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Car Rental Pitfalls

P O T S D A M

Swiss Wine and Beer 

by Sharon Hudgins

his is one of those towns that 
has much to offer in its own 
right but sits in the shadow of a 

great city, in this case Germany’s capi-
tal, Berlin. It’s often said that Potsdam 
is to Berlin as Versailles is to Paris. But 
Potsdam is also a capital, the former 
royal seat of the Prussian kings and 
today the government seat of the Fed-
eral State of Brandenburg. Over the 

centuries Potsdam 
has been a religious 

and cultural magnet, attracting im-
migrants as diverse as Swiss, Italians, 
Bohemians, French Huguenots, Rus-
sian Orthodox, and Dutch Protestants, 
all of whose influences can still be seen 
in the city’s eclectic architecture and 
cultural traditions.

Even with such a history, Potsdam 
remains off the beaten track, and its 
magnificent palaces, parks, and gar-
dens, but for its distinctive neighbor-

by Sharon Hudgins

hoods, lovely lakes, neoclassical mon-
uments, world-famous film studio, 
and interesting museums, deserve 
more attention than they get. 

The jewel in Potsdam’s crown is 
Sanssouci Park, an ensemble of pal-
aces and gardens built under Freder-
ick II of Prussia (Frederick the Great) 
in the 18th century and expanded un-
der Frederick Wilhelm IV in the 19th 
century. The pretty Sanssouci Palace 
is a summer residence with terraced 
vineyards, completed in 1747, that 
is considered the finest example of 
Frederick the Great’s aesthetic taste. 
The adjacent Picture Gallery (1763), 
which displays masterpieces of Eu-
ropean art, was the first independent 
museum building in Germany. 

The massive 200-room New Pal-
ace at Sanssouci (1763-69), on the 
western side of the park, is consid-
ered the last great Prussian Baroque 

his month concludes the three-
part series, An Epicurean’s 
Guide to Switzerland. In March 

we were guided through a sampling 
of regional specialties; then last month 
two of Switzerland’s most famous 

comestibles—cheese 
and chocolate— 

were highlighted. Now we wet our 
whistle on Swiss wine regions, winer-
ies and breweries. 

In Vino Veritas
More than 50 grape varieties are 

cultivated in Switzerland, some of 
them unique to the country. Wine 
lovers can spend years exploring 
Switzerland’s wine regions, visiting 
the vineyards, the vintners, and the 
caves where the wines are aged. Many 
wineries open their doors to visitors at 
certain times of the year for tours and 

wine tastings; others are open year 
round. (Check with the local tourist 
offices for specific dates and opening 
times.) In several parts of Switzer-
land, it is also possible to hike, bike, 
or drive along informative “wine 
trails” and visit interesting wine 
museums. The many wine festivals 
held in these regions (usually in Au-
gust, September, or October) are an 
excellent way to experience the local 
culture and taste wines not always 
marketed beyond the area. For more 
information, see www.myswitzer-
land.com/wine and suite101.com/
article/wine-harvest-festivals-in-
switzerland-a385162.  

There are a number of ways travel-
ers wind up with unexpected expens-
es and inconveniences on a European 
trip. Not understanding that using 
your mobile phone to surf the Internet 
can rack up the dollars fast. Becoming 
ill or getting injured in Europe and 
not having medical coverage can have 
big dollar ramifications (don’t assume 
Medicare covers because it doesn’t; 
you need to be on the correct Medigap 
plan). And, of course, books, periodi-
cals and massive websites exist solely 
to chronicle the ways in which airlines 
are allowed to herd us like cattle and 
relieve us of our treasure. Ignorance 
of the rental car process, however, will 
always be a leading cause of traveler 
inconvenience and post-vacation cred-
it card statement surprises. After all, 
renting a car is a special kind of travel 
transaction. The traveler takes sole 
possession, without supervision, of a 
$10,000 to $90,000 piece of machinery 
that the rental company understand-
ably takes great pains to ensure is 
returned none the worse for wear, 
sometimes weeks later and hundreds 
of miles from where it all began. 

By now almost everyone with a 
credit card that covers damage to a 
rental car—or theft of it—knows not 
to purchase insurance (unless required 
to as in Italy and two or three other 
countries around the world) at the 
rental counter. Still, every day dozens 
of North Americans, dazed by an 
overnight flight, sign whatever pa-
perwork is put in front of them. Most 
rental car agents at major airports 
understand that travelers from our 
continent don’t purchase rental com-
pany insurance because we know it is 
expensive, carries a high deductible, 
and almost always invalidates any 
insurance provided by our credit card. 
But some rental agents are new, some 
are simply incompetent, some don’t 
care, and a tiny few are willing, for the 
sake of a commission, to try to sneak 

http://www.myswitzerland.com/wine
http://www.myswitzerland.com/wine
http://suite101.com/article/wine-harvest-festivals-in-switzerland-a385162
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Public rooms   5%

Facilities/Restaurant  20%
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an insurance charge onto the rental 
contract. And the farther you get from 
major cities the less awareness there is 
among agents of North American buy-
ing habits. European credit cards, you 
see, typically do not cover rental car 
insurance, thus most Europeans accept 
the optional coverage, and out in the 
sticks rental agents mostly deal with 
customers who want to purchase it. 

Even if you have credit card insur-
ance you must make sure it’s valid. 
First, the credit card requires that 
you not have any other insurance on 
the rental car and, second, you must 
promptly report any damage to the 
credit card company. Fail to notify on 
time and you are out of luck. 

There’s another way to lose credit 
card coverage; by paying in cash for an 
item on the rental contract. Let’s say, 
for example, that you return the car at 
the end of the trip and the only item 
you still owe is a €10 vehicle license 
fee. Your flight leaves in two hours, 
you have a few euros left over, so you 
reach in your pocket and pay in cash. 
In doing so, you invalidated your 
credit card’s insurance and if the rental 
company decides to charge you €500 
for a dent or scratch, it will come out of 
your pocket. Credit card rules specify 
that in order to qualify for reimburse-
ment you must pay for all items on the 
contract with the credit card. 

