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Booking a Guilt Trip with 60 
Minutes G Ö R L I T Z

Hannover’s Red Thread

by Phyllis Meras

w

n this easternmost city of Ger-
many, more than 4,000 archi-
tectural monuments of Gothic, 

Renaissance, Baroque, Art Nouveau 
and other 19th-century architecture 
line the narrow, winding streets 
and spacious squares. And, across 
the River Neisse in Zgorzelec, the 

third of Görlitz 
that became Pol-

ish after World War II, are another 
100 memorable historic structures. 
The monuments in these two cities 
include churches, watchtowers, for-
tifications, a house where Napoleon 
stayed, and a 15th-century copy of 
Jerusalem’s Holy Sepulchre.

Before the Second World War, 
seven bridges across the Neisse 
linked Görlitz’s center with its 
eastern suburbs. These suburbs are 
today’s Zgorzelec. All the bridges 

were destroyed in the war, but 
three were rebuilt. It was not until 
the Berlin Wall came down in 1989, 
however, that any real traffic across 
the river resumed. Then curious 
Poles came to shop in German 
Görlitz for goods of better quality 
than those in Poland, and a few 
Poles found jobs there. Nostalgic 
Germans whose families had lived 
across the river for generations 
also came. Having lost their homes 
when the eastern suburbs became 
Polish at the war’s end, they re-
turned filled with curiosity to see 
their former dwellings.

Only a few of the historic struc-
tures on either side of the river 
were seriously damaged during 
that war, but many were in need of 
restoration. When Görlitz was an 
East German city, the government 

ow many times have you 
arrived in a new city and 
wondered where and how 

to begin a systematic exploration of 
it? Sure, guidebooks always list the 
important museums, churches, and 
other landmarks, but they seldom 

describe the best, 
or most efficient, 

way to plan a self-guided sightsee-
ing tour.

The German city of Hannover 
has cleverly solved that problem for 
tourists by painting a bold red stripe 
on its sidewalks, connecting more 
than three dozen important sites in 
a continuous route that can be fol-
lowed on foot. Whether you’re a 
business person with only a couple 
of hours, or a leisurely tourist plan-
ning to spend several days in town, 

you can maximize your time by 
following the Red Thread.

Start at the Hannover Touris-
mus Service (Ernst-August-Platz 
8, www.hannover.de/english/index.
html) next to the Hauptbahnhof 
(main train station) where, for 
a small fee, you can purchase a 
handy-size guidebook titled Han-
nover: The Red Thread through the 
City Centre. This book covers the 
entire 4.2 kilometer (2-3/4-mile) 
Red Thread route, with a short de-
scription of each of the numbered 
stops along the way. If you have but 
a short time in Hannover, just buy 

by Sharon Hudgins

(Our publisher is on vacation. Here is 
a Dear Subscriber column from 1992.)

Are we now to feel guilty 
about traveling? Apparently. On 
a recent Sunday evening CBS 
took the entire country to the 
woodshed for venturing abroad. 
According to 60 Minutes reporter, 
Morley Safer, it seems that far 
too many of us are flocking to 
places such as the Cathedral of 
Notre Dame in Paris, where at 
the height of the season, some 
300 tourists per minute enter and 
leave the church.  What Morley 
is worried about is that all these 
people aren’t holding their breath 
while inside the church. You see, 
carbon dioxide and other insidi-
ous particles that tourists (human 
beings, actually) exhale while 
gaping at the ceiling and won-
dering exactly where it was the 
Hunchback used to hang out, are 
eating away at the church’s old 
stones. He made it sound pretty 
ominous. 

Other stops on the Safer guilt 
trip were Venice for pictures of 
garbage floating in the Grand 
Canal, and the South of France 
where telephoto lenses made ex-
pensive, crowded beaches look 
worse than Coney Island on a hot 
4th of July.

A bit more subliminal were 
snippets of Noel Coward lyrics 
about the “wrong people” travel-
ing and the “right people” staying 
home.

The segment was 15-minutes 
of sweating throngs, from China’s 
Great Wall to the Caves of Las-
caux, “slogging,” as Morley put 
it, “past the familiar.” His final, 
incredible admonishment was that 
we should all stay home. But the 

http://www.hannover.de/english/index.html
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tone of the piece led me to believe 
Morley actually meant “you,” not 
“we.”(These days he’s probably 
having to mingle with the “wrong 
people” on the Concorde or in the 
bar at the “George Sank.”)

All in all, it was an elitist pitch 
with the laughable conclusion that 
we curtail European travel. After 
a youth spent dreaming over pic-
ture books of the great castles and 
churches of Europe, are we not 
to see them for ourselves? Now 
that we have the time and money 
(barely) to finally do it, are we 
to heed the scolding of an elitist, 
globe-trotting, TV reporter, who’s 
in Paris half a dozen times a year 
and only sees the flying buttresses 
of Notre Dame from the back seat 
of his limo? No way.

Indeed, many of the world’s 
treasures are the worse for wear, 
in part because of tourism. But it 
might surprise Morley to learn that 
even ordinary folk from middle 
America who, if they are lucky, 
might get to see Europe once in 
their lifetime, are also concerned 
that Venice is sinking and stinking.

The report, however, did serve 
to remind me how uncomfort-
able it can be to visit major tourist 
attractions during high season. 
Historical significance is hard to 
grasp, and romantic feelings hard 

to catch, when being herded in 
sticky heat with a group of 300 
through an ancient chateau or 
palace. If you’re at the back of the 
group the tour guide is halfway 
through the spiel by the time 
you’ve squeezed into the room, 
and you’re so far away you’re 
lucky if you can hear it.

It’s a good argument for off-
season travel. Some of our most 
memorable experiences have been 
out-of-season. I recall last April a 
slow drive through the vineyards 
from Lausanne to Aigle, where we 
spent an hour wandering through 
the castle with no more than half 
a dozen other visitors. In 1973 we 
arrived at famed Chateau Mouton 
Rothschild, home of one of Bor-
deaux’s greatest wines, hoping 
to see the Baroness Rothschild’s 
renowned wine museum. There 
was no one around except for a 
white-haired man in his 60s in a 
workman’s smock. After sizing us 
up for a moment, he motioned us 
to follow. He opened a heavy door 
with a key, flipped a light switch 
and watched our faces for the re-
action he knew was coming. The 
room materialized before us, each 
exquisite piece bathed in its own 
pool of light. Breathtaking. The 
man motioned us into the museum 
where we roamed among the trea-
sures. He spoke to us of the Baron-
ess and of how she had collected 
and assembled the pieces. After 
about 15 minutes we expressed 

our admiration for the museum, 
our thanks to him, and left. 

A month or so later in a wine 
magazine I came across a picture 
of our host and his boss, Baron 
Phillipe Rothschild. Our docent 
that afternoon was the cellar 
master (winemaker) at Mouton 
Rothschild—“the rest of the story” 
as Paul Harvey would say.

So if you have an unquench-
able yearning to see the lovely 
German town of Rothenburg ob 
der Tauber, for example, and your 
only opportunity is in August, by 
all means do it. But if it is possible 
to go at another time of the year, 
say November or early April, you 
will find things much more re-
laxed and less crowded. The same 
goes for Venice, the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame, Bavaria’s Royal 
Castles, Salzburg, the Schönbrunn 
Palace in Vienna, and most of Eu-
rope’s most popular stops.—RHB
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Görlitz Basics

Population: 55,000

Elevation: 233 meters (700 ft.)

