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It Still Works BURGHAUSEN

by Margie Gibson

he gray, water-heavy sky 
unloaded on my head as I 
emerged from Burghausen’s 

train station. The huge rain drops 
and a clutter of stores hawking piles 

of cheap goods did 
nothing to improve 

my initial impression. For an unaware 
traveler, there wasn’t a clue to suggest 
that this small town on the Salzach 
River in far southeastern Germany 
had played a central role in Bavaria’s 
saga and offered enough history, mu-
sic, and architecture to fill the hours 
of a rainy weekend. 

Fleeing this dreary introduction, 
I pressed on through the Stadt Park, 
and continued along a path through 
cool, shaded woods with views of a 
green lake far below. Emerging from 
the trees at the entrance to one of 
Germany’s most interesting medi-
eval castles, the crass realities of the 

modern town melted into whispers 
of the triumphs and defeats that has 
shaped the castle over seven centu-
ries.

From the air, the fortress stretches 
along the ridge like a gigantic fossil-
ized Jurassic sea serpent. Walk the 
length of its courtyards, nose to tail 
of the beast, and it comes as no sur-
prise to learn that the Burghausen 
Castle, at 1,043 meters, is listed in 
the Guinness Book of Records as the 
world’s longest castle.

The complex served as principal 
residence of the Dukes of Lower 
Bavaria, one of three branches of the 
Wittelsbach family that governed 
Bavaria for over 1,000 years. The 
living quarters of the Dukes’ fami-
lies were located in the prehistoric 
beast’s pointed head and snout; the 
area where the day-to-day work of 

ven in late November, there 
is a certain charm to Franco-
nia’s backroads. Deciduous 

trees are bare, pewter skies block 
the sun, tufts of fog waft through 
the hills, and a quiet hangs over a 

countryside that seems 
almost deserted. Only 

the occasional car or truck has cho-
sen to join us on federal road #22 as 
it snakes its way from Bamberg to 
Würzburg. The walking path that 
parallels the highway, and connects 
each farming village to the next, is 
empty save for the occasional in-line 
skater training for the coming cross 
country ski season. 

Much of the soil has recently 
been turned and the deep, almost 
black, furrows shine with the mois-
ture from a drizzling mist. Farm 

Yellow Roads Drives:  
Bamburg to Würzburg

by Bob Bestor

buildings gather in the hamlets 
and plowed fields extend to the 
borders of each village cluster. The 
speed limit on #22 ranges from 
70 to 100kph (43-62mph), but you 
can’t go that fast for very long as 
after a few sweeping curves and a 
gentle hill or two you’re on top of 
another little town where the limit 
is 50kph (31mph)…look out for the 
notorious “Blitzen” (flash) traffic 
cameras. (Fortunately, as we passed 
each roadside speed limit sign, the 
new limit immediately appeared on 
the dashboard GPS display of our 
rented VW Touran and stayed there 
until the next change.)  

This issue completes the 26th year 
of Gemütlichkeit, a newsletter, as you 
well know, about travel in Germany, 
Austria & Switzerland, the three 
European countries in which Ger-
man is the principle language. When 
the plan for it was hatched back in 
1986 we had a specific approach to 
traveling in these countries that we 
hoped would find acceptance among 
our readers. It is a style that suits us 
personally, ignores package tours 
and emphasizes independent travel 
to lesser-known, off-the-beaten track 
destinations. Back in ’86, that meant 
pretty much anything outside Mu-
nich, Frankfurt, Vienna, Salzburg, 
Zürich, Geneva and Lucerne. What 
we advocate is not new and simply 
involves using a rental car to get 
away from the places tourists mainly 
gather and into the countryside 
where life is more likely to center 
around locals than visitors—and is 
much cheaper. With the reality of 
attracting readership, as well as our 
own personal preferences, this has 
not included bypassing great destina-
tions such as Berlin, Vienna, Salzburg 
and Munich. I think it safe to say, 
however, that our coverage of out-of-
the-way places in these three coun-
tries has been far more extensive than 
any other travel publication. 

So, after all these years, it was 
good to have our “philosophy” reaf-
firmed during a November trip to 
Germany and Switzerland. To wit:

• The countryside is downright 
affordable: At least in Germany…
and in November. Even at a time 
when every euro is worth $1.32, one 
can travel comfortably outside the 
larger cities without being frugal. 
Double rooms with breakfast in 
three-star hotels are readily available 
for from €70 to €90—simpler accom-
modations can be found in the €50 to 
€70 range. For example, we booked a 
two-level room (one might even call 
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it a junior suite) for €79 in the ultra-
modern, nine-room, Pension Have-
lfloss, directly on the Havel River in 
the historic old town of Brandenburg 
an der Havel, less than an hour west of 
Berlin. A few blocks away, we dined at 
a town mainstay, Kartoffelkäfer where 
pork medallions in gorgonzola sauce 
cost €10.95, Schnitzel €7.95, a massive 
bowl of ice cream €3.5 and a glass of 
Radeberger Pils €2. The total for din-
ner, including salad, two substantial 
main courses, shared dessert, and 
beverages, was €37 for two persons. 
We found accommodations and food 
at similar prices in interesting towns 
such as Kronach, Memmelsberg, Celle, 
and Weikersheim.

For a hotel with breakfast (included 
in the price in small town hotels), lunch 
(usually a shared sandwich), and din-
ner, we spent about €150/$198 per day 
in the countryside. Our intermediate 
sedan with winter tires cost about $31 
per day plus another $35 for fuel. That’s 
less than $150 per day per person for 
food, transport, and sleeps. Rent a 
compact car instead of an intermediate, 
keep the average hotel price to €70 per 
day, and you can drop that per person 
per day number to under $125. Remem-
ber, you can’t stay at home for free.

• The Liberating Rental Car: Our 
first 10 days were by rail. While there’s 
no public transport as relaxing as a 
train, that feeling ceases somewhat 
when it comes time to change trains 
or at journey’s end. Then luggage 

must be dealt with; taxis or the next 
train found; public transport schedules 
consulted; buses, trams or subways 
boarded; all the while shepherding all 
of one’s belongings from conveyance 
to conveyance, up and down escala-
tors, elevators, and sometimes stairs.

I love trains, but when we picked 
up the rental car (VW Touran...super) 
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen there was 
a sense of liberation and freedom I am 
unable to articulate. Suddenly we were 
alone with limitless choices. My feeling 
on a train is one of relaxation, yes, but 
it is also of being in a group of other 
tourists, many of them American, with 
a shared destination and schedule. 
Perhaps I had enough of shared things 
on a navy submarine and maybe I’m a 
control freak, but travel is never better 
than when it’s just the two of us in a 
car on a lonely European country road 
with no set schedule. A train is always 
on the beaten track, while almost any 
road in the countryside that isn’t the 
Autobahn is off the beaten track. 

