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Q & A time

ST. FLORIA N

Germany’s Westerwald

by Sharon Hudgins

by Phyllis Meras

“destination city” is a place 
with so many attractions 
that it’s worth a visit on 

its own. But many destination cit-
ies are also good places to base for 
extra days of sightseeing on short 

trips to nearby 
attractions easily 

accessible by car, public transporta-
tion, or even boat. After a leisurely 
breakfast at your hotel or pen-
sion, head off for a few hours of 
exploring other towns, museums, 
vineyards, nature parks, lakes, 
mountains, or whatever piques 
your interest. Then return to “home 
base” for a relaxing evening before 
the next day’s excursion. And you’ll 
have more time for sightseeing 
since you won’t spend half your 

o visitor to Linz or Upper 
Austria should miss the vil-
lage of St. Florian. A little 

more than 11 miles from Linz, it is 
here that composer Anton Bruck-

ner’s musical life 
began, and where 

he is buried. And its monastery, 
built between 1588 and 1741, is con-
sidered the last great monastic build-
ing of Austrian Baroque art.

In the 4th century, Florian, for 
whom the abbey is named, was an 
official in the Roman government of  
this region. As one of his duties,  he 
was ordered to remove all Christians 
from public office. Florian himself 
had become a Christian, so rather 
than carry out the orders he resigned 
and moved away to what is now St. 
Pölten. He soon learned that those 
he had left behind were being threat-

ened if they failed to renounce their 
beliefs. He returned to help, but 
was immediately arrested, beaten 
and eventually thrown into the 
Enns River with a stone around 
his neck. According to legend, his 
body washed onto a rock where 
it was guarded by an eagle whose 
wings spread in the form of a cross. 
A Christian woman of the area 
noticed the eagle’s curious actions 
and, when she saw that the body 
was Florian’s, had it carried away 
and buried in a beech grove. No 
sooner was the body in the ground 
than a spring gushed from the spot. 

It is on this site that the first 
monastery dedicated to St. Florian 
was erected 500 years after his 
death. The present grand struc-
ture’s two-towered church now oc-

time searching for a new hotel 
every night—and packing and 
unpacking every day.

If you’re staying in Bonn, Köln, 
Koblenz, Frankfurt, Wiesbaden, 
or Mainz, you can easily make a 
daytrip to Germany’s Westerwald 
district, a range of low mountains 
on the right bank of the Rhine 
River, primarily in the Rhineland-
Palatinate region. A network of 
Autobahns and federal highways 
makes it easy to access this re-
gion from many major cities, but 
once inside the Westerwald be 
prepared to drive on smaller, well 

Is the “chip and pin” credit card 
safe?

Europe introduced “smartcards” 
a few years ago and visiting North 
Americans with old, magnetic 
stripe cards sometimes have trouble 
getting them to work in automated 
machines at parking lots, rail sta-
tions, service stations, and toll 
booths. A stripe card’s data can 
be entered by hand if necessary in 
stores, hotels and restaurants, but 
unmanned machines are a problem.

Though banks in the U.S. have 
been slow to come around to “chip 
and pin” cards, in the last year or 
so they have become increasingly 
available. However, the “sky is 
falling” types who inhabit online 
travel forums warn that bad guys 
can purchase an electronic device 
that, from a few feet away, can read 
the information on your smartcard. 
That is true, though such devices 
cost several hundred dollars. How-
ever, there is a protective wrinkle 
the alarmists fail to mention that 
makes the chip and pin much safer 
than the usual magnetic stripe card. 
The latter contains account number, 
expiration date, security code and 
your name. That info is read when 
your card is swiped at a retail outlet 
and, of course, is also available to 
the thief if your card is stolen. If the 
information or the card falls into the 
wrong hands it’s up to you or your 
credit card company to notice un-
authorized purchases. On the other 
hand, the chip on the chip and pin 
card holds only your account num-
ber and expiration date. Instead 
of a three-digit security code, the 
new smartcards generate a unique 
verification number for each trans-
action. So even if a bad guy reads 
your card during a purchase he 
would be unable to use the data for 
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Rating Scale  Scale

Excellent 16 - 20

Above Average 12 - 15

Average  8 - 11

Adequate  4 - 7

Unacceptable 0 - 3

Hotel Rating Criteria

People/Service  30%

Location/Setting   15%

Guestrooms   30%

Public rooms   5%

Facilities/Restaurant  20%

Restaurant Criteria

Food   65%

Service 20%

Atmosphere   15%

Value Rating  Scale

Outstanding Value  17 - 20

Very Good Value  12 - 16

Average Value 9 - 11

Below Average Value   5 - 8

A Rip-Off 0 - 4

Publishers: Robert H. & elizabeth S. Bestor
editor: Laura Riedel
Writers: Margie Gibson, Sharon Hudgins  
 Karsten Horn, Phyllis Meras  
Consulting editor: Thomas P. Bestor
Subscriber Travel Services: Andy Bestor, Laura Riedel
Gemut.com Webmaster: Charles Brockman

DEAR SUBSCRIBER
Continued from page 1

using Gemütlichkeit
• Hotel prices listed are for one night. Dis-
counts are often available for longer stays.
• All hotel prices include breakfast unless 
otherwise noted.
• Local European telephone area codes 
carry the “0” required for in-country dialing. 
To phone establishments from outside the 
country, such as from the USA, do not dial 
the first “0”.

Back Issues Website
Many back issues are available free to subscribers 
at www.gemut.com. To access the issues, enter the 
password published in this space each month. Go to 
http://www.gemut.com/csub.html

    Password: pdam
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further purchases because he would 
not know the unique verification 
number that changes with each transac-
tion. In addition, information lifted 
from a magnetic stripe (perhaps by 
a retailer’s employee) can be copied 
many times, creating multiple phony 
cards, all pointed at your account. 
That’s not possible with chip and pin 
cards.