Tourist Info: Görlitz Visitor Infor-
mation. Obermarkt 32, 02826 Görlitz, 
tel. +49/3581/47570, www.goerlitz.
de, wilkommen@europastadt-
görlitz.de. Open daily 9am-6pm.  
English-language tours by prior ar-
rangement.

Tourist Bureau I-Vent, 
Obermarkt 33, 02826 Gör-
litz, tel. +49/3581/42/13/62, 
fax+49/3581/42/13/65, www.
goerlitz-tourismus.de. Hours 
vary. English language tours by 
prior arrangement.

Driving distances: 
Berlin            200 km/124 miles 
Dresden         100 km/62 miles 
Erfurt             300 km/186 miles 
Leipzig          200 km/124 miles 
Munich          600 km/372 miles

Rail connections: Hourly service 
from Berlin with a change of trains 
in Cottbus or service from Berlin 
six times a day with a change of 
trains in Dresden. A full schedule 
of trains from other German cities 
may be found at www.bahn.de.

Nearest airport: 
Dresden 100 km/ 62 miles 

lacked restoration funds and ignored 
the town’s historic value and tourist 
potential. It was not until unification 
that West German travelers began to 
visit the old East, and UNESCO rec-
ognized the city’s architectural trea-
sures, that federal funds were allot-
ted for restoration. Today, Görlitz’s 
colorful historic facades brighten 
its Untermarkt (Lower Market) and 
Obermarkt (Upper Market). Visitors 
with a cinematic bent will recognize 
doorways, arcades and streetcar 
tracks from the 2008 movies, The 
Reader and Inglourious Basterds (sic). 
And filming in Görlitz for the up-
coming The Grand Budapest Hotel was 
recently completed. For this movie, 
the city’s Art Nouveau Karstadt De-
partment Store with its domed glass 
ceiling, has become a hotel. 

It was more than 900 years ago 
that Görlitz had its beginning as a 
village of the Wends, a Slavic tribe 
that lived along the River Elbe. 
In time, that site came to be at the 
crossing of two important trade 
routes, the Via Regia (Royal Road) 
going east-west from Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain to Kiev in Rus-
sia, and the north-south Salzstrasse 
(Salt Road) from Stralsund on the 
Baltic Sea to Venice. Görlitz’s loca-
tion helped it prosper.

In the 13th century, settlers began 
to arrive from Thuringia, Franconia 
and Meissen. By then, the town was 
ruled by Bohemia’s king and given 
the right to mint its own coins. It 
was also exempted from paying 
taxes and allowed to store salt and 
woad (an herb of the mustard family 
from which a blue dye was made; 
not a highway driven by Elmer 
Fudd). Before long, with access to 
woad, cloth was being manufac-
tured in Görlitz and the thriving 
town was given the right to brew 
beer. Today, the Renaissance “hall-
houses” around the Untermarkt bear 
witness to those prosperous times. 
In them, trade and living spaces 
were combined. 

Visitors should start their explo-
ration at the Obermarkt where the 
city’s two tourist offices are located. 
Both offices will supply English-
speaking guides if given sufficient 
advance notice, but such tours are 
pricey. With a map and an English-
language guidebook, however, 
Görlitz’s historic center, and nearby 
Zgorzelec, can easily be explored 
independently. 

Once an inn, the pink and white 
building at No. 29 Obermarkt is 
the finest Baroque structure in the 
city. From its balcony, Napoleon, an 
overnight guest en route to Russia in 
1813, watched a parade of his troops. 
Other notable visitors were Augus-
tus the Strong of Saxony and Tsar Al-
exander I of Russia. No. 29 was built 

in 1718 after a fire destroyed most of 
the buildings along the Obermarkt. 
Its façade is decorated with elegant 
stucco decorations and inside are 
interesting painted beamed ceilings. 
Visitors are free to enter.

To the right, at the top of the 
Obermarkt, is the 14th-century 
Reichenbacher Turm (Reichen-
bacher Tower). Once a watchtower, 
it is now a small museum of the his-
tory of Görlitz’s early fortifications. 
A fine view of the city may be had 
from the tower’s top. In front, is the 
Kaisertrutz (Imperial Keep), built 
in 1440. It, too, was a part of the city 
fortifications and is now a museum 
of art and history. 

The slender tower of the Drei-
faltigkeitskirche (the Church of 
the Holy Trinity) rises at the other 
end of the Obermarkt. This church 
followed construction of a 13th-
century Franciscan monastery and 
is notable for the Golden Mary, an 
intricately-carved, late-Gothic high 
altar. Beyond it, on Bruderstrasse 
(Brethren Street), is Schönhof (Beau-
tiful Court), a house that was started 
in the 13th century, but destroyed by 
fire and rebuilt in the 16th century. It 
is said to be the oldest Renaissance 
private house in Germany, but is 
now the Silesian Museum, one of 
the city’s most rewarding collections. 
It features richly-painted wooden 
ceilings, and porcelain, glass and 
goldsmiths’ art. (Silesia was once 
part of Germany, but today all of it is 
in Poland.) 

The cobblestoned Untermarkt, 
beyond the museum, is edged by 
the Lange Lauben (Long Arcades) of 
Renaissance hall-houses. Twelve of 
these remain, making this neighbor-
hood the most architecturally rich 
area of the city. 

These houses have wide rounded 
doors that open into great court-
yards. Tradesmen—originally cloth 
merchants—entered them with their 
horses and wagons to store and 
display their goods. Once the trades-
man had arrived, the house owner, a 
potential buyer, would come down 

http://www.goerlitz.de
http://www.goerlitz.de
mailto:wilkommen@europastadt-goerlitz.de
mailto:wilkommen@europastadt-goerlitz.de
http://www.goerlitz-tourismus.de/
http://www.goerlitz-tourismus.de/
http://www.bahn.de
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travelers to Germanic Europe, including car 
rental, rail passes, hotel bookings, travel tips, 
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• www.viamichelin.com The Michelin 
database of hotels and restaurants, plus great 
interactive trip planning tools
• www.travelessentials.com Guide-
books, maps, travel accessories, luggage, all 
at 10 percent off for subscribers. Use discount 
code gemut2010.
• maps.google.com Amazing map re-
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a stone staircase from his living 
quarters to examine the goods. If 
the tradesman had a long journey, 
the house owner would offer him 
overnight lodging on the third floor 
of his home. To assure that Görlitz 
flourished, it was made a criminal 
offense to take either the Royal 
Road or the Salt Road and not stop 
in the town. In its 15th-century hey-
day, as many as 1,000 wagons a day 
filled with goods stopped there.

The 15th-century hall house at 
Untermarkt 22 is particularly inter-
esting. It has a Flüsterbogen (Whis-
pering Arch) that allows a sound 
whispered into a troughed stone 
on one side of the entryway to be 
heard on the other side of the door-
way. At Untermarkt 24 is another 
outstanding house. Formerly the 
Town Council Pharmacy, the elabo-
rately decorated pink and gray 
Renaissance building is now Café 
Ratsapotheke. Above its door are 
astrological signs and a sundial. 

