hut. But the night before 
the consecration of the monastery 
church, a voice is said to have told the 
bishop that the church had already 
been consecrated by Christ himself. 

ne of the oldest settlements on 
the Rhine, Speyer’s history is 
long, with evidence from ar-

cheological digs showing that the city 
and the fertile plains around it have 
been inhabited for 5,000 years. Add-
ing this rich heritage to a vibrant, his-

torical center, whose 
focal point is a mas-

sive Romanesque cathedral, equals a 
destination worthy of your time.

A Roman military camp was estab-
lished here in 10 B.C., and eventually a 
civilian town grew up around it. Long 
after the Romans left, churches and 
monasteries were built in the 6th and 
7th centuries. Later, as an important 
free city of the Holy Roman Empire, 
from 1294-1779, Speyer hosted 50 
sessions of the imperial parliament, 
the last in 1529 during the religious 

Reformation, which led to the formal 
schism in the Catholic Church and the 
establishment of Protestantism.

Even though much of Speyer was 
burned by French troops in 1689, a 
few of its medieval monuments re-
main, including the Kaiserdom (Im-
perial Cathedral), which towers above 
the city. This magnificent church 
alone is enough reason to visit. Ini-
tially constructed between 1030 and 
1061, it was at that time the largest 
Romanesque-style building in Eu-
rope. Later additions, partial destruc-
tion, and reconstruction turned it into 
the structure seen today; a huge red 
sandstone basilica, with four towers 

Some years ago, just prior to one 
of our annual trips to Germany, Aus-
tria, Switzerland, before there was 
a Gemütlichkeit, a young woman at 
a cocktail party inquired about our 
destination. When I said Germany 
she got a puzzled look on her face 
and asked a simple question, “why?” 
She seemed curious in the same way 
that one might wonder why someone 
would go swimming in Lake Michi-
gan on New Year’s Day. Through 
body language and a careful choice 
of words, she intimated no one in 
their right mind would pick Germany 
or Austria for a European vacation. 
Switzerland might be OK, but the 
Swiss were pretty cold fish and bor-
ing besides. France and Italy were the 
places she and her friends visited.

Seeing the conversation was a 
lost cause, I quickly retreated. Over 
the years I have had enough similar 
exchanges and tepid “Oh, how nice” 
comments concerning our choices of 
European destinations to now fully 
understand that Germany, Austria, 
and Switzerland are not, at least for 
many people, fashionable. Friends 
get misty-eyed over Italy and des-
tination droppers slip place names 
like Provence and Tuscany into the 
conversation. The likes of Bavaria, 
Graubünden, and the Tirol are “sim-
ply not done, my dear.”

For its annual travel issue, German 
Life magazine has asked us to write a 
short piece on behalf of the German-
speaking countries. So for the last few 
weeks I’ve been doing a sort of “how 
do I love thee; let me count the ways” 
exercise: reasons to choose these three 
countries as travel destinations.

First Things First
A good place to start such a list is 

(Bob Bestor is traveling. Though this col-
umn was written 14 years ago, its subject 
matter is valid today.) 
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with breakfast. The German, Austrian, 
Swiss (for now, let’s just collectively 
refer to them as Germanic countries 
or GC) buffet is a marvelous collection 
of the very freshest dairy products, 
rolls and bread, sliced meats, jams 
and jellies (often house-made), vari-
ous juices, often fresh fruit, usually a 
variety of cereals—including a pre-
mixed concoction of müsli and yogurt 
to which I am partial—and coffee or 
tea. These are just the basics; at more 
expensive hotels the spread can be a 
lot more elaborate and include such 
items as omelettes, fancy baked goods, 
and so on. The GC breakfast included 
in the price of the hotel room is the 
most bountiful we have experienced in 
Europe; much superior, for example, 
to the French continental breakfast of 
coffee and a croissant (admittedly an 
excellent coffee and croissant) or the 
Italian morning repast which some-
times is just coffee. 

Transportation
Road or rail, no European trans-

port system can match GC Let’s start 
with Switzerland’s rail system, hands 
down the best on the continent —
maybe the world; 1800 stations in a 
country the size of Maine, all sched-
uled to mesh beautifully with the 
country’s huge complex of light rail, 
boat, and bus networks. Of course, 
there is rail service to both Geneva and 
Zürich airports. At the end of a trip 
earlier this month, we needed to get 

from Brig, near the Italian border, to 
the Zürich Airport in the north to catch 
an afternoon plane to San Francisco. 
It was snowing heavily and we had to 
get over, around or under the rugged 
Bernese Oberland. After an 8:30am 
breakfast at our Brig hotel, we walked 
five minutes to the station, through 
the snow, to catch a 9:57am InterCity. 
Even without reservations we had no 
trouble finding a pair of facing win-
dow seats which we never left until 
just after 1pm when, right on time, we 
rolled into the Zürich Airport. There 
were almost three hours to kill before 
our flight.

Germany’s 160mph ICE trains are 
another high-tech wonder and Aus-
tria’s rail system is also first-rate. For 
all the jokes about it, and the average 
U.S. tourist’s wariness of it, Germany’s 
Autobahn system is another marvel. 
But perhaps the best thing about GC 
roads is that even the smallest, most 
obscure country lane is meticulously 
maintained. They get the highest 
marks from this veteran California 
pothole dodger.

And where are the least expensive 
car rentals in Europe? Germany, of 
course, where at this writing (Ed. note: 
1998) you can reserve a BMW 316i for 
$120 a week or midsize Opel Vectra for 
about $100, not including tax. 

Music
Sorry, Italy, France, Scandinavia, 

Benelux, Balkans, Iberian Peninsula, 
but we’ve got most of the big hitters. 
Sure, we love guys like Grieg and Sibe-

lius (Scandinavia); Debussy, Ravel and 
Faure (France), Vivaldi, Puccini and 
Verdi (Italy), and Russia, of course, is 
understandably proud of Tchaikovsky, 
Shostakovich and Prokofiev, but the 
heart of the GC batting order is Mo-
zart, Beethoven and Brahms. Plus, 
with the likes of Frank Schubert, Gus 
Mahler and the Strauss boys, Joe and 
Dick (no relation), we have an ex-
tremely deep bench. A fella like Franz 
Lehar is just a pinch-hitter for our 
side. We’ve got a few decent orches-
tras, too, like about 20 really top-flight 
ones in such towns as Vienna, Berlin, 
Salzburg, Zürich, Munich, and even 
Bamberg and Bern.