Hundreds of millions of smart-
cards have been issued all over the 
world and a U.K. study says credit 
card fraud relating to lost or stolen 
cards has been cut in half. 

Can I hire a car and driver in 
Europe?

The answer, of course, is yes, pro-
vided you’re willing to pay far more 
than you probably ever dreamed. 
Each year we get one or two inqui-
ries from couples who contemplate 
being driven around Europe. It’s an 
interesting idea but way, way be-
yond the budget of most travelers. 
Even a chauffeur-driven trip of two 
or three hours can cost more than 
$1,000. A few years ago a Hollywood 
screenwriter who was a customer 
of our Gemut.com rental car service 
booked a chauffeur to take him from 
Avignon to the Nice airport. The tab 
for the two-and-a-half hour drive in 
an ordinary, intermediate VW Pas-
sat sedan was $1,150. You may find 
small-time private guide services 

that offer a car and driver for lower 
prices than commercial chauffer 
services but remember you’re still 
going to have to pay for the driver’s 
meals and accommodations…and 
be sure you’re not liable for him, his 
car, and persons in other cars, in the 
event of an accident. 

What’s wrong with traveler’s 
checks?

The page that discusses this 
topic is among the most visited on 
the Gemut.com website. And, on a 
popular travel listserv I follow, there 
are frequent discussions about the 
best way to change dollars to euros 
for a European vacation. Amazingly 
a significant percentage of travel-
ers still purchase travelers checks. 
Forget that t-checks are hard to cash 
in Europe and that banks are closed 
many more hours than they are 
open, this issue is all about the ex-
change rate. In my view, banks that 
issue travelers checks skirt an ethi-
cal boundary when they advertise 
“free” travelers checks but fail to dis-
close the huge profit they make by 
using an exchange rate that is much 
in their favor. Let’s say you’ll need 
€2000 for-out-of-pocket expenses 
while in Europe and you trust in 
good old Amex who won’t charge 
a fee to give you a booklet of €100 
checks you can cash at many Euro-
pean banks—but probably not at 
hotels, restaurants and stores. If you 
bought the checks online from Bank 
of America the day this was written 

you would have paid $2770…but no 
service fee of course. The exchange 
rate used by the bank was 1.3851 = 
$1. However, if instead you rely dur-
ing your trip on an ATM card, which 
will apply the much lower interbank 
exchange rate of 1.3109, your cost 
for the €2000 will be $2622. You will 
have saved $148 and you’ll find ac-
cessing the money from an ATM far 
more convenient than cashing your 
t-checks. This, of course, assumes the 
1.3109 will remain in effect through-
out your trip. It won’t, of course, it 
will fluctuate and you could wind 
up saving a few dollars more or less 
than the $148.

I’m flying into Frankfurt but out of 
Rome and want to drive between the two 
cities. Is this feasible?

This is a question that should 
be answered before purchasing a 
Frankfurt-Rome open-jaw airline 

Continued on page 10…
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St. Florian
Continued from page 1

St. Florian Basics

Population: 5,500

Elevation: 296 meters (971 ft.)

Tourist Info: Marktplatz 2, 
tel.+43/7224/5690, www.st-florian.
at. Open Mon.-Fri. 9am-1pm. 

Driving distances: 
Linz  17 km/11 mi 
Vienna  169 km/105 mi  
Munich  257 km/240 mi  
 
Public Transportation: Accessible by 
bus from Linz Hauptbahnhof many 
times daily except Sunday when 
service is limited. 

Monastery St. Florian: Stiftstrasse 
1, open daily in winter 8:30am-1pm, 
1:30-4:30pm; daily in warm months 
April-Oct. 8:30am-1pm, 1:30-5:30pm. 
Guided group tours offered in Ger-
man and sometimes in English 
from May through September for 
€7.50. Information and booking: tel 
+43/7224/8902/119 or at pfort@
stift-st-at. Although the church is 
open daily, the most interesting 
rooms in the monastery can only be 
visited on guided tours. 

Anton Bruckner Birthplace: Au-
gustinerstrasse 3, Ansfelden; tel. 
+43/7229/82376. Check open days 
and hours in advance by phone. 
Accessible by bus or train from Linz 
Hauptbahnhof.

2013 Special Events: St. Florian’s 
Summer Organ Concert, June 30; 
The King’s Singers Concert, July 19; 
Bruckner’s Day Symphony Concert, 
Aug. 23; Vienna Symphony Journey 
with Jazz through the Monastery 
Concert, Aug. 23; St. Florian’s Boys’ 
Choir Concert, Dec. 8.

cupies that exact spot. The church’s 
exterior is splendid; its interior 
even more so with columns of red 
Salzburg marble framing its altar, a 
black marble pulpit, extravagantly 
painted frescoes and carved cherubs 
decorating its choir stalls and choir 
lofts. The beauty of the cherubs’ 
carving indicates the importance 
of music to the Roman Catholic 
Church in the Baroque era.

In the church’s west gallery is an 
organ built in the 18th century for 
playing Baroque music. It was re-
constructed in the days when Bruck-
ner was the church organist and is 
now known as the Bruckner Organ. 
It was his wish to be buried beneath 
it and, indeed, he is there now in a 
tomb below the organ loft.  

Among the highlights of the 
monastery itself, built between 1685 
and 1751, are the 16 rooms specially 
designed for imperial visitors. An 
elegant staircase, adorned with 
stucco animals and figures and with 
a wrought iron gate at its foot, leads 
to them. Although relatively few 
members of the imperial family ever 
visited St. Florian—in the present 
monastery building only Charles 
VI and Maria Theresa—magnificent  
chambers were always prepared 
and ready for them. Any devotee of 
palace rooms will be entranced by 
these. Not only are they adorned 
with exuberant ceiling frescoes, 
Venetian mirrors, marble fireplaces 
and Gobelin carpets, but they are 
not crowded with streams of sight-
seers, even though the monastery 
receives about 25,000 visitors  a year. 