The Rathaus (Town Hall), 
whose oldest section dates from 

the 14th century, is just at the edge of 
the Untermarkt. An unusual Statue 
of Justice, wielding her sword and 
carrying her scales, rises beside the 
step. It is notable because the god-
dess is not blindfolded, as she is 
customarily, but has her eyes open. 
The town fathers of the 16th century, 
when the statue was erected, said 
that Justice should be administered 
with open, not closed eyes. If one 
ventures inside on a tour, there are 
two superb hand-carved wooden 
Renaissance ceilings on the second 
and third floors.

On the east side of the Rathaus 
tower, two clocks gleam, one above 
the other. In the center of the lower 
clock, dating from 1584, is a helmet-
ed head whose jaw drops every min-
ute as a warning to passersby of how 
quickly time passes. On the upper 
clock, the hands show the day, hour 
and phases of the moon and take 
a month to go around. Above both 
clocks, a golden lion roars at noon. 

The Untermarkt opens into Neis-
strasse. There the Baroque house 
at No. 30 is the Cultural History 
Museum. Much space is devoted to 
the 18th-century classical philosopher 
and religious mystic Jakob Böhme, 
whose first occupation was as a cob-
bler. In other parts of the elegant 
hall-house, Renaissance, Baroque, 
Biedermeier and Classical furniture, 
as well as china and glass are dis-
played. There is also an impressive 
library of 135,000 rare, leather-bound 
science books. 

Next door at 29 Neisstrasse is 
Biblisches Haus. On its façade Old 
and New Testament scenes are de-
picted. A traveler can enjoy seeing 
other handsome doorways farther 
down Neisstrasse heading to the 
river. At the river’s edge rises the im-
posing Evangelische Pfarrkirche St. 
Peter und Paul (the Protestant Par-
ish Church of Saints Peter and Paul). 
It is known for its enormous 56-stop 
organ, built in the early 18th century 
and played at midday three times a 
week. Görlitz’s other notable church 
is the 12th-century Nikolaikirche 

(Church of St. Nicholas), the city’s 
oldest, with the cemetery behind 
it filled with elaborately decorated 
Baroque crypts and Jakob Böhme’s 
grave.

A short distance away, in a small 
park, is one of Görlitz’s most unusu-
al sites, the Heiliges Grab (the Holy 
Sepulchre). In 1465, Georg Emm-
erich, a wealthy former mayor of the 
town, set off on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land. His plan was to repro-
duce the Holy Sepulchre from which 
Christ is said to have risen from the 
dead. Emmerich spared no expense 
in having careful drawings made of 
all he saw, and when he returned, he 
had not only the Holy Sepulchre, but 
the Chapel of the Holy Cross and 
the Anointing Chapel recreated, and 
the Garden of the Mount of Olives 
and the Disciples’ Garden planted 
in a park across the way.

Just below the Heiliges Grab are 
a few of the city’s medieval walls 
and a quiet garden of birch trees and 
singing birds. The 14th-century Niko-
lai Turm (Nicholas Tower), now a 
museum of weights, tools, tiles and 
baskets, is also in the neighborhood. 

Other sites of Görlitz are the 
700-year-old Dicker Turm (Fat 
Tower), so named because it was 
so solidly built; the 1850 Görlitz 
Theater with its richly decorated 
interior that has locally earned it 
the name “little Semper” after Dres-
den’s famous opera house, and the 
1912 Strasburg Passage, a shopping 
arcade. 

Görlitz is also one of those rare 
German cities to have a synagogue 
that survived the Kristallnacht 
(Crystal Night) destruction of 1938. 
Some say it was saved because the 
fire chief warned that burning the 
synagogue would endanger nearby 
buildings. Others say the city was 
protesting against the Nazis by not 
destroying it. Built next to the Ober-
markt in 1848, it still stands but is no 
longer a place of worship.

Major sites across the Neisse in 
Zgorzelec (Poland) include a memo-
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Fall airfares to Europe

Lowest Fares - Best Service

 

Best fares on Lufthansa, Delta, United, British 
Air, USAir, Air Berlin, Condor, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are round trip to Germany for 
shoulder-season travel and include tax & fuel 
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get 
an e-mail quote at www.gemut.com Cars also available in most      

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/2013. Discounts for longer 
rentals. All rates quoted in this ad are subject to 
change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates 
based on one-week booking. Rates include Value 
Added Tax, unlimited mileage, 3rd party liability ins. 
but do not include CDW, theft insurance, road tax, 
and airport fees. 

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa  $198 $28
VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $216 $31
VW Golf (Auto) $250 $36
VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $239 $37
MBZ C180/GPS (Auto) $383 $55
Skoda Superb $302 $43
MBZ C180/GPS (w/upgrade*) $251 $36
Skoda Superb (auto) $332 $47
BMW 5 (Auto/GPS) $526  $75
VW Touran  $244 $39
VW Touran (Auto) $275 $39
VW Passat Wagon $253 $36
Audi A4 SW (GPS) $430 $61
MBZ C200 SW (GPS)  $379 $54      
MBZ E-Class SW (GPS) $378  $54
VW Sharan 7-pass $482 $69
VW Minibus 9-pass $833 $94

Austria
Fiat Punto $262 $37
Ford Focus $285 $41
VW Golf (Auto) $550 $79
Mercedes B-Class  $361 $52
Skoda Octavia $424 $61
Mercedes C-Class $779 $111
Nissan SUV  $509 $73
Ford Focus Wagon $370 $53
Skoda Octavia Wagon   $458 $65 
Renault Traffic 9-Pass $933 $119

Switzerland
Opel Corsa $271 $39
Opel Astra $313 $45
Ford Focus (Auto) $456 $65
Opel Vectra  $512 $73
VW Golf Plus (Auto)  $622 $89
Ford C-Max Wagon  $541 $77
VW Golf Wagon  $427 $61
Skoda Octavia SW (auto)  $632 $90 
Ford Galaxy Van $1310 $187
Renault Espace Van (auto) $1376 $197

European Auto Rental
Germany 

• Book a five-passenger van, VW Touran
 (or similar) in Germany for a week               

for $244 ($275 automatic), including 19% VAT

Best Current Deal

Travel MarT
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to 
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ........................................$1138
Boston ..........................................$993
Chicago .........................................$903
Dallas ..........................................$1196
Denver ..........................................$962
Los Angeles ................................$1171
Miami ............................................$947
New York ......................................$884
Orlando .......................................$1116
Seattle ........................................$1179
San Francisco .............................$1181
Washington DC ..............................$924
Call Now for Fall Business Class Specials
 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &  
Booking Service 

• Hotel Bookings

• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations 

• Backroads Itineraries

• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

Ask about our individually 
tailored 14-day “Great Little 
Hotels & Restaurants of 
Germany” auto tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art Nouveau
K'Damm & Savignyplatz neighborhood 
Many fine shops & small restaurants 

Mention Gemütlichkeit for 10% discount 
Editor's choice

Tel.+49.30.3277440, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: info@hotelartnouveau.de
web: www.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.
com. You can now book hotels, purchase 
rail passes and point-to-point rail tickets, 
buy travel insurance, and request quotes 
on transatlantic airline tickets and rental 
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel 
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel
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800-521-6722
Low season air to Europe...

Oct. 26-Dec. 10,  Dec . 25-Mar. 25

Consolidator Air Fares
Best  fares on  Lufthansa, American, Delta, United,

British Air, LTU, Northwest, Swiss, etc.