You should also understand exactly 
what is covered…or better yet, not cov-

ered…by the credit card’s insurance or, 
when you are forced to purchase it in 
a country such as in Italy, by the rental 
company’s insurance. Among the items 
not covered are tires, wheels, glass, in-
terior, undercarriage, roof and, in some 
cases, even side mirrors. Generally 
speaking, your credit card’s coverage is 
more complete than what you will buy 
from the rental company, but none of it 
is perfect. 

Time, they say, is money. Most in-
conveniences mean a loss of time, and 
therefore a loss of money. Few travel 
inconveniences are more aggravating 
than when the rental agent announces 
that he rented your car to someone else 
because you were late. Ah, but you 
say you have a pre-paid rental. Well, if 
your pre-paid booking is fully cancel-
able the rental company knows that 
and also knows that in order for them 
to get paid you have to show up. After 
about 45 minutes to an hour, a cus-
tomer who hasn’t arrived to pick up a 
rental car is starting very much to look 
like a no-show. Rather than turn away 
walk-up customers, the rental com-
pany makes a business decision that 
is not in your favor—especially if they 
can rent the car at their much higher 
counter rate. Either be on time or let 
the rental company know you will be 
late. Thus we strongly recommended 
that your airport car rental reservation 
contain your flight number. That way, 
if your plane is late, the rental com-
pany knows where you are. 

Just below ‘no car’ on the rental 
car aggravation/inconvenience meter 

is ‘wrong car,’ which usually means 
a car that is too small and probably a 
category below what the renter booked 
and paid for. Too often, tired and anx-
ious to get on the road, the traveler 
gives in, and decides to accept the car, 
perhaps thinking to exchange it for 
something better in the next day or 
two. That’s certainly doable but once 
the renter gets away from the initial 
rental site, the logistics of an exchange 
can be a bit daunting. Rental compa-
nies aren’t keen on swaps (a different 
location has to provide a car it planned 
to rent to someone else) and you may 
have to spend hours on the phone and 
drive many miles out of your way to 
make the exchange. Our best advice is 
never leave the rental area until satis-
fied. Once you are certain you are being 
downgraded, demand to see a supervi-
sor, call any help or safety-net numbers 
that came with your booking, but do 
not drive off in a car you don’t want. 
Getting a replacement later may be 
more difficult than you think.—RHB

http://www.gemut.com/csub.html
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Potsdam
Continued from page 1 Population: 156,000

Elevation: 34 meters (108 feet) 

Tourist Information: Potsdam Tour-
ism Service, Am Neuen Markt 1, 
14467 Potsdam, tel. +49/331-2755-
8899, www.potsdamtourismus.de.

Driving distances: 
Berlin   38 km/23 mi 
Frankfurt  519 km/323 mi  
Hanover  257 km/160 mi  
Hamburg 283 km/176 mi  
Munich  555 km/345 mi

Nearest Airports: Berlin Tegel, 38 
km/23 mi; Berlin Schönefeld, 55 
km/34 mi.

Public Transportation:  Potsdam is 
only 40 minutes by train from the 
center of Berlin. Purchase a Potsdam 
& Berlin Welcome Card for unlim-
ited travel on public transportation 
in both cities and discounts on 211 
tourist attractions. Price per person: 
48 hours for €19.90, 72 hours for 
€25.90, and 5 days for €35.90 (www.
potsdam-tourism.com/details/
potsdam-berlin-welcomecard.html.

Map:  The best local map is Potsdam: 
Der illustrierte Stadtplan (with tips and 
advice for visitors), in German.

Potsdam Basics

palace. In 2012, the year of Frederick 
the Great’s 300th birthday, it was the 
site of a special exhibition about the 
Prussian king, and several more of the 
palace’s rooms were put on view. All 
these magnificent edifices in Sanssouci 
Park are open to the public, includ-
ing a number of other buildings—an 
orangery, a Chinese house, re-created 
Roman baths, another palace, a wind-
mill, and a church. 

Between 1990 and 1999, Sanssouci 
and a large group of other properties, 
in Potsdam and Berlin, were classified 
as a single UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. The largest such designation in 
Germany, it covers more than 1,200 
acres and 150 buildings constructed 
between 1730 and 1917. Included 
among these are a variety of architec-
tural ensembles from different eras. 

The Cecilienhof Palace (en.wiki-
pedia.org/wiki/Cecilienhof), built in 
1913-1917 in the style of a 16th-century 
English Tudor manor house, was the 
last Hohenzollern royal residence con-
structed before World War I changed 
the map of Europe. But this handsome 
building is most remembered as the 
site of the Potsdam Conference at the 
end of World War II, where Truman, 
Churchill (later Attlee, after Churchill 
lost the July ‘45 general election in 
Britain) and Stalin met to decide on 
how to proceed after the victory in 
Europe, which resulted in the Potsdam 
Agreement. 

The Russian Colony of Alexan-
drowka is a collection of 13 wooden 
houses, built in Russian village style 
for a group of immigrants in the 1820s. 
In addition to a Russian Orthodox 
chapel, the enclave includes a Russian 
restaurant and a small museum. 

The Bornstedt Crown Estate is a 
centuries-old royal property rebuilt 
in the 1840s in the style of an Ital-
ian Tuscan village. Today it houses 
a historical wine cellar, brewery and 
distillery, cafe, several interesting 
shops, and a crafts center featuring 
candle making, blacksmithing, weav-
ing, knitting, silk painting, pottery 
making, and other arts.

Historic City Center
Palaces project power, but the 

places where common people live and 
work often say more about a city than 
its royal residences do. Potsdam’s his-
toric city center was severely damaged 
during World War II, and it declined 
further during the postwar era under 
40 years of East German rule. But since 
German reunification in 1990, the town 
has undergone a spate of rebuilding 
and restoration, which has renewed 
and revived the center, turning it into a 
first-rate tourist attraction.