In addition to the imperial cham-
bers, the monastery highlights are 
the Marble Hall, the Altdorfer Gal-
lery and the Library.

The pink and gold Marble Hall, 
dedicated to Prince Eugene of Savoy 
who led the Austrians to victory 
against the Turks in 1683, is deco-
rated with huge paintings of the 
prince. The Altdorfer Gallery dis-

plays the world’s largest collection 
of paintings of the early 16th century 
Austrian artist Albrecht Altdorfer. 
As for the library, it is the repository 
of 155,000 volumes and more than 
800 manuscripts and ancient books 
housed beneath frescoes illustrating 
the importance of both science and 
virtue.

There is also a fire-fighting mu-
seum on the monastery grounds. 

Because St. Florian was drowned, 
he is often depicted in art carrying 
a water bucket and came to be the 
patron saint of firemen.

Today, the monastery is the spiri-
tual home of 34 monks, though a 
few live outside doing parish work.

For Bruckner devotees, his birth-
place in Ansfelden, five and a half 
miles away, should also be a part of 
any visit to the monastery.

One of 11 children of a school-
teacher, Anton lived there until he 
was 13. His mother, unable to sup-
port so large a family alone after 
his father died, managed to get him 
accepted in the choir school at the 
monastery—even though his voice 
was on the verge of changing. By the 
time it had changed, he had learned 
to play the violin and the organ and 
the musical ability he showed led 
to his being allowed to stay on. Al-
though the monastery provost urged 
him to become a monk, Bruckner  
chose, instead, to become a teacher. 
But it was clear that music was his 
greatest love. Indeed, at one of his 
teaching assignments, he considered 
himself exceptionally lucky because 
he was only a two-and-a-half-hour 
walk from the monastery and its 
organ. When, in time, there was 
an opening for an organist at St. 
Florian, he delightedly took it and 
remained there for 12 years. Though 
he later accepted a job at the Univer-
sity of Vienna, and it was there that 
he died, his great love was always 
for St. Florian. He returned frequent-
ly on visits and a room was always 
kept for him there.

The composer’s Ansfelden birth-
place (scheduled to be reopened 
at the end of June after a two-year 
renovation) should also be a stop on 
any St. Florian-Linz visit. Between 
St. Florian and Ansfelden, there is 
a well marked path. If one starts 
at Ansfelden, earphones that play 
Bruckner music may be rented for 
the two-hour walk to the monastery. 
The earphones may be returned at 
the monastery information desk.

http://www.st-florian.at/
http://www.st-florian.at/
mailto:pfort%40stift-st-at?subject=
mailto:pfort%40stift-st-at?subject=
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Key Websites for the Traveler
• www.gemut.com Gateway site for 
travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
and past issues (free access to back issues for 
subscribers; see log-on info on page 2).
• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all 
at 10 percent off for subscribers. Use discount 
code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
source. Driving & walking. Zoom in-out. Great 
detail city & country. Satellite & terrain views.
• bahn.hafas.de/bin/query.exe/
en German rail website, with train schedules 
throughout Europe, as well as Germany.
• www.sbb.ch/en/ Swiss and European 
rail schedules
• www.ski-europe.com Top Web re-
source for skiers with much info on Alpine resorts
• www.myswitzerland.com Website 
of Switzerland’s national tourist authority
• www.germany-tourism.de Ger-
many’s national tourist authority
• www.austria.info/us Austria’s 
national tourist authority
• www.historicgermany.com Web-
site for an alliance of historic German cities
• www.thetravelinsider.info Info on electron-
ics for travelers — cell phones, computers, etc. 
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Hotels

Gästehaus Stift St. Florian 
Surely the perfect place to stay 

on a visit to the monastery of 
St. Florian is the quiet, simple 
guesthouse within the mon-
astery walls where Bruckner always 
stayed. Rooms are furnished with 
antiques. All have bathrooms with 
showers. There are accommodations 
for 35 guests. 
Daily Rates: Singles €48, doubles 
€76. Breakfast is included. 
Contact: Gästehaus Stift St. Florian, 
Stiftstrasse 1, 4490 St. Florian, tel. 
+43/7224/8902/13, fax 8902/23, 
www.stift-st-florian.at, info@stift-
st-florian.at. 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 17/20

Hotel Florianerhof
This four-star hotel with 12 

double rooms and two singles is the 
grandest accommodation in St. Flo-
rian. It shares a restaurant, cafe and 
garden with its adjoining Gasthof 
Erzherzog Franz Ferdinand.  

pond. Meats are local. Typical dishes 
are liver with onions (€8.50), Schnit-
zel (€9), roast pork (€14.50) or salmon 
(€14.50). Breakfast is €8.50. Open 
weekdays 9am-midnight except 
Thursdays when closing is at 3pm; 
Sun. and holidays 9am-3pm. Closed 
Thursdays in winter. 

Contact: Stiftskeller 1, St. Flo-
rian 4490, tel. and fax +43 
7224/89/02/70, www.stiftskeller.
co.at. 
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20                                                                 

Landgasthof zur Kanne
There’s room after room for com-

fortable dining in this guesthouse 
with heads from the hunt decorating 
the walls. Meals tend to be tradi-
tional with ingredients from local 
sources and in this region of apple-
growing, hard apple cider is the 
drink of preference in the fall. White 
asparagus for €11.90 is a spring fa-
vorite. Schnitzels are €10 and steak 
€20. Open Tues.-Sun. from 11am-
2pm and 5-10pm. 