IMPORTANT: Fares are  round trip to Germany  for
mid-week travel and do not  include tax, fees, & fuel
surcharge. Call for a to-the-penny quote or get

an email quote at www.gemut.com

800.521.6722
Cars also available in most

European countries

• Upgrades through 10/31/09. Discounts for longer rent-
als. All rates quoted in this ad are as of 8/9/09, subject
to change without notice but lock-in at booking. Rates
based on one-week booking . Rates include unlimited mile-
age, 3rd party liability ins. but do not Include vaT, CDW,
theft insurance, road tax, and airport fees.

Car 1-week xtra day
Opel Corsa with air $204 $29

VW Golf (w/upgrade*) $205 $29

Opel Astra (Auto) $344 $48

VW Passat (w/upgrade*) $246 $35

VW Passat  (Auto) $363 $52

Audi A4 $343 $49

MBZ C180 (w/upgrade*) $267 $38

MBZ C180 (auto/GPS) $378 $54

MBZ E200 (Auto/GPS) $473 $68

VW Touran $327 $47

VW Golf SW $268 $38

VW Passat SW $319 $46

Audi A4 SW (GPS) $343 $49

BMW 530 SW (Auto/GPS) $586 $84

Volvo V70 SW (GPS) $394  $56

VW Sharan 7-pass $637 $91

VW Minibus 9-pass $637 $91

European Auto Rental
Germany

(Partial Vehicle List)

800-521-6722

• Through October 31, drive a Fullsize
Mercedes C200 in germany for a week for

$317, including 19% VAT. two-weeks is $570.

Best Current Deal

TRAVEL MART
www.gemut.com
A website for travelers to
Germanic Europe

Atlanta ............................. $411
Boston .............................. $356
Chicago ............................ $412
Dallas .............................. $406
Denver ............................. $434
Los Angeles ....................... $462
Miami ............................... $412
New York .......................... $312
Orlando ............................ $412
Seattle ............................. $462
San Francisco .................... $462
Washington DC ................... $362
Business Class ........... $2700 to $4000

 Fares available from all  U.S. gateways.

l hl

Gemütlichkeit's
Trip Planning &
Booking Service

• Hotel Bookings
• Hotel/Restaurant Recommendations
• Backroads Itineraries
• Self-Guided Auto/Rail Tours

800-521-6722

Your Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin HeadquartersYour Berlin Headquarters

Hotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art NouveauHotel Art Nouveau
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Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440Tel. 888-517-4342, Fax +49.30.32774440
Email: Email: Email: Email: Email: info@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.deinfo@hotelartnouveau.de

web: web: web: web: web: www.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.dewww.hotelartnouveau.de

Travel shopping is easy at www.gemut.com
You can now book hotels, purchase rail
passes and point-to-point rail tickets, buy
travel insurance, and request quotes on
transatlantic airline tickets and rental
cars. Secure, one-stop European travel
shopping at www.gemut.com

Book European Travel

Hotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss BergHotel Schloss Berg
• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake• Just South of Munich on Beautiful Starnberg Lake

• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View• Beautiful Rooms with Terrace, Full Baths, Lake View

• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest• Easy Access to Oktoberfest

• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office• Immediate Availability & Booking at Our USA Office

Hotel magnificently situated on Lakeside
surrounded by elegant villas, manor houses,
castles, and Germany's most beautiful
countryside. Friendly, English-speaking staff.
Moderate affordable rates include sumptuous
buffet breakfast, tax and service. Free
bicycles, large rooms with private outside
terraces. Complimentary beer or wine with
lunch or dinner orders in our Lakeside
Dining Room and Pub. Ask about
Gemütlichkeit senior citizen rebate.

Rapid Rail into Munich every 20 minutes.
Lake cruise ships stop at our dock, close to
Bavarian Castles and Austria.

USA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations OfficeUSA Reservations Office

Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251Toll Free: 866-833-1251

BOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFESTBOOK NOW FOR OKTOBERFEST

800-521-6722

Book Hotels Online 
www.gemut.com
. Three-star-plus hotels from:
Baden-Baden  ................... €71 
Berlin  .............................. €49
Frankfurt Airport  ............. €53
Garmisch-Partenkirchen  ..... €75 
Munich  ............................ €41
Munich Airport ................ €59
Wiesbaden ........................ €58
Graz .................................. €59
Salzburg  .......................... €49
Steyr  ................................ €68
Vienna  ............................. €34       
Vienna Airport ................. €50
Grindelwald ..................... CHF100
Interlaken ......................... CHF120
Lucerne  ........................... CHF115
Zürich  .............................. CHF115
Zürich Airport .................. CHF149

http://www.gemut.com
http://www.hotelartnouveau.de
http://www.gemut.com


TSA-Approved , our Triple Security 
Cable Lock not only locks your bag

tight - with the longer of its two cables, 
it protects itself from clumsy TSA agents

by locking TO your bag. It’s also great
for securing luggage to stationary objects!

$12.$12.56 (Reg.$13.95)

Eagle Creek Ease - It’s the latest from
the greatest & includes both two-wheeled 

and four-wheeled uprights, rolling
duffels, a rolling tote, garment bags, 

a rolling brief case, and more - 
all with Eagle Creek’s amazing 

“No Mat“No Matter What” Warranty. 

$112.50 - $405
(Reg. $125- $450)

NEW Lightweight
& Expandable Luggage

The Lock the TSA Can’t Lose!

Wash Your
Clothes

Anywhere!
Handy packets

of Woolite laundry 
detergent so you

ccan have clean clothes 
for the whole trip! 

(10 pack)

$5.36

(Reg. $5.95)

Prevent Leg
Swelling  &
Discomfort

TravelSox offer comfortable,
yet firm compression to

protect against  blood clots
and pain on long flightand pain on long flights.

$26.95

(Reg. $29.95)

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chips are
becoming more commonplace in credit cards
and passports. Our collection of RFID Blocking 
wallets, pouches, passport covers and organizers 
block RFID signals and keep your personal info
safe. 

$5.35 - $26.99 (Reg. $5.95 - $29.99)

Stop Electronic
ID Theft!

$62.95

(Reg. $69.95)

    Protect Your Valuables
    The CitySafe 200 travel purse offers a host of safety 
 features, including:

Slash-proof strap
& side panels.
Tamper-proof

zipper.
Snatch-proof
anchor clip.

        Plus, all the internal organization you’ll need for 
   cameras, cell phones, umbrellas, guide books and more!.

Squeezable and packable,
GoToob travel bottles
are easy to fill and
come in three carry-on 
approved sizes. 

Three packs starting
at $16.16 (Reg. $17.95)

$6.25 - $8.55

(Reg. $6.95 - $9.50)

1.25 oz 2 oz 3 oz

Finally, a Leak-Proof
Travel Bottle!

Producing quality maps and
guide books since 1900, Michelin’s
detail and accuracy make these
maps excellent for driving the
back roads of Europe.

$11.65

((Reg. $12.95)

Lost in Europe? Not
With A Michelin Map!

(use discount code Gemut2013)



Order rail passes and tickets online at gemut.raileuorpe.com or phone 800-521-6722 

European Rail Pass Update: Due to great variety and ever-growing number of 
European rail passes, and because those prices change so frequently, we can no lon-
ger maintain a complete list of passes and their current prices on this page.