Food
Well, maybe there you have us. 

The food in Italy and France is aw-
fully good. In fact, if I had to choose 
just one cuisine for the rest of my 
life it would be Italian. Pasta every 
day would be no problem. Even so, 
I consider the Germanic elements of 

Continued on page 11…
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Einsiedeln BasicsEINSIEDELN
Continued from page 1 Population: 8,850

Elevation: 2900 feet (900 meters)

Tourist Office: Einsiedeln Tourismus, 
Hauptstrasse 85, 8840 Einsiedeln, tel. 
+41/55-418-4488,  fax +41/55-418- 
4480, www.einsiedeln.ch, info@
einsiedeln-tourismus.ch.
Driving distances: 
Zürich        40 km/24 mi                       
Lucerne     50 km/31 mi 
Stuttgart  248 km/154 mi 
Munich  328 km/204 mi

Nearest airport:  
Zürich     66 km/41 mi

Rail connections: Near hourly train 
service from Zürich with change in 
Wadenswil.

Special Events: Chilbi Festival, 
Klosterplatz, last Sunday, Monday, 
and Tuesday in August; Engel Weihe 
(Candle Lighting) at and around 
the monastery, September 14.; Weih-
nachtsmarkt, December 1-9 at the 
Klosterplatz

Upon hearing this the Pope declared 
the consecration to be a miracle and of-
fered indulgences for all who came on 
pilgrimage to Einsiedeln. And to this 
day, the pious of many countries make 
the journey annually. Half a million 
visitors were recorded at the monas-
tery last year. 

Over the centuries, however, fires 
have gutted the original buildings time 
after time. Today’s immense structure 
was built in the 18th century. Its 150-
yard long façade with towers at each 
end  and a broad staircase leading to 
the main door, fronts on the Kloster-
platz, a spacious square with a Ba-
roque fountain as its centerpiece. The 
fountain sits  above the Spring of our 
Lady, believed to have been Meinrad’s 
water source. The devout often pause 
to drink from its 14 spouts. 

Soon after the ensemble’s construc-
tion, the English historian Edward 
Gibbon (author of The Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire), seeing the monas-
tery for the first time, exclaimed that a 
palace seemed to have been erected by 
magic in a savage scene of woods and 
mountains.

Inside the monastery church today 
the great attraction for pilgrims is the 
Black Madonna, said to perform mir-
acles. This little figure, some believe, 
is the same one Meinrad had when he 
moved to the Dark Woods. (Art histori-
ans, however, set its creation at a much 
later date, estimating it was carved in 
the area of Lake Constance 500- to 600- 
years after Meinrad.) The Madonna’s 
and Child’s faces were originally 
flesh-colored but were blackened by 
years of smoke from church candles. 
Since Black Madonnas are especially 
venerated, after the original smoke and 
smudge were cleaned from the faces 
of the Mother and Child in the early 
19th century, it was decided to actually 
paint both  faces black and they have 
been so ever since. Both Mother and 
Child are clad in a richly embroidered 
cape that is changed depending on the 
religious holiday. The black marble 
Chapel of Our Lady, where the figure 
is kept,  is thought to stand  exactly on 

the ruins of Meinrad’s altar.

Currently, the church’s dazzling  
Baroque interior of white and gold and 
blue and pink stucco, with perky cher-
ubs and graceful angels, and its im-
pressive ceiling frescoes —all fashioned 
by the Asam brothers, Munich artists 
of the period—are being painstak-
ingly cleaned, so it is difficult to view 
them. But the cleaning is scheduled for 
completion by Christmas. Einsiedeln’s 
Benedictine monastery is considered 
the finest example of Vorarlberg Ba-
roque (an architectural style popular in 
the 18th century near Lake Constance) 
in existence. 

In the last decade, the monastery’s 
rococo library of some 230,000 vol-
umes plus 1,200 manuscripts and 1,100 
ancient books published prior to 1501, 
have also been restored. It may be vis-
ited afternoons year-round, as well as 
early evenings in summer on German-
language guided tours that include the 
church (tel. +41/55-418-6111), or on 
German-language tours from the Ein-
siedeln Tourist Office. An English-lan-
guage audio tour of the village itself is 
also available at the tourist office.

An English language slide show on 
monastery life, including the history of 
the monastery, is shown weekdays and 
Saturdays at 2pm in the monastery gift 
shop.

The graceful Baroque Great Hall 
is open to the public without a guide. 
It is decorated with simple but elegant 
frescoes, a ceiling painting of Christ 
and angels, flowers and the scallop 
shell symbol of St. James. There is 
also a collection of 19th-century string 
instruments. The monastery’s Baroque 
stables, home to its long-renowned 
Madonna horses – the oldest breed of 
horses known in Europe – may also be 
visited without a guide. 

A monastery highlight in summer 
is a series of six evening organ con-
certs by the monks, of whom there are 
60 in residence today. A special annual 
September event is Engel Waihe – the 
Angel Consecration – every Septem-
ber 14. Lighted candles adorn the 
inside and outside of the monastery 
church and the houses surrounding 
the Klosterplatz. Next summer, on 
the Klosterplatz from June 21 to Sep-
tember 6, townspeople will present a 
series of one-act religious plays by the 
17th-century Spanish playwright, Pedro 
Calderon de la Barca. Tickets to this 
once-every-five-years event are avail-
able in advance from the Einsiedeln 
Tourist Office.

In addition to the monastery 
and its church, two other Einsiedeln 
touristic and pilgrimage sites are the 
Panorama of the Crucifixion and the 
Bethlehem Diorama. Both are on the 
same street, a 15-minute walk from the 
monastery.

The enormous Panorama is paint-
ed on the walls of a 12-sided building. 
(Panorama of the Crucifixion, Ben-
zigerstrasse 36,  tel. +41/55-412-2182, 
www.panorama-einsiedeln.ch. Open 
Good Friday to the end of October, 
Monday-Friday, 1-5pm; Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays, 10am-5pm.)