Contact: Landgasthof zur Kanne, 
Marktplatz 7, St. Florian 4490, tel. 
+43 7224/4288, fax 4288/42, www.
gasthof-koppler.at. 
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 14/20

Gasthof zum Goldenen Lowen
In this unpretentious Gasthof,  

there is good, hearty fare for pil-
grims visiting the monastery or for 
hikers after a long trek. Boiled beef 
with potatoes and warm bread sauce 
might be a choice, or smoked pork 
with dumplings and sauerkraut, or 
a filet of trout. For the less hungry, 
Käse Spätzle (with cheese and onions) 
or just a Süß Knödel—strawberries, 
apricots or plums in a dumpling. 

Prices range from €5 for Knödel 
to €11.90 for the roast pork. Open 
10am-11pm everyday, except Tues-
day when they close at 2pm.

Contact: Gasthof zum Goldenen 
Lowen, Speiserberg 9, St. Florian, 
4490, tel. and fax +43/7224/8930, 
www.goldenerloewe-wimhofer.at. 
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 14/20

Daily Rates: Singles €68-70, doubles, 
€108. Breakfast is included.  
Contact: Hotel Florianerhof, Mark-
tplatz 12-13, St. Florian A-4489, 
tel.+43 7224/4254-0, fax 4254-9, 
www.florianerhof.com, office@
florianerhof.com.

Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20

                                      
Gasthof Erzherzog Franz Ferdinand

The companion piece to the 
Florianerhof is this guesthouse next 
door that shares its restaurant, café 
and garden. 

Daily Rates: Singles €52-53, doubles 
€96, including breakfast.
Contact: Gasthof Erzherzog Franz 
Ferdinand, Marktplatz 12-13, St. Flo-
rian A-4489, tel. +43/7224/4254-0, 
fax 4254-9, www.florianerhof.com.  
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 13/20

                                               
Landgasthof zur Kanne

This simple, pleasant 24-room 
guesthouse on St. Florian’s mar-
ketplace is warm and welcoming, 
though light sleepers who go to bed 
early, might be dismayed by voices 
from the downstairs restaurant. 

Daily Rates: Singles €54, doubles 
€88, including breakfast.
Contact: Landgasthof zur Kanne, 
Marktplatz 7, St. Florian 4490, tel. 
+43 7224/4288, fax 4288/42, www.
gasthof-koppler.at, office@gasthof-
koppler.at.
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 14/20

Restaurants

Stiftskeller
 The best dining in the village is 

right at the monastery where two 
cheery dining rooms and a bar wel-
come hungry visitors and after-Mass 
breakfasters. After Mass, there’s 
a sumptuous breakfast of fresh 
bread and rolls, meats and cheeses 
and coffee served on red and gold 
tablecloths in rooms decorated with 
old photographs and mountain 
goat heads. At dinner time, the fish 
served is from the monastery’s own 
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Fall airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are round trip to Germany for 
shoulder-season travel and include tax & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get 
an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/2013. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $198 $28
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $216 $31
VW Golf (Auto) $250 $36
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $239 $37
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $383 $55
Skoda Superb $302 $43
MBZ C180/GPS (w/upgrade*) $251 $36
Skoda Superb (auto) $332 $47
BMW 5 (Auto/GPS) $526  $75
VW Touran  $244 $39
VW Touran (Auto) $275 $39
VW Passat Wagon $253 $36
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ C200 SW (GPS)  $379 $54      
MBZ E-Class SW (GPS) $378  $54
VW Sharan 7-pass $482 $69
VW Minibus 9-pass $833 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $119

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto) $632  $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Book a five-passenger van, VW Touran
 (or similar) in Germany for a week               

for $244 ($275 automatic), including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1135
Boston ..........................................$985
Chicago .......................................$1036
Dallas ..........................................$1116
Denver ........................................$1192
Los Angeles ................................$1198
Miami ..........................................$1130
New York ......................................$794
Orlando .......................................$1090
Seattle ........................................$1033
San Francisco .............................$1184
Washington DC ..............................$985
Call Now for Fall Business Class Specials
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel
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800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
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Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!

(use discount code Gemut2013)



Order rail passes and tickets online at gemut.raileuorpe.com or phone 800-521-6722 

European Rail Pass Update: Due to great variety and ever-growing number of 
European rail passes, and because those prices change so frequently, we can no lon-
ger maintain a complete list of passes and their current prices on this page.

Research & Buy Rail Passes Online: You can find the price of all passes at our 
website. Go to Gemut.com and select “Rail” from the top menu. There you can re-
search rail travel and purchase rail passes as well as point-to-point rail tickets. The 
prices will be exactly the same as at the Rail Europe website. There is no service fee 
for ordering online.

Buy Rail Passes by Phone: Call 800-521-6722. The minimum $25 service fee will 
be waived for past customers and paid subscribers to the Gemütlichkeit newsletter.

Sample Rail Pass Prices for 2013
• Eurail Global Saver Pass (24 countries) 
 10 days: $799
 15 consecutive days: $678
• Eurail Select Pass
 5 days, 3 countries, saver pass: $428
 5 days, 4 countries, saver pass: $478
 5 days, 5 countries, saver pass: $526
• European East Pass (5 countries)
 5 days, 2nd-class: $252
• Austria Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $153
• Austria-Czech Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $239
• Austria-Germany Eurail
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $386
• Austria-Switzerland Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $370

• German Rail Twin Pass
 3 days, second-class: $392 (2 persons)
 3 days, first-class: $538 (2 persons)
• France Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, second-class: $208
 3 days, saver pass, first-class: $257
• France-Germay Eurail Pass
 4 days, saver pass, second-class: $373
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $411
• Switzerland-Germay Eurail Pass
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $414
• Swiss Pass
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 1st-class: $419
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $262
 3 days, saver pass, 1st-class: $401
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $250

Rail Specials and News
• France is no longer part of Eurail’s Select Pass but remains part of the Eurail 

Global Pass. It is also possible to purchase the following passes: France-Switzer-
land, France-Italy, France-Germany, France-Spain, and France-Benelux.