On several days of our country 
roads explorations, we didn’t know at 
breakfast where we would bed-down 
that night. We simply made it up as 
we went along, often relying on the 
Michelin Red Guide—and to a lesser 
extent an iPhone (more about that in 
a subsequent issue)—to find hotels. 
Over morning coffee we usually con-
sulted our small, spiral-bound ADAC 
Deutschland Atlas (scale 1:300,000, sold 
in most service stations for €9) to at 
least plan a tentative destination...
though often we changed that later in 
the day.(By the way, no matter how 

good your GPS is, you’ll need maps, 
especially for this kind of travel. They 
provide a geographic perspective that 
satellite navigation devices do not, as 
well as important information about 
roads, terrain, and even towns.)

We don’t need all our luggage 
every night, so to us a huge advantage 
of car travel is leaving some of our 
gear in the car’s trunk overnight. We 
travel with a 25-inch rolling bag, a duf-
fel, a hanging bag and a briefcase. For 
the automobile portion of this trip we 
were able to organize in such a way 
that most nights we took only the duf-
fel and briefcase into the hotel. 

Though slick travel magazines 
whisper to their vast readerships of 
intimate and quaint hotel ‘discoveries’ 
hidden (but filled with American tour-
ists) in the back streets of Paris and 
Rome for ‘only’ €300 per night, you 
can be assured that the prices for com-
parable accommodations in the Ger-
man and Austrian countryside are less 
than one-third that number.—RHB      

http://www.gemut.com/csub.html
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BURGHAUSEN
Continued from page 1

running the castle and its lively com-
munity was carried out, formed the rib 
cage and tail. 

Six fortified courtyards overlook 
the old town and the Salzach River 
on one side of the ridge, while far 
below on the other side, the Wöhrsee 
(a lake) nestles protectively. Together, 
the two bodies of water formed an 
excellent defense. 

Human habitation here reaches 
back at least 2,100 years. Long before 
the first castle was built, Celtic tribal 
people established the first human 
settlement about 100 BC. The Romans 
came and went before the first Ba-
varian fortification was built in 600 
AD when one of the dukes erected a 
structure to serve as an administra-
tive center and to protect the river’s 
salt trade. Much of the wealth of the 
region derived from salt, a vital com-
modity used to preserve food in the 
days before refrigeration. The white 
crystals were mined in the Alpine 
region around Berchtesgaden, Ger-
many, and Hallein in Austria, then 
shipped on the Salzach or over land—
either way, the rulers of Burghausen 
were perfectly situated to collect tolls 
as it passed through the region. The 
Wittelsbach dukes of Lower Bavaria 
thus accumulated power and wealth, 
which leveraged their major role in 
European history as electors of the 
Holy Roman Emperor.

In the 13th century a bulwark was 
constructed and the Gothic castle 
complex began to take shape. Duke 
Heinrich XIII built the main castle in 
1255 and used it as his second resi-
dence. Entering the first courtyard, 
where the succeeding generations of 
Wittelsbach wives and children lived, 
elements of the complex’s early defen-
sive purpose are obvious. A now-dry 
moat (eight meters deep and 27 me-
ters wide) and two gateways control 
the entrance to the castle’s heart. An 
enormous iron door and a broad arch 
with a satisfyingly menacing portcul-
lis discouraged unwanted “guests.” 

Two covered stairways lead to the 
main buildings which today house 

Population: 18,222

Elevation: 421 meters (1,381 feet) 

Tourist Information: Square 112, 
84489 Burghausen, tel. +49/08677/ 
887140, fax +49/08677/887144, tour-
ismus.burghausen.de, touristinfo@
burghausen.de

Driving distances: 
Frankfurt   460 km/286 mi
Garmisch-P. 216 km/134 mi
Munich  114 km/71 mi
Salzburg  52 km/32 mi 
Vienna    311 km/193 mi

Rail connections: Regional trains run 
hourly from Munich. The trip take 
just over two hours. 

Nearest airports: Munich, 118 km/73 
miles; Salzburg 59 km/37 miles; Inns-
bruck, 191 km/119 miles

Burghausen Castle hours: April-
September, 9am - 6pm daily; October-
March, 10am - 4pm daily. Closed 
some holidays. Free admission.

Burghausen Basics

museums. In the castle’s heyday, the 
stairway on the left led to the Dürnitz, 
a vaulted Gothic knights’ dining hall 
and council chamber. This heated 
room must have been a very popu-
lar gathering place in cold weather. 
Above the Dürnitz was a servants’ 
dance hall. 

The stairway on the courtyard’s 
right side led to apartments for the 
duchess, her children, and the ladies 
of the court who made their perma-
nent residence there. (The duke lived 
at another residence in Landshut.) A 
roofed passageway supported by a 
Roman arch connects the two sides. 
Another heavy iron door in the court-
yard gave entry to the Treasury--to-
day bereft of gold or jewels. St. Eliza-
beth’s Chapel, a Gothic gem and one 
of the oldest Gothic constructions in 
southeastern Bavaria, was also built 
during this time and is dedicated to 
St. Elisabeth of Thüringen, the aunt of 
Heinrich XIII’s wife. 

During the 15th century, under 
three generations of Wittelsbach 
dukes all known as “the Rich” (Hein-
rich XVI, Ludwig IX, and Georg), 
the castle’s final shape emerged. The 

Dürnitz was renovated and expanded 
and an arsenal and stables with grain 
storage facilities were built in another 
courtyard.

Georg the Rich, who grew up in 
Burghausen as the Crown Prince, 
took the threat of Turkish invasion 
very seriously and continued ex-
panding the castle defenses. Hedwig 
Chapel, a late Gothic building in 
the fourth courtyard, dates to his 
reign, as does the massive Georg Tor 
(George Gate) in the second court-
yard. To the right of the gate are two 
coats of arms. One, with the lion and 
familiar white and blue Bavarian pat-
tern, represents Georg and the other, 
with the white eagle, represents his 
Polish wife, Hedwig. 

Under their reign, the seeds for 
the downfall of the House of Lower 
Bavaria were planted: the couple 
produced two daughters but no son 
to assure the family’s claim as rulers. 
Their attempt to pass Bavaria to their 
daughter resulted in the Landshut 
War of Succession and the ultimate 
undoing of the House of Lower Ba-
varia. As a result of the disastrous 
consequences to the family, the castle 
lost its importance and eventually fell 
into a state of disrepair. By the time 
Napoleon arrived in Burghausen in 
1809, it was in such sad state that he 
deemed the once-mighty fortress to 
be of no use for defensive purposes 
and ordered a wall in the sixth court-
yard to be pulled down. Many of the 
buildings in that courtyard have been 
changed or rebuilt and are now pri-
vate homes. 