 The Bethlehem Diorama retells 
the Christmas story with 450 carved 
wooden figures. (Bethlehem Diorama,   
Benzingerstrasse  13, tel. +41/55-412-
25-17; www.diorama.ch. Open May to 
October and at Christmas time.)    

http://www.einsiedeln.ch
mailto:info%40einsiedeln-tourismus.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40einsiedeln-tourismus.ch?subject=
http://www.panorama-einsiedeln.ch
http://www.diorama.ch
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Key Websites for the traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all  
at 10 percent  off for subscribers. Use dis-
count code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/  Swiss and Euro-
pean rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com  Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com  Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info  Info on elec-
tronics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 
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Einsiedeln has other museums, 
too—the Fram Museum of Einsie-
deln History (19 Einsiedelnstr, tel. 
+41/55 412-9130, open March-October, 
Tuesday-Friday, 1:30-5pm; Saturday 
and Sunday from 10am-5pm; www.
fram-einsiedeln.ch) and the Minerals 
Museum with more than 1,000 miner-
als from all parts of the world. (Miner-
als Museum, Benzigerstrasse 23, tel. 
+41/55-412-2817, open May-October 
from 12-5pm, and in December from 
12-4pm, www.mineralienmuseum.
ch). Then there is the charming little 
Goldapfel—a gingerbread museum 
just off the Hauptstrasse. It is in a 19th-
century bakery with period wooden 
molds and equipment that show how 
Lebkuchen (gingerbread) and Schafböcke 
(aniseed-flavored hermits with figures 
of sheep and lambs impressed into 
them) used to be made. (Goldapfel, 
Kronestrasse 1, tel. +41/55-412-1266. 
Open daily from 1:30-6pm, www.
goldapfel.ch/pages/museum.php)

Now as then, pilgrims carry these 
giant cookies home as souvenirs of 
their devotional journey. The sweet-
smelling confections are still made and 
sold at a bakery abutting the Goldap-

fel. Since Einsideln, besides being a 
pilgrimage destination of its own, is 
also on the pilgrims’ route to Santiago 
de Compostela in Spain, long-lasting 
Schafböcke for the journey home are a 
welcome treat. The  historic wooden-
roofed Devil’s Bridge on the pilgrims’ 
route, was constructed in 1699 to en-
able stones to be brought over to build 
the monastery. It was near this bridge, 
Einsiedeln residents proudly say, that 
the 15th-century physician and alche-
mist Paracelsus was born.

But it is not only pilgrims who find 
their way to Einsiedeln. The neigh-
boring Sihlsee, formed in the 1930s 
by damming up the River Sihl, is 60 
square miles and 82 feet deep and is 
Switzerland’s largest artificial lake. It 
is popular with sailors and swimmers 
in summer and skaters in winter. (In 
1797, the German poet Goethe, visiting 
Einsiedeln, suggested its construction, 
but it took a century and a half to real-
ize it.)

There are also enticing walking 
paths behind the monastery. One 
ends at the Sihlsee with fine overlooks 
onto both the lake and the monastery. 
Another path follows along the lake-
shore. A third climbs the hill above the 
monastery to trace the Stations of the 
Cross. All are well marked. There are 
also longer walks in these Alpine foot-
hills that may involve bus travel in one 
direction or the other. And there are 
bicycle routes to follow into the moun-
tains, as well.

In winter, cross-country skiing is 
a major Einsiedeln sport and at the 
Swiss Snow School, young and old 
can learn snowboarding and skiing. 
There are downhill ski areas in neigh-
boring Alpthal, Hoch-Ybrig and the 
Mythen Mountain region, with public 
buses going there from the Einsiedeln 
Railway Station.

As for the village itself, except for 
its museums, there is little to see. Most 
historic structures have been demol-
ished over the years. A few trompe l’oeil 
building facades suggest what must 
once have been the village. Those wish-
ing to explore it, may rent an audio vil-
lage tour at the tourist office. It is also 
possible to buy reduced price museum 
passes there. The tourist office is open 

9am-5pm weekdays, 9am-4pm on Sat-
urdays, and 10am-1pm on Sundays. 

Hotels
Einsiedeln hotels are undergoing 

changes. The Zunfthaus Bären on the 
Hauptstrasse is scheduled to close at 
the end of December. The Linde will 
be in new ownership next year so ren-
ovation may be in prospect. The Hotel 
S. Georg is undergoing renovation 
that is not scheduled  to be completed 
until the summer or fall of 2013.

Hotel Drei Könige
This three-star 34 room, five-suite  

hotel looks out over the Klosterplatz  
to the monastery. The room furnish-
ings  are comfortable and modern. All 
rooms have shower or bath.

Contact: Hotel Drei Könige, Paracel-
suspark 1, 8840 Einsiedeln, tel. +41/55 
-418-0000, fax +41/55-418-0010, info@
hotel-dreikoenige.ch, www.hotel-dreiko-
enige.ch.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF110-120, dou-
bles CHF170-190, suites CHF280. 
Rating:  Quality 15/20, Value 15/20

Hotel Linde
A stone’s throw from the monas-

tery, this welcoming three-star older 
hotel, that has just changed hands, has 
17 rooms with baths and 12 pilgrim 
rooms with facilities down the hall. 
The new owner’s plans are still un-
known. 
Contact: Hotel Linde, S. and G. 
Nussbaumer-Kalin, Klosterplatz, 8840 
Einsiedeln, tel. +41/55-418-4848, fax 
+41/55-418-4849, hotel@linde-einsie-
deln.ch, www.linde-einsiedeln.ch. 
Daily Rates: Singles CHF120, double 
pilgrim rooms CHF110, doubles with 
facilities CHF180-220.  
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 15/20

Hotel Allegro 
A pleasant 15 to 20 minute walk 

behind the monastery into the 
countryside is this pleasant 
four-building hostelry near the 
Sihlsee. It includes a 55-room hotel, 
two 13-room hostels (guests must have 
their own sleeping bags and towels) 
and a 20-room guest house (with bath-
ing and shower facilities in the hall, 
not in the room).
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Winter airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany 
for high-season travel and include tax & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get 
an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com
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Cars also available in most      
European countries