Bordered by four monumental 
stone gates (each in a different archi-
tectural style), the heart of the com-
pact city center is the Brandenburger 
Strasse, Potsdam’s “Broadway,” the 
main shopping street. But you’ll dis-
cover the city’s real character by stroll-
ing along the smaller side streets and 
through the little courtyards tucked 
between the two- and three-story 

buildings. Surrounded by houses 
dating to the 18th century, the New 
Market is considered to be one of the 
most beautiful Baroque squares in 
Europe. Here you’ll find the Old City 
Hall, the St. Nicholas Church, and the 
former royal coach house, now home 
to a regional museum, the House of 
Brandenburg-Prussian History.

A popular Potsdam activity is 
wandering the Dutch Quarter, a 
district of 135 red-brick houses built 
in the mid-1700s for Dutch crafts-
men who emigrated to Potsdam. It’s 
Europe’s largest ensemble of build-
ings in the Dutch style outside of the 
Netherlands. Today, this section of the 
city—with its quaint courtyards, tiny 
pubs and cafes, artisans’ workshops, 
galleries, and boutiques—has its own 
special, laid-back ambience. The Dutch 
Quarter also hosts a colorful tulip fes-
tival in the spring, a pottery fair with 
handmade wares in the autumn, and a 
Dutch Christmas market.

Other Attractions
The natural colors of Potsdam are 

green and blue. Only one-fourth of this 
city of 156,000 people is truly urban; 
the other three-quarters of the land 
area is green space: forests, parks, and 
gardens. Potsdam is also defined by 
water, with 20 lakes and rivers in and 
around the city, making it a haven for 
lovers of water sports. A fun way to 
get around the town is by water taxi, 
from any of 13 stations on the city’s 
waterways (www.potsdamer-wasser-
taxi.de). 

Fans of spy stories will want to fol-
low the Havel River to the Glienicke 
Bridge, one of the best known border 
posts between East Germany and West 
Berlin during the Cold War. Known 
as the “Bridge of Spies,” it figured in 
real life as the point where the United 
States and the Soviet Union traded 
spies on four occasions, and in fiction 
as a sinister setting in some of John le 
Carré’s popular spy novels. Nearby, 
the Villa Schöningen features a per-
manent exhibit about the history of the 
Glienicke Bridge and the Cold War. 
Following that same theme, one can 
also visit Potsdam’s so-called “Forbid-
den Town” (a.k.a. “KGB Village”), a 
formerly “closed” section of the city, 

http://www.potsdamtourismus.de/
http://www.potsdam-tourism.com/details/potsdam-berlin-welcomecard.html
http://www.potsdam-tourism.com/details/potsdam-berlin-welcomecard.html
http://www.potsdam-tourism.com/details/potsdam-berlin-welcomecard.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecilienhof
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecilienhof
http://www.potsdamer-wassertaxi.de
http://www.potsdamer-wassertaxi.de
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Key Websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all 
at 10 percent off for subscribers. Use discount 
code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/ Swiss and European 
rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info Info on electron-
ics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 

off-limits to most citizens during East 
German rule, where members of the 
secret police lived in high-security 
quarters and administered the KGB 
prison there.

On a lighter note, one can easily 
spend most of a day at the large Film-
park Babelsberg, one of Potsdam’s 
most popular visitor destinations. 
Opened in 1993, this entertaining 
and educational movie theme park is 
located adjacent to the famous Babels-
berg Film Studio, which celebrated 
its 100th anniversary in 2012. The old-
est full-scale film studio in the world, 
Babelsberg is where such classic mov-
ies as The Blue Angel, Metropolis, and 
The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari were filmed, 
as well as many more recent hits. The 
Filmpark offers studio tours, stunt 
shows, exhibits of original movie sets, 
and more. Film buffs will also want to 
visit the Potsdam Film Museum, the 
oldest museum of its kind in Germany, 
located in the former royal stables near 
the New Market, which houses an 
impressive collection of artifacts per-
taining to German film history.

Finally, if you’re in Potsdam in 
December, you can delight in five dif-

ferent Christmas markets featuring the 
holiday traditions, crafts, and foods 
of Germany, the Netherlands, Bohe-
mia, and Poland, as well as the special 
Italianate atmosphere at the Christmas 
market on the grounds of the Bornst-
edt Estate.

Hotels

Bayrisches Haus
“Affordable luxury” is an over-

worked phrase by writers of hotel 
advertisements. In the case of this 
Relais & Chateaux property, however, 
it applies. Set deep in the woods, 
though not far from Potsdam 
center, the original Bavarian-
style chalet was built in 1847 
by Friedrich Wilhelm IV for his wife, 
Elisabeth Ludovika of Bavaria.

The 41 guestrooms, spread over 
multiple buildings, are large and mod-
ern with five-star quality design and 
furnishings. 

Guests enjoy forest views through 
the oversized windows of the hotel’s 
first-class spa. 

Though many of the guestrooms 
are a bargain, the handsome, wood-
paneled Restaurant Friedrich Wil-
helm rates a Michelin star and is 
priced accordingly. Plan to spend $175 
to $250 on a dinner for two with wine. 
Simpler and much cheaper country 
cooking—but still good quality—can 
be found in the hotel’s Alte Foresterei 
restaurant where salads and soups are 
in the €4 to €10 range and main dishes 
€18-21.

Given its location, this is probably 
not the best choice for the rail traveler. 
On the other hand, those who would 
like to interrupt the peace and quiet 
with some of the many pleasures of a 
great city, it’s only a 35-minute drive 
or 45 minutes by public transport to 
Berlin’s Zoo Station. 