Explore the courtyards where the 
buildings that supported the daily 
needs of the castle residents stand. 
Not surprisingly, the brewery and the 
bakery are closest to the castle. Other 
courtyards housed the Hofmeis-
ter, the highest official of the castle 
administration; the tax collector; a 
dungeon; and the stables and grain 
storage area. The castle restaurant is a 
convenient and pleasant place to stop 
for light refreshments or lunch.

A Walk around Wöhrsee
The strategic location occupied 

by Burghausen’s castle was created 

http://tourismus.burghausen.de
http://tourismus.burghausen.de
mailto:touristinfo%40burghausen.de?subject=
mailto:touristinfo%40burghausen.de?subject=
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around the end of the Ice Age when 
the Salzach changed its course and a 
section of its former river bed was cut 
off from the main stream. That early 
geological event not only provided an 
ideal location for a fortress, but also 
created a natural retreat for our enjoy-
ment today.

An area for swimming and paddle 
boats provides a recreational space 
for kids to blow off steam. For those 
looking for a quieter experience, a 
nature path leads around the lake. 
Steep pastures slope up from the 
lake to the castle walls. During the 
medieval period, animals grazed here 
as part of the defense strategy. They 
nibbled away at any sprouting trees 
that might obscure the view and hide 
approaching enemies. 

Today goat and sheep herds still 
keep the approaches to the castle 
cleared of tall vegetation. White and 
brown Bergschafen (literally ‘moun-
tain sheep’—but not the mountain 
sheep of the Rocky Mountains), share 
the pastures with brown, black, and 
white spotted goats. This Alpine 
sheep breed is characterized by long, 

wide ears and a shaggy, dense, wool 
coat. The goats also come from an 
old breed called Tauernschecke, which 
are particularly suited for grazing 
on high mountain meadows. Their 
strong legs help them negotiate the 
steep mountains and their striking 
coloration makes them easily visible 
for herders, even in bad weather. Both 
goat and sheep breeds are considered 
rare and threatened by extinction.

The path continues around the 
lake, leading past trees and wild flow-
ers and a patch of water lilies toward 
the far end. Signs (in German) iden-
tify various species of trees. As you 
complete the circuit, the path winds 
past massive fortifications which de-
scend from the castle’s first courtyard.

The Old Town
The Altstadt developed far below 

the castle, along the Salzach River. 
Like the fortress, it witnessed gover-
nance by Agilolfingers and Carolin-
gians. In the 12th and 13th centuries, 
the Wittelsbachers arrived. During the 
reigns of the “Rich Dukes,” the town 
reached its peak of prosperity. Even 
after the Landshut War of Succession, 
it managed to hold onto its wealth 
thanks to river traffic and salt tax 
money. However, in 1594, these pro-
ceeds were rerouted straight into du-
cal pockets and the town went into a 
400-year decline. In the 17th and 18th 
centuries, Bavaria lost its Austrian 
lands and Burghausen was relegated 
to border town status. And as is the 
case with so many Bavarian commu-
nities, it was affected by a succession 
of disasters, primarily floods and 
fires. Not until 1915 when the Wacker 
chemical company opened plants in 
what developed into the new town, 
did Burghausen come back to life.

Start a walk around the town in 
the main square, certainly one of the 
most delightful in Germany. The most 
eye-catching building is the heather-
blue Regierungsgebäude (govern-
ment house) with three turrets from 
the 1500s and a large heraldic Wit-
telsbach decoration from the 1700s. 
Burghausen’s business was transacted 
here in the administrative center of 
the tax authority. Today the build-
ing still serves the townspeople as a 

library and large hall for concerts and 
lectures. 

From the Regierungsgebäude, 
continue to the narrow Bruckgasse, 
which leads to the right, off the town 
square. Admire the welcoming Bavar-
ian lion at the beginning of the bridge 
and continue (cautiously) across to 
enjoy the view. Steps at either end 
of the bridge lead to paths running 
along the river banks. As I walked the 
trail on a Sunday morning, two boats, 
filled with passengers and jazz bands, 
made their way upriver. The far end 
of the bridge is Austria. I don’t recom-
mend continuing on foot because the 
busy street has no sidewalks.

Retrace your steps over the bridge 
and return to the town square. Turn 
right and look for a yellowish three-
part facade (at 100-101).  A religious 
order, the Institute der Englischen 
Fräulein, settled here and built the 
Schutzengel Kirche in 1731. Be sure 
to notice the delicate, hand-crafted 
locks and door handles at the en-
trance. The original ceiling frescoes 
were painted by Innozenz Anton 
Warathi, a local artist.

The ornate building at 97 is the 
Tauffkirchen Palace. Originally the 
residence of the vizedom, a high 
government official, the structure 
also housed Napoleon for four days 
in 1809, thus making Burghausen the 
center of Europe, albeit for a short 
time.

At the northern end of the square 
is the Studienkirche St. Joseph, a for-
mer Jesuit church with convent dating 
from 1630. Its facade resembles that 
of St. Michaels Kirche in Munich’s 
Neuhauser Strasse. To  the right of 
St. Joseph’s is Kurfürst Maximillian 
Gymnasium, one of Bavaria’s oldest 
Gymnasia, which specializes in lan-
guages and music. (The Gymnasium, 
a part of the German school system, 
offers a rigorous eight-year course of 
academic studies that prepares stu-
dents for admission to a university.)

Return to the town square and 
turn south. Two streets, Hofberg and 
Ludwigsberg, converge as they enter 
the square. Hofberg is one of the early 
paths between the town and castle; 
Ludwigsberg was built from stones 
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Winter airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT:  Fares are round trip to Germany for 
low-season travel and include tax & fuel surcharge. 
Call for a to-the-penny quote or get an e-mail 
quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 4/30/2013. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $201 $29
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $201 $29
Opel Astra (Auto) $271 $39
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $227 $32
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $450 $64
Audi A4/GPS  $355 $39
MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*)   $244 $35
BMW 3 (auto/GPS) $330 $47
MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $607  $87
VW Touran  $264 $38
VW Golf Wagon $220 $31
VW Passat Wagon $263 $37
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ E200 SW (Auto/GPS)  $733 $105   
Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $441  $63
VW Sharan 7-pass $457 $65
VW Minibus 9-pass $825 $118

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $133

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Through April 30, 2013, drive a Fullsize  Mer-
cedes C200 (or similar) in germany for a week 

for $233, including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1026
Boston ..........................................$785
Chicago .........................................$852
Dallas ............................................$934
Denver ........................................$1038
Los Angeles ..................................$937
Miami ............................................$844
New York ......................................$675
Orlando .........................................$983
Seattle ........................................$1038
San Francisco .............................$1038
Washington DC ..............................$929
Business Class  ...................$2700 to $5000
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

I-1GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement September 2009

800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
✴☛✭❊◗◗�✡�✼❊�❑❘❚�❊�❘��❑�❋❙�❙❙❍

❘�❊�◗❊❘�❏�❘���❙❚�❊❘❍�◗❊����❊❊❘✒
✶�❘�❙❘�Gemütlichkeit ❏❙�✕✔✠�❍��❙❘

✮❍�❙☛���❙���✒

Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!