• Upgrades through 12/31/2012. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
winterization, and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $151 $22
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $167 $24
Opel Astra (Auto) $231 $33
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $191 $27
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $295 $42
Audi A4/GPS  $271 $39
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $229 $33
BMW 3 (auto/GPS) $330 $47
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $607  $87
VW Touran  $293 $42
VW Golf Wagon $220 $31
VW Passat Wagon $263 $37
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $733 $105   
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $441  $63
VW Sharan 7-pass $399 $57
VW Minibus 9-pass $661 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $133

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through December 31, 2012, drive a Fullsize  
Mercedes C200 (or similar) in germany for a 

week for $240, including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ..........................................$949
Boston ..........................................$760
Chicago .......................................$1016
Dallas ............................................$998
Denver ........................................$1053
Los Angeles ................................$1048
Miami ............................................$951
New York ......................................$813
Orlando .......................................$1019
Seattle ........................................$1069
San Francisco .............................$1048
Washington DC ..............................$943
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $5000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

I-1GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement September 2009

800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
✴☛✭❊◗◗�✡�✼❊�❑❘❚�❊�❘��❑�❋❙�❙❙❍

❘�❊�◗❊❘�❏�❘���❙❚�❊❘❍�◗❊����❊❊❘✒
✶�❘�❙❘�Gemütlichkeit ❏❙�✕✔✠�❍��❙❘

✮❍�❙☛���❙���✒

Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!



Get the Latest Rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $750 $638 $489    
21 consecutive days        $967 $823 $630
1 month                          $1191 $1014 $776
2 months                   $1680 $1429 $1094
3 months                  $2073 $1763 $1349
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $885 $753 $576 
15 days in 2 months   $1161 $988 $756

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $475 $404 $310
6 days in 2 months  $524 $447 $342
8 days in 2 months $620 $527 $404
10 days in 2 months $718 $611 $468
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $531 $452 $347
6 days in 2 months $580 $494 $378
8 days in 2 months $651 $575 $440
10 days in 2 months $772 $657 $503
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $585 $498 $381
6 days in 2 months $634 $539 $414
8 days in 2 months $731 $622 $476
10 days in 2 months $824 $701 $537 
15 days in 2 months   $1045 $889 $681
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $236 $166 $120 $85
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $27 $19 $14 $9

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $264 $225 $173 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 36 $ 30 $ 23

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $415 $342 $340 $293 $293
6 days in 2 months $463 $380 $378 $324 $324
8 days in 2 months $537 $447 $445 $388 $388
10 days in 2 months $618 $517 $515 $450 $450

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $315 (1Cl)   $217 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $38   $32

FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $291 $235 $254 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 43  $37 $37 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $248 $202 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 37 $ 31

FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $401 $343 $343 $293 $261
5 days in 2 months $447 $382 $382 $324   $293        
6 days in 2 months $493 $420 $420 $356 $321
7 days  in 2 months $540 $461 $461 $393 $351
8 days  in 2 months $590 $501 $501 $426 $382
9 days  in 2 months $634 $539 $539 $458 $413
10 days in 2 months $680 $578 $578 $491 $443
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $426 $363 $301
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 46 $40 $33
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $344 $263 $210 $265 $194
Avg. Extra Rail Day (7) $ 42 $28 $15 $29 $21   

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $424 $366 $366 $312 $313
6 days in 2 months $467 $399 $399 $343 $343
8 days  in 2 months $556 $475 $475 $409 $410
10 days in 2 months $648 $551 $551 $475 $474

GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $445 $336 $336 $272 $272
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $46 $35 $36 $27 $27

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $429 $388 $388 $351 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $332
6 days in 2 months $520 $469 $469 $416 $367
8 days  in 2 months $609 $550 $550 $478 $429
10 days in 2 months $699 $631 $631 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $453 $386 $318
6 days in 2 months $499 $424 $351
8 days in 2 months $588 $504 $415
10 days in 2 months $680 $582 $478
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $279 $228 $239 $196 $186
Avg Extra Rail Day $33 $27 $28 $23 $22
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $404 $344 $284
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 44  $38 $31

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $493 $308 $417 $262 $370 $231
8 consec. days   $711 $445 $604 $377 $533 $334
15 consec. days  $862 $538 $732 $458 $647  $404
22 consec. days  $993 $620 $844 $529 $744 $466
1 month $1093 $683 $930 $581 $821 $513
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $399 $251 $470 $294
4 days in 1 month  $486 $303 $570 $356
5 days in 1 month  $561 $351 $659 $412
6 days in 1 month  $637 $398 $751 $469
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $319 (1-Cl)  $216 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $241 (1-Cl)  $151 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2012
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee. For Eu-
ropean timetables go to www.bahn.de. 

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html


Gemütlichkeit 8 September 2012 

www.gemut.com “Like” us at Facebook.com/Gemut.com

C r u i s i n g  t h r o u g h  E u r o p e

®

Gemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special Offer

Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����

European River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River Cruises

Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings� Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBE

� days� Budapest to Passau� From ����

DANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERY

� days� Vienna to Nürnberg� From ����

RHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERY

� days� Nürnberg to Basel� From ����

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINE

� days� Basel to Amsterdam� From ����

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL

�� days� Amsterdam to Basel� From ����

EUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELS

�� days� Buapest to Amsterdam� From ����

EUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Vienna to Amsterdam� From ����

EASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLORER

�� days� Vienna to Bucharest� From ����

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE

�� days� Paris to Nürnberg� From ����

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE

�� days� Paris to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERY

�� days� Basel to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Amsterdam to Bucharest� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORER

�� days� Basel to Bucharest� From ����

For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone GemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeit

������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� press option �press option �press option �press option �press option �

When you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with Uniworld

• Shore excursions included

• Non�smoking ships

• English language only

• Unpack only once

• Most deluxe ships in Europe

• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available � stay in touch

• Small ship ambiance (��� to ��� guests)

• Hotel�style beds

• Terry cloth robes

• Satellite TV in cabins

• Fitness Center

Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On  
2013 River Cruises 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