Research & Buy Rail Passes Online: You can find the price of all passes at our 
website. Go to Gemut.com and select “Rail” from the top menu. There you can re-
search rail travel and purchase rail passes as well as point-to-point rail tickets. The 
prices will be exactly the same as at the Rail Europe website. There is no service fee 
for ordering online.

Buy Rail Passes by Phone: Call 800-521-6722. The minimum $25 service fee will 
be waived for past customers and paid subscribers to the Gemütlichkeit newsletter.

Sample Rail Pass Prices for 2013
• Eurail Global Saver Pass (24 countries) 
 10 days: $799
 15 consecutive days: $678
• Eurail Select Pass
 5 days, 3 countries, saver pass: $428
 5 days, 4 countries, saver pass: $478
 5 days, 5 countries, saver pass: $526
• European East Pass (5 countries)
 5 days, 2nd-class: $252
• Austria Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $153
• Austria-Czech Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $239
• Austria-Germany Eurail
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $386
• Austria-Switzerland Eurail
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $370

• German Rail Twin Pass
 3 days, second-class: $392 (2 persons)
 3 days, first-class: $538 (2 persons)
• France Rail Pass
 3 days, saver pass, second-class: $208
 3 days, saver pass, first-class: $257
• France-Germay Eurail Pass
 4 days, saver pass, second-class: $373
 4 days, saver pass, first-class: $411
• Switzerland-Germay Eurail Pass
 5 days, saver pass, first-class: $414
• Swiss Pass
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 1st-class: $419
 4 consec. days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $262
 3 days, saver pass, 1st-class: $401
 3 days, saver pass, 2nd-class: $250

Rail Specials and News
• France is no longer part of Eurail’s Select Pass but remains part of the Eurail 

Global Pass. It is also possible to purchase the following passes: France-Switzer-
land, France-Italy, France-Germany, France-Spain, and France-Benelux.

• A Fly-Rail Baggage tag checks a suitcase, bag, skis, snowboard, or stroller to 
any of 50 rail stations in Switzerland from any North American airport. The cost if 
$25 per person.

• You can now buy a German Rail Pass Extension allowing travel from Germany to 
Brussels, Prague, Kufstein, Innsbruck, Bolzano, Verona, Bologna and Venice. For travel 
through Aug. 31, it’s $7 per person, 2nd class, and $14, 1st class. Restrictions apply.

2013 Rail Pass Headquarters: Gemut.com 

http://gemut.raileurope.com/index.html
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The Gemut.com team can now 
meet all your cruise needs and 
offer the same great service

 
Europe’s rivers  ~ Mediterranean ~ Alaska ~ The Baltic ~ 

China ~ Caribbean ~ Vietnam & Cambodia ~ Hawaii ~ Russia 
Everywhere you want to cruise...

For free catalog from any cruise line or to book space,  

phone Gemütlichkeit: 800-521-6722 x 2

Here is a small sampling, call to discusss your specific needs. 

Uniworld Boutique river Cruise Company 
Pay-in-full discounts of up to $2000 per couple on select 2014 cruises. 

 DAnubE DiScovEry & PrAGuE 
 10 days, Vienna to Prague. From $3549

 
Princess Cruises 
 HAwAiiAn iSLAnDS      
 15 days, Roundtrip San Francisco and Los Angeles. From $1199

 GREEk ISLES        
 12 days, Rome to Venice. From $859

regent Seven Seas Cruises  
2014 cruises with 2-for-1 fares and additional bonus savings.

 IMPERIAL VISIONS     
 7 days, Copenhagen to Stockholm. From $6299

 ATLANTIC PROVINCES     
 16 days, Montreal to Miami. From $7549 
 

Cruise the World
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rial to Emperor Wilhelm I, founder 
of the German Empire, and his 
son Friedrich. Today it is a cultural 
center. And there is a Milepost 
Column erected by Augustus the 
Strong of Saxony in 1721. Directly 
on the riverfront is the simple home 
of the philosopher Jakob Böhme, 
now a museum. Zgorzelec also 
has two 20th-century churches, the 
Church of St. Boniface and the 
Moys Church —the latter built 
by the foreman who had been in 
charge of the construction of the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church 
in Berlin. Zgorzelec’s oldest historic 
structure is the 12th-century woad 
house, where the famous dye and 
grain were sold. Today it is a center 
for learning handicrafts.

Now, new apartment buildings 
in Baroque style, with old-fashioned 
pink and gold facades and a view, 
are under construction on the river-
front. As for travel to Zgorzelec it is 
frequent today, with curious tourists 
eager to have a taste of Poland.

Events
Görlitz Jazz Festival is an annual 

late spring event. 

Europa Marathon is an annual 
running event in Görlitz and neigh-
boring Zgorzelec, usually held on 
the first Sunday in June.

Fete de la Musique is an annual 
summer street festival with amateur 
and professional musicians partici-
pating. This year it is the first week-
end in August. 

Outdoor Summer Theater per-
formances are in June and July each 
year.

Schlesischer Tippelmarkt (Sile-
sian Peddlers Market) attracts ce-
ramic makers from all over Germany 
to display and sell their wares, usu-
ally the third weekend in July.

International Summer Theater 
Festival “ViaThea” brings interna-
tional theater companies to Görlitz 
to offer open-air performances. This 
year it will be the first weekend in 
August.

Görlitzer Altstadtfest is held for 
three days in August in Görlitz’s Old 
Town and in an old district of Zgor-
zelec and is the largest festival of its 
kind in the region. This year it is the 
last weekend in August.

European Heritage Day is a Sep-
tember event in which monuments 
and heritage sites normally closed 
are open to the public. This year it is 
Sept. 7.

Silesian Christmas Market 
brings crafts people and pastry-mak-
ers together in the Untermarkt in the 
days preceding that holiday. This 
year it runs from Dec. 5 to Dec. 15. 

Hotels

Romantik Hotel Tuchmacher
This 60-room four-star hotel 

in the center of the Old Town is a 
typical 16th-century wealthy trades-
man’s hall house whose reception 
room is decorated with Baroque 
paintings. Some guestrooms, with 
their wide ceiling beams, are 
also reminiscent of that day. 
In addition to its comfort-
able, spacious rooms, the hotel has 
a sauna, whirlpool and fitness room 
as well as its own restaurant, the 
Schneider Stube. (See Restaurants.)

Contact: Romantik Hotel Tuch-
macher, Peterstrasse 8, 02826 
Görlitz, tel. +49/3581/473/10, fax 
3581/473/1111, www.tuchmacher.
de.
Daily Rates: Singles €102, doubles 
€132-155, suites €188.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20 

Hotel am Goldenen Strauss 
Jugendstil is the style of this wel-

coming hostelry near Marienplatz 
and the post office and just on the 
edge of the historic Old Town. There 
are 21 spacious double and 25 single 
rooms. Its restaurant, serving Sile-
sian fare, is open for lunch and din-
ner daily.