Contact: Hotel Bayrisches Haus, Im 
Wildpark/Elisenweg 2, D-14471 Pots-
dam, tel. + 49/0331 55 05 0, fax 55 05 
560, info@bayrisches-haus.de, www.
bayrisches-haus.de/.
Daily Rates: Singles from €80, doubles 
from €125, junior suites from €165, 
deluxe suites from €225
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 18/20

Hotel am Luisenplatz
Another good choice is in an 18th 

century building converted in 1997 
to a four-star hotel. Many of the 38 
spacious guest rooms and apartments 
feature tall windows and high ceilings. 
Inward facing rooms have views of the 
hotel’s courtyard and garden. Those 
on the outside look to the Luisenplatz 
fountain, Potsdam’s Bran-
denburg Gate and Sanssouci 
Park. Ask for Number 11 with 
a balcony and three big windows that 
face the park. A suite, Number 74, is 
the largest, with a big sleeping room, 
kitchen with skylight, and a huge liv-
ing room.

Around the corner the hotel op-
erates smaller, simpler, and much 
cheaper accommodations in its Bed & 
Breakfast am Luisenplatz. The B&B’s 
apartments or flats are an extraordi-
nary value.

Contact: Hotel am Luisenplatz, 
Luisenplatz 5, D-14471 Potsdam, tel. 
+49/0331/97 19 00, fax 97 19 019, 
info@hotel-luisenplatz.de,  www.
hotel-luisenplatz.de
Daily Rates: Singles €79-129, doubles 
€119-139, suites €129-169. Bed & Break-
fast building: singles €49, doubles €69; 
flats are €59 single and €79 double.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

Schlosshotel Cecilienhof
Though more English in style 

than Germanic, this historic hotel, 
the last palace built by the Hohen-
zollern family, will probably never 
lose its connection to the men who 
walked its halls in the summer of 
1945; Joseph Stalin, Harry Truman, 
Winston Churchill, and his successor, 
Clement Attlee. It was in this build-
ing that Truman told Stalin the U.S. 
had developed a weapon of great 
destructive power, the Atom Bomb, 
something Stalin already knew from 
his spies in the Manhattan Project. 
It was also from here that Truman 
gave the order to drop the bomb on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The most 
prominent reminder of that momen-
tous 16-day conference—convened 
to decide Germany’s post-war fate—
is the large Red Star floral center-
piece in the main courtyard.
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Fall airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are round trip to Germany for 
shoulder-season travel and include tax & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get 
an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/2013. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $195 $28
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $207 $30
Opel Astra (Auto) $264 $38
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $244 $35
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $383 $55
Skoda Superb $302 $43
MBZ C180/GPS (w/upgrade*) $263 $36
Skoda Superb (auto) $332 $47
BMW 5 (Auto/GPS) $526  $75
VW Touran  $241 $34
VW Touran (Auto) $271 $39
VW Passat Wagon $253 $36
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ C200 SW (GPS)  $379 $54      
MBZ E-Class SW (GPS) $378  $54
VW Sharan 7-pass $482 $69
VW Minibus 9-pass $833 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $119

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Book a five-passenger van, VW Touran
 (or similar) in Germany for a week               

for $241 ($271 automatic), including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1135
Boston ..........................................$986
Chicago .........................................$897
Dallas ..........................................$1116
Denver ........................................$1192
Los Angeles ..................................$987
Miami ............................................$944
New York ......................................$872
Orlando .......................................$1090
Seattle ........................................$1031
San Francisco .............................$1219
Washington DC ..............................$999
Call Now for Summer Business Class Specials
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

I-1GEMÜTLICHKEIT Advertising Supplement September 2009

800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
✴☛✭❊◗◗�✡�✼❊�❑❘❚�❊�❘��❑�❋❙�❙❙❍
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✶�❘�❙❘�Gemütlichkeit ❏❙�✕✔✠�❍��❙❘
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Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!

(use discount code Gemut2013)



Order rail passes and tickets online at gemut.raileuorpe.com or phone 800-521-6722 

European Rail Pass Update: Due to great variety and ever-growing number of 
European rail passes, and because those prices change so frequently, we can no lon-
ger maintain a complete list of passes and their current prices on this page.

Research & Buy Rail Passes Online: You can find the price of all passes at our 
website. Go to Gemut.com and select “Rail” from the top menu. There you can re-
search rail travel and purchase rail passes as well as point-to-point rail tickets. The 
prices will be exactly the same as at the Rail Europe website. There is no service fee 
for ordering online.

Buy Rail Passes by Phone: Call 800-521-6722. The minimum $25 service fee will 
be waived for past customers and paid subscribers to the Gemütlichkeit newsletter.

Sample Rail Pass Prices for 2013
• Eurail Global Saver Pass (24 countries) 
 10 days: $799
 15 consecutive days: $678
• Eurail Select Pass
 5 days, 3 countries, saver pass: $428
 5 days, 4 countries, saver pass: $478
 5 days, 5 countries, saver pass: $526
• European East Pass (5 countries)
 5 days, 2nd-class: $252
• Austria Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $153
• Austria-Czech Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $239
• Austria-Germany Eurail
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $386
• Austria-Switzerland Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $370

• German Rail Twin Pass (2 persons)
 3 days, second-class: $201
 3 days, first-class: $275
• France Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, second-class: $208
 3 days, saver pass, first-class: $257
• France-Germay Eurail Pass
 4 days, saver pass, second-class: $373
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $411
• Switzerland-Germay Eurail Pass
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $414
• Swiss Pass
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 1st-class: $419
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $262
 3 days, saver pass, 1st-class: $401
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $250

Rail Specials and News
• France is no longer part of Eurail’s Select Pass but remains part of the Eurail 

Global Pass. It is also possible to purchase the following passes: France-Switzer-
land, France-Italy, France-Germany, France-Spain, and France-Benelux.

• A Fly-Rail Baggage tag checks a suitcase, bag, skis, snowboard, or stroller to 
any of 50 rail stations in Switzerland from any North American airport. The cost if 
$25 per person.