Big Savings for Early Booking these 2013 Cruises

vENICE & tHE PO RIvER - New for 2013
      8 days, Venice to Venice. From $2899*

SLENDORS OF ItALY - New for 2013
 13 days, Venice to Rome. From $5499**

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $4199***

EuROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam. From $4399***

GRAND DANuBE & PRAGuE 
 17 days, Prague to Belgrade. From $5899*** 
     
   GRAND EuROPEAN RIvER vOYAGE 
 27 days, Amsterdam to Istanbul. From $9299****

GRAND EuROPEAN HIGHLIGHtS 
 22 days, Belgrade to Basel. From $7899****

ENCHANtING CHRIStMAS AND NEw YEAR’S CRuISE 
 11 days, Passau to Budapest. From $3499* 
 
 

(*  $800 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Expires October 31)
(**  $1200 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Expires October 31)
(***  $1600 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Expires October 31)
(****$2000 per couple in select categories if paid in full at the time of booking - Expires October 31)

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

For free catalog or to book space phone Gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Additional Discounts 

for Gemut readers

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• terrycloth robes
• Satellite tv in cabins
• Fitness Center
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Contact: Hotel Allegro, Lincolnweg 23, 
8840 Einsiedeln, tel. +41/55-418-8888, 
fax +41/55-418-8889, www.sjbz.ch, 
info@sjbz.ch.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF100, doubles 
CHF160, hostel CHF40 per person, 
guest house CHF50 per person. 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 17/20

Hotel Sonne
This  basic older 35-room two-star 

Hauptstrasse hotel across from the 
monastery is undergoing renovation, 
due to be completed by Easter, but it 
remains open.

Contact: Hotel Sonne, Hauptstrasse 62, 
8840 Einsiedeln, tel. +41/55-412-2821, 
fax +41/55-412-4145, www.hotel-
sonne.ch, info@hotel-sonne.ch.
Daily Rates: Singles CHF80, doubles 
CHF130, triples CHF165. 
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 15/20

Restaurants 

Restaurant-Café Zunfthaus 
Bären

In this charming café-restaurant, 
on Hauptstrasse directly across from 
the Einsiedeln Tourist Office, pilgrims 
and other visitors can sample Schaf-
böcken, Lebkuchen, and Kloster Tarte 
made with Bailey’s Irish cream whisky 
and chocolate cream, among other 
confections, from early morning until 
7pm. Or there are small meals with 
a Swiss flavor—broccoli soup with 
whipped cream and toasted almonds 
for CHF8.80 or chicken salad for 
CHF23.80. Open daily 7am-7pm.

Contact: Restaurant/Café Zunfthaus 
Bären, Hauptstrasse 76, Klosterplatz, 
8840 Einsiedeln, tel. +41/55 418-7272, 
fax +41/55-418-7270, www.hotel-baer-
en.ch, info@hotel-baeren.ch. 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 14/20

Café and Konditorei Schefer
Travelers arriving in Einsiedeln by 

train and seeking sustenance before 
sightseeing, will find this little café 
situated in just the right place across 
from the railway station. It is under  
the same ownership as the Restaurant-
Café Zunfthaus Bären and offers the 
same specialties. Open daily 7am-7 pm.

Contact: Café-Konditorei Schefer, 

Bahnhofplatz 20, 8840 Einsiedeln, tel. 
+41/55-418-8418, fax +41/55-418-8419, 
www.baeckerei-schefer.ch, verkauf@
baeckerei-schefer.ch.
Rating: Quality 18/20, Value 15/20

Restaurant Drei Könige
There’s lovely outdoor dining in 

spring and summer at this hotel res-
taurant. In spring, the white asparagus 
comes in all versions – with smoked 
salmon, shredded pancake, Hollanda-
ise sauce, or vinaigrette. Among other 
menu items are Skieur Rösti, crisp, pan-
fried grated potatoes with fried egg 
and cheese for CHF22.50; Graubünden 
Rösti with air-dried beef and cheese 
for CHF23.50; c filet in almond butter 
with potato and spinach for CHF32.50; 
or minced veal in cream sauce with a 
vegetable for CHF38.50. Open Mon-
day-Saturday 11:30am-2pm and 5:30-
10pm; Sunday from 11:30am-10pm.

Contact: Restaurant Drei Könige, 
Paracelsuspark 1, 8840 Einsiedeln, tel. 
+41/55-418-0000; fax +41/55-418-0010, 
info@hotel-dreikonige.ch, www.hotel-
dreikonige.ch. 
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 13/20                        

Restaurant Linde                                                      
There’s elegant dining at the Hotel 

Linde and the restaurant has a Gault-
Millau rating. A two-course 
luncheon of carpaccio or a salad 
with Camembert as the first 
course and a steak as the main course 
is CHF39 or a vegetarian two-course 
luncheon with grilled vegetables with 
risotto is 32CHF. A two-course fish 
dinner with potatoes and vegetables is 
CHF44-49 or a veal steak with mush-
rooms and pasta CHF46. Open daily 
except Wednesday for lunch and din-
ner. 

Contact: Restaurant Linde, Schneider-
strasse 26, 8840 Einsiedeln, tel. +41/55- 
418-4848, fax +41/55-418-4849; www.
linde-einsiedeln.ch, hotel@linde-einsie-
deln.ch.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Tulipan
If the weather is fine, sit outside 

and watch the comings and goings 
on the Klosterplatz from the outdoor 
ground-level terrace or the balcony. Of 
course, there is indoor dining as well. 

The main menu offers such items as 
marinated rumpsteak for CHF32 or a 
vegetarian Rösti (grated potatoes with 
a vegetable and cheese) for CHF19.50. 
In the café or as a dessert, Nussgipfel—
a filled nut roll—for CHF2 is ever-pop-
ular as is the gingerbread with almond 
filling. Open daily 8am-11pm. 

Contact: Tulipan, Schwanenstrasse 29, 
8840 Einsiedeln, tel. +41/55-418-8080, 
info@tulipan.ch, www.tulipan.ch.             
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20                                                         

Restaurant Walhalla 
For 120 years, the Restaurant Wal-

halla near the Einsiedeln Railway Sta-
tion has been in the same family. All 
that time it has been pleasing towns-
people and visitors alike with 
the fresh meat and produce and 
fine wines from the grocery the 
family operates next door. 