• A Fly-Rail Baggage tag checks a suitcase, bag, skis, snowboard, or stroller to 
any of 50 rail stations in Switzerland from any North American airport. The cost if 
$25 per person.

• You can now buy a German Rail Pass Extension allowing travel from Germany to 
Brussels, Prague, Kufstein, Innsbruck, Bolzano, Verona, Bologna and Venice. For travel 
through Aug. 31, it’s $7 per person, 2nd class, and $14, 1st class. Restrictions apply.

2013 Rail Pass Headquarters: Gemut.com 

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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The Gemut.com team can now 
meet all your cruise needs and 
offer the same great service

 
Europe’s rivers  ~ Mediterranean ~ Alaska ~ The Baltic ~ 

China ~ Caribbean ~ Vietnam & Cambodia ~ Hawaii ~ Russia 
Everywhere you want to cruise...

For free catalog from any cruise line or to book space,  

phone Gemütlichkeit: 800-521-6722 x 2

Here is a small sampling, call to discusss your specific needs. 

Uniworld Boutique river Cruise Company 
Pay-in-full discounts of up to $2400 per couple on select 2014 cruises. 

 DAnubE DiScovEry & PrAGuE 
 10 days, Vienna to Prague. From $3549

 
Princess Cruises 
 INSIDE PASSAGE witH GLAciEr bAy    
 7 days, Roundtrip Seattle. From $599

 GREEK ISLES        
 12 days, Rome to Venice. From $1099

regent Seven Seas Cruises  
$799 business class air on select 2013 Europe cruises.

 IMPERIAL VISIONS     
 7 days, Copenhagen to Stockholm. From $6299

 ATLANTIC PROVINCES     
 16 days, Montreal to Miami. From $7549 
 

Cruise the World
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Germany’s Westerwald 
Continued from page 1

Café-Konditorei Baumberger
Nothing could be nicer on a 

hot summer’s day than cooling ice 
cream in this cheery little café, or 
when it’s cold outside, a Linzer Torte 
or Florian Kuchen (chocolate cake 
with rum) and delicious hot coffee. 
Open daily, except Tuesday, from 
9am-7pm.

Contact: Café-Konditorei Baumberg-
er, Marktplatz 4, St. Florian 4490, tel. 
+43/7224/4323
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 18/20

maintained, and certainly scenic, 
roads. 

Tourist attractions include the 
town of Limburg an der Lahn, 
on the edge of the Westerwald, 
with its well-preserved medieval 
castle and imposing Romanesque 
cathedral, its stone bridge and his-
toric city center; and Montabaur, 
with its 16th- and 17th-century 
half-timbered houses, and impres-
sive yellow Baroque castle, now a 
four-star hotel popular for business 
conferences. Other visitors come to 
the Westerwald for the hiking trails 
and restful rural landscapes, includ-
ing the Nassau Nature Park. But 
the main attraction, particularly for 
anyone interested in ceramics, is the 
small town of Höhr-Grenzhausen, 
the center of stoneware pottery-
making in this region for centuries.

Located only a few miles north-
east of Koblenz and not far from 
the Rhine River, Höhr-Grenzhausen 
and the surrounding area are home 
to several pottery workshops, large 
and small, where you can watch 
the potters at work shaping and 
painting stoneware pieces ranging 
from little candle holders and mus-
tard jars to large umbrella stands 
and flower planters. Many of the 
local potters focus on making the 
region’s well known, traditional 
rustic gray stoneware with cobalt 
blue decorations, whereas others 
prefer more contemporary forms 

and glazes. At the workshops you 
can meet the potter whose hands 
shaped and painted those particular 
pots—and also buy the pottery at 
lower prices than in standard stores. 
The local tourist office has a handy 
map showing all the pottery work-
shops and showrooms in the town 
and nearby villages, in this region 
known as the “Kannenbäckerland,” 
or “Pot Baking Land.” 

Höhr-Grenzhausen is also home 
to the Ceramics Museum Wester-
wald, which is well worth visiting. 
Inside the large modern building 
interesting exhibits cover five cen-
turies of ceramics history, and tem-
porary exhibitions feature pottery 
produced by artists from around 
the world. The museum also has a 
nice gift shop, a workshop where 
handmade pottery is sold, and a 
pleasant restaurant to enjoy a light 
meal with excellent cakes baked 
fresh daily on the premises. (Open 
Tuesday-Sunday, 10am- 5pm, www.
keramikmuseum.de)

Höhr-Grenzhausen’s pottery 
industry is based on the particular 
kind of clay found in abundance 
in the region, which is ideal for 
making high-quality salt-glazed 
stoneware. The history of producing 
salt-glazed stoneware in the Rhine-
land dates back at least to the 15th 
century. The pottery is known as 
stoneware because it is fired (baked 
in a kiln) at a high temperature, pro-
ducing very hard pots that are acid-
resistant and impervious to liquids. 
The salt-glazing technique involves 
throwing salt granules into the kiln 
when a high temperature (usu-
ally more than 2,000º F.) has been 
reached, vaporizing the salt and 
causing it to bond with the quartz 
in the clay. The resulting glaze that 
forms on each pot is very hard, al-
most like glass, with a glossy finish 
and a slightly pocked texture simi-
lar to an orange peel.

Much of this Rhineland stone-
ware has an overall gray or brown 
color, depending on the type of clay 

from which it’s made. For decorat-
ed pottery, the piece is first shaped 
by hand or in a mold, then fired 
at a lower temperature to set the 
clay. After the piece has cooled, the 
decorations are painted on it with 
a contrasting color of glaze. Cobalt, 
which produces a dark blue color, 
has long been the most popular 
decorative glaze for the traditional 
gray stoneware pottery, although 
historically brown and purple glaz-
es were used, too.