• You can now buy a German Rail Pass Extension allowing travel from Germany to 
Brussels, Prague, Kufstein, Innsbruck, Bolzano, Verona, Bologna and Venice. For travel 
through Aug. 31, it’s $7 per person, 2nd class, and $14, 1st class. Restrictions apply.

2013 Rail Pass Headquarters: Gemut.com 

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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The Gemut.com team can now 
meet all your cruise needs and 
offer the same great service

 
Europe’s rivers  ~ Mediterranean ~ Alaska ~ The Baltic ~ 

China ~ Caribbean ~ Vietnam & Cambodia ~ Hawaii ~ Russia 
Everywhere you want to cruise...

For free catalog from any cruise line or to book space,  

phone Gemütlichkeit: 800-521-6722 x 2

Here is a small sampling, call to discusss your specific needs. 

Uniworld Boutique river Cruise Company 
Early booking discounts of up to $2000 per couple on select 2014 cruises. 

 DAnubE DiScovEry & PrAGuE 
 10 days, Vienna to Prague. From $3549

 
Princess Cruises 
 INSIDE PASSAGE witH GLAciEr bAy    
 7 days, Roundtrip Seattle. From $599

 GREEk ISLES        
 12 days, Rome to Venice. From $1099

regent Seven Seas Cruises  
$699 business class air on select 2013 Europe cruises.

 IMPERIAL VISIONS     
 7 days, Copenhagen to Stockholm. From $6299

 ATLANTIC PROVINCES     
 16 days, Montreal to Miami. From $7549 
 

Cruise the World
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The hotel’s setting, in the won-
derful Neuer Garten park near the 
Heiligersee, is of course the same as in 
‘45. The English country house look, 
however, is the result of a major 1995 
refurbishment. Interior decor features 
muted colors, fine fabrics, period fur-
nishings, and carpets that blend with 
an upscale rural theme. Guestrooms, 
though pleasant and comfortable, fall 
short of expectations for a hotel of 
this caliber, due mainly to some jar-
ring color and furniture choices. Most 
rooms offer views to one of the court-
yards, the park or the lake. Number 40 
was once a part of the living area for 
the Hohenzollern children, and a few 
years ago President George W. Bush 
stayed in Number 44. 

Contact: Schlosshotel Cecilienhof, 
Neuer Garten, D-14469 Potsdam, tel. 
+49/0331/37050, fax 292498, potsdam.
cecilienhof@relexa-hotel.de, www.
relexa-hotels.de.
Daily Rates: Singles €110-141, doubles 
€140-222, suites from €215
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 15/20

Restaurants

Zum Fliegenden Holländer
This cozy, atmospheric Gasthaus 

in the Dutch Quarter, serves dishes 
that are simple but well prepared with 
good quality ingredients, including 
several tasty fish dishes and Dutch 
cheeses. This is just the comfort food 
you need on a foggy north German 
night. Start with the fish soup (€8.90), 
followed by salmon medallions on 
spinach with saffron-Pernod sauce 
and wild rice (€14.50), and end with 
that classic dessert beloved in many 
countries bordering the Baltic, house-
made Rote Grütze, red-fruit pudding 
with vanilla sauce (€3.90). Several 
meat main dishes are offered too 
(€9.50-16.50), as well as a good selec-
tion of draft beers. 

Contact: Zum Fliegenden Holländer, 
Benkertstrasse 5, 14467 Potsdam, tel. 
+49/0331/275030, www.zum-fliegen-
den hollaender.de/tradition.html 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20

Speckers Landhaus
This family-run restaurant, located 

in a historic building dating from 
1645, has been renovated into modern 
spaces that retain some of the tradi-
tions of the past. The artfully plated 
dishes reflect a menu based on quality 
ingredients cooked and served with 
contemporary flair. For best value, 
have lunch here between noon and 
2pm, Monday through Friday, when 
the three-course “business menu” is 
€15. Other weekday lunch specials 
(also offered on Saturdays) include 
spinach-cheese ravioli in nut butter 
with roasted hazelnuts and fresh sage 
(€9.50), Mediterranean veal in cream 
sauce with rosemary potatoes (€11), 
and dessert of the day (€5). 

Contact: Speckers Landhaus, 
Jägerallee 13, 14469 Potsdam, tel. 
+49/0331/2804311,  www.speckers.
de 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 15/20

Gasthaus-Brewery Meierei
The terrace here is a pleasant spot 

to while away a summer afternoon, 
looking out over the blue water of the 
Jungfer Lake. Located in a historic 
building in the “New Garden” near 
the Cecilienhof Palace, the Gasthaus 
began life as a dairy two centuries ago, 
morphed into a water-pumping sta-
tion, and is now a popular, award-win-
ning brewery and restaurant. Enjoy 
mugs of freshly brewed beer paired 
with a good selection of house-made 
snacks (€2.90-7.90), including soups, 
sausages, and baked potatoes with a 
variety of fillings. Traditional Berlin 
main dishes include Eisbein (pork 
knuckle) with sauerkraut and pureed 
peas (€11.30), and boiled bratwurst in 
onion-and-beer sauce with red beet 
salad and potatoes (€9.80). In the eve-
nings from 5–9pm, the restaurant also 
offers a selection of 16 different “Brew-
ery Tapas” (choose any 4 for €8.90, or 6 
for €10.90).  

Contact: Gasthaus-Brewery Meierei, 
Im Neuen Garten 10, 14469 Potsdam, 
tel. +49/0331/7043211, www.meierei-
potsdam.de/. 
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 16/20

Pino
Pino is a small Italian restaurant 

near Sanssouci Park, specializing in 
good Italian wines, by the bottle or the 

glass, paired with Italian dishes made 
from simple, fresh ingredients. It’s a 
good place to relax after visiting all the 
sights at Sanssouci. Reservations rec-
ommended, especially in the evenings 
during holidays and summertime. 