(Use discount code Gemut2013)



Get the latest Rail Prices at Gemut.com 

EURAILPASS   1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
15 consecutive days     $750 $638 $489    
21 consecutive days        $967 $823 $630
1 month                          $1191 $1014 $776
2 months                   $1680 $1429 $1094
3 months                  $2073 $1763 $1349
EURAIL FLEXIPASS    1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
10 days in 2 months   $885 $753 $576 
15 days in 2 months   $1161 $988 $756

EURAIL SELECTPASS 
   3 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
       1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $475 $404 $310
6 days in 2 months  $524 $447 $342
8 days in 2 months $620 $527 $404
10 days in 2 months $718 $611 $468
   4 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $531 $452 $347
6 days in 2 months $580 $494 $378
8 days in 2 months $651 $575 $440
10 days in 2 months $772 $657 $503
   5 adjoining countries 1 Adult  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
5 days in 2 months  $585 $498 $381
6 days in 2 months $634 $539 $414
8 days in 2 months $731 $622 $476
10 days in 2 months $824 $701 $537 
15 days in 2 months   $1045 $889 $681
AUSTRIAN RAILPASS 
 1st Cl 2nd Cl Child 1st Child 2nd 
            3 days in 1 month $236 $166 $120 $85
Avg Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $27 $19 $14 $9

AUSTRIA-CzECh PASS
 Adult   Saver*    Youth 
 1st Cl   1st Cl       2nd Cl  
4 days in 2 months    $264 $225 $173 
Avg Extra Rail Day (6 max.)    $ 36 $ 30 $ 23

CzECh-GERMANY PASS  1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $415 $342 $340 $293 $293
6 days in 2 months $463 $380 $378 $324 $324
8 days in 2 months $537 $447 $445 $388 $388
10 days in 2 months $618 $517 $515 $450 $450

EUROPEAN EAST PASS 
Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia
5 days in 1 month                              $315 (1Cl)   $217 (2Cl)
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)                $38   $32

FRANCE RAlL PASS  Adults  Senior Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 1 month $291 $235 $254 $209 $177
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 43  $37 $37 $ 31 $27

FRANCE SAVER PASS   2 Adults*
  1st  Cl   2nd Cl 
3 days in 1 month  $248 $202 
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)   $ 37 $ 31

FRANCE-ITALY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $401 $343 $343 $293 $261
5 days in 2 months $447 $382 $382 $324   $293        
6 days in 2 months $493 $420 $420 $356 $321
7 days  in 2 months $540 $461 $461 $393 $351
8 days  in 2 months $590 $501 $501 $426 $382
9 days  in 2 months $634 $539 $539 $458 $413
10 days in 2 months $680 $578 $578 $491 $443
FRANCE-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.    1st Cl  2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $426 $363 $301
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 46 $40 $33
GERMAN RAILPASS 
 1 Adult  Youth Twin Pass*
 1st Cl.  2nd Cl.  2nd Cl.  1st Cl.  2nd Cl.
3 days in 1 month $344 $263 $210 $265 $194
Avg. Extra Rail Day (7) $ 42 $28 $15 $29 $21   

AUSTRIA-GERMANY PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $424 $366 $366 $312 $313
6 days in 2 months $467 $399 $399 $343 $343
8 days  in 2 months $556 $475 $475 $409 $410
10 days in 2 months $648 $551 $551 $475 $474

GERMANY-BENELUX PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
5 days in 1 month $445 $336 $336 $272 $272
Avg. Extra Rail Day (5 max.)  $46 $35 $36 $27 $27

GERMANY-FRANCE PASS
 1 Adult   Saver*   Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $429 $388 $388 $351 $301
5 days in 2 months $475 $428 $428 $386 $332
6 days in 2 months $520 $469 $469 $416 $367
8 days  in 2 months $609 $550 $550 $478 $429
10 days in 2 months $699 $631 $631 $550 $496
GERMANY-SwITzERLANd PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st  Cl.  1st Cl  2nd Cl
5 days in 2 months $453 $386 $318
6 days in 2 months $499 $424 $351
8 days in 2 months $588 $504 $415
10 days in 2 months $680 $582 $478
ITALY RAIL PASS
 1 Adult  Saver*  Youth
 1st Cl  2nd Cl  1st Cl  2nd Cl   2nd Cl
3 days in 2 months $279 $228 $239 $196 $186
Avg Extra Rail Day $33 $27 $28 $23 $22
AUSTRIA-SwITzERLANd PASS 
 Adults  Saver* Youth
 1st Cl  1st Cl   2nd Cl
4 days in 2 months $404 $344 $284
Avg. Extra Rail Day (6 max.)  $ 44  $38 $31

SwISS SAVERPASS & SwISS PASS
 1 Adult Saver* Youth
 1st     2nd    1st 2nd 1st 2nd
 Class   Class   Class Class Class Class 
4 consec. days  $493 $308 $417 $262 $370 $231
8 consec. days   $711 $445 $604 $377 $533 $334
15 consec. days  $862 $538 $732 $458 $647  $404
22 consec. days  $993 $620 $844 $529 $744 $466
1 month $1093 $683 $930 $581 $821 $513
SwISS SAVER FLEXIPASS & SwISS FLEXIPASS  
 2 or more Adults*    1 Adult
 1st   2nd  1st 2nd
 Class  Class  Class  Class
3 days in 1 month  $399 $251 $470 $294
4 days in 1 month  $486 $303 $570 $356
5 days in 1 month  $561 $351 $659 $412
6 days in 1 month  $637 $398 $751 $469
SwISS CARd 
1 month - 1 round trip                       $319 (1-Cl)  $216 (2-Cl)
plus 50% discount on rail tickets 
SwISS TRANSFER TICKET
1 month - 1 round trip                       $241 (1-Cl)  $151 (2-Cl)

TERMS & CONdITIONS: Prices on this page sub-
ject to change. Canceled orders refunded 85% of 
total charge. Handling fee for cancels is $25.

Special Considerations (Specify countries for countries 
chosen for Selectpass, additional rail days, etc.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Method of Payment  (Visa   MC   AmEx  Diners)

Card #:__________________________Exp. Date_________Est. total amount: $_______

Name ________________________________________

Street________________________________________   

City__________________ State____ Zip____________

Daytime Phone_____________U.S. Depart. Date_______

Order online at 
gemut.raileuorpe.com 
or phone 800-521-6722 Fax form to 541-488-8468 or mail to: 

288 Ridge Road, Ashland OR 97520

(*Prices per person, based on two or more traveling together at all 
times. **Junior & Youth fares apply only to passengers under 26. 
Where senior fares are offered, 60 is qualifying age. Children 4-11 pay 
half the adult fare including Saverpass fares except Switzerland where 
kids under 16 travel free with a parent.)