In the past, stoneware pot-
tery was valued for its usefulness 
as containers for liquids such as 
water, wine, beer, cider, schnapps, 
and vinegar, as well as food prod-
ucts like pickles and sauerkraut, 
because the liquids couldn’t seep 
into the high-fired clay. These 
kinds of durable pots also kept 
their contents cool, which helped 
to preserve whatever was stored 
in them, in the era before modern 
refrigeration. Today many stone-
ware pieces are purchased purely 
as ornamental pottery for homes 
and restaurants, although stone-
ware wine pitchers, beer mugs, 
cider jugs, flower vases, and other 
kinds of salt-glazed pots are still 
used as functional items. Anyone 
who visits Höhr-Grenzhausen will 
be tempted to return home with 
at least one (and usually several 
more) of these attractive pieces of 
pottery, which are not only pretty 
souvenirs but also handsome addi-
tions to the dinner table or fireplace 
mantel. 

Every year on the first week-
end in June, Höhr-Grenzhausen 
hosts the International Ceramics 
Market, when the main streets are 
turned into pedestrian zones lined 
with rows of stalls exhibiting and 
selling the handmade wares of 150 
local potters and other artisans 
from all over Europe. The festival is 
a must-see for anyone interested in 
handmade pottery, traditional and 
modern. The city’s tourism office 
provides free maps of the special 
market route, which also shows 

http://www.keramikmuseum.de/
http://www.keramikmuseum.de/
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the locations of permanent pottery 
workshops in the town that are 
open to the public that weekend. 

Tourist Information, Höhr-
Grenzhausen, Rathausstrasse 10, 
56203 Höhr-Grenzhausen, tel. +49-
(0)2624-19433, fax +49-(0)2624-952-
356, tourismus@hoehr-grenzhausen.
de, www.hoehr-grenzhausen.de. 
The tourist office has a helpful list of 
all the hotels, B&Bs, and restaurants 
in the area, as well as potters who 
provide ceramic-making courses in 
their workshops. These are popular 
weekend or week-long courses, 
sometimes where you also live with 
the potter’s family while learning 
how to produce your own stone-
ware items.

ticket—and that goes for any in-
ternational one-way car rental. 
For rental companies that allow a 
Frankfurt-Rome rental, the interna-
tional one-way fee alone will range 
from about $625 to over $2,000. The 
cost of the rental car will be addi-
tional. For the most part, domestic 
one-ways—Frankfurt-Munich, 
Paris-Nice, Milan-Rome, etc.—are 
free, but before committing to an 
open-jaw involving cities in differ-
ent countries, know in advance how 
much it will cost to transport you 
and your party between the cities 
via car, rail, or air.

One-way fees are even higher 
when they involve smaller towns. 
That’s because a car registered in 
Germany can’t be rented in Italy  
(and vice versa) except to a traveler 
going back to Germany. Otherwise 
the rental company must pay to 
ship it or hire a driver to return the 
car. In addition to the return cost, 
every day the car is out of service is 
a cost to the rental company. Thus 
if the Frankfurt car is dropped in, 
say, Spoleto instead of Rome, the 
one-way charge will be higher be-
cause there is a greater possibility in 
Rome of quickly finding a customer 
heading to Germany.—RHB

Dear Subscriber
Continued from page 2

Bad Trip
Eager for the day trip from Vien-

na to Bratislava, at the Danube Kanal 
we found the high-speed, hydrofoil 
Twin City Liner. Though we later 
saw empty seats on-board, we were 
told that the 8:30am trip was sold 
out at the hefty €29 per person, one-
way ticket price. In order to board 
we were up-sold to the “Captain’s 
Lounge” for another €8. It was all a 
bad joke. The Captain’s Lounge was 
a Plexiglass box behind the upper 
cockpit with seating around a table 
for eight. Even though we had paid 
€8 extra for this so-called lounge, 
the Captain and his crew let anyone 
with cheaper tickets come and go, 
wander in and hang out, making the 
small space very crowded at times. 
The crew didn’t bother to turn on the 
air-conditioning either, making the 
space stuffy and uncomfortable until 
we found the switch and turned it 
on ourselves. When challenged as to 
why he didn’t ask anyone for their 
“Captain’s Lounge” tickets and why 
he let nearly anyone come into this 
pay-extra space, Captain Rainer said 
he was “too busy” and we should 
write to the company if we had com-
plaints. 

Overall, the ride was boring and 
made unnecessarily unpleasant by 
the lackadaisical captain and crew. 
There were no safety drills and we 
couldn’t see any evidence of life 
vests. The ride on this section of the 
Danube is of little interest. Once 
outside Vienna, there is little to see 
but trees and the boat company did 
nothing to make it more interesting. 
There was no trip narration and no 
safety announcements. The only use 
of the sound system was to try to sell 
Bratislava tours and to instruct pas-
sengers to not use the toilets when 
the ship was docking.

We had a great time in Bratisla-
va, but the Twin City Liner ride was 
a boring rip-off. For our return, we 
took the very nice, very clean and 
FASTER Blaguss Bus, which depart-

ed from the Bratislava bus station 
and dropped us at the Vienna U3 
underground station for less than €8 
per person.

Daniel KenneDy

Via email

Berlin Apartment
I found an apartment rental com-

pany on Flip Key by Trip Advisor 
(www.flipkey.com) that has made 
my visit to Berlin enjoyable. I got to 
know the owners of the apartments 
and thought I would recommend 
them to you.

For short or long-term stays in 
the heart of Berlin, take a look at 
www.berlin-luxury.com. I’ve been 
here for the past month and it’s been 
a great experience. Berlin-Luxury is 
owned and operated by an Ameri-
can woman and her Israeli husband, 
a business executive who recently 
relocated to Berlin from New York. 
They have about 10 apartments two 
blocks from the Kurfürstendamm, 
KaDeWe, the Memorial Church, Eu-
ropa Center, et al. The owners live 
in the same building so clients can 
be assured of a quick response, at-
tention to detail, and personalized 
service.