Contact: Pino, Weinbergstrasse 7, 
14469 Potsdam, tel. +49/0331/2703030, 
www.pino-potsdam.de/ristorante.
htm. 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 15/20

Lewy
This small wine bistro in Pots-

dam’s historic city center, features a 
good selection of reasonably priced 
wines from Germany, France, and 
Italy (by the glass or bottle), as well as 
a full menu that includes specialties 
from the South Tirol, such as moun-
tain-cured ham and mountain cheeses. 
The menu offers a tempting variety of 
small snacks to nibble with your wine, 
as well as moderately priced main 
dishes and house-made desserts. It’s a 
nice place to sample a variety of wines 
without breaking the budget. 

Contact: Lewy Wine-Bistro, Dor-
tustrasse 17, 14467 Potsdam, tel. 
+49/0331/2008802, www.lewy-pots-
dam.de/
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 16/20

Basel Region 
Northwest Switzerland

This area, which borders, on the 
famous wine regions of Alsace in 
France and Baden in Germany, is also 
known for its own fine wines. Follow 
the Weinwanderweg (wine footpath) 
through a romantic vineyard land-
scape from Aesch through the Klus-
berg area to Tschöpperli. Along the 
way 24 signboards explain the wine 
making process from grape growing 
to wine bottling and aging in un-
derground cellars (www.weinbau-
aesch.ch). On the last Saturday in 
August, join fellow oenophiles on a 
“Wine Experience” gastronomic walk 
through the Basel countryside from 
Buus through Wintersingen to Mais-
prach, tasting local wines and food 
specialties along the way (www.
daswyerlaebnis.ch). And in late Oc-

Swiss Wine and Beer 
Continued from page 1
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Route du Vignoble in this region and 
the Wine Trail between Dardagny and 
Bourdigny, where you’ll learn about 
the local grape varieties, wines, and ar-
chitecture of the area, with year-round 
tastings at wineries along both routes 
(www.geneve-tourisme.ch). Local 
vintners that welcome visitors include 
Domaine des Curiades in Lully-Gene-
va (www.curiades.ch); Domaine de 
la Vigne Blanche in Cologny (www.
lavigneblanche.ch); Domaine des 
Perrières in Peissy (www.lesperrieres.
ch); Domain des Molards in Russin 
(www.molards.ch); and Domaine 
des Champs-Lingot in Anières (www.
champs-lingot.ch). On the third week-
end in September, the grape harvest 
festival in Russin attracts thousands 
of visitors to its parades, concerts, and 
wine tastings.

Valais Region 
Southern Switzerland  

There is plenty to see and do in 
this large wine region. Follow the foot-
path, bike trail, or automobile route of 
the Chemin du Vignoble wine route 
through the Valais vineyards between 
Martigny and Leuk, tasting wines 
along the way (www.weinweg.ch). 
Spend three to four days hiking the 
Vineyard Path from Sierre to Salge-
sch, visiting the Valasian Museum of 
Wine and Vineyards (one museum 
in two sites, in both Sierre and Sal-
gesch, www.museevalaisanduvin.
ch) and tasting wines from more than 
70 producers at the Château de Villa 
in Sierre, which also houses a wine 
museum (www.chateaudevilla.ch). 
Attend the big Vinea Sierre wine ex-
position in early September (www.
vinea.ch). And impress your friends 
by visiting the highest vineyards in 
Europe in Visperterminen, where rare 
grape varieties are grown at altitudes 
up to 1,150 meters/3,773 feet (www.
visperterminen.ch).

Ticino Region
 Southern Switzerland  

This is Merlot country, in Italian-
speaking Switzerland, where you 
can follow the Via delle Vigne (wine 
trail) from Bellinzona through Monte 
Carasso to Sementina-Gudo. Along 
the route, visit the small wine cellar 

of Sette Maggio and the wine study 
center in a former convent. From 
there take a cable car to the medieval 
hamlet of Curzutt, then farther up to 
Albagno. From Sementina follow the 
rest of the route through the vineyards 
to Gudo/Progero (www.ticino.ch/
en/commons/details/The-wine-
roads/73648.html). And after all that 
exertion, stay in Switzerland to enjoy 
the autumn wine festivals in Lugano 
(www.lugano-tourism.ch), Mendri-
sio (www.sagradelluva.ch/), and 
especially the Bacchica in Bellinzona 
(www.bellinzonaturismo.ch, www.
labacchica.ch).

German-speaking Switzerland
In addition to Baselland in the 

northwest, the rest of northern Swit-
zerland has several other smaller but 
notable wine-making regions, includ-
ing Zürich, Schaffhausen, Graubün-
den, Aargau, Thurgau, and St. Gallen, 
many of which produce high-quality 
wines. See the websites for the tour-
ist offices of each of these regions for 
specific wineries, wine museums, wine 
trails, and wine festivals at www.
myswitzerland.com/en/wine.html. 

The Brewer’s Art
Although Swiss beer isn’t well 

known beyond its own borders, it’s 
certainly worth drinking when one 
is visiting the country. Seek out spe-
cific craft breweries in many regions 
of Switzerland, especially those in 
the northern part close to the other 
Germanic countries where the beer-
drinking tradition has a long history. 
For more information, see www.
myswitzerland.com/en/beer-brew-
ery.html. 

Brauerei Schütengarten
St. Gallen  

The oldest brewery in Switzerland, 
Brauerei Schütengarten in St. Gallen 
is famous for its award-winning beers, 
as well as the first museum of beer 
bottles in the country (www.schuetz-
engarten.ch).

Feldschlösschen Brewery 
Rheinfelden  

Tour the largest brewery in Swit-
zerland, founded in 1876 and located 

tober attend the Basler Weinmesse, 
the most important wine exposition 
in northwestern Switzerland (www.
baslerweinmesse.ch).