BUYING RAIL PASSES IN 2013
Because of currency fluctuation, pass 
prices change frequently. Prices listed 
here are approximations. At www.
gemut.raileuorpe.com you can se-
curely buy the listed passes, as well as 
many others, plus book individual tick-
ets. Or, for current prices, and to place 
a rail pass order, call 800-521-6722x3. 
We also book city-to-city tickets by 
phone but charge a service fee. For Eu-
ropean timetables go to www.bahn.de. 

Product  # days  1st/2nd Class  Circle one  Passenger Name    (First and Last as on Passport)  Country of Residence  Price

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT PRICES: The US dollar prices on this page are 
based on the euro and are subject to change with currency fluctuation. Pass 
orders will be processed in dollars, but amounts charged may vary from 
prices shown on this page.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

Mr./Mrs.

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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Gemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special OfferGemütlichkeit Special Offer

Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����Subscriber Discounts On ����

European River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River CruisesEuropean River Cruises

Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings� Here are just a few:

ENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBEENCHANTING DANUBE

� days� Budapest to Passau� From ����

DANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERYDANUBE DISCOVERY

� days� Vienna to Nürnberg� From ����

RHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERYRHINE DISCOVERY

� days� Nürnberg to Basel� From ����

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINECASTLES ALONG THE RHINE

� days� Basel to Amsterdam� From ����

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSELLEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL

�� days� Amsterdam to Basel� From ����

EUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELSEUROPEAN JEWELS

�� days� Buapest to Amsterdam� From ����

EUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDEEUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Vienna to Amsterdam� From ����

EASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLOREREASTERN EUROPE EXPLORER

�� days� Vienna to Bucharest� From ����

PARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCEPARIS & EUROPEAN RIVER ROMANCE

�� days� Paris to Nürnberg� From ����

PARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPEPARIS & THE HEART OF EUROPE

�� days� Paris to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERYGRAND EUROPEAN DISCOVERY

�� days� Basel to Vienna� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDEGRAND EUROPEAN SERERANDE

�� days� Amsterdam to Bucharest� From ����

GRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORERGRAND EUROPEAN EXPLORER

�� days� Basel to Bucharest� From ����

For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone For free video and catalog� or to book space� phone GemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeitGemütlichkeit

������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� press option �press option �press option �press option �press option �

When you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with UniworldWhen you sail with Uniworld

• Shore excursions included

• Non�smoking ships

• English language only

• Unpack only once

• Most deluxe ships in Europe

• Europe’s youngest fleet

• Email available � stay in touch

• Small ship ambiance (��� to ��� guests)

• Hotel�style beds

• Terry cloth robes

• Satellite TV in cabins

• Fitness Center

Early booking

discounts as much

as $900 per

couple

Some 2 for 1 deals on

bookings prior to

August 31, 2009

Gemütlichkeit Special Offer   
Subscriber Discounts On  
2013 River Cruises
 
Choose from dozens of itineraries and sailings. Here are just a few:

Big Savings for Early Booking These 2013 Cruises

vENICE & tHE PO RIvER - New for 2013
      8 days, Venice to Venice. From $2899*

SLENDORS OF ItALY - New for 2013
 13 days, Venice to Rome. From $5499**

LEGENDARY RHINE & MOSEL
 13 days, Amsterdam to Basel. From $4199**

EuROPEAN SERENADE
 13 days, Vienna to Amsterdam. From $4399**

GRAND DANuBE & PRAGuE 
 17 days, Prague to Belgrade. From $5899*** 
     
   GRAND EuROPEAN RIvER vOYAGE 
 27 days, Amsterdam to Istanbul. From $9299****

GRAND EuROPEAN HIGHLIGHtS 
 22 days, Belgrade to Basel. From $7899****

 
 

(*  $300 per couple in select categories if booked by January 15, 2013)
(**  $500 per couple in select categories if booked by January 15, 2013)
(***  $600 per couple in select categories if booked by January 15, 2013)
(****$800 per couple in select categories if booked by January 15, 2013)

When you sail with Uniworld
• Excursions included
• Non-smoking ships
• English language only
• unpack only once
• Most deluxe ships in Europe
• Europe’s youngest fleet

For free catalog or to book space phone Gemütlichkeit 

          800-521-6722 x 2

Additional Discounts 

for Gemut readers

• Email available - stay in touch
• Small ship ambiance (100 to 138 guests)
• Hotel-style beds
• terrycloth robes
• Satellite tv in cabins
• Fitness Center
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recycled from castle ruins in 1835 and 
1836 as a slightly easier descent from 
the castle. If you want to walk from 
the old town up to the new town, this 
is the easiest way. Several paths lead 
to the castle from the central part of 
the main square, but be prepared for a 
steep path and steps.

On the square at number 40 is the 
Stadtapotheke, one of Bavaria’s old-
est pharmacies, in business since 1596.

Looking down on the town from 
the castle, St. Jakob’s Kirche is one 
of the most prominent buildings—its 
Baroque onion-shaped spire reaches 
far above the town toward the castle. 
As its name might suggest, St. Jakob’s 
(St. James’) is on the Bavarian pil-
grimage route to Santiago de Com-
postela in Spain. The interior, with 
pointed arches, vaults and ribbing far 
overhead, screams late Gothic. 

The original church dated to 1140, 
400 years after Christianity took hold 
in the region. After a major town fire 
in 1353, the church was repaired and 
in 1500 the tower was completed. 
Only four years later, another fire 
swept through the town and devas-
tated the church. Within seven years, 
repairs were finished and in 1604 the 
altar was installed. Look closely at the 
figures to the left and right of Christ’s 
arms and you will recognize Moses 
holding the Ten Commandments 
and Abraham preparing to sacrifice 
Isaac. In 1851 the church encountered 
another major problem: the nave’s 
southern wall collapsed. Reconstruc-
tion required five years. The church 
windows were destroyed in 1945 by 
Allied bombing attacks. New win-
dows were installed in the 1950s and 
in the intervening years the church 
underwent a thorough restoration. 
Before leaving, look for two tablets 
hanging in large recessed niches at 
the back of the church on the left and 
right sides. One shows Bavarian, Ty-
rolean, and Swiss pilgrimage paths on 
the route to Santiago de Compostela, 
and the other illustrates the routes in 
France and Spain. 