The apartments are on Eisleben-
erstrasse, literally across the small 
street from the Augsburgerstrasse 
U-bahn. They are nicely furnished 
and I got a good deal for a month-
long stay.

As I got to know the owners, I 
can vouch for their honesty and sin-
cere desire to make guests comfort-
able and leave Berlin having had a 
positive experience. 

Stephen martin

Via email

(Ed. note: Minimum stay is three 
nights and prices start at €75 per night)

Bavaria Report
We enjoyed Ettal, Wieskirche, the 

outdoor museum near Echenlohe 
and Murnau, the Benediktburen 
Monastery where they found the 
Carmina Burana poems in the 1930s, 
Oberammergau (with a back stage 

Readers’ Forum

mailto:tourismus%40hoehr-grenzhausen.de?subject=
mailto:tourismus%40hoehr-grenzhausen.de?subject=
http://www.hoehr-grenzhausen.de/
http://www.flipkey.com/
http://www.berlin-luxury.com
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tour of the Passion Play Theater 
and the museum), Andechs and 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen for just a 
walk around. And some German 
food and beer.

My wife and I heartily endorse 
the Gasthof Fraundorfer in Parten-
kirchen recommended in your is-
sue on Garmisch-Partenkirchen. It 
reminded me of the places where 
we sometimes ate between June 
1959 and July 1962 when we were 
stationed in Schweinfurt-am-Main 
(no place to visit, but not far from 
Bamberg). At our Fraundorfer table 
was an older German couple who 
spoke English. In her younger days, 
the wife baby-sat for American of-
ficers and the husband traveled to 
America many times on business. 
What a delightful couple and a ex-
perience. So glad we went there and 
that I kept by wife and daughter 
from choosing a separate table. 

 In Trier, I had a “conversation” 
with an 82-year-old German gentle-
man while waiting for my wife and 
daughter during their shopping trip. 
He spoke nearly no English and my 
German is passable but not for a 
real conversation. However, we did 
well and enjoyed the experience. 
His wife appeared and I did the cor-
rect German thing by standing up 
and shaking hands, etc. Then my 
wife and daughter appeared. It was 
smiles, Guten Tag, and hand shakes 
all around then we took our leave. 
Chalk that one up to a real “cross-
cultural” experience. 

eD WatKinS

Via email 

More advice keeps trickling in for 
our publisher’s old navy buddy, Larry, 
who plans to visit Germany and Swit-
zerland this fall. Here a few more:

  Mountain Rail Ride
If Larry is going to Mürren, he 

might want to take the short funicu-
lar ride up to Allmendhubel. Beauti-
ful view of the mountains, paths for 
walking back to Mürren if he wants 
to, or just to stretch his legs for a 
bit. Food at the restaurant there is 

good—best if weather is sunny and 
you can eat outdoors where the view 
can’t be beat.

penny Janz

Via email

Alpine Hike
In Garmisch-Partenkirchen, how 

about a hike to Wallfahrtskirche St. 
Anton (there are interesting memo-
rials to the young men lost in both 
World Wars) and lunch up the hill at 
Berggasthof Panorama, with post-
card views of the valley below.

In Munich, I also wouldn’t miss 
the Asamkirche, built by the Asam 
brothers (two prolific altar builders).

miKe SzlauKo

Via email

10 Favs
Below is my personal checklist 

of places I feel would be worthwhile 
for Larry to do when he is in south-
ern Germany:

1. Dornier Aviation & Aerospace 
Museum in Friedrichschaffen, Ger-
many; www.dorniermuseum.de. 
It’s an excellent museum, I enjoyed it 
immensely.

2. A relaxing day walking around 
all the life-like scale models of ma-
jor monuments around the world 
at Mini Mundus Bodensee; www.
mini-mundus-bodensee.de in Li-
ebenau. (Ed Note: Currently closed.)

3. Stay at See Hotel Off at Ufer-
promenade 51 in Meersburg, Germa-
ny, in a room with a panoramic view 
of the Bodensee; www.seehotel-off.
de and enjoy traditional German 
meal in their upper patio dinning 
room overlooking the lake.

4. Enjoy a self-guided tour at 
the Hopfen Museum in Tettnang, 
Germany; www.hopfenmuseum-
tettnang.de. A homey introduction 
of where hops come from to make 
beer. I enjoyed it even though I am 
only a casual beer drinker.

5. Have a great German meal at 
the restaurant that is part of the Alte 
Post Hotel Gasthof in Lindau/Insel; 
www.alte-post-lindau.de.

6. Take the morning cruise from 
Constance to Stein am Rhein aboard 
Untersee und Rhein along one of 
the most beautiful waterways in 
Europe; www.urh.ch.  Return to 
Constance by rail.

7. Take the local ferries zigzag-
ging to the small towns around the 
Bodensee; www.bodensee.eu. A 
great way to see the charming small 
German, Austria and Swiss towns 
along the lake.

8. Download the off-line (for 
iPhone or iPad) version of the Eng-
lish/German translator called Jib-
bigo. You will be able to read every 
German menu and easily communi-
cate in German in short sentences.

9. Take your Garmin Nuvi GPS 
for drives around Bavaria and don’t 
miss the Engle’s Nest in Berchtes-
gaden-Konigssee; www.berchtes-
gadener-land.info.