Contact: Hotel am Goldenen 
Strauss, Struvestrasse 1, 02826 Gör-
litz, tel. +49/3581/428/18/10, fax 
3581/42/81/81, www.stadthotel-

goerlitz.de/en.
Daily Rates: Singles €54-64; doubles 
€84-104
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20

Hotel and Guesthouse  
Dreibeiniger Hund

An early 19th-century façade 
leads guests into this late Middle 
Ages/early Renaissance structure 
where many guestrooms still have 
the wooden beam ceilings of the 
building’s  earliest days. Most are 
furnished in Jugendstil (Art Nou-
veau) and Biedermeier styles. 

The hotel’s popular dining room 
(See Restaurants) has vaulted ceil-
ings and a welcoming fireplace for 
cold, snowy nights. 

Contact: Hotel and Guesthouse Drei-
beiniger Hund, Buttnerstrasse 13, 
02826 Görlitz, +49/3581/42/39/80, 
fax 3581/42/39/79, www.dreibeini-
gerhund.de.
Daily Rates: Singles €60; doubles 
€73-95
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 17/20

Hotel Borse und Gästehaus 
und Herberge             

Three buildings comprise this 
family-owned hotel: the main 18th-
century building on the Untermarkt, 
which originally housed shops and 
a stock exchange; an 18th-century 
guesthouse; and a hostel near the 
Flüsterbogen (Whispering Arch). Fur-
nishings are largely in Biedermeier 
style in the cheery rooms, except 
in the hostel where furnishings 
are more modern. Breakfast for all 
guests is served in the main build-
ing, but there is no restaurant.

Contact: Hotel Borse und Gäste-
haus, Untermarkt 16, 02826 Gör-
litz tel. +49/3581/764/20, fax 
3581/764/279, www.boerse-goer-
litz.de.
Daily Rates: In the main house, sin-
gles are €75; doubles €113-133. In the 
guesthouse, singles are €60; doubles 
€85-99. In the hostel, rooms are €55 
for one person, €69 double.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 17/20
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Hotel-Restaurant Schwibbogen
Situated on the Obermarkt, this 

60-room hotel combines Gothic and 
Baroque elements in its architecture, 
and is particularly known for the 
16th-century painting that decorates 
its breakfast room. Its Restaurant 
Schwibbogen, serving traditional 
dishes, is open daily, except Tuesday, 
from 11am to 11pm.

Contact: Hotel Schwibbogen, 
Obermarkt 34, 02826 Görlitz, 
tel.+49/3581/87/77/890, fax 
3581/66/75/27, hotelschwibbogen.
de/en.
Daily Rates: Singles €65, doubles 
€90. 
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20 

Hotel Frenzelhof
Though not large, this Unter-

markt late Gothic structure across 
from the Rathaus, also contains a 
16th-century chapel decorated with 
New Testament scenes. 

Now a seven-room hotel, the 
Frenzelhof was once the home of a 
wealthy textile merchant. On a visit 
to Görlitz, Johann Wolfgang von 
Göthe, fascinated by the city’s large 
hall-houses, gave this part of the 
town the nickname of Kaufmans-
burg, after its dwellers.

Contact: Hotel Frenzelhof, 
Untermarkt 5, 02825 Görlitz, 
tel. +49/3581/42/08/72, fax 
3581/42/08/74, www.frenzelhof.
de/hotel-goerlitz.                
Daily Rates: Singles €75, doubles 
€85.
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20

Restaurants              

Acanthus and Via Regia
This large cellar restaurant is 

in the labyrinthine depths of two 
houses dating from the Middle Ages, 
Gothic and Renaissance times. There 
are arches and alcoves everywhere 
and a garden for summertime din-
ing. House specialties are Schleischer 
Bierbraten (beef cooked in beer 
and served with dumplings), and 
Schleisches Himmelreich (smoked pork 
cooked with dried fruit, cinnamon 

and served with dumplings). Many 
fish and meat dishes are cooked on a 
lava grill. Main courses are €10-€11. 
Open daily 1-11pm.

Contact: Neisstrasse 19-20, 
02826 Görlitz, Via Reggia tel 
+49/3581/40/20/70, Acanthus tel. 
3581/68/18/10, www.acanthus-
viaregia.de.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 15/20 

Destille
Situated in a 13th-century build-

ing that also houses Pension Destille, 
this restaurant offers Mediterranean 
cuisine as well as such local special-
ties as Schliesches Himmelreich and 
Rinderzunge—ox tongue with sal-
sify. Entrees are in the €8-20 range. 
History buffs may want to visit the 
remains of an 11th-century Jewish 
ritual bath in the cellar.

Open daily 11:30am-2:30pm and 
5:30–11pm.

Contact: Destille, Nikolaistrasse 6, 
02826 Görlitz, tel.+49/3581/40 53 02,  
www.destille-goerlitz.de.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20

Dreibeiniger Hund
This hotel-restaurant is as popu-

lar with townspeople as it is with 
overnight guests. Under the wooden 
beams of the 15th-century structure 
meals range from Bratwurst with 
mashed potatoes for €7 to roasted 
goat with green beans and dump-
lings for €9. Open Sun.-Thurs. 11am-
10pm, Fri.-Sat. until 11pm.

Contact: Butnerstrasse 13, 32826 
Görlitz, tel.+49 3581/42/39/80, 
dreibeinigerhund.de/index.php/
gasthof.
Rating: Quality 15/20 Value 17/20

Lucie Schulte
Diners have their choice of such 

local dishes as a Mohn Käse—poppy 
seed cake with vanilla sauce 
and fresh berries—as a des-
sert for €5, or more interna-
tional dishes like grilled prawns 
with a vegetable for €9 or steaks 
or veal for €15. The restaurant is 
in a 500-year-old building that has 

recently been updated. In summer, 
there is garden dining as well. Open 
daily noon-11pm.

Contact: Untermarkt 12, 02826, Gör-
litz, tel.+49/3581/410/260, www.
lucieschulte.de.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 17/20

Schneider Stube
The Alsatian chef in this res-

taurant at the Hotel Tuchmacher 
delights in inventive cooking. His 
goat cheese tart with a sesame crust 
and lavender-honey ice cream is a 
knockout for less than €8. A main 
course might be Mitspoulardenbrust 
Entenstopfleber mit Blattspinat und 
Orange Risotto (chicken breast with 
duck liver, and spinach and orange 
risotto) for €21.50. Naturally, the 
menu also features several Silesian 
dishes. 

On sunny summer days, dining 
in the courtyard is always a pleasure.

Open noon-3pm and 6-10pm 
except Monday when no mid-day 
meal is served.

Contact: Peterstrasse 6, 0282 Görlitz, 
tel.+49/3581/4/73/10, www.tuch-
macher.de.
Rating: Quality 17/20, Value 16/20

Przy Jakubie
Across the river in Zgorzelec, this 

inconspicuous restaurant just a door 
away from the Jakob Böhme Mu-
seum is simple but most welcoming. 
It offers Polish specialties like Barsczc 
Bialy (sour bread soup) that’s perfect 
for warming up on a snowy day and 
Jobtka popelsku (sliced baked apples 
with honey, red currant jelly and cin-
namon). And prices are low.

Contact: Ul. Daszyskieo 11/1 59 900 
Zgorzelec tel,+48/75/77/17/983, 
www.restauracjaprzyjakubie.pl.
Rating: Quality 13/20, Value 17/20  

St. Jonathan
Elements of Romanesque, Gothic 

and Baroque architecture are all to 
be seen in this largest hall-house in 
Görlitz that is now a spacious res-
taurant with high arched ceilings. 
It specializes in Argentinian and 
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American beefsteaks that range in 
price from €16 to €23. It is also pos-
sible to get local Silesian food and 
even Mediterranean fare.