Just past St. Jakob’s, walk under 
the arch into the pedestrian zone, 
In den Grüben. This street as well 
as Messerzeile, which runs roughly 

parallel to In den Grüben until it 
turns and intersects at Am Bichl, is 
lined with late Gothic buildings, the 
homes of artisans and craftsmen who 
worked in the castle. On the build-
ings, notice the numerous ‘high water 
marks’ (many way overhead) that 
show the water level during vari-
ous floods. Thanks to flood control 
projects in the late 1960s, the Salzach 
has more or less remained within its 
banks and considerable restoration 
has preserved the quarter’s atmo-
sphere. At Am Bichl the city dance 
hall stood until the mid-1800s. 

And All That Jazz!
There seems to have been a lot of 

dancing going on in Burghausen (re-
member the room above the Castle’s 
Dürnitz?) Perhaps this spirit eventu-
ally developed into the Burghausen 
Jazz Festival, for which the city is 
known today. Scattered in the paving 
stones along In den Grüben, plaques 
commemorate various jazz musi-
cians who have performed during 
the 40-year-old festival. Chick Corea, 
Stan Getz, and Dave Brubeck are just 
a few of the greats who have played 
Burgenhausen. 

The 2013 fest is scheduled for 
March 12-17 and features John Ab-
ercrombie and Adam Nussbaum. 
But the town has a lively jazz season 
beyond the short festival week. There 
are concerts throughout the year 
as well other events including jazz 
workshops—usually scheduled dur-
ing the first week of January but occa-
sionally at other times as well.

Raitenhaslach: A Rococo  
Cloister and Church

Six kilometers outside of 
Burghausen is Kloster Rait-
enhaslach, the oldest Cistercian 
monastery in Upper Bavaria. The 
800-year old church, founded by 
Graf Wolfher von Wasentegernbach 
and his wife, sits on Roman ruins. 
Over the centuries, the building was 
renovated according to the style of 
the times until the middle of the 
18th century when the church took 
on its current Rococo style. Many of 
Bavaria’s rulers, including Georg the 
Rich’s Hedwig, are buried here.

During the Secularization (1803) 
when many Church properties were 
dissolved, the cloister was auctioned 
and the property went into a period 
of hibernation. In 2004, the city of 
Burghausen took possession and re-
stored the church to its former splen-
dor. A stage has been erected in the 
inner courtyard for live performances 
and an area has been set aside for art 
exhibits. 

After two and a half days explor-
ing Burghausen, I made my way back 
to the train station. The new town had 
not increased in charm, and the rain, 
a constant companion throughout my 
time in Burghausen, accompanied me 
all the way to the train platform. But 
despite the uncooperative weather, 
the town had created vivid impres-
sions of life in the castle and of the 
brightly-colored buildings that have 
witnessed so much history. It was 
filled with life, music, and architec-
tural gems. Burghausen has much to 
offer—even when the weather refuses 
to cooperate.

Hotels
Travelers without a car face a dif-

ficult choice when deciding where 
to stay in Burghausen: access to the 
castle is easiest from the new town 
but the Altstadt has far more “old 
world” charm. Still, there are good 
hotels in both sections of the city. For 
postal purposes, all hotels listed are 
in Burghausen and have 84489 as the 
post code.

New Town Hotels

Lindacher Hof
This family-owned property offers 

well-lit, comfortably-sized rooms 
with flat-screen televisions 
and free WiFi. Bathrooms have 
heated towel racks and plenty of 
counter space. A large wellness area 
includes a Finnish sauna, solarium, 
and exercise machines. Massages are 
available if booked ahead.

Even in dreary weather, the light-
filled breakfast room will get the day 
off to a pleasant start. The breakfast 
buffet (included in the price of the 
room) displays tempting choices of 
breads, coffee cakes, yogurt, cereals, 
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eggs, bacon, sausages, cheeses, and 
cold meats. The staff goes out of its 
way to make guests comfortable and is 
extremely helpful with providing local 
information and directions. For guests 
with cars, abundant free street parking 
is just outside the door. Guests arriv-
ing by train can easily find the hotel, 
which is no more than a 10-minute 
walk from the station.

Contact:  Mehringer Straße 47, tel. +49 
/08677/9860, info©lindacher-hof.de, 
www.lindacher-hof.de   
Daily Rates: Singles, €85-88, doubles  
€115-125  
Rating: Quality 17/20 Value 16/20 

Hotel Glöcklhofer
The Glöcklhofer is just steps 

from an entrance to the castle and 
faces Ludwigsberg, the street (with 
sidewalk) that leads down to the old 
town. Comfortable, stylish and in-
dividually decorated rooms provide 
plenty of space for relaxing evenings 
and good sleeps. 

Hotel guests also enjoy a 
350-square meter spa with herbal and 
Finnish saunas, steam bath, and other 
wellness facilities. If you can’t find 
something on the extensive break-
fast buffet to pry your eyes open, a 
chef stands ready to fulfill special 
requests (for an additional price). The 
restaurant (open for lunch and din-
ner) serves both Bavarian specialities, 
including game in season, as well as 
dishes from various European culinary 
traditions. 

Contact: Ludwigsberg 4, tel. 
+49/08677/916 400, info©hotel-
gloecklhofer.de, www.hotel-
gloecklhofer.de   
Daily Rates: Singles €79-93, 
doubles €95-125   
Rating: Quality 17/20 Value 16/20

Klostergasthof Raitenhaslach 
Car travelers should consider this 

former Cistercian monastery, about 
six kilometers outside the town. This 
is not the typical monastery 
experience--the monks have 
long gone and the interior 
decorations are neither simple nor 
frugal. But the peaceful, rural atmo-
sphere and proximity to the 800-year 
old church create an experience that 

will remain in your heart for a very 
long time. You will also gain a sense 
of the scale and organization of a 
monastery and the intense economic 
activity that the religious orders pur-
sued in order to make these enter-
prises successful. 

The comfortable rooms are taste-
fully and elegantly decorated and 
lend themselves to restoration and 
relaxation. Large windows allow 
plenty of sunshine to brighten the 
rooms and bathrooms are comfort-
ably sized with counter space to 
accommodate toiletries.

The restaurant, under massive 
vaulted ceilings in the former brew-
ery, has won awards for its Bavarian 
dishes. Of course, there’s a large beer 
garden shaded by stately chestnut 
trees for those picture-perfect days 
when you can’t imagine being any-
where other than Bavaria.

Contact: Raitenhaslach 9, tel. 
+49/08677/9730 or 9650, www.
klostergasthof.com 
Daily Rates: Singles €89, doubles €135 
Rating: Quality 18/20 Value 18/20

old Town Hotels

Hotel Post 
This hotel in the center of the old 

town is owned by the same family that 
operates the hotel at Raitenhaslach. 
The building dates to 1504 and sits 
directly on the town square at the foot 
of the castle, so be prepared for an 
environment that exudes the town’s 
essence--and don’t expect an elevator!