Jura & three Lakes Region 
Western Switzerland

Learn about the regional wines 
at the Maison des vins du Lac de 
Bienne (House of Lake Bienne Wines) 
in Twann, then follow the Vineyard 
Trail between Twann and Ligerz 
through the Lake Bienne/Biel wine 
district (www.bielerseewein.ch). 
Visit the Vine Cultivation Museum 
in Ligerz, as well as the Museum of 
Grapes and Wine in the impressive 
medieval castle of Boudry (www.
myswitzerland.com/en/museum-
of-grapes-and-wine-boudry.html, 
www.chateaudeboudry.ch/). Taste 
wines at the cellars of Cortaillod 
(www.cortaillod.ch); L’Entre-deux-
Lacs in Cressier (www.caveaudes-
vins.ch); and Mauler & Cie, located 
in a centuries-old Benedictine mon-
astery in Môtiers where sparkling 
wines are still made by traditional 
methods (www.mauler.ch).

Vaud Region 
Southeastern Switzerland  

Hike along the network of foot-
paths in the Lavaux wine terraces 
(UNESCO World Heritage Site) over-
looking Lake Geneva, from Lausanne 
to Château Chillon, where explanato-
ry signboards provide excellent infor-
mation about the wines of this region 
(www.montreux-vevey.com/en/
page.cfm/Culture_loisirs/Culture_
Lavaux). Or take a miniature tourist 
train through the vineyards in this 
area from Vevey to Chexbres (www.
lavaux.com). Visit the wine cellar of 
the Château de Nyon, and enjoy the 
wine festival in Lutry in late Septem-
ber (www.fetedesvendanges.ch). 
And don’t miss the Vine and Wine 
Museum in the impressive Château 
d’Aigle in Aigle (www.chateauaigle.
ch/fr/chateau). For more informa-
tion about the most spectacular wine 
region in Switzerland, see www.vins-
vaudois.com/.

 Geneva Region 
Southwestern Switzerland

Near Geneva city, explore the 
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in a large castle whose architecture is 
also worth seeing (www.feldschloess-
chen.ch). 

Hof Hopfentropfen Brewery  
Unterstammheim

The country’s smallest brewery, 
located in Unterstammheim (near 
Winterthur), offers tours of the nearby 
hops fields and seminars on beer 
brewing (www.hopfentropfen.ch/
home.php). 

Rappi Bier Factory
Rapperswil/Zürich

Established in 2000, this brewery 
specializes in craft beers and hosts 
beer seminars, workshops, and brew-
ery tours, as well as a craft beer festi-
val (www.bierfactory.ch). 

Fischerstube Brewery
Basel 

This 40-year-old brewery makes ex-
cellent Ueli-brand beer in several styles 
and also has a good restaurant and 
small beer garden (www.uelibier.ch). 

Unser Bier
Basel 

Basel’s youngest microbrewery, 
established in 1998, continues the beer-
making traditions of the past, produc-
ing craft beers for the local commu-
nity, with beer tastings and your own 
beer-making opportunities on site 
(www.unser-bier.ch). 

Suonen-bräu brewery
Ausserberg/northern Valais  

Producer of distinctive specialty 
beers, this brewery welcomes visitors 
interested in learning more about the 
art of beer brewing (www.suonen-
brauerei.ch).

cardinal brewery & Museum
Fribourg 

Learn how the process of beer 
brewing was discovered in ancient 
times and how it has developed since 
then, at the Cardinal Beer Museum, 
with beer tasting at the brewery after-
ward (www.fribourgtourisme.ch/
en/Museums-Fribourg/BeerMu-
seum.html). 

BierVision Monstein
Davos/Graubünden

Visit the highest altitude brewery 
in Europe, established in 2001, where 
you can also learn about beer brew-
ing and taste specialty beers (www.
biervision-monstein.ch).

NOTE: Gourmet Travel: Swiss Spe-
cialties and Gastronomic Experiences is a 

useful 106-page booklet from the Swiss 
tourist office (www.myswitzerland.
com). Although the most recent edi-
tion was published in 2008, most of the 
entries are still current. It contains a 
wealth of information about culinary 
travel in Switzerland, including a map 
showing the major cheese-making and 
wine-producing areas of the country.

Last month we asked for your ideas on 
a two-week trip our friend Larry plans to 
take later this year in southern Germany 
and Switzerland. You came up with some 
great stuff. Here are a few suggestions.

 Take the train
Larry should take the Glacier Ex-

press from St. Moritz to Zermatt. It is 
such a spectacular journey. Also pur-
chase the Swiss Railpass for all Swiss 
travels. It is so much easier. We have 
been in Switzerland over the years un-
countable times and when we had the 
railpass, we absolutely enjoyed it more. 
I totally agree to visit the Berner Ober-
land. A beautiful walk is the “Männli-
chen Hike.” All level. After taking the 
Gondola up to Männlichen and then 
walk one hour to Zweisimmen.

Another wonderful area is Lake 
Fuschl, near Salzburg. Jagdhof Fus-
chl is a wonderful place and not as 
expensive as the Schloss Fuschl. We 
traveled last year to Austria and tried 
to find the most beautiful areas for 
sightseeing and hiking. Two sugges-
tions: Tannheimertal, Hotel Sunn-
eschlössli in Nesselwängle is a pearl. 
And wonderful hiking. Pertisau is 
another narrow valley and the lake is a 
beautiful area. Hotel Kristall, a great 
family-run small hotel. 

Monika Deutsche

nonstop traVel, los angeles

Don’t drive in big cities
The Lauterbrunnen area is a must. I 

agree with the editor’s comments about 
visiting big cities on a driving trip—not 
a good idea. See them at the beginning, 
before you start driving, and at the end, 
after returning the car.

eD perkins                                      
synDicateD traVel coluMnist

Northern Bavaria
I, too, would first think of hugging 

the Alpine regions, but considering 
travel in October, I would try to fit 
in stops in Nürnberg and possibly 
Rothenburg ob der Tauber. Nürnberg 
would offer a very compact experience 
of a fine museum (Deutsches Nation-
almuseum), Nürnberg Castle, great 
churches and artwork (St. Lorenz and 
St. Sebald), WWII Hitler associations, 
and good, cheap food at every turn, 
especially the sausages. A little-pub-
licized one of a kind restaurant is the 
Albrecht Dürer Stube near the art-
ist’s house museum. For the charm of 
the neighborhood, we have liked the 
Dürer Hotel.