Among the house specialties are 
Ofaturli, a special Einsiedeln pie of 
potatoes, cheese, onions and bacon; 
and Kalbsteak Walhalla, grilled veal 
steak with pineapple and curry sauce 
for CHF38; or, the last week in August, 
during the Chilbi Festival, Hafaechabis, 
a stew of pork, lamb and potatoes for 
CHF20. 

Open Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
from 9am-10pm, Wednesdays 9am-
2pm, Saturdays 10am-10pm, and Sun-
days and holidays from 10am-7pm. 
Closed on Thursdays.

Contact: Restaurant Walhalla, Haupt-
strasse 2, 8840 Einsiedeln, tel. +42/55-
412-2216, www.walhalla-einsiedeln,ch, 
info@walhalla-einsiedeln.ch.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20

Restaurant Klostergarten
Pizza and Italian dishes are the 

specialty in this spacious indoor and 
outdoor restaurant, though there are 
also Swiss and German dishes on the 
extensive menu. Tortellini Carbonara 
or Spaghetti Pesto are in the neighbor-
hood of CHF14.50, chicken Strogonoff 
CHF24, and roast pork with vegetables 
and noodles CHF24. Open daily 11 
am-12am.

Contact: Restaurant Klostergarten, Il-
genweidstrasse 14, 8840 Einsiedeln, tel. 
+41/55-412-1177, fax +41/55-412-3144, 
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www.klostergarten-einsiedeln.ch, info@
klostergarten-einsiedeln.ch.
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 15/20

Hotel Post Biberbrugg
The garden fresh seasonal vegeta-

bles as well as fine meats attract many 
to this hotel restaurant five to 10 min-
utes from Einsiedeln by car or train. 
A three-course luncheon is CHF18.50, 
pasta CHF18.25, soup CHF8.50-10.50, 
and salads CHF19.50-27. Open daily 
from 11am-7pm.

Contact: Hotel Post Biberbrugg, 
Schwyzerstrasse 2, 8836 Bennau, tel. 
+41/55-412-2771, fax +41/55-412-2772, 
www.postbiberbrugg.ch. 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20                                                             

and two domes. It was designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1981.

Start a tour of Speyer at the cathe-
dral and the pleasant gardens behind 
it, bordering on the Rhine. Be sure to 
visit the church’s impressive crypt, the 
burial place of eight German emperors 
and kings, four empresses and queens, 
other royal family members, and 
several bishops. Outside in the Dom-
platz, in front of the cathedral’s main 
portal, the Domnapf is a huge stone 
bowl dating from the Middle Ages, its 
placement between the ecclesiastical 
and secular buildings said to be sym-
bolic of the division between church 
and city. Legend has it that, in former 
times, when new bishops were in-
stalled at Speyer, they filled the stone 
basin to the brim with wine to win the 
allegiance of the local townsfolk.

Speyer is easily seen on foot. From 
the front of the cathedral, walk down 
the Maximilianstrasse, the city’s 
main street, lined with several historic 
buildings including the 18th-century 
Rathaus (City Hall) and the Alte Mün-
ze (Old Mint). Along the way stop off 
at the Bücherwurm Antiquariat with 
its rooms and nooks crammed full of 
used books, as well as prints, post-
cards, and other happy finds. Head 
farther down the main street and stop 
at any of the three Wilhelmi bakeries 
for an “XXL-Bretzel,” a freshly baked 
extra-large pretzel, soft, yeasty, and 

symbolic of Speyer, which hosts an 
annual five-day Bretzelfest in July, 
the largest public festival in the Upper 
Rhine region.

The Maximilianstrasse stretches 
westward from the Domplatz in front 
of the cathedral to the 13th-century 
Altpörtel, the Old City Gate, said to 
be one of the highest city gate tow-
ers in Germany, and one of the few 
remaining parts of Speyer’s medieval 
city wall. Those in good shape should 
climb up its 154 steps for a great 
panoramic view over the Rhine Plain 
between the Odenwald to the east and 
the Palatinate Forest in the west.

Closer to the cathedral and a few 
streets north of the Maximilianstrasse, 
the Lutheran Dreifaltigkeitskirche 
(Holy Trinity Church), built in the 
early 18th century, has a magnificent 
interior of painted and carved wood-
work, including an unusual vaulted, 
highly-ornamented wooden ceiling 
and a lovely Baroque organ. To the 
south, on the Judengasse, you’ll find 
the old Judenhof (Jewish Courtyard), 
the center of the medieval Jewish 
Quarter, with remains of an 11th-cen-
tury synagogue and ritual bath.  

Plan to spend several hours at 
the Historisches Museum der Pfalz 
(Historical Museum of the Palatinate), 
which houses six permanent exhibi-
tions of treasures from prehistory to 
the present. The museum’s collections 
have something of interest for every-
one—excellent displays of artifacts 
from the Stone Age to the Roman 
era, from the Middle Ages to modern 
times, including a major collection of 
paintings and decorative arts from 
the 16th to 19th centuries; the Doms-
chatzkammer (Cathedral Treasury), 
with gold and bejeweled crowns, orbs, 
crosses and chalices, and heavy liturgi-
cal robes sumptuously embroidered 
with gold, silver, and silk; and the 
delightful Weinmuseum (Wine Muse-
um), with exhibits covering 2,000 years 
of wine history in this region, featur-
ing a glass container with the oldest 
liquid wine discovered so far, dating 
from around 325 A.D.

The impressive Technik Museum 
features a historic airplane hangar 
exhibiting technical achievements of 

the 19th and 20th centuries—aircraft, 
classic cars, locomotives, fire engines, 
steam engines, model ships, and a real 
submarine. Another of the museum’s 
buildings houses four floors of lavishly 
furnished rooms, with displays of his-
toric weapons, antique dolls, vintage 
fashion and accessories, and mechani-
cal musical instruments. Elsewhere, 
close to the Rhine, the recently opened 
Sea Life Speyer is a large aquarium 
showcasing 3,500 forms of aquatic life. 