Rooms are agreeably sized, with 
wood paneling, comfortable sofa and 
chairs, digital television and WiFi, 
which is included in the room price. 
Beds with fluffy pillows are inviting 
after a busy day. 

A buffet breakfast, included in 
the room price, starts the day with 
substantial choices of yogurts, breads, 
Müsli and other cereals, eggs, sausag-
es—you won’t go hungry. 

Contact: Stadtplatz 39, tel. +49/08677/ 
9650, info@altstadthotels.net, www.
altstadthotels.net/hotel/hotelpost.html   
Daily Rates: Single €79-89, doubles 
€105-125  
Rating: Quality 16/20 Value 16/20

Hotel Bayerischer Hof 
Also on the town square, this is an-

other overnight option. The rooms are 
simpler than the other hotels, but are 
clean and comfortable. Bathrooms are 
basic but functional. The room price 
includes breakfast; WiFi is available, 
but costs extra. 

Contact: Stadtplatz 45-46, tel. 
+49/08677/97840, info©bayerischer-
hof-burghausen.de, www.bayerisch-
er-hof-burghausen.de   
Daily Rates: Singles €65, doubles €85 
Rating: Quality 14/20 Value 17/20

 
Restaurants

Fuchsstuben 
Fuchsstuben opened two years ago 

and pursues a theme of fresh, regional 
dishes that change with the season. 
Carefully chosen wines complement 
the menu choices. Two dining 
rooms, a beer garden and 
lounge provide seating areas 
with a contemporary vibe. Start 
your meal with a Hugo, a popular 
aperitif of Prosecco, elderflower syrup 
and mint. Continue with cream of 
pumpkin soup or a Parmesan soup 
with foam. Then choose between por-
cini ravioli, Wienerschnitzel, or pork 
medallions wrapped in bacon. Veg-
etarian choices, salads, and local fish 
dishes offer alternative choices.

Contact: Mautnerstrasse 271, tel. 
+49/08677/61965, kaffeemuehle-
burghausen©gmx.de, www.fuchss-
tuben.de   
Dinner: €25-35   
Rating: Quality 17/20 Value 17/20

Landhotel Reisingers  
Bayerische Alm

If you are staying in the new 
town, your best choice for a meal and 
Gemütlichkeit is the Bayerische Alm. 
The restaurant (and hotel) is at the far 
end of Robert Koch Strasse, about a 
half-hour walk from the center. 

True to its name, the hotel sits at 
the edge of an Alm, a meadow, with 
a lovely view of the countryside and 
castle. (Or so I am told. Since fog hung 
low and rain constantly threatened, 
the view was obscured.) Bavarian 
and international menu items vie for 
attention. Pork or Tafelspitz, a boiled 
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beef brisket served with potatoes, root 
vegetables and horseradish, is always 
a good option.

The evening of my visit was quiet 
and I sat at the Stammtisch with the 
Reisingers (the owners), Herr Reising-
er’s mother, and another local gentle-
man (whose wedding was performed 
by the former Father Ratzinger, now 
Pope Benedikt). Herr Reisinger has 
great marketing skills—it was he who 
started the campaign to list Burghau-
sen Castle in the Guinness Book of World 
Records. He also organizes an occasion-
al farmers market on the hotel grounds 
to highlight local foods and crafts. 
Frau Reisinger comes from Australia 
and her outgoing personality makes 
everyone feel welcome and at home.

Contact: Robert Koch Str. 211, tel. 
+49/08677/9820, info@bayerisch-
eAlm.de, www.bayerischeAlm.de 
Dinner: €15-25 
Rating: Quality 16/20 Value 17/20

Hotel Post
The menu here features Bavar-

ian and international specialities. The 
kitchen emphasizes local products, 
although the breakfast yogurt comes 
from northern Germany. That’s a sur-
prise given Bavaria’s reputation for 
dairy specialities and the proliferation 
of top-quality, truly local yogurt.

The dinner entrees were carefully 
prepared and handsomely presented. 
I can vouch for the pork medallions, 
draped with chanterelles in a cream 
sauce and served with homemade 
Spätzle and crisply cooked broccoli and 
zucchini. The food was as good as its 
presentation. 

The dining room is picture-book 
Bavarian with dark wood paneling, 
vaulted ceilings and large tables that 
accommodate families and groups 
of friends. The outdoor cafe is a fine 
choice for an afternoon respite over a 
Austrian Grüner Veltiner or an aperitif.

Contact: Stadtplatz 39, tel. +49/08677/ 
9650, info@altstadthotels.net or  
www.altstadthotels.net/hotel/hotel-
post.html   
Dinner: €15-25  
Rating: Quality 15/20 Value 15/20

A Final Restaurant Thought
Though I had time for only a cof-

fee, Yves, a small, all-purpose cafe-
restaurant-bar on the same side of 
the town square as Hotel Post, made 
a positive impression. It is high on 
my list when I next return. During 
my brief visit I found the staff to be 
friendly and I can specially recom-
mend the cappuccino—the clouds of 
foamed milk atop the Illy espresso 
recall the puffy cumulus in a blue 
Bavarian summer sky.

Yves, from France, presides over 
the kitchen, and produces tempting 
seasonal choices ranging from Asian 
curries to fresh fish and mussels and 
beef specialties. Aperitifs include Lil-
let-based drinks, unusual in a region 
that tends to favor Aperol (similar 
to Campari but with lower alcoholic 
content) spritzes, and Hugos. 

Contact: Stadtplatz 54, tel. 
+49/08677/ 7048570, info@yves-
burghausen.de, www.yves-burghau-
sen.de   
Dinner: €15-25  

This a pleasant, restful drive 
rather than an exciting, spectacu-
lar one. Its main satisfaction is the 
peace and quiet of the country-
side. The terrain is rolling, mostly 
meadows and fields, interrupted by 
stands of timber, as a good portion 
of the route is through the Steiger-
wald Forest. At this time of year in 
the fields are great piles of what ap-
pear to be rutabagas, often covered 
with tarps and no doubt waiting 
to be loaded and hauled away for 
processing. 

The many villages—we counted 
at least eight in the first 25 kilome-
ters—are much the same, made up 
of mostly working farms in which 
a large main building houses both 
a residence and a barn for animals 
and machinery. There is the inevita-
ble church spire and at this season 
a Christmas tree sits atop a long, 
slender pole that can be as high or 
higher than the church spire.