10. Preview your driving routes 
on Google Earth’s new 3D flyovers.

richarD erganian

Via email

Zillertal
Of course, one of Larry’s wishes 

is to travel 130 mph and he can 
only do that on the Autobahn if he’s 
lucky enough to avoid a Stau (traffic 
jam). The suggestions for possible 
places to visit have been tops; but 
in all my travels there is nothing 
more worthwhile and breathtak-
ing than the Alps. Before leaving 
the area, my recommendation is to 
head for the Zillertal, in Austria. 
Take the little steam train from Jen-
bach to Mayrhofen; there are quaint 
little back roads around this area 
for walking and with lots of small 
hotels. Then head to the Hintertux 
at the end of the valley.  Stay at the 
Hotel Hintertuxhof.  Haus Tyrol, 
next to the hotel is our favorite and 
there is an underground passage to 
the hotel. The meals are fantastic and 
a great breakfast buffet. Hiking is 
wunderbar in this area and a trip to 
the Tuxer Glacier is a must.

nan c
Via email

http://www.gasthof-fraundorfer.de/
http://www.berggasthof-panorama.de/
http://www.dorniermuseum.de/
http://www.mini-mundus-bodensee.de/
http://www.mini-mundus-bodensee.de/
http://www.seehotel-off.de/
http://www.seehotel-off.de/
http://www.hopfenmuseum-tettnang.de/
http://www.hopfenmuseum-tettnang.de/
http://www.alte-post-lindau.de/
http://www.urh.ch/
http://www.bodensee.eu/
http://www.berchtesgadener-land.info/index.cfm?B7DE77163923488DB81A71EAC9BC5CAF
http://www.berchtesgadener-land.info/index.cfm?B7DE77163923488DB81A71EAC9BC5CAF
http://www.hintertuxerhof.at/de/kinder-gletscherhotel/kinderhotel-gletscherhotel.html
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This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular 
destination cities is intended for fast reference. Most of these 
hotels and thousands of others can be booked at www.gemut.
com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel Art Nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, cH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

Lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, 
tel. +41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel Adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der Tauber
Reichs-Küchenmeister, Kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. Tau-
ber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,  
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

Salzburg & environs
Schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Trumer Stube, Bergstrasse 6, A-5020 Salzburg
Tel: +43/0662/874776, www.trumerstube.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
Altstadt Vienna, Kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension Aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel Arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt Airport
Steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt Airport, Cargo 
city Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, 
D-63456, tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@
HotelBirkenhof.de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minutes 
from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich Airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, 
D-85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich Airport
Mövenpick Zürich Airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly Away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, cH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

We Recommend
Upper Rhine Museums Pass

The region of the Upper Rhine 
encompasses three countries through 
which the great river flows: the 
Baselland in Switzerland, Alsace in 
France, Baden-Württemberg and 
part of the Rhineland-Pfalz in Ger-
many. If you’re planning a trip to 
that part of Europe, consider pur-
chasing an Upper Rhine Museums 
Pass, providing free entry to more 
than 180 museums, castles, parks, 
and gardens in this tri-country re-
gion, as well as reduced prices on 
certain concerts and other cultural 
events.

Given the high price of museum 
entry fees in Europe, this pass can 
be a real money-saver. Many muse-
ums now charge €10 or more for one 
adult admission, and some entries 
cost considerably more.

A one-year Upper Rhine Muse-
ums Pass costs €69 for one adult and 
€119 for two adults. Each adult pass 
also includes free admission for up 
to five children under the age of 18.

For shorter visits, a 48-hour 
Short-Term Passport for one adult 
and one child under 18 sells for €25.  
Even if you visit only three museums 
in that two-day period, you’ll still 
save money with this pass.

Both passes are sold at all partici-
pating museums. You can also buy 
them online at www.museumspass.
com, where you can download a 
brochure describing each of the 
participating museums and a list of 
upcoming exhibitions.

Germany’s Top 10?
Here’s one that’s bound to create 

controversy. The German Tourist 
Board has announced the 10 best 
places to visit in Germany as cho-
sen by foreign visitors. From 2012 
to March 2013, visitors were able to 
vote for their ‘top sights’ website. 
The result is a list of 700 tourist 
highlights, which have been ranked 
according to popularity. The survey, 

which was available in 26 languages, 
registered more than 46,000 clicks.

The new results are being in-
corporated into the update for the 
GNTB’s ‘Germany’s Top 100’ app 
which has been available since 2012 
in English and German for Apple 
and Android devices. The app pro-
vides a brief description of each 
attraction, along with photos and 
information on opening times, ad-
mission prices and travel directions.

The people’s choices:

1. Neuschwanstein Castle, 
Schwangau/Füssen, Bavaria

2. Europa-Park, Rust, Baden-
Württemberg

3. Cologne Cathedral (UNESCO 
World Heritage), Cologne

4. Brandenburg Gate, Berlin

5. The Berlin Wall (East Side 
Gallery, Berlin Wall Park, Berlin Wall 
Trail, etc.)

6. Loreley, Upper Middle Rhine 
Valley (UNESCO World Heritage), 
Rhineland-Palatinate

7. Black Forest Nature Reserves, 
Baden-Württemberg

8. Heidelberg Castle, Baden-
Württemberg

9. Lake Constance/Boddensee 
with Mainau Island, Monastic Is-
land of Reichenau (UNESCO World 
Heritage), Lindau, prehistoric pile 
dwellings, Meersburg Castle, Lake 
Constance, Baden-Württemberg

10. Museum Island (UNESCO 
World Heritage), Berlin

(Editor’s note: Europa Park? It 
wouldn’t make our list, and where are 
Wieskirche, Burg Eltz, the Asam brothers 
churches, Linderhof, the Abbey Church at 
Ottobeuren, Schloss Nymphenburg, etc.?

 Some years ago we published a differ-
ent list, our top 10 German destinations. 
We’d make some changes today but here’s 
what we thought 10-15 year ago. Southern 
Bavarian Countryside, Berlin, Munich, 
Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Mosel River 
Valley, Heidelberg, Bamberg, the Black 
Forest, Hamburg, and the Island of Sylt.)

Other Stuff

http://www.trumerstube.at
http://www.museumspass.com
http://www.museumspass.com
http://www.germany.travel/top100