The local Tourist Information Of-
fice (Maximilianstrasse 13) can arrange 
guided tours in English, for individu-
als or groups, that provide even more 
insight into the history, culture, and 
development of this interesting city. 
Or, to discover the town’s treasures on 
your own, stop by the tourist office for 
free maps and brochures in English, 
including “Meeting Place Speyer,” 
with a summary of the city’s history 
and a suggested walking tour to the 
important historical places. You can 
also use your cell phone to get more 
information (a three- to four-minute 
explanation, in English) about each of 

SPEYER 
Continued from page 1

Speyer Basics
Population: 49,857

Elevation: 302 feet (92 meters)

Tourist Office:  Maximilianstraße 11
D-67346, tel: +49/62 32/14 23 92, fax: 
14 23 32, www.speyer.de, touristin-
formation@stadt-speyer.de.
Driving distances: 
Heidelberg 30 km/18 mi 
Frankfurt        102 km/63 mi                       
Stuttgart    123 km/77 mi 
Zürich  330 km/205 mi 
Munich  336 km/209 mi

Nearest airport:  
Frankfurt    93  km/58 mi

Rail connections:  Speyer has train 
connections to Germersheim and 
Karlsruhe (via Heidelberg) every 30 
minutes and express trains to Karl-
sruhe and Mainz every 2 hours.

Discounts:  SpeyerCARD provides 
discounts on museums, restaurants, 
hotels, and shopping. Valid for one or 
three days. The one day card is €3 per 
person, or €7 for a family. Available 
at the tourist office and participating 
hotels.

http://www.klostergarten-einsiedeln.ch
mailto:info@klostergarten-einsiedeln.ch
mailto:info@klostergarten-einsiedeln.ch
http://www.postbiberbrugg.ch
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several main sights while you’re visit-
ing them. Ask the tourist office for the 
brochure (in German and English) that 
tells which numbers to dial for your 
cell-phone recorded tourist guide. All 
you pay is for the connection from 
your cell phone to the German tele-
phone system.

All this sightseeing is bound to 
make a person tired, hungry, and 
thirsty. Beer drinkers should imme-
diately head for the Hausbrauerei 
Domhof (Grosse Himmelgasse 6, 
www.domhof.de/Hausbrauerei.
htm), a local brewery and restaurant 
very close to the cathedral, for a mug 
of foaming fresh Helles (light-colored), 
Dunkles (dark), or Weizen (wheat) 
beer. The food is good too (and reason-
ably priced).  Dine indoors in the at-
mospheric old dining rooms or outside 
in the shaded beer garden.

Other recommended restaurants 
include the modern Bistro-Restaurant 
Zweierlei (Johannesstrasse 1, www.
zweierlei.info); the elegant, cozy 
Backmulde (Karmeliterstasse 11-13, 
www.backmulde.de); the pretty half-
timbered Kutscherhaus (Am Fisch-
markt 5a, www.kutscherhaus-speyer.
de); the historic Ratskeller (Maximil-
ianstrasse 12, www.ratskeller-speyer.
de); and the nice little family-run Gas-
thaus zum Halbmond (Nikolausgasse 
4, www.halbmond-speyer.de), near 
the picturesque Fishermen’s Quarter, 
which offers very good, reasonably 
priced specialties from the Pfalz re-
gion. And of course all these restau-
rants serve quality wines from nearby 
Pfalz vineyards, too, which are some 
of the best values in German wines 
today.

Those seduced by the historical 
ambience of Speyer may want to stay 
at the Hotel Domhof (Bauhof 3, www.
domhof.de), a three-star, superior hotel 
with 49 comfortable, well furnished 
rooms spread over several vine-
covered old buildings around a quiet 
courtyard near the Domhof brewery-
restaurant and the cathedral. Doubles 
start at €121. 

In the quiet neighborhood of Spey-
er-Süd, occupying a lovely 19th-centu-
ry building, the Hotel Zum Augarten 
(Rheinhäuser Str. 52, www.augarten.

de) makes a good base for an extended 
stay. The individually-decorated 
rooms are bright and inviting and four 
apartments with fully-equipped kitch-
ens are available. The hotel also offers 
bike rentals. Double rooms range from 
€79 to €99. Contact the hotel for apart-
ment rates.

Another good option is the 
recently-renovated, three-star Hotel 
Löwengarten (Schwerdstrasse 14, 
hotel-loewengarten.de). Nicely lo-
cated within walking distance of many 
sights and Maximilianstrasse, its 63 
rooms are modern and clean. Doubles 
start at €95. Also available are family 
rooms for three to five persons. 

If you like being pampered (and 
feel the need to retreat from urban 
life), consider the upscale, trendy 
Lindner Hotel & Spa Binshof (Bin-
shof 1, www.lindner.de), a four-star-
superior establishment situated in the 
fertile farmland just a few kilometers 
from Speyer. This modern retreat in a 
rural setting has 133 tastefully deco-
rated rooms, three restaurants and a 
wine-tasting bar, and a range of spa 
facilities including swimming pools 
(one spiked with salt from the Black 
Sea), whirlpools, and thermal baths, 
massage therapy, and bicycle and 
horseback-riding opportunities.

For more information contact:  
Tourist-Information Speyer, Maximil-
ianstrasse 13, D-67346 Speyer, tel. +49/
(0)6232-14-2392, fax 14-2332, Touris-
tinformation@stadt-speyer.de, www.
speyer.de 

GC food to be underrated. Use of the 
freshest ingredients is the norm and 
dishes most of us don’t find in the U.S. 
are commonplace; wild boar and veni-
son, for example. The tender calves 
liver that melts in your mouth in a GC 
restaurant is entirely different than 
what one finds at most U.S. restau-
rants (provided it’s even on the menu) 
or grocery meat counters. Intensely-
flavored wild mushrooms are used by 
even the most unpretentious restau-
rants. Simple, tried and true comfort 
dishes some “foodies” disdain, such 
as Swiss Rösti, Austrian Schnitzel, and 

Eisbein (pork shank) in Germany, may 
not be the latest “California Cuisine” 
but are, in the hands of the right chef, 
delicious. And, of course, if you want 
to eat Italian, just head for the Swiss 
canton of Ticino. For Michelin-starred 
French cookery try the Swiss canton 
of Vaud.