Open daily except Monday from 
noon-3pm and 6pm-midnight. On 
Mondays, it is open only from 5pm-
midnight.

Contact: Peterstrasse 16, 02826, Gör-
litz, tel. +49/3581/42/10/82, www.
goerlitz-restaurant.de.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 17/20

Zur Schwarzen Kunst 
This 700-year-old former book 

bindery today is a first-class restau-
rant where specialties range from 
Knusprige Grillhaxe mit Sauerkraut—
crispy pork knuckle with sauerkraut 
for €9.70—to roast beef with mush-
room sauce for €14.40.

Open weekdays 5-11pm and 
Sunday noon-2pm.

Contact: Neisstrasse 22, 02826 Gör-
litz, tel.+49/3581/41/81/25, www.
unser-goerlitz.de/geniessen/zur-
schwarzen-kunst.
Rating: Quality 14/20, Value 15/20   

Café kranzel
Cozy in winter and cool in sum-

mer, this little Espresso bar and un-
derground café with brick ceilings 
serves a wide variety of coffees, teas 
and cakes. In summer, the courtyard 
is most pleasant for a coffee. Open 
Mon., Weds., Thurs., Fri. 10am-
10pm; Sat. and Sun. 9am-10pm. 
Closed Tues.

Contact: Kranzelstrasse 16, 02626 
Görlitz, tel. +49/74/32/44/30,  
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 15/20

Ratscafe kretschmer
This 16th-century town house 

with its elaborately carved pink 
doorway and vaulted ceilings is 
just the place to escape the cold 
in winter and enjoy coffee and 
Mohnkuche—poppy seed cake. And 
in summer, there’s no better spot 
for people-watching than under its 
umbrellas on the Untermarkt. For 
years, this was a pharmacy. Open 
Mon.- Sat. at 9am, and Sun. at 10am, 

closing hours vary.

Contact: Untermarkt 24, 02826 Gör-
litz, tel. +49/3581/66/74/15
Rating: Quality 16/20, Value 16/20 

Café kugel 
Sitting down to coffee and cake 

in this charming café where a fire 
glows in the fireplace in winter, you 
might be in the living room of your 
own house. In summer, the tree-
shaded garden, often with live mu-
sic, is an inviting place to be.

Open Tues.-Fri. noon-6pm; Sat.-
Sun 2-6pm. 

Contact: Weberstrasse 10, 02826 Gör-
litz, tel.+49/3581/322/9180, www.
cafe-kugel.de.
Rating: Quality 15/20, Value 16/20  

a city map that offers a short version 
of this self-guided tour to the main 
sightseeing points.

Start by strolling through the 
elegant Galerie Luise and Kröpke 
Passage shopping arcades, perhaps 
fueling-up for the walk at one of 
the trendy bistros or cafes scattered 
throughout these glitzy mini-malls. 
Then head down the boulevard 
known as the Georgstrasse to Han-
nover’s neo-classical Opera House, 
where you can buy a ticket for an 
upcoming performance. Next to the 
Opera House is a somber reminder 
of German history, a modern memo-
rial to the Jews of Hannover who 
perished in the Holocaust.

Continue on the Georgstrasse to 
the Georgplatz, resisting the tempta-
tion to do more shopping along the 
way. (You don’t want to lug heavy 
bags; hold the shopping for later.) 
From Georgplatz, the Thread leads 
past several historic sites, including 
a fragment of the old city wall from 
1337 and the ruins of the medieval 
Aegidienkirche (St. Giles Church), 
which was bombed during World 
War II when 90-percent of the city’s 
buildings were damaged or de-
stroyed by air raids. The church is 

now a place of remembrance for vic-
tims of war, including a monument 
to the victims of Hiroshima.

Upon reaching Hannover’s 
magnificent New Town Hall (built 
between 1901 and 1913), take time 
to go inside and ride the unusual 
oblique elevator to the top of the 
building’s dome, where there is a 
panoramic view over the entire city. 
From this vantage point—weather 
permitting—you’ll be able to see 
why Hannover is known as “The 
Green Metropolis” for its many trees, 
parks, forests, and gardens.

Next to the New Town Hall is the 
Kestner Museum, whose exhibits 
of old and new arts and crafts will 
fascinate art-lovers of all stripes. 
The Red Thread snakes its way past 
other museums, churches, palaces, 
and monuments, too. Since you’re 
the leader of this walking tour, step 
inside and linger as long as you 
like—or make note of places to re-
visit when there is more time.

History buffs will be enchanted 
by Hannover’s Old Town, with its 
16th- and 17th-century half-timbered 
buildings, including Hannover’s 
oldest house, dating from 1566, and 
its red-brick, North German Gothic 
churches and Old Town Hall. 

The Red Thread also passes the 
Ballhof, the city’s oldest sports hall, 
built in the mid-1600s, and the in-
teresting Museum of History, with 
exhibits of daily life in Hannover 
during the past four centuries.

Don’t miss the Market Hall—
”the belly of Hannover”—a nonde-
script building (on the outside) that 
houses 50 colorful food stalls selling 
products from around the world. 
This massive culinary emporium 
also has several places where you 
can rest your feet and stop for a 
sandwich, a pastry, a cup of cappuc-
cino, or even a glass of champagne. 
Suitably refreshed, you can then 
continue along the pedestrian streets 
in the city center, back to the train 
station where you started.

But there’s even more to Han-
nover than the many sights along 

RED THREAD 
Continued from page 1

http://www.goerlitz-restaurant.de/
http://www.goerlitz-restaurant.de/
http://www.unser-goerlitz.de/geniessen/zur-schwarzen-kunst/
http://www.unser-goerlitz.de/geniessen/zur-schwarzen-kunst/
http://www.unser-goerlitz.de/geniessen/zur-schwarzen-kunst/
http://www.cafe-kugel.de/
http://www.cafe-kugel.de/


Gemütlichkeit 12 July 2013 

www.gemut.com “Like” us at Facebook.com/Gemut.com

This listing of good value, mid-priced hotels in popular 
destination cities is intended for fast reference. Most of these 
hotels and thousands of others can be booked at www.gemut.
com. Hotels are arranged in price order, higher to lower. 