In Rothenburg, we have enjoyed 
a stay at the Burg Hotel which offers 
a charming location in this walkable 
city over the Tauber Valley, which I can 
imagine would add to the ambience of 
this little town in October. As in Nürn-
berg, food options are numerous.

rob huMberston

subscriber

Southern Bavaria highlights
The Partnachklamm is one of my 

favorite places in Garmisch, not only 
the walk through the gorge but the 
meadows above.  For a person with 
military status, the Armed Forces 
Recreation Center in Garmisch is a 
nice and inexpensive place to stay (the 
Zugspitze is right out the front door 
– visually). Herrenchiemsee is a won-
derful Mad Ludwig palace to visit—in 
the middle of the lake.

In Munich, get reservations at the 
BMW Museum to see some great 
historical vehicles. The tour of the as-
sembly plant is fantastic. For a person 
with mechanical interests the plant is 

your excellent Advice to larry
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This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular 
destination cities is intended for fast reference. Most of these 
hotels and thousands of others can be booked at www.gemut.
com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel Art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, cH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, 
tel. +41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel Adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der Tauber
Reichs-Küchenmeister, kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. Tau-
ber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,  
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

Salzburg & environs
Schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Trumer Stube, Bergstrasse 6, A-5020 Salzburg
Tel: +43/0662/874776, www.trumerstube.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
Altstadt Vienna, kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension Aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel Arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt Airport
Steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt Airport, Cargo 
city Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, 
D-63456, tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@
HotelBirkenhof.de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minutes 
from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich Airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, 
D-85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich Airport
Mövenpick Zürich Airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly Away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, cH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

We Recommendgreat, especially watching the robots 
assemble cars.

If he drives to Berchtesgaden, the 
Old Salt Works Bad Reichenhall is 
a nice place to stay and get dressed 
in salt miner clothes, slide down the 
wooden slides and take a tour on the 
underground salt lakes.

glenn gillett

subscriber

Bavarian Forest
If he does Oktoberfest he should 

find the “Teufel Rad,” a cool ride.  

We enjoy the Bayerischer Wald 
or Bavarian Forest.  Have been there 
twice and stayed at the Hotel Bavaria 
in Zwiesel.  The area is famous for 
glass-making. You can also ride the 
Wald Bahn (local railroad) free with 
a ticket from the hotel. The forest 
starts about thirty paces from the ho-
tel. Great for moderate hiking.  Visit 
Bodenmais and other towns in the 
area. Many can be reached via the 
Wald Bahn. Lam has a super wooden 
toy factory and outlet store. Zwiesel 
has a neat schnapps factory and a 
wine glass pyramid.  Few North 
Americans visit this area.

sanDy horn

subscriber

Mountain Walking Plus
Start with the Berner Oberland in 

order to reduce the risk of bad weath-
er and also to get a little more daylight 
time in the mountains.  

Larry and his traveling partner 
could get a Swiss Saver Pass then go 
direct from Zürich airport to Lauter-
brunnen or whatever location they 
choose. After, say, four nights in the 
Oberland they could return to Zürich 
airport (or off airport location) and 
pick up a car for the rest of the trip, 
driving to Appenzell from Zürich.  If 
they stay in Iseltwald they can take the 
boat to Brienz and then catch a train 
to Zürich right at the boat dock. From 
Lindau, in Germany, they could go to 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, either via 
Austria or southern Germany, de-
pending on the weather. From Munich 
they could return to Füssen/Seeg and 
then end up the last night in Luzern or 
Zürich before flying out. I like Luzern 
better, especially for the boat rides 

on the Vierwaldstattersee.  The Dear 
Subscriber itinerary seemed to suggest 
that they would turn the car in some-
where and return to Zürich airport 
by public transport.  This alternative 
would provide for renting at and re-
turning to Zürich.  It is possible that an 
open jaw itinerary flying in to Zürich 
and out of Munich would save travel 
time but that may not work for them.

Hikes we’ve enjoyed that should 
be doable by 70+ year-olds include go-
ing to Bachalpsee from the top of the 
First cable lift out of Grindelwald or 
hiking over to Grosse Scheidegg (fine 
views of the Eiger and Wetterhorn) 
from the next to last stop on the First 
cable lift, then either taking a bus or 
walking down to Grund to connect to 
the train network.  The hike out the 
Männlichen to Kleine Scheidegg is also 
quite spectacular. 

If they stay in Iseltwald there is 
a pleasant walk along the lake to the 
Giessbach Falls and Giessbach Ho-
tel.  I’ve never gone up to the Schilt-
horn (some day, I hope) but that is a 
great trip from Mürren and there are 
trails for hiking back down from inter-
mediate stops of the cable car.  

In Appenzell, if they take the train 
to Wasseraun there is a cable lift to 
Ebenalp from which thy can walk back 
down to Wasseraun past the Wild-
kirche and Seealpsee.  All downhill 
and not too difficult.  

If they enjoy trains, the Brienzer 
Rothorn rail excursion is fun, with fine 
alpine views and hiking at the top. 

They may not be too interested 
in churches, museums and castles, 
etc., but the ornate baroque church 
interiors are special in southern 
Germany, e.g. Ettal Monastery near 
Garmisch, the Asamkirche in Munich, 
Wieskirche near Oberammergau, 
Ottobeuren, and others, and very 
brief visits are possible. I do think they 
would enjoy the Deutsches Museum 
in Munich. By the way, I assume they 
are not interested in attending Okto-
berfest and that arriving in Munich at 
least a week after it has ended would 
be preferable so they can see the city in 
a more normal atmosphere.

Martin Vitz

subscriber
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