About the time you’re start-

ing to think this is just another 
rural road, along comes Ebrach. 
The first clue that this town of just 
1,100 souls might be unlike the 
others is the arched gate through 
which cars must pass to enter. Then 
comes the big surprise; a massive 
complex of buildings and gardens, 
anchored by a 13th century Gothic 
Monastery Church with 26 altars 
and 50 windows. Once you are 
inside the church don’t miss the 
giant, wheel-shaped stained-glass 
windows on the western wall, 
framed by the pipes of the church’s 
celebrated organ. Steps across the 
parking lot is Ebrach Abbey, a Ba-
roque building similar in style to 
the famed Residenz at Würzburg. 
The celebrated architect, Balthasar 
Neumann, had a hand in the design 
of both. Though part of the abbey 
is now a juvenile detention center, 
two wings are open to visitors; a 
fine marble entry hall with frescoed 
ceiling, and the Kaisersaal where the 
prince-bishops of Würzburg enter-
tained.

For three weeks each July, the 
village and its ancient buildings are 
a fine setting for the annual Ebrach 
Summer of Music Bruckner Festi-
val, an event that effectively dou-
bles the town’s population.

For those who decide to stop in 
Ebrach, the family-owned Hotel-
Restaurant Klosterbräu is directly 
on the main square. The three-story 
L-shaped Baroque-style building, 
with its elaborate stone arch entry, 
was surely part of the abbey en-
clave at one time. Double rooms 
start around €60. 

Beyond Ebrach are three towns 
of interest, only one of them on road 
#22, though it’s only a short detour 
to the other two. Prichsenstadt, 
a few ‘klicks’ south of #22, is an 
old city of walls, towers, and half-
timbered houses in the Franconian 
wine country. At the chic Freihof 
Hotel & Spa, in the center of the 
historic Altstadt, double rooms are 
€150-€200. But 100 meters away, 
old-timey, family-owned Grüner 
Baum, offer doubles from €58.

About 10 minutes north of 
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#22, wine is as important to the 
1106-year-old town of Volkach as it 
is to Napa or Rheims, and the an-
nual August wine festival is said 
to be the most important in all of 
Franconia. Like all towns along this 
drive, Volkach is not besmirched by 
American fast food joints and has 

the required narrow lanes, beautiful-
ly restored half-timbered buildings, 
and ancient character. The great 
wood carver Tilman Riemenschnei-
der’s 15th century Madonna of the 
Rosary can be seen in the pilgrim-
age church Maria im Weingarten. 
Among Volkach’s several hotels we 
recommend the Vier Jahreszeiten, 
with its high ceilings, canopy beds 
and antiques. Doubles start at €120. 
The hotel has no restaurant but we 
found good, inexpensive food a few 
steps down the street at Weinstube 
Torbäck.

Those who stay on road #22 will 
pass through the gates and over the 
cobblestones of Dettelbach, a walled 
village with many stone towers. 
Travelers looking to find a base from 
which to explore the Franconian 
wine region should consider Tower 
Hartlieb, an extraordinary four-
level apartment with kitchen, din-
ing/living area, full bath and three 
beds. The top two floors consist of 
a tiny wooden house perched atop 
the remains of one of the cylindrical 
stone towers in the city wall. The 
per night price of €60 underscores 
this part of Germany’s affordability.

Our Franconia expert, Sharon 
Hudgins, advises a stop at Cafe-
Konditorei Kehl or Cafe Achtmann 
for the local specialty, freshly baked 

Musskatzinen, honey-spice cookies, 
and a wine-tasting at Weinkeller 
Apfelbacher, just outside the city 
walls. 

Once Dettelbach is in your rear-
view mirror, Würzburg is less than 
20 minutes away. —RHB

Contacts
Hotel-Restaurant Klosterbräu, 

Marktplatz 4, Ebrach, D-96157, tel. 
+49/09553180, www.landidyll.com/go/
klosterbraeu.hotelinfo, klosterbraeu@
landidyll.com

Hotel Freihof, Prichsen-
stadt, Freihofgasse 3, D-97357, tel. 
+49/09383/9020340, www.freihof-prich-
senstadt.de

Hotel Grüner Baum, Schulin-
strasse 14, D-97357 Prichsenstadt, tel. 
+49/09383/1572, www.gasthaus-gruen-
er-baum.com, info@gasthaus-gruener-
baum.com

Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten, Haupt-
strasse 31 D-97332 Volkach, tel.  
+49/09381/84840, www.vier-jahreszeit-
en-volkach.de, info@vier-jahreszeiten-
volkach.de

Weinstube Torbäck, Hauptstrasse 35, 
D-97332 Volkach, tel. +49/09381/716171, 
www.torbaeck.de

Tower Hartlieb, Family Hartlieb, 
Scherenberg Strasse 6, D-97337, Dettel-
bach, tel. +49/09324/3671, www.turm-
hartlieb.de, m-hartlieb@t-online.de

Café-Konditorei Kehl, Eichgasse 5, 
Dettelbach, www.cafe-kehl.de

Café Achtmann, Falter Straße 24, 
Dettelbach, www.cafeachtmann.de

Georg Apfelbacher Winery, Neu-
seser Street 3, D-97337 Dettelbach, tel. 
+49/09324/9822-0, www.apfelbacher-
wein.de

From the first 26 years of Gemütlichkeit

January, 1987: Grand Hotel Hun-
garia, Budapest

The meals eaten there were all of 
great quantity but with little else to 
recommend except price. A dinner bill 
for three persons, including wine and 
dessert, was $18. A room service meal 
consisting of a goose liver rice pilaf, soup 
and dessert was $3.36. 

April, 1992: Waldhotel Doldenhorn, 
Kandersteg, Switzerland

After dinner we move to the Bures-
tube for coffee. Some of the locals come 
for cards. We watch and have a glass of 
port.  At 11:30, back to the room. It is 
dead quiet. The maids have come and 
closed all the drapes and replaced the 
towels. I try to call the office (3 p.m. 
Pacific Coast time) but get the sound of 
my own voice on the recorder. My God, 
who’s minding the store? At this point, 
who cares? Zzzzzzzzzz.

August, 1997: Evolène, Switzerland 

If we wanted to virtually disappear 
from the face of the earth for a week 
or so it might be to the little hamlet of 
Evolène, about a 25-minute drive into 
the mountains above Sion. There, among 
the wooden, weathered, brown/black 
Valasian houses, we would find a simple 
hotel or pension, or perhaps rent a small 
chalet. Days we would walk the easier 
mountain trails and evenings eat hearty 
mountain food and drink Valasian wine 
alongside grizzled locals.

October, 2001: First Post-9/11 Issue

Think for a moment about all the 
smokers who are canceling plans to 
travel to Europe fearing they may die at 
the hands of terrorists.

April, 2005:  One Euro = $1.29, One 
Swiss Franc = 83 cents

With the two richest men in Ameri-
ca, Bill Gates and Warren Buffet, buying 
euros, one would have to be a cockeyed 
optimist to envision a stronger dollar 
anytime soon. Thus we must continue 
the search for regions, cities, hotels, and 
restaurants where our puny dollars have 
more purchasing power.

The Way it Was
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