Berlin
Hotel art nouveau, Leibnizstr. 59, tel. +49/030/327 7440, 
info@hotelartnouveau.de, www.hotelartnouveau.de
Hotel Domus, uhlandstrasse 49, Germany D-10719, tel. 
+49/030/882041, fax 882 0410,  info@hotel-domus-berlin.de

Bern
Hotel Bristol, Schauplatzgasse 10, CH-3011, tel. +41/31/311 
0101, fax 311 9479, email reception@bristolbern.ch
Hotel Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, cH-3000, tel. +41/031/329 
9595, fax 329 95 96,  hotelkreuz@swissonline.ch

Lucerne
Hotel Wilden Mann, Bahnhofstrasse 30, CH-6000 Luzern, 
tel. +41/041/2101666, fax 2101629,  mail@wilden-mann.ch 
Hotel Cascada, Bundesplatz 18, CH-6003 Lucerne, tel: 
+41/041/226 80 88, fax 226 80 00, info@cascada.ch 

Munich
Hotel exquisit, Pettenkoferstr. 3, tel. +49/089/ 551 99 0, fax 
551 99 499,  info@hotel-exquisit.com. 
Hotel adria, Liebigstrasse 8a, D-80538 München, tel. 
+49/089/242 1170, e-mail: reception@adria-muenchen.de
Hotel Kraft, Schillerstr. 49, tel. +49/089/594823-24, fax 550 
3856, office@kraft-hotel.com

Rothenburg ob der Tauber
Reichs-Küchenmeister, kirchplatz 8, Rothenburg o.d. Tau-
ber, Germany D-91541, tel. +49/09861/97 00, fax 97 04 09,  
hotel@reichskuechenmeister.com
Hotel Hornburg, Hornburgweg 28, D-91541, tel. 
+049/09861/8480, fax 5570, hotelhornburg@t-online.de, 
www.hotelhornburg.de

salzburg & environs
schloss Haunsperg , A-5411 Oberalm bei Hallein, Ham-
merstrasse 32, tel. +43/06245/80662, fax 85680,  info@
schlosshaunsperg.com
Hotel Trumer stube, Bergstrasse 6, A-5020 Salzburg
Tel: +43/0662/874776, www.trumerstube.at
Hotel Jedermann, Rupertgasse 25, Austria A-5020, tel. 
+43/0662/873241-0, jedermann@salzburginfo.or.at

Vienna
Hotel Römischer Kaiser, Annagasse 16, A-1010, tel 
+43/01/512 77 51 0, info@rkhotel.bestwestern.
altstadt Vienna, kirchengasse 41, tel. +43/01/526 3399-0, 
fax 523 4901,  hotel@altstadt.at, www.altstadt.at 
Pension aviano, Marco-D’Aviano-Gasse 1, tel. +43/01/512 
8330, fax 512 8330 6,  aviano@pertschy.com

Zürich
Hotel Florhof, Florhofgasse 4, Switzerland CH-8001, tel. 
41/01/261 4470, fax 261 4611,  info@florhof.ch
Hotel arlette, Stampfenbachstrasse 26, Switzerland CH-
8001, tel. +41/01/25 20 032, fax 25 20 932,  hotel.arlette@
bluwin.ch

Frankfurt airport
steigenberger esprix Hotel Frankfurt airport, Cargo 
city Süd, D-60549 , tel. +49/069/69 70 99, fax 69 70 94 44,  
frankfurt@esprix-hotels.de
Hotel Birkenhof, von-Eiff-Str 37, Hanau-Steinheim, 
D-63456, tel. +49/06181/648 80, fax 64 88 39,  info@
HotelBirkenhof.de, www.hotelbirkenhof.de (25-minutes 
from airport)
Hotel Dreieich, Frankfurter Str. 49, Langen , D-63225, tel. 
+49/06103/91 50, fax 52 030. hotel-dreieich@gmx.de

Munich airport
Daniel’s Hotel, Haupstrasse 11, Halbergmoos-Goldach, 
D-85399, tel. +49/0811/55120, fax 551213, info@hotel-
daniels.de, www.hotel-daniels.de
Hotel Hoyacker Hof, Freisinger Landstrasse 9a, D-85748 
Garching b. München, tel. +49/089/326 9900, fax 320 7243,  
info@hoyackerhof.de

Zürich airport
Mövenpick Zürich airport, Walter-Mittelholzerstrasse 8, 
CH-8152 Glattbrugg, tel. +41/01/808 88 88, fax 808 88 77,  
hotel@movenpick-zurich-airport.ch
Hotel Fly away, Marktgasse 19, Zürich-Kloten, cH-8302, tel. 
+41/01/804 4455, reservation@hotel-flyaway.ch

We Recommendthe route of the Red Thread. The 
capital of Lower Saxony, Hannover 
is known as “The Crossroads of the 
North,” where major trade routes 
and traffic arteries intersect from 
four directions. Not surprisingly, 
the city has long been a favored lo-
cation for international trade fairs, 
conventions, and conferences. Far-
ther afield, beyond the city center, 
take a tram to the futuristic-looking 
EXPO-Park, site of the EXPO2000 
World’s Fair, and the adjacent 
Trade Fair Convention Center. You 
might even arrive during one of the 
many exhibitions held every year, 
including Germany’s largest com-
puter fair.

The Hannover Red Thread 
guidebook also directs users to two 
places worth visiting outside the 
city center: the Royal Gardens of 
Herrenhausen and the Rainforest 
House. The beautiful baroque for-
mal gardens of Herrenhausen, built 
between 1666 and 1714, are one of 
the top attractions in Hannover, a 
delight to the senses of sight and 
smell. Concerts, theatrical perfor-
mances, and illuminations are held 
in the gardens during the summer 
months, including the spectacular 
International Fireworks Competi-
tion in May and June.

After wandering the gardens, 
be sure to visit the Fürstenhaus 
(Princely House Museum), which 
displays, in a domestic setting, a 
valuable collection of paintings, 
porcelain, and furniture from the 
baroque, rococo, and neo-classical 
periods. The nearby Berggar-
ten—originally the palace kitchen 
garden—is now home to one of 
the largest collections of orchids in 
the world. And both children and 
adults will be fascinated by the spe-
cial Rainforest House, a modern 
biosphere enclosing a huge, humid, 
jungle-green exhibit of South Amer-
ican rainforest plants and animals.

Two other “must see” museums 
where one can spend several hours 
are the Sprengel Museum, with its 
impressive collection of early-mod-
ern paintings, graphics, and pho-

tographs by such artists as Picasso, 
Léger, Nolde, Klee, Kokoschka, 
Ernst, Feininger, Beckmann, and 
Niki de Saint Phalle; and, the Nie-
dersächsisches Landesmuseum 
(Lower Saxony State Museum), the 
largest museum in Hannover with 
collections of European art from the 
Middle Ages to the early 20th cen-
tury, as well as renowned depart-
ments of prehistory, natural history, 
and ethnography.

And, just for fun, don’t miss 
the weekly Saturday flea market 
downtown on the High Bank (east 
bank) of the Leine River that flows 
through Hannover—or the charm-
ing Weihnachtsmarkt (Christmas 
Market), with 150 stalls set up in the 
historic Old Town around the Mar-
ket Church, every year from late 
November to just before Christmas.

When you’ve followed the Red 
Thread through Hannover back 
to the main train station at Ernst-
August-Platz, you’ll be ready for a 
meal at the Central Hotel Kaiserhof 
(also a good place to overnight), 
conveniently located just across the 
street from the rail station (www.
centralhotel.de). This recently re-
furbished four-star hotel has a very 
good restaurant featuring German 
and international cuisine, a cozy 
cafe, its own in-house bakery and a 
pleasant beer garden. 

Get up early the next morning 
and follow the Red Thread again—
this time jogging the entire route to 
burn off all the calories from those 
rich foods, fine wines, and excellent 
German beer.

(NOTE: The city tourist office 
also offers guided thematic walking 
tours and a two-and-a-half-hour 
guided bus tour through the high-
lights of Hannover. For more infor-
mation see www.hannover.de/english/
tourism_culture/info_offers/city_tours/
index.html.)

In Future Issues...
Bremen, Germany’s Fairy 
Tale Road, Wolfsburg,    
Dresden, Rothenburg o. d. T.
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