Beer & wine
I find beer superb in both Aus-

tria and Germany and merely “very 
good” in Switzerland, which is a 
wine-drinking country. When it comes 
to wine, GC doesn’t get the credit it 
deserves. The everyday bottles of all 
three countries measure up to any 
country in the world, including France 
and Italy. When it comes to the pricier 
stuff, Germany, at least, is a world-
class player. No white wine anywhere 
is quite like the luscious nectar pro-
duced on the banks of Germany’s 
Mosel, Saar and Rhine rivers. And, 
though not in the class yet of great 
vineyards of Bordeaux or Burgundy, 
red wines from Baden-Württemberg 
have improved dramatically in the 
last 20 years. As for Austria, its Bur-
genland province now produces some 
of the world’s finest dessert wines. 
Overall, Switzerland, may be the best 
wine-maker of the three countries, but 
since there isn’t enough to export, few 
know or care. I have had extraordi-
nary white wines from the vineyards 
of the Vaud along Lake Geneva, and 
delicious, complex reds from the 
Rhône Valley in the Valais.

Variety
Taken as a region, GC offers 

mountains, lakes, islands, a variety 
of seacoasts, four languages, several 
cuisines, and climates that range from 
almost subarctic in the north of Ger-
many to nearly subtropical in Switzer-
land’s Ticino canton.

People
This is where the wicket gets a lit-

tle sticky—at least for those who have 
never visited GC In contrast to the 
politically correct, post-WWII attitude 
regarding the Japanese, the media has 
cast German speakers as virtual car-
toon characters. Think about it; when 
was the last time you heard or saw an 
advertisement in which a Germanic 
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We Recommend
This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular destina-
tion cities is intended for fast reference. Additional hotels and 
links to hotel websites is in the “Hotels” pages at www.gemut.
com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel Art Nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, CH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

Lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, tel. 
+41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel Exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel Adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der tauber
Reichs-Küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. tau-
ber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,  
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

Salzburg & Environs
Schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Struber, Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 35, Austria A-5020 tel. 
+43/0662/843 728, fax 843 728 8,  struber@sbg.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
Altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension Aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel Arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt Airport
Steigenberger Esprix Hotel Frankfurt Airport, Cargo 
City Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, D-63456, 
tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@HotelBirkenhof.
de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minuted from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich Airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, 
D-85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich Airport
Mövenpick Zürich Airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly Away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, CH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

character was not a caricature? Ads 
and movies almost always portray 
those with German accents as uptight, 
inflexible martinets; fat, fun-loving, 
beer-swilling bumpkins, or elegant but 
terrifyingly evil Gestapo interroga-
tors. Are there Germans like that? Of 
course, but imagine the outcry in this 
country if a TV ad took such liberties 
with the Japanese. If you’ve spent time 
in the Germanic countries you know 
such portrayals are inaccurate. It is 
always a mistake to characterize an 
entire people. In little country towns 
throughout GC, visitors are invariably 
met with warmth and friendliness—
just as they are in small-town America. 
In big cities, encounters can be more 
brusque —just as in New York or Los 
Angeles. But we should remember that 
hospitality in the Germanic countries 
is part of the culture. It is ingrained in 
the families who run the thousands of 
small hotels and restaurants all across 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 
Remember, gemütlichkeit is both a Ger-
man word that doesn’t translate to 
other languages and a concept that is 
unique to those countries.

Probably I’m not wholly objective in 
these matters; and the fact that you are 
reading this newsletter says you, too, 
are a Germany, Austria, Switzerland fan. 
In the end, it comes down to what gets 
your heart into high gear. — RHB

A Rick Steves Reaction
Thank you for the comments on 

Rick Steves in the August issue. I agree 
entirely with your position. I’ve al-
ways used his books for logistics. His 
comments on how to get into and out 
of a city and his comments on sights 
and museums. I have, on occasion, 
used his recommendations for hotels 
and restaurants, but have found a high 
degree of inconsistency. I’ve never un-
derstood his avoidance of Rudesheim 
and Garmisch-Partenkirchen, but 
don’t mind it as it keeps the tour-
ists down ( I really appreciate the 
Fraundorfer much better without 
Rick’s entourage) Bacharach is as 
crowded as Rudesheim and not nearly 
as easy to travel to from Frankfurt 
Airport.

Readers’ Forum

He’s spot on with Beilstein. He 
avoids the Stubaital, again thankfully, 
as we only are ever wanderwegging 
and tobogganing with Germans and 
Austrians.

His fascination with dope and 
prostitution is beyond me and, I agree, 
has cost him including, perhaps his 
divorce last year.

It’s a little unfortunate that he 
hasn’t delved into many of the other 
tremendously beautiful sections of 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland 
in favor of Southeastern Europe and 
Scandinavia.

 Thank you for your continued 
effort to provide concise, yet thorough 
reviews. We leave soon for two-and-
a-half weeks of wine harvest time and 
can’t wait.

Craig Keeley

Via email

Good Time to Travel
In planning for my annual trip to 

Bavaria: Munich, Partenkirchen, etc., 
and Tirol: Meran, Schenna, etc.  I hap-
pened to glance at the August 2008 is-
sue of Gemütlichkeit and compare pric-
es for my usual Audi A4 diesel—$347 
a week in 2008 vs $271 in August 2012. 
That is over 20-percent less now. I’m 
also finding that my favorite hotels 
and apartments are more available 
and often less expensive in euros as 
well as dollars.

Then, on shopping for quality 
brands I buy in the U.S. such as Hitl, 
Brax or Alberto men’s slacks, I find the 
prices in Germany to be as much as 40 
to 50-percent less and the tailoring op-
tions faster and more comprehensive.

When booking flights with miles, 
if I reserve 320 days in advance the 
mileage cost is half (100,000 business) 
the standard award cost (200,000 busi-
ness) if I book later. For economy tick-
ets it’s 50K miles vs. 100K miles.

If I can’t make the trip as originally 
planned, it only costs me about $150 
to put the miles back in the frequent 
flyer account. I consider this is the cost 
of my option to save half the mileage 
by booking early.

This is a good time to travel.
DonoVan leyDen

Via email


